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Highlights  
▪ In the month of February, in the Diffa region, attacks by non-state 

armed groups and inter-community conflict continued, displacing 
407 household.  

▪ Following an attack on January 17th on the village of N’Zouett, 
Tillabery region, at the border with Mali, populations were forced 
by non-state armed groups to leave their village within 48 hours; 75 
displaced families (506 people) arrived to the village of Tiloa, and 
received multisectoral assistance coordinated by the Intercluster. 
UNICEF provided NFI, WASH and education assistance. 

▪ In February, 1,084 migrants expelled by Algeria arrived in the IOM 
Transit Center in Agadez. The group included 12 unaccompanied 
children (two girls), who were supported by UNICEF and the 
Regional Department for Child Protection with psychosocial 
support, food, health checkup, NFI, and family tracing/reunion. 

▪ The dire nutrition situation in Niger could be further worsen given 
the drought affecting the Sahel region, the rise of prices and the 
strike affecting the health sector. Nutrition sector partners are 
working toward strengthening emergency preparedness and 
response planning for nutrition interventions 
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1.2 million  
Children in need of humanitarian assistance 
in Niger 

2.3 million 
People in need 
(OCHA, Humanitarian Response Plan Niger, 2018) 

380,166 
Children affected by SAM nationwide 
(HRP, 2018) 

 82,037 
Refugee children from Nigeria and returnees 
from Niger affected, out of 

123,290  
Refugees and returnees from Nigeria 
(DREC, October 2017, covering 97 sites) 

85,847 
Internally displaced children, out of 

129,015 
Internally displaced people 
(DREC, October 2017, covering 97 sites) 

 

UNICEF Appeal 2018 

US$ 42 million 

 

 

Carry - Over: 
$3,752,636 

Received: 
$3,116,000 

Funding Gap:
$35,852,415 

Funding Status 2018

UNICEF’s Response with Partners 

 

UNICEF Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Total 
Results* 

Cluster 
Target 

Total 
 Results* 

Nutrition: # of children <5 with 
SAM admitted for treatment in 
Niger 

380,166 31,423 380,166 31,423 

Health: # of children <5 accessing 
life-saving services in Diffa 

90,000 36,442 NA NA 

WASH: # of people with access to 
safe water in Diffa 

62,000 17,266 127,638 23,106   

Child Protection: # of children who 
are benefiting from psychosocial 
support through community-based 
recreational activities in Diffa 

20,616 4,194 24,676  23,075 

Education: # of children provided 
with access to education in Diffa  

37,064 980  80,398 1,186 

* Total results are cumulative 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
According to the 2018 Humanitarian Needs Overview, 2.3 million people will be in need of humanitarian assistance in 
2018 in Niger. The needs analysis shows the persistence of five major crises affecting the country: food insecurity (1.4 
million people estimated in need), malnutrition (1.7 million people), epidemics (1,170,000 people), floods (170,000 
people) and population movements due to conflict or migration (392,305 people).  

The deterioration of the security situation in the districts bordering Mali caused the activation of the Intercluster 
contingency plan. Out of the 84,000-people estimated in the plan, over 40,000 were considered to be at risk of 
displacements due to threats of attacks and / or military operations. In January, the first 75 displaced families (506 people) 
arrived in Tiloa, Tillabery region. The protection cluster alerted on the risk of similar displacement for over 40,000 people.  

In February, the Diffa region received the joint mission of the Humanitarian Coordinator, high Representative of the 
government, humanitarian country team members and donors. One of the keys discussion points focused on the nexus 
humanitarian and development. 

The dire nutrition situation in Niger could be further worsen given the drought affecting the Sahel region, the rise of 
prices and the strike affecting the health sector. Nutrition sector partners are working toward strengthening 
emergency preparedness and response planning for nutrition interventions. 
 

 
Estimated Affected 

Population (National and 

Lake Chad Basin – LCB 

Crisis) 

National LCB crisis 

Based on HRP and HNO 2018 Total Female Male Total Female Male 

Total Affected 

Population 
2,300,000 1,173,000 1,127,000 419,000 213,690 205,310 

Children Affected (Under 

18) 
1,200,000 612,000 588,000 230,000 117,300 112,700 

Children <5 455,860 232,489 223,371 83,046 42,353 40,692 

Children 6 to 23 months 134,780 68,738 66,042 22,249 11,347 10,902 

Pregnant and lactating 

women 
477,710 243,632  87,236 44,490  

Proxy calculated based on: Ratio men / women 49/51% - proxy HNO 2018 %; children affected < 18 years – HNO 2018; children <5 - proxy INS 2018, 19.82% national 
and 16.82 LCB; Children 6 to 23 months – proxy INS 2018, 5.86% national and 5.31%% LCB; Pregnant and lactating women - proxy INS 20.77% national and 20.82% 
LCB  

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
At the national level, UNICEF leads the Education and WASH Clusters, and the Child Protection Sub-Cluster in close 
collaboration with government counterparts, and co-leads with the government the Nutrition Working Group.  
UNICEF supports regional authorities for the timely and efficient management of sectoral working groups, particularly, 
but not exclusively, in Diffa, Maradi and Agadez, where UNICEF zonal offices are located. UNICEF is also a proactive 
member of the Health Cluster and the Non-Food Items (NFI) and Shelter Working Group.   

UNICEF participates in common framework of the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) project with 4 international NGOs, 
OCHA and WFP, as well as with the Ministry of Humanitarian Action and Disaster Relief (MHA/GC). Specifically for RRM, 
UNICEF is responsible for the procurement of NFIs and for the provision of the overall technical support. Additionally, 
UNICEF provides technical, financial and in-kind support to the MAH/GC to strengthen its capacity to manage and 
coordinate humanitarian crises, and is a key partner for the preparation and response to floods. UNICEF is leading the 
Task Force in charge of drafting the National Policy on Humanitarian Action. 

Humanitarian Strategy 

In 2018, UNICEF continues to provide multi-sectoral responses to the crises affecting the Niger, and strengthening link 
between humanitarian interventions and resilience-building programmes. UNICEF prioritizes its support to the national 
severe acute malnutrition (SAM) treatment programme, including its integration into the broader national health 
system, and UNICEF is aiming at expanding prevention of malnutrition activities. In education, UNICEF focuses on the 
provision of access to formal and non-formal education opportunities in protective learning environments for crisis 
affected school aged children. Children affected by crises are also reached with health services and vaccination, as well 
as with psychosocial support. Unaccompanied and separated children are supported through identification and 
reunification services.  



 

UNICEF multi-sectoral humanitarian interventions also plan to cover in 2018 the needs of people affected by the Malian 
border crisis and the increasing numbers of vulnerable migrant children returning from Algeria and Libya.  
UNICEF is setting up innovative approaches, such as SMS, to manage child protection data and monitor water, education 
and nutrition interventions. 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response   

Lake Chad Basin Crisis Response  

Nutrition  

By end February, 1,697 under-five children suffering from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) were admitted to 

health centres (both outpatient and inpatient facilities) in Diffa region, including 149 cases with medical complications. 

Compared to the same period last year, an overall 20% decrease in SAM admissions seems to be observed. However, 

admissions figures obtained during the last week of February showed that admissions were on an increasing trend 

compared to previous weeks. In response to Nutrition survey results (Nov-Dec 2017), a mass screening exercise was 

organized in Mainé-Soroa district, reaching 20,987 children among whom 893 were identified with MAM, 205 with SAM 

and were referred for treatment.  

Health  

UNICEF continues to provide essential medicines for under-five children for the treatment of malaria, diarrhoea 

and respiratory infections to 49 health facilities (out of 53, with 4 closed due to insecurity) and through mobile clinics in 

five health districts out of six in Diffa region. Integrated Community Case Management (ICCM) is supported by UNICEF 

in two of the six health districts (Goudoumaria, Maïné) in the region. This support will be extended to a 3rd district 

(N’guigmi) this year.  

WASH  

UNICEF and its partner ACTED are continuing the extension of the water supply network in Kidjandi, one of the 

major displacement sites in Diffa. Once completed, this costly infrastructure will allow to end the water trucking 

activities which had been in place since June 2016. Meanwhile, in February, 17,266 people have continued to benefit from 

water trucking in Kidjandi and Ngarana. The WASH working group led by the Regional Department of Water and 

Sanitation organized a workshop on the harmonization of water point management models in IDPs sites. The workshop 

recommended the application of existing regulation about flexible approaches to be used in areas with highly vulnerable 

populations such as IDPs, refugees and host communities. 

Education  

As of end of February, UNICEF and its partners (COOPI, CONCERN and the Regional Department for Primary 

Education - DREP) facilitated access to school for 980 students (484 girls) including 125 (65 girls) through the Radio 

Education Programme (REP) in the 5 new listening clubs set up by the partner IRC. A pre-test was organized and results 

showed that more than half of beneficiaries can easily understand mathematics and protection lessons, but still have low 

scoring in reading. UNICEF and the DREP trained 100 teachers (40 women) on psychosocial support and disaster risk 

reduction. In February, 222 students (119 girls) received textbooks. 

Child Protection  

As of February, 4,888 new children affected by the crisis received psychosocial support and benefitted from 

recreational activities in 148 child-friendly spaces run by the child protection working group actors. Seven separated and 

unaccompanied children (including five girls) were identified and placed in alternative care, with individual follow up in 

the Diffa region. The child protection working group actors reported 10 cases (including height girls) of separated and 

unaccompanied children during the month. In February, height new children were released from non-state armed groups 

and benefitted from temporary care through UNICEF support, including a child under the age of 13 years old.   

 

  



 

Nationwide and to other Crises Response1  

Nutrition  

By end of February 2018, 31,423 under-five children suffering from SAM were admitted for treatment. Amongst 

these children, 3,886 cases (12%) presented medical complications (admitted for inpatient therapeutic care), while 27,537 

cases (88%) were admitted for outpatient therapeutic care. Overall, data on SAM admissions shows a decreasing trend 

i.e., 22% less compared to the same period last year and 12% less compared to the previous month. UNICEF will conduct 

further data review and analysis on these trends in the next reporting period.  

WASH  

The WASH cluster participated in an intercluster multisectoral assessment of the humanitarian needs of displaced 

population in Tiloa, Tillabery region, at the border with Mali. Based on this assessment, UNICEF in partnership with the 

Regional Department for Water and Sanitation (DRHA) of Tillabery and a local NGO, Vision Plus, carried out a 

disinfection of the functioning water points of the village (two cemented wells and one self-contained water station with 

five taps) benefiting to 2,275 people (506 displaced people and 1769 host communities), and a physico-chemical analysis 

of two water points to verify the water quality for human consumption. The 75 displaced households also received 

hygiene kits provided by UNICEF. 

Education  

As of end February, in Tillabery region, UNICEF and its partner CONCERN facilitated through community 

sensitization access to school for 390 children (169 girls), while 368 (165 girls) children benefited from school materials 

in the school of Tiloa. 

 

Child Protection  

12 unaccompanied children (2 girls), who were expelled from Algeria and arrived in the IOM transit center, have 

been supported by UNICEF and the Regional Department for Child Protection. They received psychosocial support, food, 

health checkup, NFI and were accompanied by social worker for family reunion. 

Non-Food Items (NFI)  

In February 2018, UNICEF in partnership with the Ministry of Humanitarian Action and Disaster Relief, provided 

assistance to 75 displaced families (506 people) in Tiloa, Tillabery region. The distribution was carried out jointly with the 

food aid distribution in coordination with WFP and its partner Karkara. 

 

Media and External Communication  
In February, UNICEF Niger produced and disseminated though its social media channels a short video 

(https://twitter.com/Unicefniger/status/963335596289810433) highlighting the support provided in education in Diffa.  
 

Security  
The presence of non-state armed groups in Tillabery, Agadez and Diffa regions continued to negatively affect the 

security situation in Niger. Targeted kidnappings and killings of civilians, most likely perpetrated by Boko Haram or 

Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) militants, were registered in Diffa region. In Tillabery region, the presence of 

armed militants affiliated to the “Islamic State in Greater Sahara” (ISGS) resulted in armed attacks against traders or 

villagers. ISGS militants also very likely withdrew to Niger to escape armed clashes with GATIA and MSA in (Mali). Armed 

banditry (notably on road axes) also remained a matter of concern in Agadez and Maradi regions. 
 

  

                                                        
1 For Nutrition, the section “other crisis response” refers to the country-wide integrated management of severe acute malnutrition program, i.e., 

captures SAM admissions for all regions of Niger (Diffa included), while for the other sectors, the chapter refers to specific crises other than the 
Lake Chad Basin’s 

https://twitter.com/Unicefniger/status/963335596289810433
https://twitter.com/Unicefniger/status/963335596289810433


 

Funding 
In February 2018, UNICEF Niger received new funding (US$0.6M) from the following donors: Japan and USAID - Food 
For Peace. 

 
Funding Requirements as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 2018 for Niger 

Appeal Sector Requirements 
Funds available* Funding gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  24,500,000 2,500,000  904,386  21,095,614  86% 

Health 1,576,407 0 50,848  1,525,559  97% 

WASH 5,993,842 0 1,482,021  4,511,821  75% 

Child Protection 2,617,441 233,831     1,037,566  1,346,044  51% 

Education 3,537,711 382,169 277,816  2,877,726  81% 

Non Food Items (NFI) 3,495,650 0 -    3,495,650  100% 

Cluster Coordination  1,000,000 0 -    1,000,000  100% 

Total 42,721,051 3,116,000       3,752,636      35,852,415  84% 

* Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year.  

 
 
Lake Chad Basin Crisis Funding  
The funding in this table is included in the overall 2018 HAC appeal. This table allows UNICEF Niger to specifically monitor 
the funding received and the gaps related to the Lake Chad Basin crisis, as well as to analyse them in relation to the 
results achieved.  
 

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Funds Received Current 
Year 

Carry-Over $   

Nutrition  1,950,000 0                              25,667  1,924,333 99% 

Health 1,112,907 0                              32,042  1,080,865 97% 

WASH 3,842,000 0                         1,251,875  2,590,125 67% 

Child Protection 1,740,024 233,831                            917,304  588,890 34% 

Education 2,017,546 382,169                             210,337  1,425,040 71% 

Non-Food Items (NFI) 1,805,650 0                                       -    1,805,650 100% 

Cluster Coordination  650,000 0                                       -    650,000 100% 

Total 13,118,127 616,000                       2,437,225  10,064,902 77% 

  
 
 
 

Next SitRep: MARCH 2018 
UNICEF Niger Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unicefniger/  
UNICEF Niger Twitter: www.twitter.com/Unicefniger 
UNICEF Niger Blog: http://unicefniger.tumblr.com/ 
UNICEF Niger Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/unicefniger/ 
UNICEF Niger Humanitarian Action for Children appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Who to contact 
for further 
information: 

Félicité Tchibindat  
Representative 
UNICEF Niger 
Tel: (+227) 20727100 
Email: ftchibindat@unicef.org  
 
 
   
  

Flavia Guidetti 
Deputy Representative a.i. 
UNICEF Niger 
Tel: (+227) 20727100 
Email: fguidetti@unicef.org 
 
 

Lalaina Fatratra Andriamasino  
Chief of Communication Officer 
UNICEF Niger 
Tel: (+227) 20727100 
Email: lfandriamasinoro@unicef.org 
 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefniger/
http://www.twitter.com/Unicefniger
http://unicefniger.tumblr.com/
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html


 

Annex A - SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 
Lake Chad Basin Crisis Response  

 

  

                                                        
2 Data include admissions for malaria, diarrhea and respiratory infections (DHS2, Ministry of Health). 

  UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

 
Overall 
needs 

2018  
Target 

Total 
Results* 

Change 
since last 

report   

 2018 
Target  

Total 
Results* 

Change 
since last 

report  

NUTRITION         

# children under 5 years affected by SAM 
admitted for treatment in Diffa 

15,635 15,635 1,697   896▲  15,635 1,697   896▲  

HEALTH         

# of children who have access to life-saving 
interventions through fixed and mobile strategies 

 90,000 36,4422 =  
  

# of children aged 6 months to 14 
years vaccinated against measles 

 10,500 - =  
  

# of children who have access to community case 
management in emergency in the N’Guigmi 
health district 

 6,000 - =  
  

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE        

# of people affected by the crisis in Diffa having 
access to safe water  

127,638 62,000 17,266 = 127,638 23,106  4,340▲ 

# of people affected by the crisis in Diffa with 
access to sanitation infrastructure  

146,986 34,000 - = 146,986 2,472  200▲ 

# of people affected by the crisis in Diffa having 
access to hygiene kits and sensitization activities 

280,132 175,000 - = 277,378 69,989  46,331▲ 

CHILD PROTECTION         

# of children who are benefiting from 
psychosocial support through community - based 
recreational and socio-educational activities 

213,572 20,616 4,194 = 24,676 23,075 4,888▲ 

# of separated and/or unaccompanied children 
placed in alternative care arrangements and / or 
who benefitted from individual follow up  

213,572 685 14 7▲ 1,142 21 10▲ 

# of children suspected or verified CAAFAG 
identified benefitting from temporary care and/or 
family/community reintegration support 

213,572 314 15 8▲ 442 15 8▲ 

EDUCATION        

# of girls and boys (3-17 years) affected by crisis 
accessing education in Diffa 

114,854 37,064 980  177▲  80,398 1186 383▲  

# of girls and boys (3-17 years) affected by crisis 
receiving learning materials 

114,854 37,064 1,025 222▲  80,398    1,229 426▲  

# of girls and boys (3 -17 years) affected by crisis 
attending education in a classroom where the 
teacher has been trained in psychosocial support 

114,854 37,064 5,812   5,177▲  80,398 7,964 5,546▲  

NON-FOOD ITEMS        

# of displaced persons provided with non-food 

items kits   
180,490 70,000 - 

 
 

  



 

All Crisis Response (including Lake Chad Basin Crisis)3  

 

 

                                                        
3 This table summarizes major results of crises included in the 2018 HRP and the contingency plan for the Mali crisis. The clusters do not report on the Mali crisis though, while 

UNICEF has included it in the HAC 2018, therefore results for UNICEF include in all sectors those for the Mali Crisis, while not all clusters do. 
4 Data include admissions for malaria, diarrhea and respiratory infections (DHS2, Ministry of Health). 
5 The water trucking services have been provided since June 2016 for the same people, and this result is covering the Lake Chad Basin crisis as well as the crisis at the border 

with Mali 
6 This accounts for children already enrolled in the child friendly spaces at the beginning of the year. From February, only the new cases are added, based on registers 

  UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

 
Overall 
needs 

2018  
Target 

Total 
Results* 

Change 
since last 

report   
 2018 Target  

Total 
Results* 

Change 
since 
last 

report  

NUTRITION         

# of children under-five with severe 
acute malnutrition admitted for 
treatment nationwide  

380,166 380,166 31,423 
 

12,935▲ 380,166 
 

31,423 
 

12,935▲ 

HEALTH         

# of children under 5 accessing 
lifesaving interventions through fixed 
and mobile strategies 

 103,500 36,4424 
 

  
  

# of children aged 6 months to 14 
years vaccinated against measles 

 71,732 - 
 

 
  

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE        

# people affected by population 
movements and natural disasters 
having access to drinking water 

311,072 160,400 19,5415 
 

2,275 ▲ 266,860 21,041 
 

2,275 ▲ 

# people affected by water-borne 
disease outbreaks having access to 
hygiene kits and sensitization activities 

805,628 200,000 - 
 

706,528 2,272 
 

CHILD PROTECTION         

# of children provided with 
psychosocial support through 
community-based recreational and 
socio-educational activities 

364,697 38,136 4,1946 = 248,824 23,075 4,888▲ 

EDUCATION        

# of girls and boys aged 3 to 17 
years provided with access to formal 
and non-formal education 

325,015 95,611 1,370 567 ▲ 80,398 1576 773 ▲ 

NON-FOOD ITEMS        

# people affected by conflict or 
natural disasters provided with non-
food items kits 

NA 140,000 506 
 

506  
  


