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UNICEF Appeal 2020 

US$ 145.1 million 

Situation in Numbers 

2.2 million 
children in need of 

humanitarian assistance  

(HAC 2020) 
 

7.9 million  
people in need (North-east) 

(HNO 2020) 
 

3.8 million 
people targeted 

(HAC 2020) 
 

1.9 million 
Internally displaced people 

(IDPs) North-east Nigeria 
 

150,000 (IDPs) North-west 

 
 

UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 
 

Highlights 
Since January 2020, with support from UNICEF: 

• 49,904 children with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) have accessed 

life-saving treatment services, of which, 1,889 children were reached 

in the north-west; 

• 514,171 IDPs including 286,169 children under 5 years were reached 

with integrated primary health care services in IDP camps and host 

communities in the north-east; 

• 96,571 gained access to safe water through construction, 

rehabilitation and water trucking in the north-east; 

• 238,715 boys and girls improved access to education through 

inclusive education while 17,192 were provided with essential 

learning materials in the north-east; and  

• 73,078 children received mental health and psychosocial support 

services (MHPSS through child friendly spaces). 
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 
In 2020, UNICEF is requesting US$ 145.1 million to reach 3.2 million people, including 2.2 million children affected by 

humanitarian crises across the country. Funds currently available amount to US$ 44.8 million. UNICEF’s ability to 

provide an integrated package of WASH, nutrition, health, education and child protection services for the survival 

and development of vulnerable children is hampered by a 69 per cent funding gap, with all sectors currently 

underfunded.  

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
 

North-east 

The IOM DTM Round XXX (December 2019) estimates that 1.83 million people remain internally displaced across the 

three north eastern states of Adamawa, Borno and Yobe, of whom 82 per cent are in Borno alone.1 Between January 

and March, 33,903 movements were registered within the three states with new arrivals accounting for 26,847. The 

key drivers behind these population movements are conflict/military operations, fear of attack, poor living conditions, 

and voluntary relocations. The priority needs for the returnees and the IDPs remain shelter, access to water and 

sanitation, health and nutrition services and the provision of food. 

 

The government of Borno State has shown heightened interest in returning IDPs to their areas of origin, declaring 

many locations safe for return. As per the returns strategy endorsed by the government in 2018, the operational 

humanitarian country team (OHCT) and the return task force are engaging the government on a gradual, planned 

and principled process, but the COVID-19 outbreak is likely to delay any returns. Currently, the OCHT task force is 

meeting daily to assess the programmes and implications of the pandemic to ensure life-saving humanitarian services 

can continue. The task force is exploring the development of Business Continuity Plans by all organizations and 

sectors in north-east and a light review of the programme criticality exercise was conducted to include COVID-19 

response measures.  

 

North-west 

Violence in north-west Nigeria has led to the displacement of thousands of people from rural communities due to 

disputes between farmers and herdsmen over water and land. Most recent figures from Emergency Management 

Agencies of Zamfara and Sokoto states estimate total numbers of IDPs at 150,000 (90,000 in Zamfara and 60,000 in 

Sokoto). Since January 2020, some IDPs have been returning to their location of origin following a relative reduction 

in frequency and intensity of hostilities and criminal banditry. However, incidents of killings and abductions for 

ransom are still reported. 

 

Nigeria recorded its first case COVID-19 February 27 when a 44-year-old Italian was diagnosed of Coronavirus 

(COVID-19). As at March 31, 131 confirmed cases and one death of COVID-19 had been recorded in Nigeria. A multi-

sectoral national emergency operation centre was established on the 28th February by National Centre for Disease 

Control (NCDC) and continues to coordinate the national response with state who have established their EoCs 

coordinating with NCDC. UNICEF is providing technical and resources support to government-led coordination 

mechanisms; including specific sectors such as risk communication, infection prevention and control, 

epidemiology/surveillance, laboratory and case management.2  

 

 

1 Internally displaced people (IDPs) (IOM DTM Round XXX, December 2019) published March 7 
2 For more on UNICEF Nigeria COVID-19 response check- UNICEF Nigeria COVID-19 Situation Report 
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Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition 

North-east 

Since the beginning of 2020, a total of 51,078 children 

with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) have been 

admitted for treatment, out of which, 8,359 children 

were admitted in UNICEF-supported treatment facilities 

in the three northeast states in March. Of the children 

admitted in March, 96.6 per cent of the children were 

successfully discharged as cured, 2.4 per cent dropped 

out of the treatment, 0.3 per cent died and 0.8 per cent did not respond to the treatment.   

 

To prevent malnutrition, 46,565 caregivers were reached with infant and young child feeding (IYCF) counselling and 

33,258 children aged 6-23 months received micronutrient powder (MNP) supplements in UNICEF-supported LGAs. 

The following activities were implemented during the reporting period to achieve the above-mentioned results:  

 

• Screening for malnutrition of 3,283,511 children aged 6-59 months  

• On-the-job coaching and supportive supervision visits to 380 outpatients’ therapeutic program (OTP) sites, 
35 stabilization centers (SCs), 203 IYCF corners, 281 mother support groups and 1,945 community nutrition 
mobilizers 

An integrated nutrition training for health workers in hard to reach areas and central Borno was conducted form the 

9th to 14th March 2020 in 2 batches top reduce crowding. The training was held in the Borno State Primary Health 

Care Development Agency conference hall. A total of sixty-eight (68) health workers, state nutrition officers, LGA 

facilitators, UNICEF staff and were in attendance. 

 

North-west 

A total of 3,063 children 6-59 months old, were admitted for treatment of SAM since the beginning of 2020, out of 

which 1,889 children (Sokoto-980 and Zamfara-909) were admitted in March in 20 emergency response nutrition 

sites with a cure rate of 89.6 percent. A total of 2,534 pregnant women received iron and folic acid supplementation. 

2,902 caregivers of children 0-23 months received key messaging and counselling for promotion of adequate and safe 

infant feeding and the prevention of malnutrition 

 

Community nutrition volunteers screened a total of 29,240 children 6-59 months by MUAC. This screening done for 

programmatic purposes is showing a general decrease in proxy SAM from 9.2 percent in a similar exercise done in 

November 2019, to 4.7 percent; but with an increase in proxy MAM from 20.1 to 23.1 percent. 

 

Health 

Since January 2020, 514,171 persons (including 286,169 children 

under the age of five) were reached with integrated primary 

healthcare (PHC) services in the camps for internally displaced 

and host communities in Adamawa, Borno and Yobe states. Out 

of 229,589 medical consultations, malaria remained the main 

morbidity with 64,829 cases, followed by respiratory infections 

56,007, diarrhea 19,581 cases, measles 683 and 88,489 other 

medical conditions. 8,399 women delivered safely with the 

assistance of skilled health workers and 12,269 women received 

post-natal care. Health workers also carried out preventive 

services for 263,914 people which ensured that: 

1%

13%

32%

0% 50% 100%
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• 12,946 children (aged between 6 months to 15 years) were vaccinated against measles 

• 115,075 children and pregnant women were reached with various antigens (including: Penta, oral polio 
vaccines-OPV, tetanus toxoid-TT, Hepatitis, pneumococcal conjugate vaccine-PCV, Meningitis, Yellow 
Fever) 

• 34,089 children receiving vitamin A  

• 37,545 people receiving Albendazole tablets for deworming  

• 51,580 pregnant women were reached with antenatal care, and  

• 12,679 women received mosquito nets through ANC and RI. 
 

WASH 

Since the beginning of 2020, UNICEF, as the 

provider of last resort, has continued to cover the 

water gaps in the transit camp in Pulka, with daily 

trucking of water for 54,318 people. A total of 61 

handpump boreholes have been rehabilitated and 

construction of a solar powered borehole has 

benefitted 42,253 conflict affected persons in 

Borno and Yobe states. 

 

UNICEF supported water treatment in Adamawa and Borno States and monitored the utilization of 450 drums of (45 

kg) chlorine (HTH) donated to Adamawa state Government and 873 drums of (45 kg) chlorine (HTH) donated to Borno 

State Government. Additionally, UNICEF sustained operation and maintenance (O&M) in over 190 community water 

points, including bucket chlorination, for 494,646 beneficiaries. 

 

UNICEF supported 121,435 IDPs in IDP camps and host communities in Borno, Yobe and Adamawa states to gain 

access to gender segregated sanitation facilities and services. 27,357 persons were provided WASH kits, while 268,734 

people were reached with hygiene messages through house-to-house hygiene promotion in Borno and Yobe. 

 

Child Protection 

Within the reporting period, UNICEF 

and its implementing partners 

ensured that 73,078 children 

received mental health and 

psychosocial support services 

(MHPSS) through child friendly 

spaces (CFS). In addition:  

 

• 796 unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) were placed in alternative care;  

• 273 UASC were reunified with their families;  

• 760 children, of which in March 316 children (102 girls, 214 boys), formerly associated with NSAGs but now 
enrolled in UNICEF supported reintegration programmes in Borno state continue receiving child protection 
services and;  

• 319 were provided with receive specialized support services including response to gender-based violence.  

In an effort to prevent and prepare the UNICEF funded Bulumkutu Rehabilitation Centre for COVID-19, UNICEF 

supported the Ministry of Women and Social Development (MWASD) to develop its Business Continuity Plan (BCP) 

to identify and  setup preparedness and mitigation measures to prevent and respond to COVID-19 infections at the 

centre. In addition, UNICEF supported to develop a draft guideline for partners and community volunteers for 

provision of care to children that may be infected or affected by COVID-19. 
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Education 

Since January, UNICEF and partners 

improved quality of education to an 

estimated 17,020 conflicted-affected 

children through the provision of 

essential teaching and learning 

materials and school furniture, out of 

which, 3,880 children benefitted in 

March.  

 

A total of 238,715 (221,523 in formal and 17,192 non-formal) number of girls and boys gained access to formal and 

informal learning centers through: 

• Rehabilitation of 13 classrooms and 13 temporary learning centers (TLS) 

• Construction of 17 new temporary learning centers 

• Provision of 16 mats 

• Provision of 2 handwash stations and 34 latrines/toilets 

• Enrolment in 34 formal and 10 informal schools based on UNICEF’s campaign  

In addition, 300 (200 graduate and 100 Islamiyah) teachers in were trained in the Teaching at the Right Level (TaRL) 

methodology whose focus is to improve literacy and numeracy skills 

Communication for Development 
In the north-east, in addition to COVID-19 related information, the humanitarian response continued with focus on 

routine immunization as well as other essential healthy practices that include handwashing with soap, sanitation and 

exclusive breastfeeding. A total of 420,743 and 179, 220 were reached in Borno and Yobe respectively, with messages 

at the community level while 704 and 174 were reached in Borno and Yobe respectively through sermons in churches 

and mosques combined. 

External Communication 
In the period under review, UNICEF continued to highlight the situation of children under the decade-long conflict in 

the north-east, and the need for continued action by duty bearers, including sustained support from donors, in 

responding to the conflict. The plight of children and women in the conflict in the north-east  was highlighted when 

UNICEF received  Dr. Gerd Mueller, the German Minister of Economic Cooperation and Development during his 

mission to  Maiduguri; where he visited and heard the stories of  women affected by the conflict and also interacted 

with children at the UNICEF Child Friendly Space  at the Teachers’ Village IDP camp. The German Minister also visited 

Bulumkutu Rehabilitation Centre where he met and interacted with displaced youth learning livelihood skills.  

 

Following the release of children from administrative custody, a press release was issued by UNICEF commending 

the authorities for the release and highlighted the how the rehabilitation programme is helping to reintegrate the 

children into the society. 

Supplies 
UNICEF distributed 28,873 boxes of Ready-To-Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF) for 32,809 children and 58,600 packs of 

micronutrient powder (MNP) to partners/nutrition sites. UNICEF supported the State Ministries of Health in the three 

states with a total of 19 Nigeria Health Kits (NHKs) to support 9,500 persons for three months. In addition, with stocks 

provided by UNICEF, the WASH sector common pipeline pre-positioned 2,072 reusable menstrual kits, 2072 WASH 

and dignity kits, 7600 anti-bacterial soaps, 55 aquatabs packs in partners warehouses. 

https://twitter.com/UNICEF_Nigeria/status/1224695435459252224/photo/1
https://africa.cgtn.com/2020/03/05/nigeria-releases-223-children-cleared-of-suspected-ties-with-armed-groups/
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Next SitRep: JULY 2020 
 

 

 

 
 
 
  

Who to contact for 

further information: 

Peter Hawkins 

Representative  

UNICEF Nigeria 

Tel: +234 (0) 803 402 0870 

Email: phawkins@unicef.org 

Claes Johansson  

Deputy Representative a.i. 

UNICEF Nigeria 

Tel: +234 (0) 906 206 6637  

Email: cjohansson@unicef.org 

 

Gillian Walker 

Emergency Manager 

UNICEF Nigeria 

Tel: +234 (0) 803 403 5235 

Email: gwalker@unicef.org 

 

   

mailto:phawkins@unicef.org
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results (HAC 2020)  
 

  UNICEF and IPs 

Sector 

 

Total Results*  2020 Target 

NUTRITION     

Number of children aged 6-59 months with SAM admitted to therapeutic care for 
specified period 

455,619 51,078 

Proportion of children 6-59 months with severe acute malnutrition recovered >75% 96.00% 

Number of caregivers of children 0-23 months with access to IYCF counselling for 
appropriate feeding 

167,797 49,467 

Number of new children 6-23 months in the affected areas receiving multiple 
micronutrient powder 

156,490 33,258 

HEALTH       

Number of children 6 months - 15 years vaccinated against measles                                                                                      1,186,800 12,946 

Number of consultations for IDPs and affected host communities  3,713,100 514,171 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE*     

Number of people gain access to safe water (at least 15 litres per capita per day) for 
drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 

250,000 96,571 

Number of people have sustained access to safe water for drinking, cooking and personal 
hygiene 

500,000 494,646 

Number of IDPs in camps gaining access to gender segregated sanitation facilities and 
services (latrines, showers, handwashing stations) as per SPHERE standard 

300,000 113,714 

Number of people benefiting from community tailored hygiene messages aiming at 
hygienic behaviours and practices 

1,126,800 268,734 

Number of people benefiting from basic hygiene items including top-ups. 1,276,800 27,357 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Number of children reached with psychosocial support, including access to child friendly 
place 

232,400 73,078 

Number of children and caregivers reached with information on childcare and child 
protection including on grave child rights violations 

147,200 2,346 

Number of registered unaccompanied and separated children benefitting from alternative 
care arrangements 

1,760 796 

Number of unaccompanied and separated children reunified with their caregivers 360 273 

Number of children released from armed forces or groups who have benefited from 
community reintegration support 

3,080 760 

Number of children, adolescents and caregivers benefitting from mine risk education 25,000 - 

Number of children and adolescents affected by protection risks who receive specialized 
support services including response to gender-based violence 

1,400 319 

Number of women and children provided with prevention information to address gender-
based violence 

48,536 1,961 

Number of women and children provided with response interventions to address gender-
based violence (GBV sub sector) 

1,578 24 

EDUCATION 

Number of conflict-affected boys and girls (3-17 years) attending a learning centre or 
school 

420,452 221,523 

Number of conflict-affected boys and girls (3-17 years) accessing alternative basic 
education models (Integrated Qur’anic Education and accelerated learning programmes) 

121,477 17,192 

Number of conflict-affected boys and girls (3-17 years) benefiting from learning supplies 
including ECD kits 

604,797 17,020 

Number of children accessing learning through rehabilitated classrooms/ established 
temporary learning spaces 

94,050 6,604 

Number of children receiving education in a classroom where the teacher has been 
trained in psychosocial support. 

584,797 0 

Number of teachers trained in psychosocial support skills and positive discipline 10,343 0 
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Annex B 

Funding Status 

Funding Requirements (as defined in the 2020 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds available* 
Funding gap 

USD % 

WASH 37,312,000 9,258,719 28,053,281 75% 

Education 28,468,416 12,217,480 16,250,936 57% 

Health 19,726,710 6,325,885 13,400,825 68% 

Nutrition 47,886,640              12,784,240                    35,102,400  73% 

Child Protection 10,476,110 2,107,545 8,368,565 80% 

EPR 
1,250,000 2,152,624 - 0% 

Total 145,119,876           44,846,493                 100,273,383  69% 

 


