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UNICEF Appeal 2020 

US$ 145.1 million 

Situation in Numbers 
4.6 million 

children in need of  

humanitarian assistance  

(HAC 2020) 
 

7.9 million  

people in need 

(HAC 2020) 
 

3.8 million 

people targeted 

(HAC 2020) 
 

1.9 million 

Internally displaced people 

(IDPs) North-east (IOM DTM 

Round XXXII, June 2020) 
 

150,000 (IDPs) North-west 

(State emergency 

management agencies) 

 

 
UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 
 

Highlights 
Since January 2020, with support from UNICEF: 

• 116,257 children with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) have accessed 
treatment, of which, 10,404 children were admitted in northwest. 

• 1,146,591 IDPs including 640,091 children under 5 years were reached 
with integrated primary health care services in IDP camps and host 
communities. 

• 133,443 gained access to safe water through construction, 
rehabilitation and water trucking 

• 568,184 boys and girls improved access to education through 
inclusive education while 164,814were provided with essential 
learning materials. 

• 88,886 children received mental health and psychosocial support 
services (MHPSS through child friendly spaces. 

With the Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) Appeal currently funded at 

39 per cent, UNICEF will require funding support from donors, to ensure an 

integrated response for the survival of vulnerable children in North-East 

Nigeria. 
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 
In 2020, UNICEF is requesting US$ 145.1 million to provide life-saving services to 3.8 million people, including 2.2 

million children. Funds currently available amount to US$ 57.7 million resulting in a 61 percent funding gap. UNICEF’s 

ability to provide a sustained, integrated package of WASH, nutrition and health, child protection and education in 

emergencies services for the survival and development of vulnerable children is hampered by this lack of funding.  

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

Northeast 

 The IOM DTM Round 32 (June 2020) estimates that 

1.9 million people remain internally displaced across 

the three north eastern states of Adamawa, Borno 

and Yobe, of whom 82 per cent are in Borno alone. 

Between 1 January and 14 June, 52,119 movements 

were recorded due to reported poor living 

conditions (26.7 percent), voluntary relocation (24.3 

percent), conflict/attack (21.7 percent), fear of 

attack (8.8 percent), involuntary relocation (0.2 

percent) and military operations (5.3 percent). 

Improved security was reported for reasons for 

movement in just 12.9 percent of the total 

population. Between 1 January and 14 June, 5,524 

returnees were recorded from neighbouring 

countries: 4,280 from Cameroon, 996 from Republic 

of Niger and 248 from Chad, mainly citing reasons 

such as poor living conditions, and voluntary 

relocation.  However, most returnees require similar 

support to IDPs as the priority needs for both remain 

shelter, access to water and sanitation, health and 

nutrition services and provision of food.1 

 

In April there were multiple fire outbreaks in camps in Monguno, Mafa and Ngala affecting thousands of IDPs. In May, 

heavy windstorms and rainfalls affected 18 camps in Gwoza, Bama, Maiduguri, Jere and Konduga Local Government 

Areas (LGAs) with 1,056 households and 48 latrines were damaged, affecting up to 5,575 persons. As of June 30, Yobe 

State recorded 1470 cases of measles since 1 January with sixteen (16) associated deaths (Case Fatality Rate CFR, 1.1 

per cent), with reported outbreaks in 34 wards across 11 LGAs. 62 percent of the cases were aged 1-4 years and 71 per 

cent were zero dose. This is due to a variety of factors including poor uptake on routine immunization services, limited 

humanitarian access to LGAs further aggravated by the COVID-19 outbreak and associated lockdowns and 

movement restrictions. The beginning of 2020 witnessed the establishment of the National Humanitarian 

Coordination Committee in March by the Federal Government and the early part of 2020 agencies were engaged on 

operational and advocacy issues with the Borno state government on the humanitarian bill passed in late 2019. 

 

Since Nigeria recorded its first COVID-19 case in February 27, the cases have continued to increase with the north-

east with 634 recorded cases as of 30 June (491 in Borno, 84 in Adamawa and 59 in Yobe). However, testing in the 

north east remains a challenge, specifically in parts of Yobe and Adamawa. A multi-sectoral national emergency 

operation centre was established on the 28th February by National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) and continues 

to coordinate the national response. UNICEF is providing technical and resources support to government-led 

coordination mechanisms; including specific sectors such as risk communication, infection prevention and control, 

 
1 Internally displaced people (IDPs) (IOM DTM Round XXXII, June 2020)  
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epidemiology/surveillance and case management.2 UNICEF has worked closely with the governments in all states to 

develop response plans and is an active member of the State Emergency Operations Centres (EOCs) to ensure a 

coordinated, technically sound and rapid response as well as maintaining life-saving humanitarian services.  

 

Northwest 

The first six months of 2020 witnessed an upsurge in incidences of violence and displacements in northwest states, 

not just limited to Sokoto and Zamfara, but with increasing concern in Katsina state. The breakdown of negotiations 

between state governments and “bandits” led to renewed military operations and attacks from armed groups. 

Between April and June, there were more than eight major attacks on rural communities in these states, resulting in 

the displacement of an additional conservative estimate of over 20,000.   

For the affected populations, there has been a marked deterioration in living conditions which has worsened with the 

onset of the rainy season which has led to flooding in some areas. Many movements due to conflict are sporadic with 

Internally Displaced Populations (IDPs) fleeing violence and remaining in areas for several days with little to no 

support prior to being encouraged back to their villages once the attacks are over, typically to damaged shelters with 

household items looted.  Restrictions put in place to curb the spread of COVID-19, has also resulted in many IDPs 

losing access to menial labour which they had relied on to supplement their daily needs. As the peak of the “hunger 

season” approaches, it is expected that nutrition and health indicators will further deteriorate, especially in a context 

with limited partners and funding opportunities.  While the nutrition response is not yet to scale, a key challenge 

remains that of addressing children with moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) to prevent further deterioration. 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition 

Northeast 

Since the beginning of 2020, a total of 105,853 children with severe 

acute malnutrition (SAM) have been admitted for treatment, out of 

which, 24,222 children were admitted in June to UNICEF-supported 

treatment facilities in the three northeast states. Of these, 95.5 per 

cent of the children were successfully discharged as cured, 3.2 per 

cent dropped out of the treatment, 0. 6 per cent died and 0.7 per 

cent did not respond to the treatment.   

 

To prevent malnutrition, 195,935 caregivers were reached with infant and young child feeding (IYCF) counselling and 

55,912 children aged 6-23 months received micronutrient powder (MNP) supplements in UNICEF-supported LGAs.  

The following activities were implemented during the reporting period to achieve the above -mentioned results:  

• Screening for malnutrition of 4,760,213 children aged 6-59 months; 

• On-the-job coaching and supportive supervision visits to outpatients’ therapeutic program (OTP) sites, 
stabilization centres (SCs), IYCF corners, mother support groups and community nutrition mobilizers; 

• Capacity building: Caregivers were sensitized in the communities by the Community Nutrition Mobilizers 
(CNMs) on Mid-Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) screening of children and control/prevention of COVID-
19 from 8th June to 3rd July in two batches in southern Borno LGAs. A total of 163,837 caregivers (48,878 
Males and 114,959 Females) benefited from the training; and 

• Monitoring: Nutrition Section finalized conducting mid-year review with partners and Government 
counterparts in Borno (26th June) and Yobe (24th June) virtually. The review focused on the progress made 
so far regarding our output indicators, challenges, adjustments, threats and opportunities posed mainly by 
lack of funding and COVID-19 and way-forward. 

Northwest 

Since January, 10,404 children 6-59 months old, were admitted for treatment of SAM in 20 emergency response 

nutrition sites in Sokoto and Zamfara states. Of this number, 1,889 children (Sokoto 980 and Zamfara 909) were 

admitted in June. Of which, 89.6 per cent were cured. A total of 9,882 pregnant women received iron and folic acid 

 
2 For more on UNICEF Nigeria COVID-19 response check- UNICEF Nigeria COVID-19 Situation Report 
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supplementation while 18,644 caregivers of children 0-23 months received key messaging and counselling for 

promotion of adequate infant feeding and prevention of malnutrition 

 

Community nutrition volunteers screened a total of 35,007 children 6-59 months using MUAC. This screening done 

for programmatic purposes is showing a general decrease in proxy SAM from 9.2 percent in a similar exercise done in 

November 2019, to 4.7 percent; but with an increase in proxy MAM from 20.1 to 23.1 percent. Planned scale up by 

UNICEF in SAM screening and treatment has been slowed due to the impact of COVID-19 and increasing insecurity 

on access to populations.  

 

Health 

Since January 2019, a total of 1,146,591 conflict-affected people 

including 640,091 children under five (56 percent) were reached 

with integrated primary health care services in health facilities in 

IDP camps and host communities in Adamawa, Borno and Yobe. 

Out of 418,540 medical consultations, malaria remained the 

main cause of morbidity with 117,254 cases, followed by 

respiratory infections 94,813, acute water diarrhoea 38,490 cases, measles 1,637 and 166,346 other medical 

conditions. In addition to consultations, health workers carried out 728,051 preventative services in all UNICEF 

supported health facilities in the three northeast states: 

• 207,126 children (aged between 6 months to 15 years) were vaccinated against measles 

• 219,646 children and pregnant women were reached with various antigens.  
• 65,544 children receiving vitamin A  

• 68,920 people receiving Albendazole tablets for deworming  

• 99,176 pregnant women were reached with antenatal care, and  

• 20,830 women received mosquito nets through Antenatal Care and Routine Immunization services;  

Other medical supports were: 

• 17,464 women delivered safely with the assistance of skilled health workers 

• 29,342 women received post-natal care 

WASH 

Since the beginning of 2020, UNICEF has rehabilitated 61 

handpump boreholes and constructed nine solar powered 

boreholes benefitting 133,443 conflict affected persons. In 

addition, UNICEF sustained access to safe water for 

604,536 affected persons through the operation and 

maintenance (O&M) of 169 boreholes and 801 community 

water points, including bucket chlorination and as provider of last resort UNICEF  has continued to cover the water 

gaps in transit camp in Pulka, with daily trucking of water for 54,318 people. 

 

 Furthermore, UNICEF supported water treatment through utilization monitoring of 450 drums of (45 kg) chlorine 

(HTH) donated to Adamawa State Government and 873 drums of (45 kg) chlorine (HTH) donated to Borno State 

Government between January and April. In June, another five drums were released to for COVID-19/cholera response 

in Monguno LGA, while 10 drums and sprayers were provided for use in 10 health/CMAM centres in Askira Uba, Biu, 

Chibok, Hawul, Kwaya Kusar, Gwoza and Shani LGAs of Borno State. UNICEF also provided two drums of Calcium 

Hypochlorite (HTH) and soaps and installed 20 handwashing facilities in Maiduguri International Airport to mitigate 

the transmission of COVID-19 in Borno, benefitting up to 2,000 persons 

 

UNICEF supported 305,253 IDPs in camps and host communities in Borno, Yobe and Adamawa states to gain access 

to gender segregated sanitation facilities and services. 90,751persons were provided with WASH kits, while 456,298 

people were reached with hygiene messages through house-to-house hygiene promotion in Borno and Yobe. 
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Child Protection 

UNICEF and its implementing partners within the reporting period 

ensured that 83,886 children received mental health and 

psychosocial support services (MHPSS) through child friendly spaces 

(CFS). In addition 

• 1023 unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) were placed in alternative care;  

• 283 UASC were reunified with their families;  
• 1,347 children released from armed forces or formerly associated with Non-State Armed Groups (NSAGs) 

benefitted from community reintegration support; and 

• 617 were provided with specialized support services including response to gender-based violence.  

A total of 10,567 persons (3,163 girls, 2,662 boys, 4,099 women and 643 men) in 11 LGAs were reached with Prevention 

of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA) messages through posters. These increased outreach on awareness raising 

on prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse reporting channels. 112 calls and 45 messages were received through 

PSEA reporting channel dedicated phone lines from eight states including Borno, Adamawa and Yobe states. UNICEF 

also supported to develop a draft guideline for MHPSS partners and community volunteers for provision of care to 

children that may be infected or affected by COVID-19. 

 

Education 

Since January UNICEF and partners improved quality of 

education to an estimated 164,814 conflicted-affected 

children through the provision of essential teaching and 

learning materials and school furniture, out of which, 84,986 

children benefitted in March.  

UNICEF through the construction and rehabilitation of temporary learning centres (TLS) provided access to education 

for 309,097 children while 66,110 children accessed alternative basic education through Integrated Qur’anic 

Education and accelerated learning programmes in Borno, Adamawa and Yobe states. In June, 46 (19 females and 27 

males) teachers were trained in Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD) in Shani LGA in Borno State 

benefiting 6,529 children (3,227 girls and 3,302 boys). 290 teachers (206 females and 84 males) and 14 volunteer 

teachers (five females and nine males) were trained in Kari in 12 schools and six in Tsangaya/Islamiyah centres in 

Maiduguri, Jere and Konduga LGAs of Borno and 8 schools in Damaturu, Gujba and Nguru LGAs of  Yobe State 

benefiting a total of 25,990 children (13,510 girls and 12,480 boys). 

 

Communication for Development (C4D) 

UNICEF C4D humanitarian activities were maintained in the northeast despite the shift to risk communication and 

community engagement activities for COVID-19.  During the six months period under review, a total of 471,262 

people were sensitized through house-to-house visits conducted by voluntary community mobilizes (VCMs) and 

other community health workers and provided with knowledge on essential family practices. Over 684,008 received 

information on routine immunization, hygiene and sanitation as well as exclusive breastfeeding. Places of worship 

remain key platforms and over 10,480 people we reached during Jumaat prayers while 5,029 were sensitized in 

churches. Overall, over 1,170,779 were reached at least more than once with different sets of messages with two thirds 

of the total number being female. Interpersonal communication approaches were complimented by other 

approaches such as:  

• Public announcements and jingles through local radio stations 

• Town announcements 
• Compound meetings or dialogue 

• Distribution of IEC materials in local languages 

• Advocacy visits to key influencers in the community such as religious and traditional leaders 

• Politicians and interactive sessions on various issues around COVID-19 and essential family practices. 
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External Communication 
In the period under review, UNICEF continued to highlight the situation of children and women in the northeast on 

traditional and digital media platforms. Two human interest stories on UNICEF’s response to COVID-19 in the north-

east were published on UNICEF’s website, with one of them resonating very highly with one of UNICEF’s major 

donors, the EU. News stories on UNICEF’s ongoing response to the emergency in the northeast were published in top 

tier Nigerian newspapers (Punch, This Day and The Nation) and also globally, including a feature story in the UK’s 

Daily Telegraph, resulting from a UNICEF-supported media mission to Borno State - under the auspices of the UK 

National Committee - earlier in the year. 

 

UNICEF Nigeria has also been disseminating press releases, human interest stories, graphics, videos and photos 

through its website and social media platforms (UNICEF Nigeria, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube) 

 

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy 
During the reporting period all sectors provided technical and operational leadership and coordination for 

programmatic adaptations in the context of COVID-19 pandemic for all partners. UNICEF-led sectors worked closely 

with the inter-sector working group (ISWG) to draft the COVID-19 addendum for the HRP. Continuous support was 

provided to strengthen the integration and mainstreaming of protection/GBV into all sectors supported by the 

completion of a multi-sector Gender Based Violence (GBV) Safety audit led by UNICEF.  UNICEF-led sectors 

continued to improve targeted programming through regular gaps and needs analyses as well as ongoing partner 

rationalization processes to ensure a more effective and efficient response. The Nutrition and the Education Sectors 

drafted three-year Sector Strategies to improve programme quality, contextualization of the response and 

streamline technical guidelines. WASH and Child Protection Sectors’ will engage in similar activities but were delayed 

due to travel restrictions under COVID-19.  The WASH Sector, together with the Norwegian Refugee Council has 

identified a co-lead for the Sector to improve coordination at the LGA level and the Child Protection Sec tor has 

appointed a national NGO as the NGO Co-Lead.  

Supplies 
UNICEF distributed 89,634 boxes of Ready-To-Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF) for 78,879 children and 240,900 packs 

of micronutrient powder (MNP) to partners/nutrition sites. UNICEF supported the State Ministries of Health in the 

three states with a total of 19 Nigeria Health Kits (NHKs) to support 9,500 persons for three months.  In addition, with 

stocks provided by UNICEF, the WASH sector common supplies pipeline pre-positioned 2,072 reusable menstrual 

kits, 2072 WASH and dignity kits, 7600 anti-bacterial soaps, 48 aqua tabs pack (33mg tabs/pack) and seven aqua tab 

packs (67mg tabs/packs) in partner warehouses.  

Next SitRep: July 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who to contact for 

further information: 

Peter Hawkins 

Representative  

UNICEF Nigeria 

Tel: +234 (0) 803 402 0870 

Email: phawkins@unicef.org 

Rushnan Murtaza 

Deputy Representative  

UNICEF Nigeria 

Tel: +234 (0) 803 403 5273  

Email: rmurtaza@unicef.org 

 

Gillian Walker 

Emergency Manager 

UNICEF Nigeria 

Tel: +234 (0) 8035351745  

Email: gwalker@unicef.org 

 

 

https://www.unicef.org/nigeria/
https://twitter.com/UNICEF_Nigeria
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFNigeria/
https://www.instagram.com/unicef_nigeria/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfRpmLk2Us1f4M55zb1uN3A
mailto:phawkins@unicef.org
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results (HAC 2020)  
  UNICEF HAC SECTOR NE 

Sector 
2020 

Total Results 

Change 

since 

last 

report   

2020 
Total 

Results 

Change 

since 

last 

report   
Target Target 

NUTRITION             

Number of children aged 6-59 months with SAM 

admitted to therapeutic care for specified period  
455,619 116,257 27,578 255,619 105,853 24,222 

Proportion of children 6-59 months with severe 

acute malnutrition recovered 
>75% 96.50% 0.4 >75% 96.0% -0.4 

Number of caregivers of children 0-23 months with 

access to IYCF counselling for appropriate feeding  
167,797 214579 30,040 269,492 384,864 67,298 

Number of new children 6-23 months in the affected 

areas receiving multiple micronutrient powder 
156,490 55,9123  391,227 88,434  

HEALTH               

Number of children 6 months - 15 years vaccinated 

against measles                                                                                      
1,186,800 207,126 4,219       

Number of consultations for IDPs and affected host 

communities  
3,713,100 1,146,591 152,501       

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE*             

Number of people gain access to safe water (at least 

15 litres per capita per day) for drinking, cooking and 

personal hygiene 

250,000 133,443 11,520 523,544 564,562 17,833 

Number of people have sustained access to safe 

water for drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 
500,000 604,536 15,000 2,394,019 2,248,634 300,962 

Number of IDPs in camps gaining access to gender 

segregated sanitation facilities and services (latrines, 

showers, handwashing stations) as per SPHERE 

standard 

300,000 305,253 4,240 1,063,554 1,990,738 102,644 

Number of people benefiting from community tailored 

hygiene messages aiming at hygienic behaviours 

and practices 

1,126,800 456,298 48,318 2,394,019 2,721,779 286,007 

Number of people benefiting from basic hygiene 

items including top-ups. 
1,276,800 90,751 44,263 2,394,019 466,066 44,263 

CHILD PROTECTION       

Number of children reached with psychosocial 

support, including access to child friendly place 
232,400 83,886 2,946 544,000 170,266 8,214 

Number of children and caregivers reached with 

information on childcare and child protection 

including on grave child rights violations 

147,200 31,609 18,100 430,000 70,735 20,845 

Number of registered unaccompanied and separated 

children benefitting from alternative care 

arrangements 

1,760 1023 142 4,400 1001 258 

Number of unaccompanied and separated children 

reunified with their caregivers 
360 283 5 900 285 8 

Number of children released from armed forces or 

groups who have benefited from community 

reintegration support 

3,080 1,347 244 4,400 1,620 517 

Number of children, adolescents and caregivers 

benefitting from mine risk education  
25,000 - -  400,000 - -  

Number of children and adolescents affected by 

protection risks who receive specialized support 

services including response to gender-based 

violence 

1,400 617 66 3,500 617 66 

Number of women and children provided with 

prevention information to address gender-based 

violence 

48,536 2,604 261 500,276 2,604 261 

Number of women and children provided with 

response interventions to address gender-based 

violence (GBV sub sector) 

1,578 69 7 200,000 69 7 

 
3 The reduction shown in the MNP reached is as a result of the modified metrics of measurement, as such changes will be recorded from July 



8 

 

Sector 
2020 

Target 
Total Results 

Change 

since 

last 

report   

2020 

Target 

Total 

Results 

Change 

since 

last 

report   

EDUCATION       

Number of conflict-affected boys and girls (3-17 

years) attending a learning centre or school 
420,452 309,097 142, 826 638,679 536,388 221,423 

Number of conflict-affected boys and girls (3-17 

years) accessing alternative basic education models 

(Integrated Qur’anic Education and accelerated 

learning programmes) 

121,477 66,110 36,390 173,538 124,647 36,390 

Number of conflict-affected boys and girls (3-17 

years) benefiting from learning supplies including 

ECD kits 

604797 164,814 84,986 812,218 322,675 84,986 

Number of children accessing learning through 

rehabilitated classrooms/ established temporary 

learning spaces 

94,050 7,254 0 150,000 9,247 0 

Number of children receiving education in a 

classroom where the teacher has been trained in 

psychosocial support. 

584,797 0 0 812,218 64,150 0 

Number of teachers trained in psychosocial support 

skills and positive discipline 
10,343 0 0 13,433 1,283 0 

 

 

Annex B 

Funding Status 

Funding Requirements (as defined in the 2020 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds available* 

Funding gap 

USD % 

WASH 37,312,000              14,851,197  
                                
22,460,803  

60% 

Education 28,468,416              14,851,197  
                                 
13,617,219  

48% 

Health 19,726,710                3,325,081  
                                
16,401,629  

83% 

Nutrition 47,886,640              20,136,944  
                                

27,749,696  
58% 

Child Protection 10,476,110                1,320,425  
                                  

9,155,686  
87% 

EPR 1,250,000                 3,175,241  
                                                 
-    

0% 

Total 145,119,876 57,660,084 88,509,480 61% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


