
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

A decrease in the daily growth rate of COVID-19 cases was observed, with 4 regions with 
no cases reported in the last 10 days. On the other hand, the transmission remains active 
in the 3 most affected regions (Niamey, Zinder, Agadez), imported cases are still detected 
and 30 out of the 72 Health Districts in the country had reported at least 1 confirmed case.  
Considering the overall slowing down of the new cases, the Government decided to 
reopen school activities as of June 1st. UNICEF supported the back to school activities by 
providing the Ministry of Education with Education and WASH supplies, technical 
assistance, key messages about COVID-19 prevention and the development of a 
monitoring system based on RapidPro. UNICEF continues to work closely with the 
Government and its partners to respond to the ongoing outbreak in the country, which is 
already facing the consequences of multiple crisis (nutrition, conflicts, natural disasters). 
UNICEF assists particularly the Ministry of Health (MoH), in the field of risk 
communication/community engagement (RCCE), infection prevention and control (IPC), 
supply and logistics, epidemiological surveillance and healthcare provision. UNICEF is 
co-leading 3 of the 8 sub-committees established by the MoH (RCCE, IPC and logistics) 
at central and sub-national level and is an active member of the others.  UNICEF is also 
participating to the UN COVID-19 crisis group. UNICEF has been appointed UN supply 
and procurement coordinator for COVID-19.

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

Health  

Capacity building and case management: In Diffa 
region, capacity building activities were carried out with 
UNICEF support: (i) Training of trainers (20) on 
epidemiological surveillance, medical and psychosocial 
management of COVID-19 cases and (ii) Training of 
rapid intervention teams to support the response (3 
persons at the regional level and 2 at the district level). 
Furthermore, the Diffa Regional Hospital courtyard has 
been rehabilitated with UNICEF support for the 
treatment of COVID-19 patients. 

Case Management Committee: UNICEF provided the 
commission with ICT equipment to better track patients 
and with a 72 m2 tent to improve the triage in the 
Lamorde Hospital in Niamey. UNICEF also provided 
technical support for the revision of the therapeutic 
protocol to include the management of pregnant women 
and patients undergoing surgery. 

 

WASH  

UNICEF supported the training of 192 hygienists from 
public and private health centers of Niamey on COVID-
19 transmission, barriers and compliance with infection 
prevention and control (IPC) measures in healthcare 
facilities. UNICEF also supported the Nigerien Red 
Cross and the national IPC Commission with the 
disinfection of 35 households where COVID-19 cases 
were confirmed and with one dignified and secure 
burial.  

In view of the reopening of schools, UNICEF provided 
the Ministry of Primary Education with 60 handwashing 
devices to allow approximately 3,000 pupils and their 
teachers to practice regular handwashing at school. In 
addition, UNICEF developed a simplified guideline for 
the preparation of disinfection solutions from bleach, to 
be used by the teachers and schools’ hygienists.  

At subnational level, UNICEF supported the provision of 
216 handwashing devices for the equipment of 
healthcare facilities of Zinder and Maradi regions. 

 

 

Situation in Numbers 
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RCCE/C4D 

In terms of Coordination, with UNICEF support the 
Government started evaluation missions to all regions 
of Niger to assess the quality of implementation of Risk 
Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE) 
interventions.  

Regarding UNICEF support to Social Mobilization, 
community surveillance committees are continuing to 
be mobilized and to ensure door to door and other 
interpersonal communication activities. In this sense a 
number of 12 alert cases were identified by the 
committees and referred to the investigation teams. A 
public campaign on the use of masks was launched in 
Zinder by the Sultan with the slogan "1 zinderois, 1 
masque".  

41 Community radios continued to air interactive 
programs on COVID-19 and its effects.  

Capacity building sessions on barrier measures were 
organized for 32 radio animators and journalists, as well 
as for border agents (72) at the country borders and 
airports.  

Partnerships with Scouts of Niger allowed sharing of 
essential messages in households and youth groups – 
958,529 people were informed and engaged in RCCE 
activities.  

Feedback mechanisms in place have been 
increasingly used by the population: 131,000 people 
shared their concerns and asked 
questions/clarifications for available support services. 

Nutrition 

As of 17th of May, 119,223 under-five children suffering 
from SAM (30,1% of the annual target) were admitted 
for treatment, including 11,717 cases with medical 
complications. In anticipation of a possible surge in 
admissions for SAM in the context of COVID-19, 
UNICEF took steps to procure more nutrition supplies 
to ensure an uninterrupted pipeline of Ready-to-Use 
Therapeutic Food (RUTF) and other critical supplies.  
Indeed, between 25th May to 6th June, UNICEF 
procured 25,650 boxes of RUTF to replenish the 
national stock of RUTF.  
In collaboration with the WASH Cluster, UNICEF 
developed an operational guide for the implementation 
and scale-up of WASH-in-Nut interventions in the 
context of COVID-19. 

Education 

UNICEF continues to provide technical support and 
advice to national education ministries and their 
regional Directorates on the coordination of activities for 
the reopening of schools. Schools in Niger reopened on 
June 1st for a period of 45 days. Initial reports suggest 
that a good number of students have returned, but many 
schools lack of the necessary materials and information 
to fully implement the needed COVID19 measures. 
UNICEF, focusing on the regions of Diffa, Maradi, 
Tahoua and Tillaberi, Zinder and on Niamey city, 
supported the production and delivery of exercise books 
for 163,685 students for core literacy and numeracy. 
4,830 protective masks have been provided for 2,015 
teachers and 17,000 bottles of disinfectants (bleach) 
have been purchased and distributed, together with a 
detailed utilisation guide. 2,000 tarpaulins were 
delivered across the country for temporary classrooms 

and 910 hand washing devices and 1,820 boxes of soap 
were distributed in the regions of Niamey, Maradi and 
Zinder. UNICEF is also working with the Ministries in 
charge of education on key messages for children, 
young people, school personnel and families on how to 
keep children safe while returning to school. 
Additionally, building on RapidPro, UNICEF is 
developing a rapid data collection tool to ensure a more 
comprehensive monitoring of the school reopening 
process.  

An extraordinary meeting was convened with Cluster 
members and government emergency focal points to 
coordinate actions and take stock of back-to-school 
needs and actions. A close link with local protection 
committees has been established to follow-up on 
students who have not returned particularly as related 
to violations of children's rights, such as child abuse and 
child marriage during school closure. 

Child protection  

UNICEF continues to provide technical support and 
guidance to the Regional Directorates for child 
protection to respond to the pandemic, and to advocate 
for the involvement of child protection actors in the 
response for vulnerable children, including talibés 
children living in the streets and children on the move.  

At national level, 75 children deprived of liberty have 
been freed from detention and transferred to their 
parents; 36 of them are now being followed up by the 
social workers from the DRPE and UNICEF partner 
Grandir Dignement. 

Niamey: Thanks to UNICEF advocacy, talibés children 
were included in the list of beneficiaries of food 
distribution. This operation was implemented under the 
lead of the Regional Directorate of the Population and 
the “Dispositif National de Prevention et Gestion des 
Crises Alimentaires”. 

Maradi: In the last two weeks, 18 talibés children 
returning from Nigeria, were reunified with their families 
thanks to the support of Child Protection actors. 

Zinder: During the reporting period, 1,791 talibés 
children (out of a cumulative total of 11,900 since 26th 
March 2020) returning from Nigeria were transferred to 
communities with the technical support of the Regional 
Directorate of Child Protection (DRPE) of Zinder and the 
financial support of UNICEF. 367 of the children 
benefitted from follow up actions by social workers.   

Diffa: Child protection actors offered psychosocial 
support through family visits in the city of Diffa to 755 
people (463 children and 292 adults), with UNICEF 
technical and financial support. 29 cases of child 
marriage were reported during the reporting period in 
the Diffa region. The Regional Directorate for Child 
Protection, with the support of UNICEF, are following up 
the case of five girls (between 14 to 16 years old) 
married during the two months closure of schools 
through family visits, psychosocial support, dialogues 
with husbands. 15 child marriages were stopped thanks 
to Child protection community-based committees and 
child protection actors in Diffa. 

Others 

As lead Agency of Education and WASH Cluster, Child 
Protection SC and Nutrition Cluster / Sector, UNICEF is 



actively contributing to the 2020 Humanitarian 
Response Plan review process. 

Within the Multisectoral Cash Working Group, UNICEF 
contributed to the review and update of the existing 

guidance note on the implementation of cash transfer 
activities in the context of COVID-19, also by including 
donor guidance. 

Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes  

UNICEF is working with the Government of Niger and partners on the implementation of adapted modalities to ensure 
the continuation of essential nutrition services at health facility and community level. UNICEF is working with the National 
Institute of Statistics (INS) and Ministry of Public Health on the implementation of the upcoming national nutrition survey 
with the SMART methodology which is expected to be carried out from August to September 2020. A specific guideline 
on the implementation of this survey in the context of Covid-19 has been developed with UNICEF support, with an 
emphasis on IPC measures during the different stages of the survey. Furthermore, UNICEF and partners are supporting 
the Government in the roll-out of the communication strategy for the promotion of adequate IYCF practices at community 
level in the context of COVID-19, using mass media channels (local radios, social media platforms, etc.). 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

The UNICEF Response Plan for COVID-19 amounts to 
17,419,599 USD. Funding received so far amounts to about 8 M 
USD, leaving a funding gap for the Niger COVID-19 response of 
60 % at the beginning of June 2020. 
Since the start of the crisis, UNICEF has used its own resources 
to support the government in its first steps. This is an opportunity 
to thank the donors and partners of UNICEF who have mobilized 
flexible funds for the children's agenda in Niger. Subsequently, 
UNICEF was able to count on the commitment of partners such 
as the Education Cannot Wait fund, the Global Partnership for 
Education, USAID, the CERF, the World Bank, the Netherlands 
and German cooperation (BMZ). 

 

External Media 
UNICEF carried out a series of communication initiatives that highlight UNICEF support over the week. 
 

• The Independent Newspaper: How Isis and al-Qaeda will profit from coronavirus (with UNICEF Niger 
mention) : https://www.pressreader.com/uk/the-independent-1029/20200606/281977494849574  

• BBC: Stalled vaccine programmes ‘putting children’s lives at risk’ (with Niger mention) on BBC1,  BBC 2 
Radio, BBC News 24, BBC Radio 4, as well as BBC News Online : https://www.bbc.com/news/health-
52911972 

• Press release: Amidst the Covid-19 pandemic, ECHO and UNICEF teamed up to ensure continuity of life-
saving care for malnourished children in Niger: https://www.unicef.org/niger/press-releases/amidst-covid-
19-pandemic-echo-and-unicef-teamed-ensure-continuity-life-saving-care 

• Press release: The United Nations CERF supports UNICEF and partners to accelerate humanitarian 
response in Niger. https://www.unicef.org/niger/press-releases/united-nations-cerf-supports-unicef-and-
partners-accelerate-humanitarian-response 

• Collaboration with UNICEF France: Imagine Series. https://youtu.be/OLLjZH_9XOs  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information contact:   

Félicité Tchibindat  
Representative 
UNICEF Niger 
Tel : (+227) 20727100 
Email: ftchibindat@unicef.org  

Ilaria Carnevali  
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Niger 
Tel: (+227) 20727124 
Email: icarnevali@unicef.org 
 

Giuliaserena Gagliardini 
Emergency Specialist 
UNICEF Niger 
Tel: (+227) 20727106 
Email: ggagliardini@unicef.org 
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

# of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention and access to 

services 

20,000,000 14,970,640 

# of people who participate in COVID-19 engagement actions 17,156 7,985 

# of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/clarifications for available 

support services to address their needs through establishes feedback mechanisms. 

 

1,000,000 

 

131,000 

WASH and IPC   

# of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene items) and 

services 

300,000 48,991 

# of healthcare workers within health facilities and communities provided with 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

2,500 - 

# of healthcare facility staff and community health workers trained in Infection 

Prevention and Control (IPC) 

1,500 650 

Health   

# of healthcare providers trained in detecting, referral and appropriate management 

of COVID-19 cases 

200 76 

Nutrition   

# of children 6-59 months admitted for treatment of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) 396,539 119,223 

Education    

# of children supported with distance/home-based learning 1,000,000 - 

Child Protection and GBV    

# of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with community based 

mental health and psychosocial support 

21,000 1,122 

Social Protection   

# of households benefitting from new or additional social assistance measures 

provided by governments to respond to COVID-19 with UNICEF support  
- - 

 

Annex B 

Funding Status 

Sector Funding requirements Funds available Funding gap $ Gap % 

C4D / RCCE 2,500,000 1,496,678 1,003,322 40% 

WASH & IPC 4,000,000 1,299,920 2,700,080 68% 

Nutrition  1,400,000 
                                                 

300,000  

1,100,000 79% 

Health1 2,636,672 3,854,716 0 0% 

Child Protection 1,852,000 
                                                             

-    

1,852,000 100% 

Education 4,080,927 1,209,577 2,871,350 70% 

Social Protection 200,000 - 200,000 100% 

Social Research 200,000 0 200,000 100% 

Coordination and support capacity 550,000 27,889 522,111 95% 

Total 17,419,599 8,188,780 10,448,863 60% 

 

 
1 The UNICEF Response Plan for NIGER will be also updated; for instance, the overall funding requirements for health has to be updated. 


