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Summary of UNICEF’s response with partners 
 

 UNICEF CLUSTER 

 
UNICEF 
2019 
Target  

UNICEF 
Total 
Results 

% of 
target 

UNICEF 
2019 
Target  

UNICEF 
Total 
Results 

% of 
target 

Nutrition: Children under-five with severe acute malnutrition 
admitted into therapeutic feeding programme 

58,421 15, 581 
 

27% 58,421 15,581 27% 

Health: Children immunized against measles 379,195 145,671 38%    

WASH: People affected by drought, floods and cholera provided 
with safe water per agreed standards  

495,960 145,865 29% 695,000 147,480 21% 

Child Protection: Number of children with access to 
psychosocial support (PSS), socialization, play and learning in 
safe spaces 

150,000 19,579 13%    

Education: Disaster affected school-aged children including 
adolescents with access to quality education services  

95,500 29,668 31% 135,000 44,419 33% 

Situation in Numbers 

31 May 2019 
868, 900  
people affected by the cyclone and 
floods 
 
12,856  
people remain displaced in two districts 
from the original 86,980 
 
Over 219,195  
children targeted by UNICEF  
 
25  
Confirmed cases of cholera registered in 
total with no mortality during the 2018/19 
cholera season. 

 
 The number of displacement sites has continued to decrease as 

Internally Displaced People (IDPs) return to their places of origin while 
others resettle in newly identified land. The number of active 
displacement camps had reduced from the 173 to six.  
 

 With UNICEF support 29,668 children (14,109 boys; 15,559 girls) from 
43 schools have gained access to quality education services with 
technical support from the volunteer teachers.   

 
 A total of 249,695 people has been provided with access to health care 

services including curative consultation, basic essential maternal and 
new-born care, family planning, immunization and follow up of 
chronic illnesses through UNICEF supported mobile clinics.  
 

 With support from UNICEF, approximately 10,000 children continue 
to be reached on a weekly basis with psychosocial support (PSS), play 
and recreation services.  

 

 Health worker checks a child for malnutrition at Kathebwe displacement  camp, © 
UNICEF Malawi/2019/Andrew Brown 

 

Highlights 

Malawi Floods Sit Rep # 8, 19-31 May 
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Situation overview  
The number of displacement sites has continued to decrease as IDPsreturn to their places of origin while others 
resettle in newly identified land. Reports indicate that as of 21 May, the number of active camps had reduced 
from the initial 173 to six (four in Chikwawa, two in Nsanje). More than 12,856 people remain displaced in 
camps in the two districts. The Government and its humanitarian partners are facilitating timely and 
participatory return of the IDPs through several interventions including provision of a return package and 
ensuring availability of services in the places of return.  
 
The 2019 Floods Post Disaster Needs Assesment (PDNA), estimated that the cost from the heavy rains and floods 
amounted to US$220.2 million and the Government of Malawi will require about US$370 million to help 
affected people and communities to recover and reconstruct. The report is expected to be launched in mid-
June. The data and information collected has provided a basis for the recovery plan, which is currently being 
developed. A recovery plan of action is being developed with leadership from the Department of Disaster 
Management Affairs as one way of harmonizing and rationalizing delivery of recovery interventions in line with 
the PDNA. 
 
No new cholera cases have been confirmed during this reporting period. Five suspected cases indicated in the 
last report have retuned a negative result for cholera. Thus, the total number of confirmed cases registered 
during this cholera season is 25 including one death (Case Fatality Rate = 4%) in five districts (Blantyre, Chikwawa, 
Mchinji, Mwanza and Nsanje), see Fig 1.   
 

Fig 1: Epidemic curve of cholera cases in Malawi, during this cholera season (Nov 2018-Oct 2019) 

 
 
The nutrition situation continues to be stable across the country with the number of children admitted for severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM) treatment in April 2019 lower than the previous three years, see figure below.  
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The nutrition situation could, however, deteriorate later in the year as the current response to 2018/19 drought 
induced food insecurity comes to an end and the food insecurity situation escalates in localized areas especially in 
flood affected southern Malawi. In these areas, some households lost all their crops and assets during the flooding 
and have depleted livelihoods and are most likely to continue registering food and income deficits even during the 
harvest and post-harvest period. According to Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWSNET) projections, 
districts affected by the flooding are IPC1 Phase 2 (stressed) while some households are facing IPC3 (crisis) 
having lost their crops and livestock and suffered extensive damage to land. Partners have begun early recovery 
activities by supporting households with seeds and agricultural inputs to meet the winter planting season. A 
SMART2 nutrition survey currently being undertaken will provide more details on the nutrition situation.  
 
Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
The Government of Malawi is leading the humanitarian response through the Department of Disaster 
Management Affairs (DoDMA), with support from humanitarian partners, including NGOs, the UN and donor 
agencies. UNICEF actively participates in the Humanitarian Country Team and the Inter-Cluster Coordination 
Fora, which lead cross-sectoral coordination of humanitarian programmes in the country. UNICEF is the co-lead 
agency for the Education, Nutrition, and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Clusters and the Child 
Protection Sub-Cluster, while also playing a key role in the Health Cluster. 
 
Humanitarian strategy  
UNICEF continues to provide immediate life-saving and life-sustaining assistance to populations affected by 
severe food insecurity and flooding, while also investing in resilience-building interventions. Support has 
focused on 23 camps in the six worst affected districts of Chikwawa, Nsanje, Machinga, Mangochi, Phalombe 
and Zomba. The aim is to deliver services through multi-sectoral responses in child protection, education, health, 
nutrition, social protection and WASH, supported by community engagement activities.  
 
Summary analysis of programme response   
 
Education  
With UNICEF technical and financial support, the Ministry of Education Science and Technology (MoEST) has, 
during the reporting period, recruited and trained an additional 60 volunteer teachers. Over two days, the 
volunteer teachers were trained on (DRM) principles and practices, the roles of volunteer teachers, protection 
and inclusiveness, Prevention of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA), Codes of Conduct and Work Ethics with 
respect to Education in Emergencies. The newly trained teachers will be deployed a week after the conclusion 
of the national election process on 29 May 2019.  This will bring the total number of volunteer teachers to 119 
thus almost doubling the number of schools and learners benefiting from their services. So far, 29,668 children 
(14,109 boys; 15,559 girls) from 43 schools have gained access to quality education services with technical 
support from the volunteer teachers.   
 
Water, sanitation and hygiene 
Through UNICEF support, a total of 145,865 people in 40 sites accommodating displaced people and 
communities in the districts of Nsanje, Chikwawa, Mulanje, Machinga, Phalombe, Balaka, Mangochi and Zomba 
have gained access to safe water supply.  During the reporting period, nine solar reticulation systems have been 
completed that will serve schools, health facilities and returning communities as part of building back. Also, 
discussions are underway among partners around appropriate approaches for sanitation for returnees; 
depending on the extent of the damage to household latrines. Consideration is being made to support a 

                                                        
1 Integrated Food Security Phase classification 
2 Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transition 
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combination of temporary shared latrines and support for Community Lead Total Sanitation (CLTS) as well as 
possible use of corbelled latrines (raising them above ground level) for communities to reconstruct latrines.  

In the same districts, 56,041 people has been provided with sanitation facilities in 28 displacement camps. With 
IDPs now moving out of the camps, sanitation facilities have been decommissioned in 10 camps in Balaka 
Chikwawa, Mulanje and Nsanje.  

Additionally, over 600,000 people have been reached with hygiene messages in displacement camps as well as 
surrounding communities through community radios, especially on cholera prevention. Additionally, up to 501 
adolescent school girls have been provided with menstrual hygiene kits. 

Health 
Working with the District Health Office and partners, UNICEF continues to respond with lifesaving health 
interventions through mobile clinics.  The services provided at the mobile clinics include curative consultation, 
basic essential maternal and new-born care, family planning, immunization and follow up of chronic illnesses. 
In the reporting period, 51,023 beneficiaries in 79 camps and hard to reach villages were reached with the 
services bringing the total number of beneficiaries reached so far to 249,695. Of the 12,119 consultations 
provided, 25 per cent were  children under five years, with 37 per cent of consultations related to malaria, acute 
respiratory tract infection and acute watery diarrhoea.  
  

Beneficiaries reached with lifesaving health interventions per district 

 
  
Meanwhile, UNICEF printed and distributed 50,000 health passports to all nine affected districts (Nsanje, Balaka, 
Chikwawa, Machinga, Mangochi, Mulanje, Phalombe, Thyolo and Zomba), which will replace health passports 
lost due to the cyclone. 
 
Nutrition 
Institutionalized active case finding for acute malnutrition, supported by UNICEF, has enabled early 
identification and prompt treatment of acute malnutrition, which has improved the program performance 
indicators including cure rates, death rates and defaulter rates. Since January 2019, 15,581 children have been 
admitted and treated in the Community-based Management of Acute Malnutrition programme against a HAC 
target of 58,421.  Furthermore, 97,469 children aged 6 to 59 months were provided with Vitamin A 
supplementation out of 400,075 (15 per cent of the target). 
 
Additionally, the integration of therapeutic nutrition supplies within the national supply chain management 
system has increased ownership by the Government, resulting in improved accountability and management of 
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health facility stocks by the Pharmacy Department.  Nutrition supplies are frequently monitored and 
replenished through the integrated system. 
 
Child protection 
UNICEF continues to support ‘children’s corners’, which were established in priority IDP sites and some nearby 
communities, for psychosocial support (PSS), play and recreation of children.  Approximately 10,000 children 
are being reached on a weekly basis. Now that many people have returned to their communities, from the IDP 
sites, UNICEF’s partner, Save the Children, conducted a mapping to ensure the continuity of the ‘children’s 
corners’ in 36 communities in the six most-affected districts. Save the Children are working to ensure that 24 
‘children’s corners’ established in the IDP sites remain functional in nearby communities.  As part of the early 
recovery phase, the need for establishing an additional 12 ‘children’s corners’ in the relocation villages has been 
identified.  
  
Community-Based Complaints Mechanism (CBCM), including two helplines, delivered through UNICEF’s partner 
Youth Net and Counselling (YONECO) continue to receive and refer cases of child protection and PSEA/GBV. 
Since 21 May, 58 cases were reported through CBCM and helplines including nine cases of sexual violence 
against children (including child marriage). YONECO referred the cases to respective services and are following 
up to ensure child victims are supported and alleged perpetrators face justice. UNICEF is also partnering with 
the Malawi Police Service to enhance community policing in flood-affected areas as part of the early recovery 
phase.    
 
Cash Based Assistance 
The DFID funded Social Cash Transfers Programme (SCTP) flood response has commenced with sensitization 
meetings with community members, SCTP beneficiaries and orientation meetings with the district teams. These 
activities are being conducted in Chikwawa and Zomba. UNICEF continues to provide technical support in the 
form of planning and coordination to three other districts (Mangochi, Machinga and Phalombe) funded by KFW. 
The plan is to reach 31,616 households across five districts. UNICEF partner, CARE International, is supporting 
with monitoring and evaluation activities, and a baseline data collection exercise will begin on 3 June 2019.   
 
Communications for Development (C4D)  
UNICEF continues to engage flood survivors with integrated messages around child protection, education, 
health, nutrition and WASH through various channels. Through the Ministry of Information, UNICEF is 
supporting national social mobilization committees and district social mobilization committees to implement 
community engagement coordination mechanism in six priority districts. 
 
UNICEF partner, Centre for Development Communications (CDC), is carrying out capacity building for radio 
listening clubs among returning IDPs in six priority districts, while Story Workshop is conducting theatre for 
development sessions among returning IDPs and those still in camps to facilitate the implementation of 
protective community actions. Community radios continue to broadcast key messages, reaching over 100, 000 
people every day in flood affected districts. A total of 132, 000 people have been reached with key messages 
through all of the different methods - radio listening groups, health talks, drama performances and 
interpersonal communication sessions.  
 
Media and external communication  
UNICEF engaged local media on the impact of their response, including support from partners. UNICEF 
continued to use social media to communicate key interventions in the flood response. All materials, including 
press releases, photos, videos and human-interest stories, can be found here: 
Website: www.unicef.org/malawi 
Blog: unicefmalawi.blog 
Twitter: @MalawiUNICEF; Dropbox: bit.ly/2NWs85K 
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Funding  
Against the 2019 Malawi HAC funding appeal of US$ 15.29 million UNICEF has so far received US$ 10.25 million. 
Carry over funds from 2018 amount to amount to US$ 1.1 million. This leaves a 31 per cent funding gap US$ 4.72 
million. For the Cyclone Idai response, UNICEF has received a total amount of US$6.6 million out of the US$8.265 
million required. Additionally, the Country Office has US$ 3.95 million of unallocated funds which, once 
allocated. will be available for the cyclone response and will further reduce the funding gap.  

 
Next Situation Report: 30/06/2019                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 
  

 Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 15/03/2019 for a period of 3 months) 

Appeal Sector 

  Funds received 
against the 
appeal  

  
Funding gap 

Requirements 
Carry over 
funds* 

      $ % 

WASH $2,800,000 $3,051,905  0 0% 

Education $2,050,000 $735,278  $1,314,722 64% 

Health  $2,563,130 $1,625,276 $ 1,097,891 $        0 0% 
Nutrition $4,450,000 $3,736,616  $ 713,384 16% 
Child protection $600,000 $959,681  0 0% 
HIV/AIDS $150,000 $5,885   $144,115  96% 
Cash Based Support $1,500,000 $100,850  $ 1,399,150 93% 
Communication for Development $500,000 $50,000  $500,000 90% 

Program support and coordination $684,000 0  $684,000 100% 

Total $15,297,130 $     10,252,407  $1,097,891 $ 4,718,456 31% 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Johannes Wedenig 
Representative, Malawi 
Telephone: 265 999 964 130 
Facsimile: 265 1 773 162 
Email: jwedenig@unicef.org  
 

Roisin De Burca 
Deputy Representative, Malawi 
Telephone: 265 992 961 100 
Facsimile: 265 1 773 162 
E-mail: rdeburca@unicef.org 
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Annex A  
 
PROGRAMME RESULTS  

 UNICEF CLUSTER 
 

UNICEF 
2019 
Target  

UNICEF 
Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 
report 
▲▼ 

CLUSTER 
2019 
Target  

CLUSTER 
Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 
report 
▲▼ 

 

NUTRITION       
Children under 5 years old with severe acute 
malnutrition admitted into therapeutic feeding 
programme 

58,421 15, 581 
 

No change 58,421 13876 No change 

Children aged 6 to 59 months provided with 
Vitamin A supplementation 

400,075  59,949 
 

No change 400,075  59,949  No change 

HEALTH 
Children and women in humanitarian situations 
provided with access to health care services 

424,071 249,695 ▲51,023     

Children immunized for measles 379,195 145,671 ▲46,256    
WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE i 
People affected by drought, floods and cholera 
provided with safe water per agreed standards  

495,960 145,865 No change 695,000 145,865 No change 

People affected by drought, floods and cholera 
provided with sanitation services per agreed 
standards  

40,000  56,041 No change 45,000 56,041 No change 

CHILD PROTECTION 
Number of children with access to psycho-social 
support (PSS), socialization, play and learning  

150,000 19,579 ▲1,641     

People reached by gender-based violence (GBV) 
prevention and response services 

7,000 967 ▲104     

EDUCATION 
Disaster affected school-aged children including 
adolescents with access to quality education 
services  

95,500 29,668 No change 135,000 44,419 ▲8,747 

Disaster affected adolescent children, in and out 
of school, with access to relevant alternative 
education services 

2,000 03 No change  8,000 0 No change  

Cash Based Assistance  
Vulnerable households receiving cash emergency 
top ups 14,500 21,6644 No change    

Communication for Development          

Disaster affected people reached with key 
messages and call to action on life saving 
practices 

495,960 132,000 ▲100,000    

HIV & AIDS       
10,000 Women in disaster affected areas retained 
on HIV treatment for 6 months 

10,000 647 ▲647    

 

                                                        
3 No alternative education centres were set up as earlier planned because the required education services could be provided to the affected children through the 
formal system by enhancing its capacity with the deployment of volunteer teachers and provision of material support. 
 
4 The planned target of 14,500 was surpassed substantially because in the process of implementation, unlike the MVAC report which identified only a portion of the 
SCTP beneficiaries as food insecure, UNICEF opted for a blanket coverage targeting all SCTP beneficiaries in the affected Traditional Authorities that were 
identified as food insecure in the Malawi Vulnerability Assessment Report considering that usually all of them face food insecurity and would most likely require 
food assistance to meet their consumption needs 
 


