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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

The Islamic Republic of Mauritania registered its first confirmed case of COVID-19 on 13 
March, 2020. As of 15 May, 26 confirmed cases were recorded, including two deaths. 
Restrictive measures in place since mid-March have been partially eased on 6 May, with 
the reopening of shops and markets, the easing of the curfew. Schools are closed until 
May 25 for the time being and travel restrictions still apply.   
 
On May 7, the Government adopted a multisectoral response plan to COVID-19 
encompassing the preexisting response plan from the Ministry of Health and completed 
with the response to the economic and social impact of the pandemic. The support 
provided to the Government by the United Nations and the humanitarian and 
development partners is coordinated through the Incident Command System (ICS). 
UNICEF ensures the lead of the “Risk communication and community engagement” 
(RCCE), including community watch, and “Infection Prevention and Control” (IPC) 
pillars.  
 
The helpline set up to provide information 24 hours/7 days a week has treated more 
than 316,000 calls since 18 March, 2020. 
 
According to INFORM COVID-19 Risk Index, Mauritania shows high risks from health 
and humanitarian impacts of COVID-19 that could overwhelm current national response 
capacity, and therefore lead to a need for additional international assistance. The 
country is ranked 27th at the world level and 8th at the regional level. 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

Health  

Following the training of 60 regional and district 
medical officers and 12 regional hygiene focal points, 
cascade training began in the Brakna region with a 
total of 81 health personnel trained to ensure quality 
case management and infections prevention and 
control as well as psychological support for patient and 
families.  

 
WASH and IPC 

The hospitals in Nouakchott and to the National 
Institute for Public Health Research were visited to 
assess the implementation of IPC protocols, the 
availability of PPE and hygiene materials; identify gaps 
and propose improvements. These visits were carried 
out under the lead of the Ministry of Health with the 
support of IPC pillar’s members, including UNICEF 
which coordinates the pillar. The results of these visits 
are positive, even if in some hospitals waste 
management problems persist, as well as difficulties in 
enforcing social distancing at the patient level. While 
PPE and hygiene materials are available in sufficient 
quantities in the visited facilities, efforts need to be 
strengthened to ensure availability in all structures 
throughout the country. The visits also highlighted that 
if IPC protocols are generally respected, additional 
training needs have been identified, as well as the 
need to display IPC-related SOPs. Rapid assessment 
conducted in Nouakchott revealed lack of basic 
knowledge on COVID19 case management and 
infection prevention and control as well as insufficient 
personal equipment. UNICEF is jointly developing with 
ENABEL the training plan for all staffs in the three 
wilayas of Nouakchott including private sector.    

 
Delivery to the Ministry of Health of 3.5 tons of equipment 
consisting of PPE (11,200 suits, thermo flash and 
disinfection equipment including sprayers and chlorine). 
 
The delivery of PPE and hygiene equipment to the 
regions is ongoing.  A second spraying simulation 
exercise was conducted with the Directorate General 
for Civil Security and Crisis Management in the 
commune of Riyadh, where the 8th case originated. 
This simulation allowed to correct the insufficiencies 
noted during the first exercise. These simulations are 
part of the preparations for the spraying campaign to 
be carried out in the commune.  
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RCCE/C4D 

UNICEF is supporting the COVID-19 helpline through 
the coverage of technical and operations costs, the 
empowerment of operators to apply protocols for the 
referral of suspicious cases, and the collection, 
analysis and dissemination of daily data from the call 
centre. More than 316,000 calls have been handled by 
the call centre since its opening. A mass awareness 
campaign on COVID-19 is being rolled out across the 
country. Spots on the wearing and maintenance of 
masks have been produced and broadcast on social 
networks, as well as information on the progress of the 
epidemic. On Facebook, the publications reached 
864,910 people from 29 April to 12 May, 2020.  
 

 
Operators from the Helpline in action 
 
 
UNICEF ensures the lead of the “Risk communication 
and community engagement” (RCCE) response’ pillar. 
The group held its sixth weekly meeting on 9 May. A 
sub-committee has been set up to develop key anti-
stigma messages in response to the rumours linked to 
the 8th case reported by the mechanism for identifying, 
reporting and processing fake news and rumours.  
A joint rapid assessment on the level of knowledge of 
the populations on COVID-19 is under way. 
Investigators have been trained and are now ready to 
go to the field for the collection of data.  
Members of the CREC pillar are concerned about the 
ease of preventive measures and are working to 
increase awareness. 
 
Education 

The sensitization on COVID-19 and distance education 
during the crisis continue to operate nationwide, 
including internet (www.monecole.gov.mr), television 
and radio education programs.  
In the regions of extreme poverty where the agency’s 
interventions are concentrated, an additional program 
of interactivity around WhatsApp groups per school 
and diffusion of lessons on local radios strengthens the 
atmosphere of supervision for children in 6th grade of 
primary school. Course books on the last part of 
program and application exercises are developed and 
ready to be distributed for 10,000 candidates to final 
exam. Concerning the refugee camp of M’Berra and 
the host community of Bassiknou, distance education 
initially meant for the candidates to the national exam 

(DEF, BAC), is now extended to pre-k, 4th, 5th and 6th 
grader. Follow-up groups managed by teachers have 
been put in place to provide feedback and ensure all 
children are up to date with their learning. In addition, 
home visit and face to face follow-up in small groups 
have been also carried out. Education radio programs 
(Math, French, Arabic, Geography) are broadcasted by 
the community radio of Bassiknou both for the refugee 
camp and the host community. A total of 1300 radio 
devices have been procured and will be distributed 
soon. 
 

Child protection 

Child Protection actors continued the sensitization of 
communities, families and children on COVID-19 and 
the prevention of violence that could take place in the 
epidemic context. The child helpline is functional 
allowing for children at risk and victims to benefit from 
advises and referral to appropriate services. 
Emergency shelters are being set-up both for 
Nouakchott and Nouadhibou and will allow to 
accommodate children at risk in a safe environment. 

Supply 

The supply plan for COVID-19 has been finalized. It 
focuses on securing PPEs, RUTF and other lifesaving 
items. An order for PPEs of more than five metric tons 
(436m3) and worth US$ 79,223 and disinfecting 
supplies worth US$ 18,615 was placed. Supplies worth 
$58,080 was received and donated to the 
Government.  

 
UNICEF Representative Marc Lucet and Government 
officials  
 
Movement of humanitarian goods into the country has 
not been affected despite current restriction and border 
closure. However, these restrictions at global level 
have an impact on international supply chain and the 
delivery of programme supplies. The provision of 
essential items such as personal protective equipment 
(PPE) is limited, due both to growing demand and 
restrictions to export these products. School supplies 
are heavily dependent on China and delivery time will 
be longer than usual due to production delays at 
Chinese suppliers. The delivery of nutritional products 
and of some key WASH products, such as water 
purification tablets, are generally shipped by sea 
freight (i.e. less exposed to air freight disruptions). 
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Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 

Nutrition: UNICEF, in close collaboration with the MoH and partners, supported the treatment of SAM children, with a 
focus on the districts affected by nutrition emergency (GAM > 15 percent and / or SAM > 2 percent). A total of 6,212 
SAM cases were admitted for treatment throughout the country since January, including 4,383 cases in 21 emergency 
districts. The mobile strategy of health care providers and the involvement of community health workers in the 
outpatient treatment program are being scaled up throughout the country as part of the roadmap to introduce the 
simplified approach. As part of prevention of wasting, 23,206 primary caregivers of children aged 0-23 months 
received IYCF counselling through facilities and community platforms. For the first quarter of the year, 63,364 children 
were systematically screened in the health care facilities, resulting in the detection of 1,676 SAM children and 10,216 
MAM children. 7,200 cases of SAM were admitted for treatment, i.e. 32% of the annual target (22,470) and 27% of the 
burden (26,435). SAM admissions are up 20% from last year (7,200 versus 6,009). 4 regions of the country recorded 
more than 20% increase in SAMs compared to 2019 (Gorgol (25%); Hodh Chargui (31%); Hodh El Gharbi (40%); 
Tagant (80%).88.4% recovery; 0.4% deaths and 10% abandonment are recorded. This increase in the number of 
cases reinforces the dynamics of the upward review of the country's need for nutritional inputs. 100 boxes of RUTF 
are in UNICEF stock after a distribution of 8,900 boxes, two other orders of 10,000 boxes (DFID 2020 fund) and 
10,000 boxes (CERF) are expected to arrive shortly.   
 
Health: 
An important staff turnover within EPI, UNICEF is stepping in for vaccine management, data management and close 
activities monitoring while preparing for reinforcing the capacity of the onboarding staff.   
 
WASH: 
800 families in the commune of Riyadh (Nouakchott) certified free of open defection received hygiene kits to enable 
them perform handwashing in relation to Covid prevention measure. Each kit is composed of handwashing utensil, 
oap, detergent and Javel. Despite the restrictions due to Covid-19 and the closure of schools, WASH activities are 
continuing in the regions. However, most of the sensitization has been affected, either by a change of approach (door-
to-door) or by their conversion to equipment installation. 
 
Education: 
Support to the students who will sit the national final exams (DEF & BAC) continues in Bassikounou and Mberra. 
Nearly 2367 children benefitted from home schooling and distance education activities setting up at Mberra and host 
community. 314 (206 B, 108 G) candidates have been retained for both DEF (83 G 55 F) and BAC (123 B, 54 G). 
Those children keep receiving learning material (handouts and exercises) at home as well as corrections of previous 
homework. At the primary level, in the refugee camp,795 (423 B, 372 G) students in 4th (346 students), 5th (291 
students) and 6th (158 students) grade continue the distance learning. 208 DEF candidates (110 G/98 F) in the host 
community of Bassiknou and Fassala are supported through education radio programs broadcasted under the 
supervision of the regional education authorities and the technical and financial support of UNICEF, handouts note 
and WhatsApp groups. At the pre-k level, a close monitoring of the children is ensured by the community teachers 
(each teacher follows 25 children at home). After a week, the activity books and games distributed were renewed to 
broaden the learning outcomes. Parents are involved in their children’s learning through WhatsApp groups where they 
can ask questions and receive guidance from teachers, school directors. These activities are ongoing for all 
community preschool centres both in the refugee camp (292 boys, 308 girls) and in the host community of Bassiknou 
(216 girls, 184 boys). A complementary distribution of school kits was carried out while educational games were also 
distributed as a psychosocial support for children confined at home 
 

Child protection: 636 vulnerable children (340 girls) were sensitized on COVID-19 and respect for barrier gestures 
since the beginning of the response, including 265 (162 girls) living in the M’Berra refugee camp and 371 (178 girls) 
from the host communities. UNICEF and its partners provided various responses to children, including social 
monitoring and psychosocial support (215 children, including 123 girls). During this period, 37 children (14 girls) 
benefited from socio-economic support. In addition, 2,792 families, including 607 in the M’Berra camp, were sensitized 
to positive parenting practices and respect for children's rights. The Child protection working group met on 21 April 
2020 to better orient its intervention strategy in relation to the COVID-19 prevention campaign. In this framework, a 
training for the trainers will be organized for social workers to identify and strengthen positive community and 
parenting skills to create and maintain a harmonious psychosocial environment and psychosocial first aid in 
communities at risk through prevention measures related to COVID-19. To facilitate the generation of data and the 
management of cases throughout the country, a project aiming at migrating the on-line protection database from the 
Ministry of Social Affairs was presented to the partner. This initiative planned to take place later this year was 
anticipated to mitigate the impact of travel restrictions. 

 
Supply and Logistics 

As part of the emergency response, US$ 691,136.53 worth of supplies were distributed across the country from 
January to April 2020, including RUTF and anthropometric items targeting 22,470 children (US$ 626,147.26), along 
with educational items (US$ 61,501).  



Funds 
received 
in 2020, 

$1M

Fundin
g gap, 
$17M

Funding Status (in US$)

   

Funding Overview and Partnerships 
          USD 18,800,000 
 
US$ 18,800,000 is estimated to be needed to respond to the COVI-19 
epidemic in Mauritania in addition to the chronic humanitarian 
situation. According to risk analysis in Mauritania and considering the 
evolution of current trends at the regional and global levels, the 
epidemic risks of in the country appears to be very high, therefore 
mobilising adequate level of funding will be critical to support the 
Government in its efforts to contain the outbreak. UNICEF Mauritania 
wishes to express its heartfelt gratitude to all public and private sector 
donors (particularly BMZ, Denmark, GPE, Sida, USAID). Mauritania 
would especially like to thank donors who have contributed to 
‘unearmarked’ funding. 
 

External Media 

https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFMauritanie/videos/554678382145720/ 
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFMauritanie/videos/374509876841948/ 
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFMauritanie/videos/1153429648326740/ 
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFMauritanie/videos/197676391222677/ 
https://web.facebook.com/UNICEFMauritanie/videos/229231641738302/ 
https://web.facebook.com/UNICEFMauritanie/videos/321769738792699/ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

For more information contact:   

   

Marc Lucet  
Representative  
Mauritania 
+ (222) 42 78 31 00 
mlucet@unicef.org 

Judith Léveillée 
Deputy Representative  
Mauritania 
+ (222) 42 78 34 00 
jléveillée@unicef.org 
 

 
 



Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   
Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions 12,026 5,007 

Number of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/clarifications for 
available support services to address their needs through established feedback 
mechanisms 

1,200,000 316,755 

WASH and IPC   

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene items) and 
services 

50,000 600 

Number of healthcare facilities staff and community health workers provided with 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

5,000 58 

Number of healthcare facility staff and community health workers trained in Infection 
Prevention and Control (IPC) 

2,000 72 

Health   
Number of healthcare providers trained in detecting, referral and appropriate 
management of COVID-19 cases including among children, pregnant and 
breastfeeding women 

500 72 

Number of children and women receiving essential healthcare services, including 
immunization, prenatal and postnatal care, HIV care and Gender-Based Violence 
(GBV) response care in UNICEF supported facilities 

8,200 children 
3,280 women 

1,759 children 
634 women 

Number of primary caregivers of children aged 0-23 months who received IYCF 
counselling through facilities and community platforms 

29,220 23,206 

Nutrition   
Number of children 6-59 months admitted for treatment of severe acute malnutrition 
(SAM) 

22,470 6,212 

Education    

Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning 150,000 
16,558 (6,951 
girls, 9,607 boys) 

Child Protection and GBV    
Number of children without parental or family care provided with appropriate 
alternative care arrangements 

500 0 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with community-based 
mental health and psychosocial support 

10,000 70 

Number of UNICEF personnel and partners that have completed training on GBV risk 
mitigation and referrals for survivors 

100 0 

Number of children and adults that have access to a safe and accessible channel to 
report sexual exploitation and abuse 

240 15 

 
  



Annex B 

Funding Status 
Sector Funding requirements Funds available Funding gap $ Gap % 
C4D / RCCE 2,300,000 199,500 2,100,500 91% 
WASH & IPC 6,500,000 450,985 6,049,015 93% 
Nutrition  3,000,000 80,000 2,920,000 97% 

Health 4,000,000 70,000 3,930,000 98% 

Child Protection 1,000,000 15,000 985,000 99% 

Education 1,000,000 110,000 890,000 89% 

Data collection, 
coordination, technical 
support and operational 
costs 

1,000,000 35,000 965,000 97% 

Total 18,800,000 960,485 17,339,515 95% 

 

 


