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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

The Islamic Republic of  Mauritania registered its f irst conf irmed case of  COVID -19 on 13 

March 2020. As of  9 April, seven conf irmed cases were recorded, including two 

recoveries and one death. On 18 April, the country declared that all the remaining 6 

conf irmed cases had recovered and tested negative. However, cases are still under 

examination and the country needs to prepare for its second wave.  

 

The Ministry of  Health developed a response plan to the pandemic supported by the 

United Nations system together with the country's development partners.  The 

coordination mechanism is based on the Incident Command System (ICS). UNICEF 

ensures the lead of  the “Risk communication and community engagement” (RCCE), 

including community watch, and “Infection Prevention and Control” (IPC) pillars. In 

addition, a multisectoral plan, which will be supported by the UN and its partners, is also  

under development to address the socio-economic impacts of the crisis. 

 

The helpline set up to provide information 24 hours/7 days  has treated more than 

256,000 calls since 18 March 2020. 
 
The provision of  essential items such as personal protective equipment (PPE) is limited ,  

due both to growing demand and export restrictions globally. Dif f iculties in the 
movement of  humanitarian workers impedes on the response.  
 

According to OCHA, Mauritania ranks fourth among WCARO countries in terms of  
economic and social vulnerability due to its heavy foreign debt, low reserve of  foreign 
currencies and high dependency on exports related to food and essential items.  

 

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

Health  

60 regional and district medical of f icers and 12 

regional hygiene focal points were trained to ensure 
quality case management and infections prevention 
and control as well as psychological support for 

patients and family. Cascade training will be organised 
in each district.  

 

WASH and IPC 

Each participant in the national training received a 
sprayer and water quality control products which will 
be used in the cascade training at district level and in 

health facilities. UNICEF ensures the lead of  the 
“Infection Prevention and Control” (IPC) response’ 
pillar. The actors of  the PCI pillar meet weekly. During 
their last meeting (29/04/2020), they agreed to 

accelerate support to district level training, particularly 
in Nouakchott and EPP distribution. Attention to EPP 
needs in prisons will also be addressed. Advocacy to 

ensure maintenance of  WASH inf rastructure was also 
carried out af ter some alerts were received f rom 
localities as many WASH management committees 

and operators were struggling to ensure the operation 
and maintenance of  water points following the lif ting o f  
water fees. This advocacy was particularly important to 

encourage handwashing with soap. UNICEF continues 
to advocate greater WASH access in health centers as 
53% (~400) do not have access to water.   

RCCE/C4D 

UNICEF is supporting the COVID-19 helpline through 
the coverage of  technical and operations costs, the 

empowerment of  operators to apply protocols for the 
referral of  suspicious cases, and the collection, 
analysis and dissemination of  daily data f rom the call 

centre. More than 256,000 calls have been handled by 
the call centre since its opening. A mass awareness 
campaign on COVID-19 is being rolled out across the 

country. More than 50,000 communication materials 
have been produced and distributed. Various spots in 
the four national languages have also been produced 
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and broadcast on television and radio by the partners. 
Prevention messages, as well as information on the 

progress of  the epidemic in Mauritania, have been 
disseminated on social networks. On Facebook, the 
publication of  messages had reached nearly 763,000 

in April. An educational tool to explain the coronavirus 
to children and an animation targeting them were 
produced and shared. Since the beginning of  the 

response, more than 5,000 community relays and 
actors were trained in awareness-raising techniques 
with respect for physical distance. They are actively 

engaged in the prevention of  COVID-19 through risk 
communication and community commitment actions. 
Fif teen community radio stations were also supported 

to of fer listeners two daily community awareness 
programs in all national languages. Around 24,000 
households, including 7,509 in M’Berra camp, were 

visited and nearly 123,000 people were sensitized 
through interpersonal communication techniques.  
UNICEF ensures the lead of  the “Risk communication 

and community engagement” (RCCE) response’ pillar. 
The group held its fourth weekly meeting on 23 April 
and f inalized the mapping of  the pillar’ interventions. A 

survey assessing the level of  knowledge of  populations 
in terms of  COVID-19 was undertaken by the members 
of  the pillar. 

 

Education 

The sensitization on COVID-19 and distance education 
during the crisis continue to operate nationwide, 

including internet (www.monecole.gov.mr), television 
and radio education programs for children who will be 
taking national exams in June. Actors of  the education 

system at local level met to assess the measures put 
in place to respond to the school closure and propose 
better ways to enable learning continuity for the 

children during the emergency. The local education 
group is accompanying the grant application process 
for the GPE accelerated funds, thanks to which the 

Mauritanian Government might receive up to US$ 5 
million to respond to the crisis. UNICEF as a member 
of  the Local Education Group is supporting the Ministry  

of  education response plan to the COVID-19 
emergency.  
In response to the emergency besides the 4,076 

students in HEC, 12,482 (5,020 girls, 7,462 boys) 
children in primary education nationwide benef it f rom 
home-based distance education. Moreover, 450 

teachers are trained into small local groups in 
psychosocial support and the pedagogy of  distance 
courses. A regional system is operational, supported in 

three regions for the supervision of  distance courses, 
specif ically the exam level. 6,300 radios have been 
procured to assist poor households with home-based 

education. Concerning the refugee camp of  M’Berra 
and the host community of  Bassiknou, UNICEF is 
supporting the development of  the regional authorities ’  

response plan, which will be implemented through 
partners of  the EiE working group. 

 

Child protection 

Child Protection actors continued the sensitization of  

communities on COVID-19 and prevention of  violence, 
reaching 6,402 people, including their own staf f  
members, and 480 children since the beginning of  the 

response. The dispatch of  all communication materials 
for child protection actors was completed, reaching 
NGOs, tribunals, detention facilities and structures 

managed by the Ministry of  Social Af fairs. Medical staff 
f rom all districts, gathered in Nouakchott for a national 
training organized by the Ministry of  Health, were also 

trained on psychosocial assistance- using a package 
developed by UNICEF in collaboration with the 
Nouakchott Neuropsychiatric Centre. The activities of  

the child helpline are continuing. Four minors were 
released f rom the Nouakchott detention centre 
following advocacy with the Ministry of  Justice. They 

reintegrated their families which are supported through 
regular visits of  social workers. In collaboration with 
IOM and Save the Children, the opening of  three 

emergency shelters was recommended to the Ministry 
of  Social Af fairs as well as the establishment of  
emergency mobile social units in urban areas. The 

development of  awareness-raising materials for 
children particularly at risk (street children, working 

children, children on the move, etc.) is ongoing . 

Supply 

The supply plan for COVID-19 has been f inalized. It 
focuses on securing PPEs, RUTF and other lifesaving 

items. An order for PPEs of  more than f ive metric tons 
(436m3) and worth US$ 79,223 and disinfecting 
supplies worth US$18,615 was placed, but not yet 

received. Movement of  humanitarian goods into the 
country has not been af fected despite current 
restriction and border closure. However, these 

restrictions at global level have an impact on 
international supply chain and the delivery of  
programme supplies. The provision of  essential items 

such as personal protective equipment (PPE) is 
limited, due both to growing demand and restrictions to 
export these products. School supplies are heavily 

dependent on China and delivery time will be longer 
than usual due to production delays at Chinese 
suppliers. The delivery of  nutritional products and of  

some key WASH products, such as water purif ication 
tablets, are generally shipped by sea f reight (i.e. less 
exposed to air f reight disruptions). 

 

 

 

Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 

Nutrition: UNICEF provided technical support to the MoH for the development of  a guideline supporting the continuity  

of  acute malnutrition screening at the household level in partnership with implementing partners. The nutrition sector 
group adopted the following strategies to ensure essential nutrition/health services continuity : (i) House-to-house 
visits of  community health workers, respecting physical distancing and hygiene measure,  to deliver a package of  

services (IMAM/IYCF/health/sensitization on the COVID-19 prevention); (ii) Scaling-up screening acute malnutrition 
among children 6-59 months by mothers/caregivers; (iii) Using community radio to broadcast IMAM/IYCF/health spots  
including early health care seeking promotion; (iv) Using the RapidPro platform to ensure real -time monitoring of  

essential IMAM/IYCF/Health services. UNICEF is providing support to monitor daily the IMAM supply stock at an 

http://www.monecole.gov.mr/


operational level and specif ic actions are being taken to avoid any stock out at the health facility level.  The estimate o f  
SAM burden and IMAM supply needs is being reviewed with support f rom UNICEF/WFP regional of f ices considering 

the potential ef fects of  three consecutive years of  drought, the food insecurity and Covid-19 pandemic. UNICEF, in 
close collaboration with the MoH and partners, supported the treatment of  SAM children, with a focus on the districts 
af fected by nutrition emergency (GAM > 15 percent and / or SAM > 2 percent). A t otal of  4,440 SAM cases were 

admitted for treatment throughout the country since January, including 3,008 cases in 21 emergency districts. The 
mobile strategy of  health care providers and the involvement of  community health workers in the outpatient treatm ent 
program are being scaled up throughout the country as part of  the roadmap to introduce the simplif ied approach.   

Health: 
Support has been provided to MoH for draf ting of a guidance note on routine activities continuity. A thorough analys is  
on immunization activities continuation during the pandemic has been carried out covering vaccine availability at all 

level and achievements comparison between the f irst quarters of  2019 and 2020. A close follow up is ongoing and 
discussions have started to plan for catch up activities once the situation improves.  

 

WASH: 
40 Health centers (19 in Guidimakha and 12 in Hodh Chargui and 9 In Hodh El Gharbi) received a minimum WASH 

package including access to safe drinking water - through connection to a network or safe transport and storage, 
construction /rehabilitation of  latrines and provision of  Hygiene kits. Hygiene kits were received by 1,218 malnourished  
mother/child pairs and access to safe drinking water and sanitation facilities at household level and health centers  was 

provided. 
 
Education: 

In education in emergency at the M’Berra camp, thanks to UNICEF support, 76 (51 boys and 25 girls) students in the 
exam class included 43 (26 boys and 17 girls) in 9th grade, 33 (25 boys, 8 girls) benef ited of  distance training through 
WhatsApp groups and received lecture notes and textbooks that will help them to go in depth in lessons contents, 

around 230 books where distributed. In the host community, at the secondary level, 9 students (all boys) in 9 th grade, 
and 8 (5 boys, 3girls) BAC students also benef ited of  classes through WhatsApp group.  At the primary level, a 
workshop on distance education in crisis context organized with the support of  the department education authorities to  

the benef it of  30 (26 men, 4 women) people. This workshop resulted in the development and a two -month program in 
French, Mathematics, Arabic, ICMR (Religious and Moral Civic Instruction). In the host communi ty, WhatsApp groups 
are already being set up with the DREN and benef it to about 1,500 (720 boys, 780 girls) 6 th grade exam candidates in 

the host community. UNICEF supports the regional education authorities in setting up WhatsApp groups for sharing 
learning tools such as lessons, homework and other type of  follow up measures such as instructions for parents on 
how two support independent learning, sessions by local radio and distribution of  lecture notes with application 

exercises. Those actions benef it the host community of  Bassiknou and the whole region and will also include the 
camp of  M’Berra. At the preschool level, home learning has been supported through local NGOs contracted with 
UNICEF. 1,000 young children who previously attended community preschool centres - including 600 children (292 

boys, 308 girls) in the camp and 400  children (216 girls, 184 boys) in the host community benef ited f rom psycho - 
social support measures (toys kits and parental education guidance) and learning support (activity books and parental 
guidance on tasks and activities to do). 

 

Child protection: 636 vulnerable children (340 girls) were sensitized on COVID-19 and respect for barrier gestures 
since the beginning of  the response, including 265 (162 girls) living in the M’Berra refugee camp and 371 (178 girls) 

f rom the host communities. UNICEF and its partners provided various responses to children, including social 
monitoring and psychosocial support (215 children, including 123 girls). During this period, 37 children (14 girls) 
benef ited f rom socio-economic support. In addition, 2,792 families, including 607 in the M ’Berra camp, were sensitized  

to positive parenting practices and respect for children's rights. The Child protection working group met on 21 April 
2020 to better orient its intervention strategy in relation to the COVID-19 prevention campaign. In this f ramework, a 
training of  trainers will be organized for social workers to identify and strengthen positive community and parenting 

skills to create and maintain a harmonious psychosocial environment and psychos ocial f irst aid in communities at  risk  
through prevention measures related to COVID-19. To facilitate the generation of  data and the management of  cases 
throughout the country, a project aiming at migrating the on-line protection database f rom the Ministry of  Social Af fairs  

was presented to the partner. This initiative planned to take place later this year was anticipated to mitigate the impact 

of  travel restrictions. 

 

Supply and Logistics 

As part of  the emergency response, US$ 691,136.53 worth of  supplies were distributed across the country f rom 
January to April 2020, including RUTF and anthropometric items targeting 22,470 children (US$ 626,147.26), along 

with educational items (US$ 61,501). Relief  items including WASH (US$ 1,500) and Child Protection (US$ 1,988.27) 
were distributed to 1,225 Malian refugees who arrived in Mauritania in February and March 2020 as a result of  

f ighting in central Mali. 
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Funding Status (in US$)

             USD 18,300,000 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

US$ 18,300,000 is estimated to be needed to respond to the 

COVI-19 epidemic in Mauritania in addition to the chronic 

humanitarian situation.  

According to risk analysis in Mauritania and considering the 

evolution of  current trends at the regional and global levels, the 

epidemic risks of  in the country appears to be very high, 

therefore mobilising adequate level of  funding will be critical to 

support the Government in its ef forts to contain the outbreak.  

 

External Media 

 

https://web.facebook.com/UNICEFMauritanie/videos/942830106170156/ 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For more information contact:   

   

Marc Lucet  

Representative  

Mauritania 

+ (222) 42 78 31 00 

mlucet@unicef.org 

Judith Léveillée 

Deputy Representative  

Mauritania 

+ (222) 42 78 34 00 

jléveillée@unicef.org 
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Annex A 

Summary of  Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions 12,026 5,007 

Number of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/clarifications for 

available support services to address their needs through established feedback 

mechanisms 

1,200,000 207,000 

WASH and IPC   

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene items) and 

services 
50,000 600 

Number of healthcare facilities staff and community health workers provided with 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
5,000 58 

Number of healthcare facility staff and community health workers trained in Infection 

Prevention and Control (IPC) 
2,000 72 

Health   

Number of healthcare providers trained in detecting, referral and appropriate 

management of COVID-19 cases including among children, pregnant and 

breastfeeding women 

500 72 

Number of children and women receiving essential healthcare services, including 

immunization, prenatal and postnatal care, HIV care and Gender-Based Violence 

(GBV) response care in UNICEF supported facilities 

8,200 children 

3,280 women 

1,759 children 

634 women 

Number of primary caregivers of children aged 0-23 months who received IYCF 

counselling through facilities and community platforms.  
29,220 8,200 

Nutrition   

Number of children 6-59 months admitted for treatment of severe acute malnutrition 

(SAM) 
22,470 4,440 

Education    

Number of  children supported with distance/home-based learning 150,000 
16,558 (6,951 

girls, 9,607 boys) 

Child Protection and GBV    

Number of children without parental or family care provided with appropriate 

alternative care arrangements 
500 0 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with community based 

mental health and psychosocial support 
10,000 70 

Number of UNICEF personnel and partners that have completed training on GBV risk 

mitigation and referrals for survivors 
100 0 

Number of children and adults that have access to a safe and accessible channel to 

report sexual exploitation and abuse 
240 15 

 

  



Annex B 

Funding Status* 
Sector Funding requirements Funds available Funding gap $ Gap % 

C4D / RCCE 2,300,000 49,500 2,250,500 97% 

WASH & IPC 6,500,000 100,500 6,399,500 98% 

Nutrition  3,000,000 0 3,000,000 100% 

Health 4,000,000 0 4,000,000 100% 

Child Protection 1,000,000 0 1,000,000 100% 

Education 1,000,000 70,000 930,000 93% 

Data collection, 

coordination, technical 

support and operational 

costs 

500,000 0 500,000  100% 

Total 18,300,000 220,000 18,080,000 99% 

 

 

* Funds available includes funding received against current 

appeal as well as carry-forward from previous year. 

 

 


