
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

As of 8 June, there are 12,801 reported cases of COVID-19 in Nigeria. Over 79,984 people have 
been tested with 35 states and the Federal capital Territory (FCT) having reported at least one 
confirmed case. Within the reporting week, states that reported the highest number of cases 
were Lagos, Kano, Federal Capital Territory, Katsina, Borno and Jigawa. Of the total admitted, 
4,040 cases have been discharged and there have been 361 deaths recorded.1   

 
The Federal government of Nigeria commenced phase two of easing the lockdown with relaxing 
the nationwide curfew to 10:00 PM – 4:00 AM daily, however, healthcare workers and journalists 
are exempted from this curfew. Banks have resumed normal working hours, while government 
offices will be open 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM, Monday to Friday. The ban on interstate movement 
remains in effect except for agricultural produce, petroleum products, manufactured goods, and 
essential services. Face masks or coverings are mandatory in public settings and 
handwashing/sanitizing practices must continue to be followed, though observations have shown 
high levels of non-compliance. 
 
All airports remain closed to domestic and international travel, except for emergency flights. The 
Presidential Task Force (PTF) is considering plans to reopen airports for domestic flights by 21 
June if proper protocols are put in place by the aviation industry.  The government have also 
banned gatherings of more than 20 people outside of a workplace. In addition, the relaxation of 
restrictions on places of worship was announced. This will be based on guidelines issued by the 
PTF and State governments.  
 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

RCCE/C4D 
UNICEF continues to focus on sensitization and the capacity 
building of partners in all targeted states. In addition, 
emphasis have also been placed on providing technical 
support. 
 
Voluntary community mobilizers (VCMs) in all three states of 
Sokoto Field Office have been trained and equipped with 
face masks and soaps to sensitize communities on COVID-19 
as well as creating awareness on measles. Training of the 
additional 1,000 community mobilizers is ongoing who will 
support in non-VCM covered areas reaching all households 
with messages on COVID-19 prevention. In Adamawa 1,808 
town announcers were trained to support the dissemination 
of key messages on COVID-19.  
 
UNICEF Kano Filed Office supported the State Ministry of 
Health in building the capacity of 300 Civil Society 
Organisations and media organizations on COVID-19 with 
support from DFID. An engagement between the Kano State 
RCCE pillar and the Kano State Directorate of the National 
Orientation Agency to promote joint planning and synergy 
was facilitated by UNICEF. 
 
UNICEF Akure office worked with the Emergency Operations 
Centre (EOC) and risk communication pillar to conduct 
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trainings for health educators and Community Mobilization 
Officers in Ondo and Ogun States. Additionally, media 
personnel were also trained on symptoms, prevention and 
objective reporting on COVID-19. 
 
A ‘COVID-19 Talk’ radio talk show was aired for a reporting 
period with the stations providing 270 minutes of free 
airtime in Enugu State. The key issue covered by the 
programmes during the week is fear and stigma. In Akure, 21 
radio stations aired jingles on COVID-19 free of cost.   
 
Religious leaders are actively engaged in the COVID-19 
response: The Emir in Zamfara state is helping to resolve 
rumours, stigma and non-compliance of risk mitigation 
measures for COVID-19. In Kebbi state, orientation of 
religious leaders, tracking and addressing of rumours and 
the sensitization of communities is ongoing. Mosque 
announcements during Friday prayers continued in six 
central mosques in six LGAs. 
 
A group of 90 representatives in Enigu drawn from the 
community, representatives of traditional leaders, religious 
leaders and professional associations led by the Nigeria 
Medical Association in Ebonyi, Anambra and Imo states 
committed to provide COVID-19 awareness and prevention 
messages to the community. In Kaduna 22 Temporary 
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Market Sites (Kaduna, Kafanchan and Zaria) people were 
sensitized on COVID-19 prevention. 
 
North-east C4D response 
Jingles on COVID-19 awareness and prevention that were 
developed in collaboration with WASH continue to be aired 
daily in Hausa and Kanuri languages by BRTV and Peace FM 
radio stations in Borno state. 
 
Polio VCMs in Borno and Yobe continue to disseminate 
information to small groups on COVID-19.  VCMs continue to 
combine the use of the telephone tree and house to house 
for COVID-19 surveillance; and follow-ups with caregivers on 
routine immunization with RI intensification while observing 
physical distance.  In six LGAs in Borno (Bayo, Biu, Kwaya 
Kusar, Askira/Uba, Gubio and Hawul), mobilizers continued 
sensitizing caregivers on COVID-19 who are further 
cascading the awareness in the community.  
 
The public information vans broadcasting COVID-19 
information in selected communities and neighbourhoods 
reached 98,000 community members (48,290 women and 
49,710 men) respectively.  1,691 religious leaders were 
sensitized on COVID-19 and with easing of lockdown, 5,907 
children were reached in 85 Tsangaya schools and 
announcements were made during prayers at 361 mosques 
and churches. 
 

Health  
UNICEF support to the COVID-19 health response continues 
under the different functional areas lead by the Presidential 
Task Force. In the Epidemiology and Surveillance pillar, 
UNICEF, along with partners, is supporting community-
based surveillance for COVID-19 to improve active case 
finding and sample collection; strengthening data 
management across all levels by implementing Data Quality 
Improvement Plan, and conducting routine data validation 
at state and LGA levels, to improve on quality. 
 
UNICEF continues to support the Testing and Laboratory 
pillar of the PTF. 29 molecular labs are currently operational 
in the country. A two-day training plan has been developed 
for the roll out of GeneXpert training. Community case 
finding has been rolled out across states with 240 samples 
(with 24 positives) picked up in Abia in one day of the 
exercise. UNICEF is also supporting the training of 
community volunteers, community informants and health 
care workers across all LGAs on case-finding, investigation, 
contact-tracing, isolation and reporting. 
 
UNICEF is supporting the development and dissemination of 
community level reporting tools. While also working closely 
with State EOCs to support health facilities to conduct 
outreaches in high burden areas. UNICEF supported: 

 an in-dept analysis of healthcare workers infection 
in Bauchi state.  

 state/LGA level IPC training in Osun state – 290 
trained (PHC OIC, medical personnel at tertiary, 
secondary, and private health facilities, ambulance 
drivers, burial teams and morticians) from 27-30 
May 2020. 

Ongoing technical support is being provided for the planning 
of LGA and ward level training of health care workers (WDCs, 
VCMs, CHIPS agents and CORPS) on PHC Preparedness and 
Response, commencing from June 08 across the states.    
 
In Kano state, UNICEF is supporting the on-going pilot of 
community-based sample collection and testing process in 
Kano Municipal Council LGA. Technical support was provided 
for the quantification of IPC commodities in five high priority 
PHCs and development of a new patient flow chart and 
identification of triage station in Kano. 
 
In Abia state, UNICEF supported the logistics pillar of the 
State EOC in capturing and tracking commodity transactions 
in the database, and review of State Incident Action Plan in 
line with the expected World Bank funding. In Benue state, 
UNICEF is supporting the planning process for the training of 
PHC workers and sensitization of community volunteers in 
Gboko LGA. 
 
In Cross River state, UNICEF supported the training of 180 
LGA and state PHC health care workers on vaccine security 
and infection prevention and control.  In Enugu state, 
UNICEF supported the second batch of integrated training 
on case management, IPC and surveillance for 40 frontline 
health care workers, bringing the total number of trained 
health care workers to 100. In Kebbi state, UNICEF supported 
the training of 300 community volunteers on contact tracing 
and 312 Community Health Extension workers on infection 
prevention and control.  
 
In Bauchi state, the reference laboratory was activated this 
week, with UNICEF actively supporting the preparatory 
activities, training and inspection of the facility by NCDC.  In 
Ondo state, UNICEF supported the training of 40 DSNOs and 
82 community volunteers on active surveillance, case 
definition, referral and contact tracing to support detection 
and referrals of COVID-19 cases in the State. In Lagos, 
UNICEF is working closely with the IPC pillar of the State EOC 
to support the private sector and airlines with IPC training as 
the Country restarts the economy gradually.   
 
In Kaduna state, UNICEF is supporting in the identification of 
an alternative iso-treatment centre in Zaria and activating 
home based care approach for selective cases. UNICEF VCMs 
and their supervisors conducted a House to House active 
COVID-19 and AFP case search in 34 wards of nine LGAs with 
confirmed COVID-19 cases in the community. Six AFP cases 
were identified in 40,258 houses visited over a three-day 
period. 

 



North-east health response 
In the north-east, UNICEF trained 392 frontline health 
workers and 1001 community resource persons from the 
three states on case identification, referral and Infection 
Prevention and Control including standard precautionary 
measures such as environmental cleanliness & disinfection, 
donning and doffing of PPEs, etc. UNICEF also distributed 
100 pieces of disposable aprons, 30 packs (3,000 pcs) of 
hand gloves and 756 pieces of facemasks to UNICEF 
supported health facilities in Borno and Yobe States. 
 

WASH  
Hygiene Promotion and Distribution of IEC materials 
During the reporting week, awareness on COVID -19 
prevention emphasizing on hand washing, and IPC protocols 
was carried out through ward officers, volunteer hygiene 
promoters , town announcers with motorized public address 
units at community level with at least 45,800 people reached 
during the week in different LGAs and in Benue (including 
nine IDP camps), Jigawa, Kano and Katsina states. 
 
In Ogbadibo LGA of Benue state, UNICEF WASH Facilitators, 
in collaboration with LGA WASH units trained 102 persons 
drawn from PHCs personnel and households in 13 council 
wards on the modalities COVID -19 prevention and basic 
hygiene.  
 
Coordination and Technical Support to Government 
UNICEF continues to provide coordination and technical 
support to state and LGAs’ COVID-19 EOCs, Task Force and 
Prevention Campaign committees in identifying WASH gaps 
and implementing appropriate WASH interventions across 
all WASH project states. Government partners (RUWASSAs) 
in Ekiti, Ondo, Osun were supported to update the 
functionality status of water facilities in health care facilities 
(HCF), communities and public places, in preparation for 
government interventions to rehabilitate non-functional 
facilities in those states which will ensure safe IPC in HCFs 
and access to WASH services in communities and public 
places. 
 
North-east WASH response 
During the reporting week, 180 COVID-19 awareness and 
prevention posters were distributed by LPD and CIDAR in 
Rann and Pulka LGAs, while 8,897 persons were reached 
with key messages on COVID-19 prevention and control in 
Pulka and Rann LGAs of Borno. UNICEF WASH partners 
continue to conduct water chlorination at 113 water points 
across seven LGAs.2 An estimated 4,554,328 litres of water 
were chlorinated at the 113 sources. Two community clean-
up campaigns were conducted in Rann LGA to support 
hygiene promotion practices. 
 

 
2 Gwoza LGA (13), Dikwa LGA (5), Jere LGA (18), Konduga LGA (1), 
Pulka LGA (13), MMC LGA (9) and Rann LGA (54) 

Education 
UNICEF Nigeria is providing technical assistance to Federal 
Ministry of Education (FME) and state governments to 
mitigate the immediate impact of school closures 
particularly for more vulnerable and disadvantaged 
communities. Support is provided to facilitate the continuity 
of education through alternate home-based learning 
platforms; implementing safe school operations and 
enhancing systemic capacity to address children’s safety, 
wellbeing and resilience for future shocks. 
 
With continued technical assistance from UNICEF, Federal 
Ministry of Education and State Governments of Education 
are engaging children in with learning through alternate 
home-based platforms such as radio, television, 
online/internet based and take-home learning resources. 
Thus far, an estimated over 20 million children are accessing 
learning and other academic opportunities through these 
alternate home-based modalities across 36 states and the 
Federal Capital Territory. Continued support is also provided 
in mapping, contextualising and development of scripts for 
radio and TV programmes.  
 
UNICEF is providing technical support to Kano, Kaduna, 
Niger, Katsina, Bauchi, Enugu and Akure states in 
operationalization of monitoring mechanism to understand 
the coverage and the effectiveness of alternate learning 
programme. Further, support was provided to FME for the 
development of SOPs and guidelines on school safety and 
the preparation for the re-opening of schools. 
 
North-east Education response 
The formation of radio reading clubs is in progress with an 
estimated 30 clubs formed across the LGAs in Borno state 
with more anticipated.  
 

Child Protection 
UNICEF continued to strengthen interventions to protect 
Almajiri children and support their family reunification in the 
northern states as well as enhancing community 
engagement to address violence against children, FGM and 
other protection concerns affecting during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Relocated Almajiri children continue to be registered using 
the CPIMS mobile registration system to facilitate effective 
service provision through integrated child protection case 
management system. To date, 1,830 Almajiri children (1,790 
boys, 40 girls) have been registered across northern states 
of Adamawa, Borno, Kaduna and Yobe. At least 1,496 (82 
percent) of the cases registered in Kaduna (1,456 boys, 40 
girls) followed by 14 percent in Yobe (225 boys), 4 percent in 
Adamawa (71 boys) and less than 1 percent in Borno (10 



boys). Of the total, 7 percent tested positive for COVID-19, 
53 percent (977) were between 13-17 years old, 36 percent 
(664) were between 6-12 years old.  
 
Most of the children 552 (30 percent) could not recall how 
many years they have been in the Almajiri system, while 28 
percent had spent between 2-3 years, 26 percent for more 
than four years, 17 percent less or equal to 1 year. 
 
Among the 29 Almajiri children relocated to Sokoto from 
Kaduna this week, one child was found to be COVID-19 
positive and has been taken to the isolation centre. Of 143 
Almajiri children relocated from Adamawa states to Borno 
(8) and Yobe (135) states, eight children tested negative for 
COVID-19 in Borno while 135 children tested and waiting for 
their test results. Preparations are underway to support the 
Sokoto and Gombe state ministries conduct family 
reunification and community reintegration of these children, 
including 28 Almajiri girls from within Kaduna state. Also, in 
Kaduna state, trained members of the multi-sectoral team 
are conducting regular family visits for reunified children. 
There are no active cases of COVID-19 among any of the 
children visited, while all 55 Almajiri children and two social 
workers who had previously tested positive for COVID-19 
have now all been discharged and have recovered.  
 
Following the increasing number of gender-based violence 
cases reported throughout Nigeria during the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Federal Minister of Women Affairs 
announced the need to convene a National Virtual Town Hall 
Meeting on Gender-Based Violence to enhance coherence 
and complementarity with all sectors, while national 
protection and rights activities have declared a ‘GBV State of 
Emergency’.  
 
North-east Child Protection response  
UNICEF continued to provide support to children without 
parental care in conflict affected north-east Nigeria: 19 
children (11 boys, 8 girls) were placed in alternative care 
arrangements after arriving at IDP camp in Bama, while child 

protection partners carried out 13 placement monitoring 
visits for children already in foster care during the reporting 
period and reached four standby foster parents with 
awareness on foster arrangement and parenting.  

UNICEF and partners reached 1,937 children (985 boys, 952 
girls) and 601 community members (350 women, 251 men) 
through community-based MHPSS mostly using house-to-
house campaign in IDP camps and host communities. The 
activities aimed at encouraging families and children to 
access centre-based PSS facilities once COVID-19 guidelines 
on physical distancing and restrictions in movements have 
been lifted. 

A total of 5,643 persons (1,000 boys, 1,129 girls, 1,392 
women, 1,728 men, and 394 who indicated neither their age 
nor gender) in Nigeria were reached with protection against 
sexual exploitation and abuse (PSEA) messages through the 
U-Report platform and PSEA posters on how to access safe 
and secure reporting channels for allegations of sexual 
exploitation and abuse. Out of these, 14 percent (815) were 
from the conflict affected Borno, Adamawa and Yobe states. 
This brings to total 150,562 persons (30 percent of the 
overall target of 498,067 persons) who have access to safe 
and secure channel for reporting allegations of sexual 
exploitation and abuse.  

The programme distributed 9,756 posters in English (2,354), 
Kanuri (2,754), Hausa (3,678), Bura (605) and Margi (365) 
that increased outreach on awareness raising on the 
prevention of SEA and the reporting channels. The PSEA 
reporting channels received 35 calls and 18 messages from 
the dedicated phone lines from six States of Adamawa, 
Borno, Kaduna, River, Abuja and Ogun. Most of the callers 
sought for more information about PSEA, a few reported 
cases of VAC and GBV and were referred to GBV and child 
protection service providers for professional survivor 
assistance, while others called regarding accessing 
humanitarian aid.  
 
 

 

Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 
Virtual coordination, planning and implementation meetings with government partners and other stakeholders continues to take 
place across all thematic areas to support continuity of services in the context of COVID-19. Routine immunization and MNCH 
services are ongoing across PHCs facilities in Kano, Katsina and Jigawa States. Follow-up planning meeting was conducted with 
partners for stepdown virtual training on RMNCH Scorecard across the 44 LGAs of Kano State. In Ebonyi state, UNICEF is supporting 
the ongoing monitoring of vaccine commodity security at state and LGA levels, despite the lockdown, helping maintain vaccine 
potency. In Imo state, UNICEF is supporting the ongoing State Cold Store monitoring and setting up of Supply Management 
Training (SMT) depot for vaccine distribution and management to ensure immunization services are not overtly affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Knowledge and skills of State Cold Chain Officers were updated on SMT.  
 
In Kebbi state, UNICEF organized a virtual coordination meeting for health development partners with the Commissioner of Health, 
Sokoto and his team to discuss the impact of COVID-19 on essential health services. It was agreed to intensify active case search 
and restore essential health care services in all health facilities. An ICCM services review meeting was conducted across the five 



zonal areas in Kebbi State, and the opportunity was utilized to train health care workers on IPC. In Bauchi state, UNICEF provided 
technical support for LGA level PHC data validation and review meeting. Financial and technical support was provided to nine HTR 
mobile teams for delivery of integrated health services in 144 HTR settlements across nine LGAs in Bauchi. Work is ongoing for 
data visualization with a data validation visit to Toro LGA in Bauchi. UNICEF provided technical support to ICCM taskforce meeting 
in Adamawa state. In Bayelsa state, SERICC meetings commenced to proffer solutions to the declining routine immunization 
coverage in the State. Bilateral meetings were held with the Executive Secretary of the Bayelsa State Primary Health Care Board 
and SERICC to advocate for continued distribution of vaccines to the last mile as well as supervision and retrieval of data from 
health facilities and LGAs.  
 
UNICEF Akure is supporting the Oyo State Ministry of Health to conduct deep dives to assess State and LGA supply side 
determinants responsible for poor maternal and neonatal health indicators in the State. This will guide planning and 
implementation of targeted context specific strategies to improve maternal and neonatal care within the state. UNICEF continues 
to work with Oyo and Osun states to improve the development and further strengthen the institutionalization of the regular use, 
interpretation of RMNCAH score cards at state and LGA level to guide decision makers in acting on the score cards to improve 
State programmes.  
 
In Lagos, UNICEF continues to support various TWGs remotely. Preventative actions such as social distancing have been 
implemented by health care workers in all primary health care sites, with a reduction of people inside facilities during 
immunization and other PHC service delivery and a suspension of outreach services. Refill of lifesaving ARVs for PLHIVs are being 
provided for 3-4 months by care providers to reduce the risk of exposure at facilities. As part of UNICEF support to elimination of 
Mother to Child transmission of HIV in Kaduna State, 23 PMTCT FP were financially supported to participate in the training, aimed 
at COVID proofing the PMTCT response at facility and LGA levels. UNICEF supported review and bottle neck analysis of the 
PMTCT/MCH service delivery using the Q1 2020 scorecard findings. UNICEF will also support the conduct of a deeper dive and 
development of a decentralised COVID proof PMTCT/MCH service uptake improvement action plan for the state. In the NE, despite 
the outbreak, integrated PHC services are being delivered in the region with 219,061 individuals reached, of which 105,155 
children are under 5 years. 
 
In Sokoto state, UNICEF is supporting community engagement and dialogues with key opinion leaders has been organised through 
the EU Spotlight Initiative, leading to the establishment of community surveillance teams, with over 120 champions to end violence 
against children and other harmful practices. UNICEF also supported the training of 39 volunteers trained in Ebonyi state on 
interpersonal communication on EndFGM, EndVAC, EndVAWG, accessing birth registration services as well as COVID-19 
prevention and risk management. Trained volunteers conducted house-to-house visits in seven communities, in addition to the 
130 households and 771 household members across seven communities reached the previous week, while in Ekiti, Osun and Oyo 
states, 30,745 persons in 4,433 households comprising of 12,659 girls, 10,021 women and 8,065 men were reached. Radio and 
television broadcast of EndFGM jingles translated into English, Pidgin and Yoruba languages reached an estimated 485,089 people 
as at 3 June 2020. 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

The Nigeria CO has developed an updated response plan outlining gaps and needs, COVID-19 proofing measures and response 
activities across all sections. USD 65 million is requested to support the government to respond to COVID-19 and reach an 
estimated 20 million Nigerians. ECHO Nigeria has provided UNICEF with 1.2 million Euros to support in risk communication and 
life-saving health and WASH supplies. 

External Communication 

UNICEF has aligned with global campaigns on COVID-19  and has been disseminating information through its social media network 
(Twitter: Facebook, Instagram).  
 

 

For more 
information 
contact: 

Peter Hawkins 
Representative  
UNICEF Nigeria 
Tel: +234 (0) 803 402 0870 
Email: phawkins@unicef.org 

Claes Johansson  
Deputy Representative a.i. 
UNICEF Nigeria 
Tel: +234 (0) 906 206 6637  
Email: cjohansson@unicef.org 
 

Gillian Walker 
Emergency Manager 
UNICEF Nigeria 
Tel: +234 (0) 803 403 5235 
Email: gwalker@unicef.org 



Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

Sector 2020 target Total results3 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention and 
access to services 

22,000,000 17,595,190 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions 22,000 23,738 
Number of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/ clarifications 
for available support services to address their needs through established 
feedback mechanisms” 

2,020,000 601,586 

WASH and IPC   

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene 
items) and services 

1,340,782 351,9454 

Health   
Number of children and women receiving essential healthcare, including 
prenatal, delivery and postnatal care, essential new-born care, immunization, 
treatment of childhood illnesses and HIV care in UNICEF supported facilities. 

6,061,266 2,968,249 

Number of healthcare workers within health facilities and communities 
provided with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

780,586 48,621 

Number of healthcare facility staff and community health workers trained in 
Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) 

20,000 39,257 

Number of healthcare providers trained in detecting, referral and appropriate 
management of COVID-19 cases 

8,548 24,827 

Nutrition   
Number of children 6-59 months admitted for treatment of severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM).5 

558,189 90,809 

Number of caregivers of children aged 0-23 months reached with messages 
aiming to protect breastfeeding in the context of COVID through national 
communication campaigns. 

656,000 957,903 

Education    

Number of children supported with distance/homebased learning 17,500,000 20,115,974 
Child Protection and GBV    
Number of children without parental or family care provided with appropriate 
alternative care arrangements 

29,500 3,295 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with community 
based mental health and psychosocial support6 

2,605,000 206,016 

Number of children and adults that have access to a safe and accessible 
channel to report sexual exploitation and abuse 

498,067 150,562 

Number of UNICEF personnel and partners that have completed training on 
VAC/HP/GBV risk mitigation and referrals for survivors7 

1121 514 

Social Protection   
Number of households (affected by COVID-19) receiving humanitarian multi-
sector cash grant for basic needs 

120,000 - 

 

 
3 Results are cumulative from March 2020 
4 68,200 persons reached through UNICEF advocacy/technical/mobilization support, using government funds 
5 Target is calculated as all children with SAM from March 2020 to December 2020 including HRP, HRP addendum and estimated caseloads 
6 Indicator broken down to 5,000 CP and 2,000,000 Education and 100,000 CP and 500,000 Education (NE) 
7 Indicator broken down to 250 CP and 500 Education and 221 CP and 150 Education (NE) 


