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Humanitarian
Action for
Children

Mali
Children and young people in Mali, especially girls, continue to bear the brunt of the country's 
complex and protracted crisis, with 2.18 million children in need of humanitarian 
assistance.  Lack of access to essential services and limited State presence and capacity in 
the northern and central regions are driving humanitarian needs. In the first half of 2019, the 
security situation has deteriorated, especially in the center where inter-communal conflicts 
have worsened. The number of internally displaced persons fleeing violence increased to 
72,000 in Mopti and Segou. This is 58 per cent of the estimated 148,000 in the country.  An 
estimated 1.3 million people  require safe water. The number of children at risk of severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM) increased to 190,000.   Children and women are also facing serious 
protection risks, including grave violations such as killing, maiming, recruitment by armed 
groups and gender-based violence. Some 835,000 people,  including 55 per cent of children, 
urgently require protection assistance. Over 451,000 children require emergency education 
support across the country,  with 920 schools closed, including 598 in Mopti region.  Mali is 
also vulnerable to climate change and prone to natural disasters such as flooding and 
droughts.   
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Humanitarian strategy Results from  2019
In 2019, UNICEF and partners continue to 
reach affected communities in Mali with social 
services and strengthen the linkages between 
gender-sensitive humanitarian action and 
development programmes. UNICEF is 
supporting the Government to prevent 
malnutrition and treat children with SAM, 
including hygiene promotion and the provision 
of water treatment and hygiene kits. The 
rehabilitation and construction of water 
systems will improve community access to 
drinking water, as will the provision of a full 
package of water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH) services to health centres and 
schools. Health support will focus 
on immunization campaigns. In affected areas, 
UNICEF will promote the continuity of 
education through community mobilization, 
community learning centres and the provision 
of school supplies. UNICEF will provide 
psychosocial support to conflict-affected 
children; support the release of children from 
armed forces and groups; facilitate the 
reunification of unaccompanied and separated 
children with their families; and provide girl 
survivors of gender-based violence with 
community care and socio-economic 
reintegration. As lead of the nutrition, WASH 
and education clusters and the child protection 
sub-cluster, UNICEF will continue to support 
line ministries and civil society organizations to 
strengthen their capacities for coordination,
preparedness and risk-informed response at 
both national and regional levels.

As of 30 June 2019, UNICEF had US$10.9 
million available against the US$41.9 million 
appeal (26 per cent funded).  UNICEF will 
continue to use its strategic positioning and 
convening role in many areas to influence 
inter-agency planning and coordination 
processes, so that sustained investments are 
made to link humanitarian and development 
actions. To overcome insecurity and access 
constraints in conflict-affected regions, 
UNICEF collaborated with line ministries and 
local non-governmental organizations and 
drew on community acceptance. To 
strengthen the nutrition surveillance system 
and closely monitor the nutrition situation, 42 
sentinel sites  were supported across the 
country. More than 69,000 people benefited 
from temporary and permanent drinking water 
services, and over 60,000 children with SAM
in the northern and central regions were 
treated. With UNICEF support, nearly 877,000 
children were vaccinated against measles. 
UNICEF conducted strong advocacy in 
communities and with local leaders on a 
child's right to learning and the reopening of 
schools and reached nearly 21,000 crisis-
affected children with learning materials. 
Nearly 66,000 children benefited from 
psychosocial support through seven child-
friendly spaces. As a key humanitarian 
stakeholder, UNICEF strongly advocated for 
upholding humanitarian principles and respect 
for humanitarian space to maintain and 
improve access and service delivery to 
affected populations. 
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Total people in need
3.9 million10

Total children (<18) in need
2.18 million11

Total people to be reached
1.45 million12

Total children to be reached
1.23 million13

Nutrition 
190,000 children under 5 years affected
by SAM admitted for treatment 

Health 
980,500 children under 5 years vaccinated
against measles 
1,423,587 children under 5 years
vaccinated against polio 

WASH 
222,500 people accessing the agreed
quantity of water for drinking, cooking and
personal hygiene 
50,000 people living in environments free
of open defecation 
25,000 children accessing WASH facilities
in learning environments 

Child Protection 
92,000 children reached with psychosocial
support, including through child-friendly
spaces 
400 children separated from armed
forces/groups reached with reintegration
support 
600 unaccompanied children reunited with
their caregivers 

Education 
245,000 crisis-affected children accessing
formal and non-formal education 
150,000 out-of-school boys and girls
affected by crisis accessing education 

2019 programme targets
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Who to contact for 
further information:

Manuel Fontaine 
Director Emergency Programmes, Office of
Emergency Programmes (EMOPS)
Tel: +1 212 326 7163
Email: mfontaine@unicef.org

Carla Haddad Mardini 
Director, Public Partnership
Division (PPD)
Tel: +1 212 326 7160
Email: chaddadmardini@unicef.org

Sector 2019 
targets

Sector total 
results 2019

UNICEF 2019 
targets

UNICEF
total results

NUTRITION        
Children under 5 years affected by SAM admitted for treatment 190,000 60,291 190,000 60,291
HEALTH        
Children under 5 years vaccinated against measles 980,500 876,805
Children under 5 years vaccinated against polio 1,423,587   1,420,199 
WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE
People accessing the agreed quantity of water for drinking, cooking 
and personal hygiene 1,000,000  161,042 222,500 94,530

People living in environments free of open defecation 378,500 18,610 50,000 16,440
Children accessing WASH facilities in learning environments 133,700 7,950 25,000 6,750
CHILD PROTECTION
Children reached with psychological support, including through child-
friendly spaces 120,000 72,468 92,000 65,573

Children separated from armed forces/groups reached with 
reintegration support 500 164 400 161

Unaccompanied children reunited with their families or caregivers 900 429 600 287
EDUCATION 
Crisis-affected children accessing formal and non-formal education 357,000 38,690 245,000 20,734
Out-of-school boys and girls affected by crisis accessing education 357,000 42,638 150,000 42,638  
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Results are through 30 June 2019.

 Humanitarian Response Plan revised as of July 2019. 
 The revised target for UNICEF is the same as for the cluster. UNICEF is the unique provider of nutrition interventions against this target. 
 The Ministry of Health has increased the target from 980,500 to 1,423,587. 
 Humanitarian Response Plan revised as of July 2019. 
 The modest result is mainly due to under-funding and heightened insecurity in the northern and central regions, which impeded humanitarian access. 
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Funding requirements
The UNICEF appeal for 2019 has been revised to US$47 million in response to the Central Sahel crisis that has increased the number of 
children to be reached, which requires critical resources before the end of the year. This funding will be essential to UNICEF's ability to provide 
critical health, WASH, child protection and education services to the most vulnerable children. 

Sector
2019 initial 

requirements 
(US$)

2019 
requirements 

(US$)
Funds received 

current year Carry-forward Total funds 
received Funding gap % 

gap

Nutrition 14,749,880 17,950,000 1,746,681 6,195,867 7,942,548 10,007,452 56%
Health 1,470,750 1,470,750 280,976 130,000 410,976 1,059,774 72%
Water, sanitation 
and hygiene 13,008,070 13,752,000 657,208 0 657,208 13,094,792 95%

Child protection 4,000,000 5,000,000 314,578 250,937 565,515 4,434,485 89%
Education 7,500,000 7,500,000 838,328 0 838,328 6,661,672 89%
Cluster 
coordination 1,250,000 1,250,000 434,484 30,000 464,484 785,516 63%

 Total  41,978,700 46,922,750 4,272,255 6,606,804 10,879,059 36,043,691 77%

 The number of children under 18 years in need was obtained using 56 per cent of the total, according to the National Statistical Bulletin, Ministry of Women, Children and Family Promotion,
October 2018. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, '2019 Plan de Réponse Mali', OCHA, revised July 2019. 
 Ministry of Health and Social Affairs, Commission for the Movement of Populations, Mali, 'Report on the Displaced Population', 30 June 2019. 
 Ibid. 
 Institut National de la Statistique, Mali, Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transitions survey report, September 2018. This is in addition to internal migration and deterioration

of the Sahel nutrition situation. 
 '2019 Plan de Réponse Mali'. 
 Ibid. 
 Education Cluster dashboard as of June 2019. 
 Available funds include US$4.3 million received against the current appeal and US$6.6 million carried forward from the previous year. 
 Sentinel sites were established for nutrition surveillance to monitor, on a monthly basis, the trends in the nutritional status of children aged 6 to 59 months (given their vulnerability to malnutrition)

and take prompt actions to adjust the response. 
 '2019 Plan de Réponse Mali'. 
 Fifty-six per cent of the population in need is children. '2019 Plan de Réponse Mali'. 
 Children under 5 years to be vaccinated against measles, children accessing education and access to water for adults. 
 Children under 5 years to be vaccinated against measles and children accessing education. 
 The SAM target has been increased from 170,000 to 190,000 cases by the end of the year. June SAM admissions are 10 per cent higher nationally compared to the same period last year. The

nutrition cluster expects a 20 per cent increase compared with the initial SAM target considered in the Humanitarian Response Plan. Additional resources are requested for prevention and
management of SAM. 

 The Ministry of Health has increased the initial target of vaccination against polio from 980,500 to 1,423,587, including the Mopti region due to the deterioration of the health and safety situation. 
 The target for "children receiving psychosocial support" increased from 62,151 to 92,000 children as the initial target has already been reached. Support is being increased in central Mopti and

Ségou to meet growing needs due to the security situation. The indicator "unaccompanied or separated reunited children with their caregivers" has been added due to the increase in child
separation due to conflict and displacement. 
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Lucia Elmi
Representative - Mali
Tel: +223 44 97 69 69
Email:  lelmi@unicef.org


