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 UNICEF CLUSTER 

 
UNICEF 
2019 
Target  

UNICEF 
Total 
Results 

% of 
target 

UNICEF 
2019 
Target  

UNICEF 
Total 
Results 

% of 
target 

      (as of end 
March 
2019) 

Nutrition: Children under-five with severe acute 
malnutrition admitted into therapeutic feeding 
programme 

58,421 12,230 21% 58,421 12,230 21% 

Health: Children immunized for measles 379,195 52,378 14%    

WASH: People affected by drought, floods and cholera 
provided with safe water per agreed standards  

495,960 54,209 11% 695,000 53,334 8% 

Child Protection: Number of children with access to 
psychosocial support (PSS), socialization, play and 
learning in safe spaces 

150,000 17,938 12% 
Not 

available  
Not 

available  
 

Education: Disaster affected school-aged children 
including adolescents with access to quality education 
services  

95,500 16, 209 17% 135,000 20,356 15% 

Summary of UNICEF’s response with partners 
 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

12 April 2019 
 

 

70%  
of displaced people still in camps   
 

731,879 

 people in need 
 

90,000 

households reached with relief assistance  

 
731,879  
people in need of immediate food 
assistance  

 
Over 219,195 children 

targeted by UNICEF  
 

 

 

Highlights 

 
• More than 16,200 flood-affected students resumed or continued 

their education with UNICEF support. 

• UNICEF provided safe water to over 54,200 people and sanitation 

facilities to 51,000 people. 

• There have been no additional cases of cholera since last week -  the 

total number, since the onset of the floods, remains at three. 

• To date, the lives of 10,953 children have been saved after 

successfully recovering from Severe Acute Malnutrition 

representing 93 per cent recovery rate.  

• With UNICEF support, 31, 978 people were provided with health 

care through UNICEF-supported mobile clinics. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Self-Parenting children identified by a 
volunteer teacher at Sagawa School camp/ 

@ UNICEF Malawi 2019  
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Situation overview  
 
In early March, heavy and persistent rains caused severe flooding across districts in southern Malawi. A total of 868,895 
people were affected, including more than 86,976 displaced persons, with 60 deaths and 672 injuries recorded according 
to the Government. In total, 15 districts and two cities have been impacted.  
 
There have been no further floods since mid-March. Waters have receded, and displaced persons have started to return 
home. However, due to flood-related damage to people’s houses, around 70 per cent remain in camps. More than 731,000 
people need immediate food assistance and the situation is likely to worsen, as crops were destroyed by the floods.  
    
Conditions in evacuation centers are improving but camps remain cramped and unhygienic. Food and other supplies are 
not reaching all people affected. There have been three cases of cholera reported since the floods. Several schools 
continued being used as evacuation camps, negatively impacting on children’s education. 
  

Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
 
The Government of Malawi is leading the humanitarian response through the Department of Disaster Management Affairs 
(DoDMA), with support from humanitarian partners, including NGOs, the UN and donor agencies. UNICEF actively 
participates in the Humanitarian Country Team and the inter-cluster coordination fora, which lead cross-sectoral 
coordination of humanitarian programmes in the country. UNICEF is the co-lead agency for the Education, Nutrition, and 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) clusters and the Child Protection sub cluster, while also playing a key role in the 
Health cluster. 
 

Humanitarian strategy  
 
UNICEF continues to provide immediate life-saving and life-sustaining assistance to populations affected by severe food 
insecurity and flooding, while also investing in resilience-building interventions. This support has focused on 23 camps in 
the six worst affected districts of Chikwawa, Nsanje, Machinga, Mangochi, Phalombe and Zomba. The aim is to deliver 
services through multi-sectoral responses in child protection, education, health, nutrition, social protection and WASH, 
supported by community engagement activities.  

 
Summary analysis of programme response   
 
Water, sanitation and hygiene 
UNICEF, together with its partners, provided WASH services in 26 displacement sites four of the most affected districts 
(Chikwawa, Mulanje, Nsanje and Phalombe). Services provided included safe drinking water services (water containers, 
treatment chemicals, and water trucking), which were provided to 54,209 people in 17 sites, and the installation of 
emergency latrines and bath shelters separate for men and women in 19 sites, reaching 51,691 people. Hygiene messages 
reached more than 45,000 people. 
 
Health 
Life-saving support continued to be provided through UNICEF supported mobile clinics in the targeted districts. This week 
the reporting rate has increased with 91 per cent of the mobile clinics reporting on time, with over 95 per cent of reports 
complete. More than 50 camps were visited by the mobile teams, providing services to 31, 978 people.  
 
UNICEF distributed emergency health supplies to Chikwawa, Machinga, Mulanje, Nsanje, Phalombe, and Zomba; as well 
as cholera supplies for preparedness to six out of 17 target districts. During distribution to Chikwawa and Nsanje, 
challenges related to appropriate storage areas and manpower were observed and were brought to the attention of the 
District Health Officer. 
 
Nutrition 
With UNICEF technical support, active case findings continued across the prioritised districts of Balaka, Chikwawa, 
Machinga, Mangochi, Mulanje, Nsanje, Phalombe, and Zomba. A total 51,081 children (23,009 boys 28,072 girls) were 
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screened and 1,811 children (942 boys and 869 girls) with Severe Acute Malnutrition were admitted and treated through 
the Community-based Management of Acute Malnutrition programme. Of these, 121 children were admitted from the 
various camps.  A total of 12,230 (5,870 male, 6,360 female) have so far been admitted for treatment of Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) in the year 2019 across the country. Out of those admitted for SAM treatment, a total of 5, 768 (2769 
male, 2999 female) are from the flood affected districts. To date, the lives of 10,953 children have been saved after 
successfully recovering from Severe Acute Malnutrition representing 93 per cent recovery rate, 355 (three per cent) died, 
238 (two per cent) defaulted while 268 (2.3 per cent) did not respond and were referred for further investigations. These 
programme performance indicators are all within the internationally agreed minimum SPHERE standards (cure rate above 
75 per cent, death rates below 10 per cent and defaulter rates less than 15 per cent). 

 
Also, with UNICEF support, a total of 59,949 children under five received Vitamin A supplements for the period January 
to March 2019 
 
Education  
Sixty-five UNICEF-trained volunteer teachers continued to provide logistical and psycho-social support in Chikwawa, 
Mulnaje, Nsanje, Phalombe, and Zomba; they have started to provide real-time data to the Education Cluster. According 
to the consolidated real time information received, a total of 16,209 flood-affected children (8,570 girls and 7,639 boys) 
in 31 schools from five highly flood-affected districts in the southern region of Malawi were able to continue to go to 
school through UNICEF’s technical, financial and material support.  
 
Supplies provided to schools included 48 tents, 143 ‘School-in-a-Box’ kits, 80 recreational kits, 130 blackboards and 80 
ECD kits. All 48 tents have been pitched and are being used as temporary learning spaces. In addition, UNICEF has 
dispatched 227 extra materials for ‘School in a Box’, 23 flipcharts, 460 lanterns, 144 recreation kits as well as six additional 
tents for ECD services to ensure teaching and learning continues for the affected learners. 
 
Child protection 
‘Children’s corners’ for psychosocial support, play and recreation for children have been established in 24 sites and 
‘children’s corner’ kits distributed in 34 sites, reaching over 4,000 children on at least a weekly basis in flood evacuation 
sites. Dedicated child protection workers have been assigned to sites and reporting mechanisms to receive and refer cases, 
including sexual exploitation and abuse, are functional. 
  
UNICEF’s partner Youth Net and Counselling (YONECO) commenced work to strengthen reporting and complaints 
mechanisms, and Save the Children is supporting delivery of child protection services in priority sites. 
  
Cash Based Assistance 
UNICEF and WFP are planning to work together with the Ministry of Gender, Children, Disability, and Social Welfare 
(MoGCDSW) to assess the impact of the floods on the Social Cash Transfer Programme (SCTP) operations in the five most 
affected districts - Nsanje, Chikwawa, Phalombe, Machinga, and Zomba. This exercise will be carried out from 4 – 15 April. 
It is envisioned that findings from the assessment will shape the design of support to be provided to SCTP households in 
response to the floods in the affected districts.  
 
UNICEF continues to provide lean season support through cash top ups to beneficiaries of the SCTP in Balaka and Ntcheu 
Districts. UNICEF provides technical support to the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Welfare which is the 
implementing government ministry.  Currently the top ups are being provided to 8,172 households in Balaka and 13,492 
in Ntcheu bringing the total to 21,664 households in the two districts. The lean season support began in December in 
Balaka and in January in Ntcheu and it is expected to be completed by end of April.  UNICEF is also partnering with CARE 
to provide monitoring support during this intervention. Data collected and analysed will add to the generation of evidence 
regarding targeting for humanitarian programming and shock responsive social protection. 
 
Communications for Development (C4D)  
UNICEF continued to support United Purpose and Story Workshop Education Trust to orient drama groups in the six most 
affected districts and supported the roll-out of theatre for development performances in the camps. 
  
Integrated interpersonal communication (IPC) sessions led by volunteer teachers continued and reached 60 girls and boys 
and their parents per week in school camps. The District Information Office, HSAs, Village Health Committees, Village Civil 
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Protection Committees and Mother Groups also facilitate IPC sessions, reaching the most vulnerable with key life-saving 
messages and calls to actions on education, health, nutrition, child protection in all camps. 
 

Media and external communication  
UNICEF used its SMS polling platform, U-Report Malawi, to send cholera prevention messages and assess the needs of 
people in the affected districts. The poll targeted 67,678 U-Reporters in the 15 districts and 61 per cent of them reported 
that they were affected by the floods. 
 
UNICEF’s external communication continued to focus on international media and fundraising. All materials, including 
press releases, photos, videos and human-interest stories, can be found here: 
Website: www.unicef.org/malawi 
Blog: unicefmalawi.blog 
Twitter: @MalawiUNICEF; Dropbox: bit.ly/2NWs85K 
 

Funding  
To meet the urgent humanitarian needs of children and families, UNICEF is requesting US$ 15.3 million. So far UNICEF has 
received a total of US$ 7.66 million for response in the flood affected districts, leaving a gap of US$ 6.54 million. Additional 
funding is required to adequately respond to the needs of women and children. Without urgent funding, UNICEF will be 
unable to adequately respond to the emergency.  
 
 

  Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 15/03/2019 for a period of 3 months) 

Appeal Sector 
  
Requirements 
  

Funds received 
against the 
appeal  
  

  
Carry over funds* 
  

Funding gap 

US$ % 

WASH  $2,800,000   2,227,483.00     $572,517  20% 

Education  $2,050,000   350,938.00     $1,699,062  83% 

Health   $2,563,130   521,180.00   $1,097,891.15   $944,059  37% 

Nutrition  $4,450,000   3,400,648.00     $1,049,352  24% 

Child protection  $600,000   515,957.00     $84,043  14% 

HIV/AIDS  $150,000   -       $150,000  0% 

Cash Based 
Support 

   $1,500,000   30,850.00     $1,469,150  98% 

Communication 
for development 

   $500,000   -    $500,000  0%  

Program support and 
coordination 

 $684,000   612,764.00     $71,236  10% 

Total  $15,297,130   $7,659,820.00  $1,097,891.15   $6,539,419  43% 

 
 
Next Situation Report: 03/05/2019                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Johannes Wedenig 
Representative, Malawi 
Telephone: 265 999 964 130 
Facsimile: 265 1 773 162 
Email: jwedenig@unicef.org  
 

Roisin De Burca 
Deputy Representative, Malawi 
Telephone: 265 992 961 100 
Facsimile: 265 1 773 162 
E-mail: rdeburca@unicef.org 
 

Andrew Brown 
Chief of Communications, Malawi 
Tel: +265 1 771 632 
Fax: +: 265 1 773 162 
Email: ambrown@unicef.org 
 
 

https://twitter.com/MalawiUNICEF
mailto:lchauvin@unicef.org
mailto:ambrown@unicef.org
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Annex A  
  
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS  

 UNICEF CLUSTER 

NUTRITION 
UNICEF 
2019 
Target  

UNICEF 
Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 
report 
▲▼ 

CLUSTER 
2019 
Target  

CLUSTER 
Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 
report 
▲▼ 

 

Children under 5 years old with severe acute 
malnutrition admitted into therapeutic feeding 
programme 

58,421 12,230 ▲3,532 58,421 12,230 ▲3,532 

Children aged 6 to 59 months provided with Vitamin A 
supplementation 

400,075  59,949 17,454  400,075  59,949 17,454  

HEALTH     

Children and women in humanitarian situations 
provided with access to health care services 

424,071 83,339 49,481    

Children immunized for measles 379,195 52,378 ▲380    

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE i     

People affected by drought, floods and cholera 
provided with safe water per agreed standards  

495,960 
 

54,209 
 

▲875 695,000 
 

54,209 
 
▲54,2091 

People affected by drought, floods and cholera 
provided with sanitation services per agreed standards  

40,000  51,691 No change 45,000 51,691 No change  

CHILD PROTECTION     

Number of children with access to psycho-social 
support (PSS), socialization, play and learning  

150,000 17,938 No change  
Not 

available  
Not 

available  
Not 

available 

People reached by gender-based violence (GBV) 
prevention and response services 

7,000 863 No change  
Not 

available  
Not 

available  
Not 

available 

EDUCATION     

Disaster affected school-aged children including 
adolescents with access to quality education services  

95,500 16, 209 ▲289 135,000 20,645 ▲2892 

Disaster affected adolescent children, in and out of 
school, with access to relevant alternative education 
services 

2,000 0 No change  8,000 0 No change  

Cash Based Assistance      

Vulnerable households receiving cash emergency top 
ups 

14,500 21,6643 No change    

Communication for Development          

Disaster affected people reached with key messages 
and call to action on life saving practices  

495,960 32,000 ▲12000    

HIV & AIDS       

10,000 Women in disaster affected areas retained on 
HIV treatment for 6 months 

10,000 0 No change    

 

                                                        
1 Includes only UNICEF results. Cluster results to be reported after gathering information from cluster members 
2 Cluster results for this reporting period not yet available. To be reflected in next SitRep. 
3 The planned target of 14,500 was surpassed substantially because in the process of implementation, unlike the MVAC report which identified only a portion of the 
SCTP beneficiaries as food insecure, UNICEF opted for a blanket coverage targeting all SCTP beneficiaries in the affected Traditional Authorities that were identified as 
food insecure in the Malawi Vulnerability Assessment Report considering that usually all of them face food insecurity and would most likely require food assistance to 
meet their consumption needs 
 


