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Summary of UNICEF’s response with partners 
 

 UNICEF CLUSTER 

 
UNICEF 
2019 
Target  

UNICEF 
Total 
Results 

% of 
target 

UNICEF 
2019 
Target  

UNICEF 
Total 
Results 

% of 
target 

Nutrition: Children under-five with severe acute 
malnutrition admitted into therapeutic feeding programme 

58,421 12,230 21% 58,421 12,230 21% 

Health: Children immunized against measles 379,195 67,090 18%    

WASH: People affected by drought, floods and cholera 
provided with safe water per agreed standards  

495,960 61,317 12% 695,000 62,932 9% 

Child Protection: Number of children with access to 
psychosocial support (PSS), socialization, play and learning 
in safe spaces 

150,000 17,938 12%    

Education: Disaster affected school-aged children including 
adolescents with access to quality education services  95,500 24,376 26% 135,000 28,812 21% 

 

Situation in Numbers 
6 May 2019 
 

868, 900  
people affected by the cyclone and 
floods 
 

60,880 people (70%) 
of those displaced estimated to remain in 
camps 

 
90,000 
families reached with relief assistance  

 
731,879  
people in need of immediate food 
assistance  
 

Over 219,195  
children targeted by UNICEF  
 

 

Highlights 
 

 In the second half of April nine cholera cases were reported in 
three flood-affected districts of Chikwawa, Mwanza, and Nsanje. 
Conditions in flood-affected areas are now improving and some 
of the IDPs are returning home. However, an estimated 60,880 
people (70%) of those displaced remain in camps. 

 Following the completion of a rapid market assessment, 
humanitarian agencies are looking into the possibility of 
switching the response modality for emergency and recovery 
work from in-kind to cash and voucher-based interventions.  

 UNICEF has so far provided safe water to over 61,317 people and 
sanitation facilities to 53,391 people. 

 UNICEF-supported mobile clinics have provided healthcare to 
31,978 people. 

 UNICEF still has a funding gap of US$ 5.52 million, hindering its 
ability to fully provide the much-needed support to women and 
children affected by the floods 

 

Mother of 5children at Chagambatuka camp in Chikwawa cooking a meal @ 
UNICEF Malawi 2019  
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Situation overview  

The response to the aftermath of Cyclone Idai is almost at the end of its second month and the Government, with 
support of partners, is now looking at strategies for return and early recovery. Accessibility of affected areas is 
improving, allowing IDPs to return to their homes. However, an estimated 60,880 people (70%) of the (86,976) 
displaced remain in camps. Timely return is critical to allow schools being used as displacement camps to resume 
normal delivery of education and learning services, prevent the outbreak of secondary disasters including disease 
outbreaks, and harmonise and rationalise delivery of relief assistance to all the affected without the camps acting as 
a pull-factor.  A smooth transition from immediate disaster response to early recovery and development is also 
critical to restore livelihoods of displaced families. A post-disaster needs assessment has been conducted and the 
report, which will inform early recovery interventions, is being finalised.   
 
A Rapid Market Assessment was commissioned by the Malawi Cash Working Group to assess the functionality of 
markets in the flood-affected areas and provide recommendations on the most appropriate response options (for 
both emergency response and recovery interventions). The assessment has found that the market situation in the 
affected areas is ideal for cash-based response/early recovery support. Most key items from the sectors assessed 
are available on the market; traders are willing to increase supply if demand increases; the floods have not 
influenced prices negatively and purchasing power can be increased through some cash-based interventions 
amongst the flood affected people. Market-stimulating approaches, such as cash vouchers, are recommended for a 
few items that are not readily available on the market, which is currently being considered by humanitarian 
agencies. 
 
Although areas that were water-logged have started to dry up, the risk of water borne diseases and outbreaks 
remains high due to overcrowding in IDP camps and inadequate access to safe drinking water, sanitation and health 
care. From 15 to 28 April 2019, nine cholera cases were reported in Chikwawa, Mwanza and Nsanje districts. All the 
cases are from the community and not the displacement camps. Cumulatively, 21 cases have been reported with no 
mortality in 2019 involving five districts (Blantyre (1), Chikwawa (1), Mchinji (2), Mwanza (10), Nsanje (7)).  
 
Generally, the nutrition situation is stable across the country with the number of children admitted for severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) treatment in March 2019 lower than SAM admissions in the same month in the previous three 
years. The nutrition situation, however, could deteriorate later in the year as the current response comes to an end 
and the food insecurity situation escalates. 
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Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
 
The Government of Malawi is leading the humanitarian response through the Department of Disaster Management 
Affairs (DoDMA), with support from humanitarian partners, including NGOs, the UN and donor agencies. UNICEF 
actively participates in the Humanitarian Country Team and the Inter-Cluster Coordination Fora, which lead cross-
sectoral coordination of humanitarian programmes in the country. UNICEF is the co-lead agency for the Education, 
Nutrition, and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Clusters and the Child Protection Sub-Cluster, while also 
playing a key role in the Health Cluster. 
 
Humanitarian strategy  
 
UNICEF continues to provide immediate life-saving and life-sustaining assistance to populations affected by severe 
food insecurity and flooding, while also investing in resilience-building interventions. Support has focused on 23 
camps in the six worst affected districts of Chikwawa, Nsanje, Machinga, Mangochi, Phalombe and Zomba. The aim 
is to deliver services through multi-sectoral responses in child protection, education, health, nutrition, social 
protection and WASH, supported by community engagement activities.  
 
Summary analysis of programme response   
 
Water, sanitation and hygiene 
 
UNICEF continues to support WASH-sector interventions in affected districts. Safe water has been provided to 
61,317 people in 19 camps in Nsanje, Chikwawa and Zomba districts. While other water supply interventions are 
continuing, water trucking came to an end on 3 May 2019, as originally planned. UNICEF’s partner, Water Missions, 
ensured that seven taps at Bangula camp- one of the largest camps- were operational by the time the water trucking 
came to an end. Additionally, a total of 54,211 people in the same districts have been provided with sanitation 
facilities in 12 IDP camps. UNICEF also facilitated the delivery of hygiene promotion messages to 255,000 people 
with focus on cholera prevention, within IDP camps, and district-wide through, community radios. This brings the 
cumulative total number of people reached with hygiene promotion messages to 300,000.  
 
Health 
 
From 15 to 28 April, nine cholera cases were reported in Chikwawa, Mwanza and Nsanje districts. All the cases are 
from the community and not the displacement camps. Cumulatively, 21 cases have been reported with no mortality 
in 2019 involving five districts (Blantyre (1), Chikwawa (1), Mchinji (2), Mwanza (10), Nsanje (7)). All the 21 cases 
patients were managed successfully and discharged cured.  
 
UNICEF had prepositioned cholera treatment supplies in the nine cholera-prone districts in the southern region, 
which are being used to manage cases in the affected districts. UNICEF is also supporting ongoing health promotions, 
awareness raising activities, and cross-border coordination meetings with Mozambique. Furthermore, UNICEF has 
supported cholera case management training for health workers from districts that share a border with 
Mozambique.  
 
UNICEF, working with the District Health Office and partners, has continued to respond with lifesaving health 
interventions through a mobile clinic strategy.  UNICEF is supporting 12 mobile teams in six districts. The services 
provided at the mobile clinic include curative consultation, basic essential maternal and new-born care, family 
planning, expanded programme on immunisation (EPI) services and follow up of chronic illnesses. In the reporting 
period, 51 camps were supported, reaching 31,194 beneficiaries. About 27 per cent of consultations related to 
malaria, acute respiratory tract infection and acute watery diarrhoea. 
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 Number of people reached by type of service  
 

Type of service # people reached during 
reporting period  

Cumulative 
results  

# of children immunized through the mobile clinics  611 2,497 
# of children who received measles vaccine  14,521 67,090 

# of people provided with reproductive health (antenatal care services and postnatal 
care services) 

399 1,082 

# of people who received male condoms 3,480 35,046 

# of people who received other family planning services 929 8,479 
# of people treated for chronic conditions 247 1,057 
# of consultations provided 11,282 28,020 

# of clients provided with HIV /ART services  445 1,479 
Total  31,914 144,750 

 
A Measles-Rubella vaccination campaign was conducted in nine flood-affected districts during this reporting period. 
The campaign targeted 109,000 children aged 6-59 months from the camps and surrounding community. Reports 
on the number of children reached are being compiled and will be reported in the next report. 
 
Nutrition 
 
UNICEF continues to provide technical support for mass screening in the camps and active case findings across all 
prioritized (Balaka, Chikwawa, Machinga, Mangochi, Mulanje, Nsanje, Phalombe, and Zomba). A total 51,081 
children (23,009 boys 28,072 girls) were screened in March 2019 with 1,811 children (942 boys and 869 girls) with 
severe acute malnutrition admitted and treated through the Community-based Management of Acute Malnutrition 
programme. 
 
Overall, a total of 12,230 (5,870 male, 6,360 female) have so far been admitted for treatment of SAM in the year 2019. 
From this, a total of 5, 768 (2769 male, 2999 female) are from the flood affected districts.  A total of 10,953 children 
have successfully recovered following treatment, representing 93 per cent recovery rate, 355 (three per cent) died 
and 238 (two per cent) defaulted while 268 (2.3 per cent) did not respond and were referred for further 
investigations.  
 
An additional 59,949 children under five have received Vitamin A supplements for the period January to March 2019 
(figure remain unchanged from last reporting period). 
 
Education  
 
According to real-time data provided by the 65 UNICEF-supported volunteer teachers in flood-affected districts, 
24,376 children (11,559 boys; 12,817 girls) in 36 schools are able to continue to go to school through UNICEF’s 
technical, financial and material support. Additionally, 2,731 children (1,273 boys and 1,458 girls) in Early 
Childhood Development (ECD) from 19 IDP camps have been reached with ECD kits and tent classrooms in the 
Chikwawa, Nsanje, Mulanje, Phalombe and Zomba. 
 
Child protection 
 
Children’s corners for psychosocial support, play and recreation of children continue to be supported in most of the 
priority displacement camps.  Children’s corner kits have been distributed and are now reaching approximately 
8,300 children on at least a weekly basis. In almost all priority evacuation sites, dedicated child protection workers 
have been assigned and are supporting families. There are concerns about increased cases of sexual and gender-
based violence with protracted stays in displacement camps due to the living conditions for families and children.  
 
UNICEF’s partner Youth Net and Counselling (YONECO) activated the Community-Based Complaints Mechanism 
(CBCM) to receive and refer protection cases in 22 camps across the six most affected districts with UNICEF support. 
A total of 255 members from 15 CBCM structures were oriented on protection issues including gender-based 
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violence, child marriage, sexual exploitation and abuse, and psychosocial support. During the reporting period, 10 
cases were reported through YONECO helpline services and referred to respective service providers. 
 
Cash based assistance 
 
The assessment to determine the impact of the floods on the Social Cash Transfer Programme (SCTP) operations in 
the five most affected districts – Chikwawa, Machinga, Nsanje, Phalombe, and Zomba has been finalised and is 
currently being used by different stakeholders and development partners to inform the design of their responses 
through the SCTP programme. The assessment indicated that a multipurpose cash response to SCTP beneficiaries is 
feasible and that the STCP can scale-up and provide this response with minimal costs and challenges.  
 
District Social Support Officers are currently working to determine, which families identified in the assessment will 
have challenges in accessing their cash, such as those who have lost their identification documents. These families 
will be supported with new documents. It is envisioned that SCTP households will receive additional cash in June, 
which will be provided in collaboration with WFP. This will ensure swift and safe delivery mechanisms. The 
Government will support with mobilization and communication. 
 
UNICEF is engaging its partner, CARE, to design and implement a monitoring process that will involve the 
development of a learning framework, baseline survey and end line survey. This data collection exercise will 
subsequently feed into the final report, which will add to the broader work around leveraging the SCTP programme 
for emergency response. 
 
Communications for Development (C4D)  
 
UNICEF’ partner Story Workshop Education Trust has completed training the local drama groups (135 women; 160 
men) in all 30 camps of Chikwawa, Nsanje, Mulanje, Phalombe, and Zomba. The drama groups have reached out to 
more than 20,000 people (5,000 men; 8,000 women; 7,000 children and young adolescents) with key messages on 
sleeping under mosquito nets, proper hand washing, prevention of open defection, good governance for camp 
leaders, child protection and GBV prevention.  
 
UNICEF has also completed data collection on knowledge, attitudes and practices in health, WASH, nutrition, child 
protection and education in 11 selected camps. The data is currently being analysed.  
 
UNICEF supported volunteer teachers to continue to support the camp committees to raise awareness and share 
key messages on education, child protection, nutrition, and health in all affected districts reaching more than 200 
people (30 men; 65 women; 80 children, 4 community leaders; 6 people with disability) per week in each camp. 
 
Media and external communication  
 
UNICEF engaged local media on the impact of UNICEF’s response, including support from partners. UNICEF 
continued to use social media to communicate key interventions in the flood response. All materials, including press 
releases, photos, videos and human-interest stories, can be found here: 
Website: www.unicef.org/malawi 
Blog: unicefmalawi.blog 
Twitter: @MalawiUNICEF; Dropbox: bit.ly/2NWs85K 
 
Funding  
 
UNICEF has so far received US$ 8.67 million and has carry over funds amounting to US$ 1.1 million from 2018, 
against the Malawi HAC funding appeal of US$ 15.29 million. This leaves a 36 per cent funding gap (US$ 5.52 million) 
constraining UNICEF’s ability to fully achieve planned results for children and women in humanitarian situations.  

 Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 15/03/2019 for a period of 3 months) 

Appeal Sector 
  Funds 

received 
against the 
appeal  

  
Funding gap 

Requirements Carry over 
funds* 
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Next Situation Report: 17/05/2019                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 
  

      $ % 

WASH  $2,800,000  $1,643,373    $     1,156,627  41% 

Education  $2,050,000  $350,938    $     1,699,062  83% 
Health   $2,563,130  $1,421,180 $ 1,097,891   $          44,059  2% 
Nutrition  $4,450,000  $3,736,616    $        713,384  16% 

Child protection  $600,000  $808,774    $ (208,774) 
-

35% 

HIV/AIDS  $150,000  $0    $        150,000  100
% 

Cash Based Support $1,500,000  $100,850   $ 1,399,150 98% 

Communication for Development  $500,000  $0   $500,000  100
% 

Program support and coordination  $684,000  $612,764     $          71,236  10% 
Total  $15,297,130  $8,674,495  $1,097,891 $5,524,744  36% 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Johannes Wedenig 
Representative, Malawi 
Telephone: 265 999 964 130 
Facsimile: 265 1 773 162 
Email: jwedenig@unicef.org  
 

Roisin De Burca 
Deputy Representative, Malawi 
Telephone: 265 992 961 100 
Facsimile: 265 1 773 162 
E-mail: rdeburca@unicef.org 
 

 



MALAWI FLOODS SITUATION REPORT    

7 
 

Annex A  
 
PROGRAMME RESULTS  

 UNICEF CLUSTER 
 

UNICEF 2019 
Target  

UNICEF 
Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 
report 
▲▼ 

CLUSTE
R 2019 
Target  

CLUSTER 
Total 
Results 

Change 
since 
last 
report 
▲▼ 

 

NUTRITION       
Children under 5 years old with severe acute 
malnutrition admitted into therapeutic feeding 
programme 

58,421 12,230 No change 58,421 12,230 
No 
change  

Children aged 6 to 59 months provided with 
Vitamin A supplementation 

400,075  59,949 No change 400,075  59,949 
No 
change 

HEALTH 
Children and women in humanitarian situations 
provided with access to health care services 

424,071 113,028 ▲17,742    

Children immunized for measles 379,195 67,090 ▲14,521    
WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE i 

People affected by drought, floods and cholera 
provided with safe water per agreed standards  

495,960 
 

61,317 
 

▲8,732 695,000 
 

62,932 
 

▲7,704  

People affected by drought, floods and cholera 
provided with sanitation services per agreed 
standards  

40,000  53,391 ▲1700 45,000 54,211 2530  

CHILD PROTECTION1 

Number of children with access to psycho-social 
support (PSS), socialization, play and learning  

150,000 17,938 No change  
To be 

determi
ned 

To be 
determin

ed 

To be 
determi

ned 

People reached by gender-based violence (GBV) 
prevention and response services 

7,000 863 No change  
To be 

determi
ned 

To be 
determin

ed 

To be 
determi

ned 
EDUCATION 
Disaster affected school-aged children including 
adolescents with access to quality education 
services  

95,500 24,376 ▲8,167 135,000 28,812 ▲8,167 

Disaster affected adolescent children, in and out of 
school, with access to relevant alternative 
education services 

2,000 02 No change  8,000 0 
No 

change  

Cash Based Assistance  
Vulnerable households receiving cash emergency 
top ups 

14,500 21,6643 No change    

Communication for Development          

Disaster affected people reached with key 
messages and call to action on life saving practices  

495,960 32,000 ▲12,000    

HIV & AIDS       
10,000 Women in disaster affected areas retained 
on HIV treatment for 6 months 

10,000 0 No change    

 

                                                        
1 Protection cluster is now co-led by UNHCR, so UNICEF is no longer reporting protection cluster results 
2 No alternative education centres were set up as earlier planned because the required education services could be provided to the affected children through the 
formal system by enhancing its capacity with the deployment of volunteer teachers and provision of material support. 
3 The planned target of 14,500 was surpassed substantially because in the process of implementation, unlike the MVAC report which identified only a portion of the 
SCTP beneficiaries as food insecure, UNICEF opted for a blanket coverage targeting all SCTP beneficiaries in the affected Traditional Authorities that were 
identified as food insecure in the Malawi Vulnerability Assessment Report considering that usually all of them face food insecurity and would most likely require 
food assistance to meet their consumption needs 
 


