
MALAWI FLOODS SITUATION REPORT            

1 
 

 
 

 MALAWI 
Humanitarian 

Situation Report 
 
  
 
 

 
  

 

*The Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) appeal has been revised from US$7 million to US$15.3 million,  
to meet the increasing humanitarian needs, due to the cyclone. The cyclone response requirement is US$  8.26 million. 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights 
 A total of 868,900 people have been affected by the heavy rains and 

severe flooding in southern Malawi, including more than 86,980 
people displaced, 60 deaths and 672 injuries recorded.  

 The Government of Malawi has launched a three-month response 
plan, and US$45 million appeal, targeting 162,240 households, 
including over 85,000 people in various displacement sites.   

 UNICEF is supporting multi-sectoral interventions in WASH, health, 
nutrition, education and child protection to meet the needs of the 
affected population.  

 UNICEF has provided 48 tents, 143 school in a box kits and 80 
recreation kits to provide safe learning spaces for children, whose 
schools have been damaged or occupied by displaced people.  

 UNICEF is also supporting the screening of children for malnutrition at 
evacuation sites. So far, 5,346 children under-5 have been screened. 
Of these, 343 cases of severe or moderate acute malnutrition have 
been registered, with 281 referred for treatment.  

 To meet the urgent humanitarian needs, UNICEF is requesting 
US$8.26 million of which 68 per cent remains unfunded, to meet the 
needs of affected women and children affected by the flood.  

 

 

 
3.3 million 

People in need in need of urgent 
humanitarian support 

 

443,136 
Children under the age of 18 affected 

by the cyclone and floods 
 

868,895 
People affected by the cyclone and 

floods 
 

Over 85,000 
People displaced 

 

219,195 children 
Targeted by UNICEF 

 

UNICEF HAC Appeal US$ 15.3 
million  

of which flood response 
requirement is 

US$ 8.26 million* 
 

 UNICEF 

 UNICEF 2019 
Target  

UNICEF Total 
Results 

  

Nutrition: Children under-5 with severe acute malnutrition admitted into 
therapeutic feeding programme 

58,421 8,698 

Health: Children and women in humanitarian situations provided with access to 
health care services 

424,071 33,858 

WASH: People affected by drought, floods and cholera provided with safe water 
per agreed standards  

495,960 20,000 

Child Protection: Number of children receiving psycho-social support (PSS) 
through safe spaces 

310,000 0 

Education: Disaster affected school-aged children including adolescents with 
access to quality education services  

95,500 5,000 

Communication for Development: Disaster affected people reached with key 
messages and call to action on life saving practices  

495,960 20,000 

 

Mobile Toilets at Nyachilenda camp in Nsanje  
UNICEF Malawi/2019/ 

Malawi Floods Situation Report # 3:  22 – 29 March  

UNICEF’s Response with Partners 
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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 
Over 3.3 million people are classified as in need of urgent humanitarian support due to consecutive poor 
harvests in Malawi. These needs were exacerbated in early in early March, when a severe weather system hit 
Malawi with heavy rain accompanied by strong windstorms. This moved to Mozambique, where it intensified 
into Cyclone Idai, and then hit Malawi a second time. The heavy and persistent rains caused severe flooding 
across districts in southern Malawi. A total of 868,900 people (an estimated 443,000 children) have been 
affected, including more than 86,980 displaced people, with 60 deaths and 672 injuries recorded according to 
the Government. In total, fifteen districts and two cities have been impacted. Approximately 174 schools are 
affected (flooded or occupied) in four districts (Chikwawa, Phalombe, Nsanje, and Zomba). Out of the 174 
schools, 104 are occupied by internally displaced people (IDPs). This has resulted in overcrowded or non-
operational schools; affecting an estimated 77,174 students.  
 
The flood affected areas are the same geographical area and target population as those locations with high 
rates of food insecurity. Food insecurity and malnutrition will be more pronounced as families return home due 
to the majority of crops being wiped out from the flooding just before harvest season. 
 
The Government of Malawi has launched a three-month response plan, appealing for US$45 million, to reach 
162,240 households, including over 85,000 displaced people in various sites. This requested assistance is for 
immediate lifesaving aid and to prevent outbreaks of waterborne diseases and malaria.  
  
Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
The Government of Malawi is leading the humanitarian response through the Department of Disaster 
Management Affairs (DoDMA), with support from humanitarian partners, including NGOs, UN and donor 
agencies. UNICEF actively participates in the Humanitarian Country Team and the inter-cluster coordination 
fora, which lead cross-sectoral coordination of humanitarian programmes in the country. UNICEF is the co-lead 
agency for the Child Protection, Education, Nutrition, and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) clusters, while 
also playing a key role in the Health cluster. 
 
Humanitarian Strategy  
UNICEF is focusing on providing immediate lifesaving and life sustaining assistance to populations affected by 
severe food insecurity and flooding, while also investing in resilience-building interventions. This support will 
focus on 23 camps in the six worst affected districts of Chikwawa, Nsanje, Machinga, Mangochi, Phalombe and 
Zomba. UNICEF will focus on delivering services through multi-sectoral responses in child protection, education, 
health, nutrition, social protection and WASH, supported by community engagement activities. UNICEF is 
supporting Government-led assessments using innovative techniques, including drones and data.  
 
Summary Analysis of Programme response   
Water, sanitation and hygiene: UNICEF has provided WASH supplies to nine affected districts through a 
partnership with United Purpose, reaching around 20,000 people. Supplies include portable toilets, soap and 
water treatment chemicals. Information on cholera prevention has also been distributed. UNICEF has assisted 
with the expansion of existing reticulated waterpoints, reaching more than 4,000 people in Nsanje. More people 
are being reached with chlorination products at the household level. 
 
In Chikwawa and Nsanje, 14,000 people have been reached with access to portable toilets, provided by UNICEF. 
Hygiene promotion and awareness in the nine districts is also underway, including the distribution of posters 
and fliers. 
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Education: UNICEF has trained 65 volunteer teachers, who have been deployed to Chikwawa, Mulanje, Nsanje, 
Phalombe and Zomba districts. They are providing logistical support to schools and camps to ensure that classes 
resume as soon as possible. They are also providing counselling, psychosocial support and care for affected 
learners.  
 
Tents (48) have been deployed to the most affected districts to provide safe learning spaces for affected children, 
whose classrooms have either been damaged or occupied by displaced people. Additionally, 143 school in a box 
kits, 80 recreational kits and 130 blackboards have been dispatched to ensure learning resumes quickly. ECD 
kits are also being provided for children under 5 who are in camps. Currently, 41 tents, 70 recreation kits and 
122 school in a box kits have reached schools, with poor road accessibility delaying the remaining supplies. 
 
Health: UNICEF is supporting the delivery of supplies for treatment of common infectious diseases including 
cholera, malaria and respiratory illnesses in eight districts with the highest number of affected people. Health 
Surveillance Assistants (HSAs) have started regularly visiting the camps. More supplies have been ordered 
including acute watery diarrhoea kits, emergency health kits, cholera beds, and supplies for malaria and HIV 
and reproductive health. UNICEF is supporting the distribution of mosquito nets to evacuation camps.   
 
Furthermore, UNICEF is supporting two mobile clinics per district, which are providing services including 
immunization, anti- and pre-natal care, reproductive health, screening for malnutrition, and health promotion 
in the affected districts.  So far, the mobile clinics have reached ten camps in Chikwawa, Mulanje, Nsanje, 
Phalombe and Zomba. 
 
Surveillance has been strengthened across the affected districts with tracking of cholera, malaria, measles and 
polio well underway. So far, no outbreak of these diseases has been reported.  
 
Nutrition: UNICEF is supporting mass screening for malnutrition across most of the prioritized districts, including 
Chikwawa, Machinga Mangochi, Mulanje, Nsanje, Phalombe and Zomba. From the screening data received so 
far, a total of 5,346 children under the age of five have been screened (2,339 boys; 3,124 girls). Out of these, 62 
cases of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) and 281 cases of moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) have been 
registered.  
 
This brings the total number of cases of malnourished children registered in flood-affected areas to 343. Of 
these, 281 children have been referred for treatment (118 boys; 165 girls). Some of these children were already 
malnourished before the floods. As the food security situation continues to deteriorate, it is likely the number 
of cases will increase.  
 
Child Protection: The precarious nature of evacuation sites (including cramped conditions and lack of lighting) 
has increased the risk of sexual abuse and exploitation, especially for adolescent girls. Stress and trauma 
heightens tensions and the risk of violence. Loss or destruction of legal documents also puts vulnerable groups 
at risk. While there are not yet any official reports of separated or unaccompanied minors, there is a high 
demand for psychosocial support.  
 
To date, community-based child care centres (CBCCs) and “children’s corners” have been established in at least 
21 sites. Children’s corner kits have been distributed to 34 sites. Approximately 600 child protection case 
management booklets have been distributed to social welfare staff for identification, assessment, planning and 
referral of cases. 
 
Communications for Development (C4D): UNICEF is delivering key life-saving messages and call to actions 
about Health, Education, Nutrition, Protection, and WASH. Approaches include:  

 Health talks - 173 health workers are conducting talks with most affected people in all the camps.  
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 Drama performances - 27 drama groups are delivering messages on education child protection, health, 
hygiene promotion, and nutrition in 27 priority camps.  

 Distribution of materials - more than 5,000 print materials (flip books, banners, leaflets, posters, comic 
books on malaria, cholera, safe water, hand washing with soap) are being distributed to affected 
populations. 

 Interpersonal communication sessions being undertaken by 52 teachers in six priority flood-affected 
districts  

Media and External Communication  
UNICEF’s external communication has focused on international media and fundraising. All materials, including 
press releases, photos, videos and human-interest stories, can be found here: 
 
Website: www.unicef.org/malawi 
Blog: unicefmalawi.blog 
Twitter: @MalawiUNICEF 
Dropbox: bit.ly/2NWs85K 
 
Innovation  
UNICEF finalized data collection in the field, with information on 28 camps in Chikwawa, Nsanje and Phalombe. 
This data was visualized real-time on UNICEF’s 4P2C Data Intelligence Node. Additionally, UNICEF has visualized 
camp data provided by Red Cross, road accessibility data, drone imagery of flooded areas, live stream gauges 
and real-time weather information.  
  
Funding  
UNICEF is requesting US$15.3 million to meet the urgent humanitarian needs of children and families caused 
by severe food insecurity and the flooding caused by Cyclone Idai. In response to the flooding, UNICEF urgently 
needs US$8.23 million.  Without timely and adequate funding, UNICEF will be unable to support the national 
response to the country’s current crisis in the areas of health, nutrition, WASH, child protection and education.  
Overall, UNICEF has so far received a total of US$ 6,333,9086 million for humanitarian response in the affected 
districts, leaving a gap of US $9,83million (64%).   Without urgent funding, UNICEF will be unable to adequately 
respond to the emergency.  

Funding Requirements  

Appeal Sector 
    

Funding gap 
Requirements Funds received* 

Total    $ % 
WASH 2,800,000 1,095,879 1,704,121 61% 
Education 2,050,000 0 2,050,000 100% 
Health  2,563,130 322,069 2,241,061 87% 
Nutrition 4,450,000 3,400,648 1,049,352 24% 
Child protection 600,000 0 600,000 100% 
HIV/AIDS 150,000 0 150,000 100% 
Cash Based Response  1,500,000 30,850 1,469,150 98% 
Communication for Development 500,000 0 500,000 100% 
Coordination and Programme 
support 684,000 612,764 71,236 10% 

Shelter  0 871,698 0 0% 
Total 15,297,130 6,333,908 9,834,920 64% 
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Next Situation Report: 5 April 2019  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annex A  
  
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS  
 
 
 UNICEF 

NUTRITION UNICEF 2019 
Target  

UNICEF 
Total 
Results 

  

Children under 5 years old with severe acute malnutrition admitted into 
therapeutic feeding programme 

58,421 8,698 

Children aged 6 to 59 months provided with Vitamin A supplementation 400,075  42,495 

HEALTH 

Children and women in humanitarian situations provided with access to health 
care services 424,071 33,858 

Children immunized for measles 379,195 0 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE i 

People affected by drought, floods and cholera provided with safe water per 
agreed standards  495,960 20,000 

People affected by cholera and floods with access to emergency sanitation 
facilities  40,000  13,370 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Number of children receiving psycho-social support (PSS) through safe spaces 310,000 20,000 

People reached by gender-based violence (GBV) prevention and response 
services 7,000 749 

EDUCATION 

Disaster affected school-aged children including adolescents with access to 
quality education services  

95,500 5,000 

Disaster affected adolescent children, in and out of school, with access to 
relevant alternative education services 2,000 0 

Cash Based Assistance  

Vulnerable households receiving cash emergency top ups 14,500 0 

COMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT      

Disaster affected people reached with key messages and call to action on life 
saving practices  495,960 20,000 

HIV & AIDS   

10,000 Women in disaster affected areas retained on HIV treatment for 6 
months 10,000 0 

 
 
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Johannes Wedenig 
Representative, Malawi 
Telephone: 265 999 964 130 
Facsimile: 265 1 773 162 
Email: jwedenig@unicef.org  
 

Roisin De Burca 
Deputy Representative, Malawi 
Telephone: 265 992 961 100 
Facsimile: 265 1 773 162 
E-mail: rdeburca@unicef.org 
 

Andrew Brown 
Chief of Communications, Malawi 
Tel: +265 1 771 632 
Fax: +: 265 1 773 162 
Email: ambrown@unicef.org 
 
 


