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Situation in Numbers 

80,757 
Laboratory-confirmed 

2019-nCoV cases in the 

East Asia Pacific region 

 

2,764 
COVID-2019 deaths in the 

region 

 

221,700,000 
Children housebound due 

to COVID-19-related 

school closures. 

 

US$25.58 million  
funding requirement for the 

regional response 

UNICEF’s Funding Status 
 

Highlights 
• As of 27 February 2020, 82,294 cases were confirmed positive of COVID-

19 globally with 2,804 deaths. 78,630 confirmed cases are in China and 
an additional 2,127 confirmed cases in other East Asia and Pacific 
countries with 1,766 cases in the Republic of Korea, 186 cases in Japan, 
93 cases in Singapore, 40 cases in Thailand, 22 cases in Malaysia, 16 
cases in Vietnam, 3 cases in the Philippines and 1 case in Cambodia. 
 

• The size and evolution of the outbreak and current knowledge on its 
ability to be transmitted through communities, signals that the virus could 
still spread further within the region, despite the efforts by national 
authorities and the international community to contain it. While the virus 
has been spreading to other regions, the main burden remains in the East 
Asia and Pacific region. Urgent efforts are needed to contain the outbreak 
and to prepare health systems and communities to mitigate the impacts.  
 

• UNICEF has delivered 1.2 million gloves, 187,221 masks, 28,861 
protective suits and 12,000 protective goggles to the Government of 
China for dispatch to Wuhan and Beijing. It is planning to deliver an 
additional US$ 11.6 million in supplies to governments in the region. 
 

• So far, UNICEF has reached over 32 million people with its transmission 
prevention messages and provided critical health supplies to China, DPR 
Korea, Pacific Island Countries and Papua New Guinea. UNICEF plans to 
reach an additional 210 million people throughout the region. Much 
needed additional supply and programmatic support will be contingent on 
available funding. 
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Regional Funding 

Requirement 2020 (US$) 

US$ XX million 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Available 
Funds, 
$1.18M

Funding 
gap, 

$24.58M
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
Declared as a public health emergency of international concern by the World Health Organisation (WHO), there currently 

remains uncertainty around susceptibility and the full extent of clinical features of infection in children and pregnant 

women. While the response by China and other countries in the region has been unprecedented, medical supplies, 

including personal protective equipment, have started to run short across the region. Countries with weaker health 

systems and limited capacity to deal with a major disease outbreak are at particular risk. The outbreak also has major 

secondary impacts across the region. School closures implemented by several countries in the region to contain the 

spread of the virus affect the learning of students and may have unintended consequences in terms of child protection, 

if alternative care arrangements are not in place. The impact of the closure of companies and economic slowdown is 

mostly felt by those families that were already on unstable and low wages. UNICEF’s response to the COVID-19 

outbreak therefore focusses on the reduction of human-to-human transmission as well as the mitigation of the secondary 

impacts of the crisis, in line with WHO’s Strategic Response Plan. 

Partnerships and Coordination 

At the regional and country levels, UNICEF is coordinating efforts to reduce transmission and mitigate the impacts of 

COVID-19 with national authorities, UN and other partners, including WHO, IFRC, national Centres for Diseases Control 

(CDCs) and NGO partners. With the support of UNICEF’s East Asia and Pacific Regional Office, Country Offices 

developed a regional response plan aligned with WHO’s Strategic Response Plan that covers the following areas: (1) 

risk communication and community engagement, (2) critical supply and logistics and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

(WASH) services, (3) provision of healthcare and nutrition services, (4) access to continuous education and child 

protection services and (5) data collection and analysis. 

Summary of UNICEF’s Preparedness and Response Actions in the Region: 
 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement 

In the East Asia and the Pacific region, UNICEF is providing public information on how to prevent transmission of the 

virus and particularly how to protect children, pregnant women and other vulnerable groups. To gauge awareness and 

availability of accurate information, UNICEF is also engaged in “social listening” by closely monitoring the public’s 

perception of the COVID-19 situation in programme countries and actively conducting polls among youth.  

 

• All UNICEF Country Offices in the East Asia and Pacific region have been supporting the development and 
dissemination of information about transmission prevention through printed media, television, radio and social media. 
UNICEF is closely collaborating with WHO and national health authorities on the content of these messages. UNICEF 
is directly providing technical assistance to the Governments of Laos, the Philippines and of the Pacific Island 
Countries to support the development and updating of COVID-19 communication plans.  

• In China, UNICEF also created messages for Weibo, WeChat and Douyin (the local version of TikTok) with 
information on how to prevent infection by COVID-19. UNICEF COVID-19-related social media content has already 
reached over 31 million people in the country. UNICEF is also collaborating with China CDC and the National Center 
for Women and Children’s Health to draft health education materials for the public, some of which have already been 
released on social media. 

• In Indonesia, UNICEF is co-leading the Risk Communication and Community Engagement Cluster, bringing together 
Government and other in-country partners to align COVID-19 preparedness and response efforts. 

• In Myanmar and Indonesia, UNICEF provided a ‘chatbot’ to over 35,000 youth through its U-Report system to provide 
critical COVID-19 awareness and prevention activities.  

• UNICEF has engaged with local communities in Timor-Leste on proper handwashing and has strengthened the 
capacity of community leaders and volunteers to continue raising awareness. 

• In Myanmar, Thailand and Malaysia, UNICEF has ensured that its partners are well equipped with accurate 
communication messages to reach the communities it supports. 

• UNICEF Country Offices in Vietnam, Cambodia and Myanmar have translated the communication messages into 
local languages to further offer information on healthy practices to at-risk groups. Further, UNICEF Thailand translated 
risk communication messages into Burmese and Khmer to reach migrant populations. 

• In Vietnam, Indonesia and Papua New Guinea, UNICEF, in close collaboration with education authorities, has 
supported and launched information campaigns at schools, to improve preventive practices among children. 

• UNICEF continues to leverage its social media presence, partnerships and comparative advantage in communications 
to inform children, women and at-risk communities about transmission prevention, psychosocial support and health 
practices. In the next six months, UNICEF aims to provide accurate information to 210 million people in the region.  
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Critical Supply and Logistics and WASH services 

UNICEF is providing critical hygiene, medical and prevention supplies to support the control of transmission in 

healthcare settings and communities and strengthen health systems’ response capacities. As in many countries in the 

East Asia and Pacific region Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) and other health supplies cannot or can no longer 

be sourced locally, UNICEF’s support is critical to fill supply gaps.   

 

• In response to the Government of China’s acceptance of UNICEF’s offer to help, UNICEF already made several 
deliveries of critical supplies since 29 January and was the first international organization to provide assistance to the 
country including 187,221 masks, 28,861 protective suits, 12,000 protective goggles and 1.2 million disposable gloves 
have been handed over to the Government for immediate dispatch to Wuhan. Another order of supplies has been 
made, of which the first batch is expected to arrive on 29 February 2020. 

• In response to the Government of DPRK’s request for support, UNICEF has procured critical supplies of PPE for 
preventive efforts being undertaken nationwide. 

• To improve the diagnostic capacity of the Pacific Island Countries, UNICEF helped to procure 300 infrared 
thermometers that will enable authorities to more quickly determine whether someone has fever, one COVID-19 
symptom. 

• Strengthening the response capacity of the health system in Papua New Guinea, UNICEF helped supply 500 critical 
PPE supplies for health workers managing isolation wards. 

• In response to a request from the Vietnamese Ministry of Health, UNICEF is supporting the local sourcing of Tyvek 
protective clothing.  

• In Micronesia and Kiribati, UNICEF provided authorities with tents that could be used as holding areas for suspected 
COVID-19 cases.  

• Enabling health systems to prevent and control further COVID-19 outbreaks, UNICEF continues to offer and provide 
critical supplies to Governments in the East Asia and Pacific region. Together with national authorities, UNICEF 
currently plans to distribute 2.4 million masks, 2.5 million gloves and 12,380 goggles over the next half year in the 
region.  

• In terms of WASH supplies, providing basic hygiene articles, especially among the most vulnerable populations, is of 
great importance. UNICEF is therefore planning to deliver about 1 million pieces of soap in six countries in the East 
Asia and Pacific region, among other WASH supplies. 

Supplies and Logistics Challenges 

Although UNICEF has many pre-existing long-term agreements with local suppliers, local sourcing has become more 

challenging as stocks of certain PPE articles have been running low since the COVID-19 outbreak in the region, mainly 

due to increased demand and decreased supply of PPE articles from China. At the joint request of WHO and UNICEF 

in the Pacific, the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) and the New Zealand Ministry of Health 

issued letters requesting Australian and New Zealand suppliers to give priority to UNICEF and WHO procurement 

requests. At the moment, it is unclear how the travel restrictions imposed by certain countries in the region and beyond 

could affect UNICEF’s supply and logistics capacity in the East Asia and Pacific region.  

 

Provision of Healthcare and Nutrition Services 

UNICEF, in close coordination with partners and health authorities, is supporting countries’ health systems in the region 

to respond to and prepare for COVID-19 outbreaks. At the same time, UNICEF is also ensuring the continued provision 

of adequate health care, including nutritional services, for children, pregnant women and vulnerable communities.  

 

• The China Country Office is supporting China CDC to develop an online training package for health care and public 
health workers. The first batch of online courses is under review and expected to be released soon. 

• In Cambodia, DPRK, Indonesia, the Pacific, Mongolia, Myanmar, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, Thailand, 
Timor-Leste and Viet Nam, UNICEF country offices are engaging with health authorities, WHO and other partners 
to support inter-agency preparedness and response as well as technical assistance to healthcare facilities. 

• In Indonesia, UNICEF teams have already been active in supporting preparedness activities across several provinces 
and have provided technical support to local health authorities on how to investigate COVID-19 suspected cases. 

• In Mongolia, where the supply of some medicines has run short, UNICEF is supporting the continued provision of 
health and nutrition services. Moreover, at the request of the Ministry of Health UNICEF will support infection 
prevention and control trainings in border areas. 

Access to Continuous Education and Child Protection Services 

UNICEF is supporting the continued access to of education, early child development (ECD) and child protection 

services, including integrated case management, alternative care and mental health and psychosocial support services. 

UNICEF is also supporting the preparedness of education, ECD and child protection services for possible COVID-19 

outbreak in the region.  
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• To supplement the Ministry of Education’s e-learning programme in China, UNICEF published weekly activity-based 
parenting messages and tips to support children’s psychosocial needs on UNICEF China’s WeChat and Weibo. Two 
related posts have already reached 200,000 people. UNICEF has also been supporting its partners with the 
dissemination of health education messages and supporting the provision of psychosocial support for children and 
caregivers through its existing network of Child-Friendly Spaces and community-based Barefoot Social Workers. 

• In Mongolia, the Ministry of Education requested UNICEF’s support to strengthen the preparedness plan for schools 
in response to a health crisis and to improve the ongoing online/distance learning services.  

• UNICEF has also supported the Government of Mongolia with the preparedness of the child protection system for a 
potential COVID-19 outbreak.  

• In Indonesia and Laos, UNICEF met with the Ministry of Education to discuss the need on risk communication during 
various scenarios of an outbreak, using lessons learned from other countries. 

Data Collection, Analysis and Research 

To better understand trends, vulnerabilities and the impact on women and children, UNICEF is collecting and analysing 

data as well as conducting research on the impact of the disease on children and women and the measures taken to 

contain it. 

 

• The China and Mongolia, Country Offices are currently developing proposals for high-quality research initiatives on 
the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak and its response. 

• In Indonesia, the country office offered support to develop a live dashboard for the Government to map and monitor 
affected areas and facilities. This can be overlaid with additional data on social, economic and health vulnerabilities 
to help target support-related interventions. 

• Following the closures of kindergartens, UNICEF Mongolia conducted a rapid assessment to the risk of young 
children’s nutrition, protection, education and health needs. 

Funding 
UNICEF launched a global Humanitarian Appeal for Children (HAC) seeking US$42.3 million. As part of that appeal, 

the East Asia and Pacific regional response plan budget totals US$25.58 million. So far, a total of US$1.18 million has 

been received from different donors. This includes US$250,000 from WHO and US$934,000 from private donors. 

UNICEF is currently in discussion with the Government of Japan, USAID and private donors to raise funding for the 

US$24.39 million shortfall for the East Asia and Pacific regional response. UNICEF disbursed an internal loan of US$3 

million from its Emergency Response Fund to enable Country Offices to immediate kick start their response efforts. This 

internal loan will have to be repaid with other funding. Please refer to Annex A for more detailed information on funding 

per functional area and country. 

Internal and External Media 
• UNICEF’s Global Appeal for US$42.3 million: https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-appeals-us423-million-

support-global-covid-19-outbreak-response, 17 February 2020 

• UNICEF, UNICEF ships 6 metric tons of supplies to support China’s response: https://www.unicef.org/press-
releases/unicef-ships-6-metric-tons-supplies-support-chinas-response-novel-coronavirus, 29 January 2020 

• BBC, Coronavirus: World must prepare for pandemic, says WHO https://www.bbc.com/news/world-51611422, 25 
February 2020 

• WHO’s live 2019-nCoV dashboard: 
http://who.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/c88e37cfc43b4ed3baf977d77e4a0667 

Next SitRep: 13 March 2020 
 

 

  

Who to contact for 

further information: 

Karin Hulshof 

Regional Director  

East Asia and Pacific Regional 

Office 

Tel:  +66 2 356 9401 

Email: khulshof@unicef.org  

 

Marc Rubin 

Regional Advisor, Emergency 

East Asia and Pacific Regional 

Office 

Tel:  +66 2 356 9277 

Email:  mrubin@unicef.org 

Andreas Wuestenberg 

Emergency Specialist 

East Asia and Pacific Regional 

Office 

Tel:  +66 (0) 23569235 

Email: awuestenberg@unicef.org 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-appeals-us423-million-support-global-covid-19-outbreak-response
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-appeals-us423-million-support-global-covid-19-outbreak-response
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-51611422
http://who.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/c88e37cfc43b4ed3baf977d77e4a0667
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Annex A 

Funding Status 

Sector Requirements Funds received  
Funding gap 

$ % 

Risk Communication  $5,143,338 -  $5,143,338  100% 

Critical Supplies and 

WASH Services 

 $11,612,467   $1,184,000.00   $10,428,468  90% 

Health and Nutrition 

Services 

 $4,506,000 -  $4,506,000  100% 

Ensuring Continuation 

of Education and 

Child Protection 

Services 

$3,509,650 - $3,509,650 100% 

Data Collection and 

Analysis 

 $806,000  -  $806,000  100% 

Total  $25,577,456  $1,184,000.00  $24,393,456 95% 

 

Country Requirements 
Funds available Funding gap 

 $ % 

China  $7,176,600   $934,000   $6,242,600  87% 

Indonesia  $4,071,600  -  $4,071,600  100% 

Cambodia  $1,334,124  -  $1,334,124  100% 

DPRK  $840,312  -  $840,312  100% 

Lao DPR  $838,080  -  $838,080  100% 

Malaysia  $49,896  -  $49,896  100% 

Mongolia  $880,200  -  $880,200  100% 

Myanmar $3,338,390 -  $3,090,340  100% 

Pacific  $2,245,320   $250,000   $1,995,320  89% 

Papua New Guinea  $1,566,000  -  $1,566,000  100% 

Philippines  $559,440  -  $559,440  100% 

Timor-Leste  $1,285,200  -  $1,285,200  100% 

Thailand  $635,980  -  $635,980  100% 

Viet Nam  $506,315  -  $506,315  100% 

Regional 

Coordination and 

Support 

 $250,000  -  $250,000  100% 

Total  $25,577,456  $1,184,000   $24,393,456 95% 

 

 


