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Situation in Numbers 
3,128,000  
children in need of 
humanitarian assistance 

 
Over 219,195  
children targeted for 
assistance by UNICEF 

 
1,000,000 
food insecure people  
 

  
 
  

UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 
 

Highlights 
 Results of the 2019/2020 food security vulnerability assessment recently 

released by the Government of Malawi confirms that 1.1 million people across 
the country will not be able to meet their food requirements from October 2019 
to March 2020.  

 
 UNICEF continues to support returnees in their host communities and to 

engage donor partners to support recovery efforts across the 17 local 
authorities that were affected by the floods from Cyclone Idai in March. 

 
 During the period July to September 2019, an average of 15,000 children per 

month had access to psychosocial support through participation in UNICEF-
supported Children’s Corners. 

 
 Since the start of the recovery phase, 25,718 more learners have received 

support provided by 109 volunteer teachers from the Ministry of Education 
Science and Technology. This brings the total number of school-aged children 
including adolescents in disaster affected areas, that have gained access to 
quality education services in 2019 to 73,648.   
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UNICEF Appeal 2019 
$15,297,130  

 

 

 

 

Funds 
received  
in 2019, 

$10M

Funding 
gap, $5M

Funding Status (in US$)

*The Initial plan was that UNICEF will receive the funds for cash disbursements as well as assessments and 
monitoring. This was later changed, and UNICEF received funds for assessments and monitoring only while the 
funds for cash disbursements were channelled through WFP.  It is for this reason that UNICEF achieved all 
intended results with much smaller funding compared to initially indicated requirement. 
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 

Against the 2019 Malawi HAC funding appeal of US$15.29 million, UNICEF has so far received US$ 10.3 million.  
UNICEF expresses its sincere gratitude to all public and private donors for the contributions received. In addition, 
UNICEF reallocated an amount of $1,097,891 from regular resources at the beginning of the response to the Cyclone 
Idai related floods to kickstart urgent lifesaving interventions.  A funding gap of 36 per cent remains. 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
 During the first week of October, the government released results of the 2019/20 food security vulnerability assessment. 
The report confirms that 1.1 million people across the country will not be able to meet their food requirements from 
October 2019 to March 2020. In some of the affected districts, provision of food assistance is supposed to start in 
November 2019. The Department of Disaster Management Affairs convened a meeting that took place on 9 October 
2019 to initiate discussions aimed at determining the response modalities and kickstart the development of the 
2019/2020 national food insecurity response plan. With only a month left before the recommended start date of the 
response, food assistance may not commence in November as required.  
 
UNICEF continues to support returnees in their host communities and to engage donor partners to support recovery 
efforts across the 17 local authorities that were affected by the flooding from Cyclone Idai in March 2019. Also, 
procurement of supplies and national contingency planning processes are under way ahead of the rainy season, which 
starts on 1 November.  

Ebola Viral Disease (EVD) continues to be a threat to the southern Africa region, owing to an ongoing outbreak in the 
DRC. Malawi is conducting substantial preparedness interventions for EVD, including procuring supplies and capacity 
building of health workers.  

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
Nutrition 
UNICEF continues to support timely and consistent distribution of nutrition therapeutic supplies including RUTF, F75 
and F100 ensuring availability and access to these lifesaving commodities. There has been a 31 percent decrease in 
Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) admissions in the Community-based Management of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM) 
programme, from 3,870 in August 2018 to 2,667 in the same month in 2019. Cumulatively, there has been a 13 percent 
decrease in new SAM admissions in the period of January to August 2019 during which a total of 27,673 children with 
SAM were admitted into the CMAM programme compared to 31,840 admitted in the same period in 2018.  Admissions 
in Supplementary Feeding Program for treatment of Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM) increased by 17 percent from 
4,892 in August 2018 to 5,732 children in the same month in 2019. Cumulatively in January to August 2019, MAM 
admissions also increased by 7 percent to 66,881 from 62,790 in the same period in 2018.  The availability of MAM 
supplies in the facilities during the reporting period continues to contribute to the high admissions as compared to same 
period last year where there were no supplies in most of the health facilities. There is a likelihood that the MAM 
admissions could increase further as the lean season approaches.  
 

WASH 
With UNICEF support, 191,977 people have been reached with the provision of safe drinking water in over 40 sites 
during the flooding response phase; and up to 50 affected communities during the recovery phase in Nsanje, Chikwawa, 
Mulanje, Machinga, Phalombe, Balaka,Mangochi and Zomba. The water was provided through bore hole rehabilitation, 
house hold water treatment, water trucking and more recently through nine solar powered reticulation water schemes 
cconstructed in institutions such schools, health facilities, early childhood care centers and surrounding communities 
that hosted IDP’s. 
 
A total of 56,041 people in the same districts were provided with sanitation facilities in 28 camps for the displaced people 
since the cyclone in March. A total of 51 double stance permanent latrines were constructed in the schools that hosted 
IDP’s, which continue to serve 11,949 school children and host community members.  Also, more than 5,000 sanitary 
pads were distributed for women and girls both in and out of school. 
 

Health 
With UNICEF support, 308, 538 people has been provided with access to health care services since the start of the 
response. Among other interventions, UNICEF supported mobile health activities which concluded on 31 July 2019 (a 
month after the end of the Cyclone Idai floods response phase). The mobile clinics alone reached 287,218 affected 
populations and host communities with this service.  
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UNICEF in partnership with WHO, Ministry of Health and Population and Society of Medical Doctors in Malawi have 
embarked on Ebola Virus disease (EVD) prevention and preparedness activities. Surveillance and case management 
training of more than 300 health workers has been completed in three districts, with further 530 health workers to be 
trained in 5 additional districts. More than 180 Malawi Defence Forces health workers and support staff from 9 barracks 
have been trained on surveillance and case management. Border officials and port health workers have been trained 
on screening and surveillance at all border crossing points. EVD prevention and response supplies have been procured 
and are currently undergoing custom clearance. 
 
UNICEF is also providing technical support to the the cholera technical work group and the health cluster presently 
engaged in developing contingency plans. UNICEF has also procured supplies in readiness for the new Cholera which 
started on 1 November 2019.  
 

Education 
Since the start recovery phase, 25,718 more learners have received support provided by 109 volunteer teachers from 
the Ministry of Education Science and Technology with technical and financial support from UNICEF as part of the 
efforts provide flood affected school-aged children including adolescents with access to quality education services. 
Activities supported by the teachers include preparing gardens and planting vegetables, fruit trees and flowers; 
rehabilitating toilets, cleaning of school surroundings and water points, establishing school clubs and reading 
competitions, mobilising learners for recreation and play activities and encouraging interactions between IDP children 
and host learners. Distribution of teaching and learning materials has also restarted with schools having resumed on 16 
September 2019 after a 3-month break. In September 2019, 47 schools received additional school-in-a-box kits and 
recreation kits. In most schools, previously displaced children and learners with disabilities were prioritized to receive 
these items. Cumulatively, in 2019, a total of 73,648 (35,422 boys, 38,226 girls) school-aged children including 
adolescents in disaster affected areas have gained access to quality education services.  

Child Protection 
In 2019, 106,547 children have been provided with access to psycho-social support (PSS), socialization, play and 
learning with support from UNICEF. During the recovery phase (July to September), an average of 15,000 children per 
month have been participating in Children’s Corners and have received psychosocial support services through games 
and Healing Through Art programmes. Cumulatively, 790 caregivers have been trained during the flood response and 
recovery period including 101 psychosocial support caregivers trained in September through UNICEF’s partnership with 
Save the Children. With support from UNICEF, a total of 292 child protection cases were managed in September by 
District Social Welfare Officers.  In addition, 15 case conferences were conducted to manage complex cases of child 
abuse and/or neglect.  To strengthen the workforce, 24 mentorship sessions for Children’s Corners’ caregivers and 
Child Protection Workers were conducted in 6 affected districts.  

UNICEF is also strengthening community policing forums, which play a significant role in preventing and responding to 
violence against children and gender-based violence. UNICEF supported the Malawi Police Service to conduct 
orientations for community policing volunteers and with support from the Japanese Government, provided reflective 
jackets to strengthen their visibility in communities and encourage access from community members.  

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy 
UNICEF is the co-lead agency for the Education, Nutrition, and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Clusters and 
the Child Protection Sub-Cluster, while also playing a key role in the Health Cluster. Apart from supporting the Lead 
Ministries/Departments in achieving the cluster lead responsibilities, UNICEF participates in Humanitarian Country 
Team and the Inter-Cluster Coordination meetings which provide a platform for cross-sectoral coordination. During the 
2019 floods response, UNICEF established an operational hub in Blantyre to ensure close coordination with other actors 
on the ground. This also enabled UNICEF better to engage with sub-national clusters as well as regional inter-cluster 
group under the leadership of the Department of Disaster Management Affairs.  

Human Interest Stories and External Media 
UNICEF has used social media and online channels to document the impact of response efforts.  In its communications 
UNICEF has acknowledged the support of partners and will focus on documenting recovery interventions in the next 
few months. All materials, including press releases, photos, videos and human-interest stories, can be found here: 
 
Website: www.unicef.org/malawi  Blog: unicefmalawi.blog   
Twitter: @MalawiUNICEF; Dropbox: bit.ly/2NWs85K Facebook: UNICEF Malawi 
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Next SitRep: 11 November 2019 
 
  

Who to contact 
for further 
information: 

Rudolf Schwenk  
Representative, Malawi 
Telephone: 265 998939413 
Facsimile: 265 1 773 162 
Email: rschwenk@unicef.org  
 

Tedla Damte 
Deputy Representative, Malawi 
Telephone: +265992495427 
Facsimile: 265 1 773 162 
E-mail: tdamte@unicef.org 
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 Cluster/Sector Response UNICEF and IPs 

Sector 
2019 

target 
Total 

results* 

Change 
since 
last 

report 
▲▼ 

2019 
target 

Total 
results* 

Change 
since last 

report 
▲▼ 

Nutrition       
Children under 5 years old with 
severe acute malnutrition 
admitted into therapeutic feeding 
programme 

58, 421 24,781  ▲2,667 58, 421 24,781  ▲2,667 

Children aged 6 to 59 months 
provided with Vitamin A 
supplementation 

400,075  112,700* 
 

No 
change  

400,075  112,700 
 

No change  

Health       
Children and women in 
humanitarian situations provided 
with access to health care 
services 

424,071 308, 538 ▲21,320    

Children immunized for measles 379,195 179,220** ▲20,003    
WASH       

People affected by drought, 
floods and cholera provided with 
safe water per agreed standards  

495,960*** 190,362 No 
change  

695,000 191,977 No change 

People affected by drought, 
floods and cholera provided with 
sanitation services per agreed 
standards i 

40,000  56,041 
No 
change 

45,000 56,041 No change 

Child Protection       
Number of children with access to 
psycho-social support (PSS), 
socialization, play and learning  

150,000 106,547**** ▲86,968    

People reached by gender-based 
violence (GBV) prevention and 
response services 

7,000 2,670***** ▲1,703    

Education       

Disaster affected school-aged 
children including adolescents 
with access to quality education 
services  

95,500 73,648 ****** 
(35,422 
boys, 38,226 
girls) 

25,718 135,000 88,399 
(42,810 
boys, 
45,589 
girls) 

25,718 

Disaster affected adolescent 
children, in and out of school, with 
access to relevant alternative 
education services** 

2,000 0* No 
change  

8,000 0* No change  

HIV/AIDS       
10,000 Women in disaster 
affected areas retained on HIV 
treatment for 6 months 

10,000 647 
No 
change 

   

CASH BASED PROGRAMMING        
Vulnerable households receiving 
cash emergency top ups 

29,277 29,277 
No 
change 
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COMMUNICATION FOR 
DEVELOPMENT  

      

Disaster affected people reached 
with key messages and call to 
action on life saving practices 

495,960 150,000 No change    

* Waiting for Ministry of Health to release the report of Child Health days conducted in June 2019. The results are expected by  the end of October. 
The figures will be updated in the subsequent reports once the results are released. 

** Report does not include September measles immunization achievement. More than half of the health unit data from flood affected districts for 
August is not captured as well. This information will be captured in subsequent reports 

***2019 HAC was originally including response for both droughts (lean season) and floods. 2019 floods in Malawi have been significantly resource 
consuming and this has shifted the focus from the lean season response. Collection of data on these performance indicators will continue until the 
end 2019, although no significant changes are expected considering that there are no additional financial resources available for Q4 

****UNICEF previously relied on mobile data platform (Datawinnners) as the source for this indicator. The last SitReps provided the most recently 
available data from that platform (incomplete, as of early March). UNICEF is migrating to a new mobile data platform (RapidPro) and will collect and 
validate data for the year to provide full and complete data. In the interim, figures have been provided from the most comprehensive monitoring 
report collating data from District Social Welfare Offices and our partner, Save the Children, for the period April-July, in 6 most-affected districts.  

****** UNICEF previously relied on mobile data platform (Datawinnners) as the source for this indicator. The last SitReps provided the most recently 
available data from that platform (incomplete, as of early March). UNICEF is migrating to a new mobile data platform (RapidPro) and will collect and 
validate data for the year to provide full and complete data. To date, the migration to RapidPro has occurred for police services, which is reflected in 
the increase.  

******No alternative education centres were set up as earlier planned because the required education services could be provided to the affected 
children through the formal system by enhancing its capacity with the deployment of volunteer teachers and provision of material support. 
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Annex B 

Funding Status* 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

WASH $2,800,000 $3,051,905 $0 $ 0% 

Education $2,050,000 $735,278 $0 $0 64% 

Health  $2,563,130 $1,625,276 $0 $1,314,722 37% 

Nutrition $4,450,000 $3,723,531 $0 $937,854 16% 

Child protection $600,000 $959,681 $0 $726,469 0% 

HIV/AIDS $150,000 $5,885 $0 $0 96% 

Cash Based Support $1,500,000 $100,850 $0 $144,115 93% 

Communication for Development $500,000 $50,000 $0 $1,399,150 90% 

Cluster coordination $684,000 $86,030 $0 $450,000 100% 

Total $15,297,130 $10,338,437 $0 $597,970 36% 

* As defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 08/May/2019 for a period of January to December 2019   

 

 
                                                      


