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Situation in Numbers 

306,000 
Children in need of 

humanitarian assistance 

 

609,180 
People in need 

(Cadre Harmonisé, November 

2019) 

 

58,999 

# of Malian refugees, 

including 60% children  

(UNHCR, March 2020) 

 

6  

confirmed cases of COVID-

19  

 

*Funding available includes carry-over and funds received in the current year. 

Highlights 
1,225 persons (80% of women and children) fleeing renewed fighting in Mali, 

entered Mauritania between February 09 and March 12. More than 1,106 

people were provided with safe drinking water in response to the sudden 

refugee arrivals. 

 

The Islamic Republic of Mauritania registered its first confirmed case of 

COVID-19 on 13 March 2020. As of March 30, six confirmed cases are 

reported, including two recoveries and one death. 
 

864 children with severe acute malnutrition were treated throughout the 

country from January to March 31, 2020. 2,324 people, including 1,218 SAM 

children, have access to safe drinking water and 1,218 children use adequate 

sanitation facilities in health centres.  
 

• 20,697 (10,252 G / 10,445 F) children have benefited from UNICEF support 
in education during the first quarter of 2020. All education facilities (including 
mahadras) are closed since 16 March to prevent transmission of COVID-19. 
  
A total of 437 children have been assisted with child protection intervention 
during the reporting period in the refugee camp and the host community. 

 

•  
 

•  
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 
UNICEF Mauritania wishes to express its heartfelt gratitude to all public and private sector donors (particularly, DFID, 
ECHO, Japan, OFDA, USAID/FFP, USA-BPRM, Spanish and Swedish Committees for UNICEF) for the contribution 
and pledges received as part of the HAC 2019 and 2020. The HAC 2020 is currently funded at 30 percent for 
interventions related to SAM response, education and protection in an emergency, as well as flood preparedness. 
Mauritania would especially like to thank donors who have contributed to ‘unearmarked’ funding. Unearmarked funding 
gives UNICEF essential flexibility to direct resources and ensure the delivery of life-saving supplies and interventions to 
where they are needed most- especially in the form of longer-term and predictable funding and in strengthening 
preparedness and resilience building. UNICEF Mauritania expresses its gratitude to all donors (particularly,) who 
responded to the Humanitarian Action for children appeal of UNICEF Mauritania in 2019 and 2020. During the reporting 
period, the use and reach of digital media was expanded to increase the visibility of the main donors (e.g. DFID, ECHO, 
USAID, USA-BPRM) reaching an average of 35,000 followers on UNICEF Mauritania Facebook page. As UNICEF 
Mauritania is embarked in the third year of its country cycle (2018-2022), it is important to note that 75 percent of its 
Other Resources Regular (ORR) ceiling for the duration of its country program has been secured. A positive sign to 
strengthen interventions along the humanitarian-developmental nexus, particularly in the Aftout and the Hodh Chargui 
regions.  
 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
The 2020 lean season is expected to be particularly difficult and will certainly start early due to the particularly 
unfavorable conditions of the 2019 rainy season. According to Cadre Harmonisé1, 609,180 people will be in the food 
and nutrition crisis during the lean season of 2020, the highest number recorded since the Harmonized Framework was 
organized in Mauritania. In proportion to its population, Mauritania will be among the worst affected countries in the 
Sahel, with a rate of 14.7%, i.e. the highest rate in the entire West African Region after the Gambia. From February 09 
and March 12, 1,225 persons, 80% of them being women and children, fleeing renewed fighting in Mali, entered 
Mauritania in the Hodh Chargui region. Following ministerial instructions, all were placed in quarantine given the risk of 
propagation of the Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever which was signaled in their region of origin (Mopti) during that 
same period. The transfer of new arrivals to M’Bera camp has started on 27 February after the observance of a 
quarantine to prevent the spread of hemorrhagic fever from both humans and cattle. The Islamic Republic of Mauritania 
registered its first confirmed case of COVID-19 on 13 March 2020. As of March 30, six confirmed cases, including one 
death and two recoveries are reported. Countries bordering Mauritania (Senegal, Algeria, Morocco, Mali) have also 
recorded several dozen positive cases. According to the data of the risk analysis in Mauritania and considering the 
evolution of the trend at the regional and global levels, the risk of spreading the virus in the country appears to be very 
high. Disruptions in social and economic activities are already palpable: all education facilities are closed (for a period 
of three weeks at the time of writing this document), social gatherings are prohibited, air traffic has been suspended 
from Tuesday, 17 March (except in-country UNHAS flights), all arrivals from abroad are confined in structures for a 

period of 14 days. It remains unclear how this restriction could affect food availability as the country largely depends on 

food imports- which could significantly increase an already heavy malnutrition burden (~26,500 SAM and ~97,000 MAM 
annually). 
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition 

UNICEF, in close collaboration with the Ministry of Health and partners, supported the treatment of SAM children, with 
a focus on the districts affected by nutrition emergency (GAM > 15 percent and / or SAM > 2 percent). A total of 864 
SAM cases were admitted for treatment throughout the country, including 578 cases in 21 emergency districts. The 
mobile strategy of health care providers and the involvement of community health workers in the outpatient treatment 
program are being scaled up throughout the country as part of the roadmap to introduce the simplified protocol. A total 
of 42,366 pregnant and lactating women and 28,220 children 6-23 months were reached with an integrated package of 
Infant and Young Child Nutrition (IYCF) services. In the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, UNICEF provided technical 
support to the MOH to develop a guideline to support the continuity of acute malnutrition screening at the household 
level in partnership with implementing partners. Coordination meeting of the nutrition sector group is planned par the 
MOH to discuss continuity of nutrition services. UNICEF is providing support to monitor the IMAM supply stock at an 
operational level on a daily basis and specific actions are being taken to avoid any stock out at the health facility level. 
An increase of 50% of IMAM supply needs is projected to anticipate an increase of SAM caseload. 
 

Health 

As part of the integrated community case management intervention in nutrition emergency districts, 1,759 children aged 
0-5 years were treated for diseases (malaria, fever, diarrhoea and acute respiratory infection) during the reporting period. 
Besides, 174 skilled community health workers were equipped and instated in their function through a participatory 
community approach. Immunization activities were intensified in the district hosting the refugee camp, including in the 

 
1 Cadre harmonisé, November 2019 
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camp through monitoring and coordination meetings bringing together health facility responsible and partners. A total of 
634 children including 187 in refugee camp received measles vaccines as routine immunization dose. In addition, to 
respond to the sporadic measles cases in the host community, systematic preventive measles immunization was done 
for 218 children aged 6-59 months at their arrival in the camp. In the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, the equipment 
planned as part of the UNICEF procurement in support of the Cold Chain Equipment Optimization project has been 
received by the Country to fill some gaps in the EPI program. UNICEF is exploring with the MOH ways to distribute 
supplies to the targeted health facilities despite the travel ban. This represents an opportunity to showcase the 
continuation of health care service in the context of limited population movement.  
 

WASH 

1,106 Malians who have recently fled to Mauritania have benefited from WASH interventions, including the provision of 
drinking water; the construction of 16 separate toilets for men and women; the distribution of Wash kits (350) and 
awareness-raising on Wash at the Douenkara transit site on the Mauritania/Mali border. At the same time, awareness 
rising on hygiene practices such as handwashing with soap, facilitators from the partner NGO and 3 community relays 
among the refugee population carried out latrine maintenance and domestic hygiene. 40 Health centers (19 in 
Guidimakha and 12 in Hodh Chargui and 9 In Hodh Gharbi) received a minimum WASH package including access to 
safe drinking water - through connection to a network or safe transport and storage, construction /rehabilitation of latrines 
and provision of Hygiene kits. 1,218 malnourished mother/child pairs received hygiene kits and access to safe drinking 
water and sanitation facilities at household level and health centers. In order to prevent COVID-19 infection in the 
hospital environment, stocks of protective equipment (masks, overalls, boots) have been mobilized for the isolation 
centre set up by the authorities and additional protective equipment ordered for hospital facilities. Supply orders for 
additional EPP were also raised. To complement hygiene promotion, handwashing facilities are installed in several 
communes of the capital. They are placed at the entry points of the most frequented places (town hall, market, mosque, 
playground, main crossroads), to encourage the population to wash their hands, which is the first barrier against the 
disease.  
 

Education 

Concerning education in emergencies, 10,995 (5,478 B/ 5,517 G) children have benefited from UNICEF and its partners 
support during the reporting period, including 7,012 (3,695 B / 3,317 G) in the refugee camp of M’Berra. Individual 
student kits were given to all children in the camp, while schools received supplies (chalks, school desks, rules and 
board wipes). Moreover, 59-peace club was created to facilitate the peace culture ET social cohesion between refugees 
and the host community. Cultural and sportive activities were organized and touch 5,505 (3,150B/2,355 G) youth to 
foster peaceful coexistence. 7,429 (3096 W/4333 M) parents have benefited from parental education sessions to 
reinforce their capacity to offer safe care to their children. The preschool education offer was strengthened in the refugee 
camp through the construction and opening of four new community based ECD centres, while two more centres were 
created for the host community. All children enrolled in preschool programs - 1,000 (490 B / 510 G) received activity 
books while preschool community teachers (24) were trained by the local education authorities (DREN). Besides, 17 
toilets were built in 7 schools at the refugee camp (in collaboration with Action Contre la Faim) and 100 toilets are 
building in 23 schools in the host community. 4,180 (1892 B/ 2288 G) OOSC benefited from literacy sessions and 
reinsertion to school at the primary level during the first quarter of 2020 with UNICEF support. Moreover, 161 OOSC 
(103 B/53 G) benefited from RET refresher courses that will enable their reinsertion at the secondary level. Due to the 
outbreak of COVID 19, school has been temporarily closed from 16 March to 6 April 2020. The Ministry of Education 
opted for distance education as an alternative to school closure. UNICEF is providing technical and financial support to 
an educational radio and television project; whose aim is to broadcast educational programs for the benefit of all pupils 
in the basic education examination class and to provide a minimum educational continuum for all children at home. 
UNICEF is also supporting the Ministry of Social Affairs, Childhood and Family in the introduction of educational activities 
for early childhood through the media and through parental education relays for community mobilization against the 
risks of the pandemic. Besides, UNICEF is also supporting the Ministry of Islamic Affairs and Religious Education in the 
mobilization for prevention and risks through communication tools and logistics in support of hygiene in mosques (all 
mahadras have been closed). 
 

Child Protection 

273 vulnerable children (161 girls) were identified during the reporting period, including 97 (63 girls) living in M’Berra 
refugee camp and 176 (98 girls) living in the host communities. UNICEF and partners are providing various responses 
to children including social follow-up, psychosocial support (180 children including 98 girls), medical care and income 
generation interventions. In addition, 257 families including 221 girls and adolescents, victims of Female Genital 
Mutilation (FGM) received psychosocial assistance and medical care. 413 parents, including 247 mothers were 
sensitized to positive parental practices. 1,642 individuals (1,024 women and girls) participated in social mobilization 
platforms for the elimination of FGM while 2,290 others (1,093 women) were sensitized on children’s rights and child 
protection in the M’Berra camp. With regard to the 1,225 persons who have fled the Mopti region because of the fighting 
and who have been quarantined to avoid the risk of propagation of the Crimean- Congo hemorrhagic fever signaled in 
their region of origin during that period, UNICEF and its partners provided psychosocial first aid to 500 children including 
268 from 0 to 4 years (52% girls), 240 children from 5 to 11 years (57% girls). A similar follow-up was ensured with 92 

https://www.gavi.org/support/process/apply/cceop/
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adolescents from 12 to 17 years, 70% of girls who were almost all married, the youngest being 12, and several of them 
breastfeeding. Most of the boys older than 10 remained in Mali, especially in charge of finding their way to Mauritania 
with the cattle. The transfer of this population to M’Berra camp started on February 26 and UNICEF secured the 
availability of two child-friendly spaces while ensuring a continued identification of children in need of protection, 
psychosocial follow-up and of integration in education. In response to the COVID-19 outbreak, child protection actors in 
target regions are mobilized and spreading prevention messages through the community networks previously set-up to 
monitor and act in case of child rights concerns. A large mobilization was carried out in the region of Bassiknou hosting 
many Malian refugees or migrants. Respondents to the newly set up helpline will benefit from training on MSPHH and 
psychosocial counseling. A similar assistance will be provided to the NGO, which runs the child helpline and has seen 
an increase of calls. Specific attention is being paid to children deprived of liberty, with hygiene awareness messages 
and equipment provided while alternatives to maintain family ties being developed; advocacy efforts is on-going to 
promote alternative to detention particularly for those convicted of minor crimes, close to their release date or in pre-trial 
detention for a long period of time. 
 

Supply and logistic 

As part of the emergency response, US$ 288,422.38 worth of supplies were distributed across the country from January 
to March 2020, including RUTF and anthropometric items targeting 22,470 children (US$ 223,432.3), along with 
educational items (US$ 61,501). Relief items including WASH (US$ 1,500) and Child Protection (US$ 1,988.27) were 
distributed to 1,225 Malian refugees who arrived in Mauritania in February and March 2020 as a result of the fighting in 
Mali. The supply plan for COVID-19 is currently being finalized. It focuses on securing PPEs, RUTF and other lifesaving 
items. An order for PPEs of more than 5 metric tons (436m3) and worth US$79,223 was placed. Movement of 
humanitarian goods have not been affected despite current restriction and border closure. However, these restrictions 
at global level have an impact on the international supply chain and the delivery of program supplies. The provision of 
essential items such as personal protective equipment (PPE) is limited, due both to growing demand and restrictions to 
export these products. School supplies are heavily dependent on China and the delivery time will be longer than usual 
due to production delays at Chinese suppliers. The delivery of nutritional products and some key WASH products, such 
as water purification tablets, are generally shipped by sea freight (i.e. less exposed to air freight disruptions). The budget 
for UNHAS operations for 2020 is estimated at US$ 2,800,000. Current funding levels could only ensure UNHAS 
services to Néma until 31 March 2020.  
 

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability 

UNICEF Mauritania has been fully engaged in supporting government and civil society partners in preparing for and 
responding to the COVID-19 pandemic, including for the development and implementation of the communication plan. 
In this framework, UNICEF provided technical and financial support to the Government for the establishment and 
operationalization of the COVID-19 information hotline. Mass awareness and community engagement activities (national 
awareness caravan involving health professionals, opinion and religious leaders, community radio programs and training 
guides) have been directed towards various audiences (including Malian refugees and host communities), and capacity 
building activities were conducted for community field workers and journalists who were also trained on rumours 
management. A mapping of community-based entry interventions and actors by sectors and by region was carried out 
and is available to inform response. Besides, UNICEF Mauritania supported the MOH to deal with the Crimean-Congo 
hemorrhagic fever, following the arrival in Mauritania of more than 1000 refugees from Mopti the region where cases of 
the disease have been reported. Strategic note on C4D approaches, rapid investigation, development and dissemination 
of messages was produced in this framework. In addition, UNICEF provided technical and financial support for the 
establishment of 10 equipped sensitization rooms in Nouakchott, Hodh Chargui and Guidimakha. Resource persons in 
charge of managing them have been trained in IPC and ECD and conducted outreach communication sessions with the 
mothers of children attending the 10 health facilities in these localities. 55 C4D actors have also seen their skills 
strengthened in CIP/C4D and ANJE.  
 

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy 
The cluster system is not activated in Mauritania. UNICEF is leading the Nutrition sector and is co-leading an 
intersectoral Nutrition/Food Security Group together with WFP. Monthly sectoral-or intersectoral meetings are held to 
monitor resource mobilization and program interventions, as well as identify gaps. As part of the monitoring and 
coordination mechanism,1 coordination meeting of the nutrition sector was held during the first quarter of 2020, under 
the co-leadership of UNICEF and the Ministry of Health, in partnership with the food security sector led by WFP. These 
coordination meetings are extended to operational level with 3 multisectoral coordination meetings held in Tagant, 
Guidimakha and Gorgol. Ms. Gerda Verburg, Global SUN Coordinator, visited Mauritania from March 3-4th 2020 in 
response to an invitation sent by the Government of Mauritania, to advocate for improved nutrition investments with 
nutrition stakeholders and partners. UNICEF and UNHCR continue to co-facilitate the education technical group (GTE) 
in Bassiknou under the leadership of the district education authority (IDEN). Important partnerships have been 
implemented between UNCHR, ILO and UNICEF in order to strengthen education access and provide OOSC a second 
chance through TVET. Following intense advocacy activities led by UNICEF, a unit for Education in Emergency was 
created by the minister of education on 25th March 2020. This unit will be coordinating all actions in response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. Monthly meetings are regularly held in Bassiknou to coordinate WASH interventions for the benefit 
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of host populations. UNICEF ensures the co-lead of these meetings in close collaboration with the ministry of water and 
sanitation based in Néma (regional capital). This coordination with the DRHA was used for the mobilization and delivery 
of WASH kits to the transit site of new Malian refugees in Doueinkara. In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the MOH 
developed a response plan supported by the United Nations system together with the country's development partners. 
The coordination mechanism is based on the Incident Command System (ICS) organized around the following 8 pillars: 
coordination, planning and monitoring ; risk communication and community engagement; surveillance, Rapid Response 
Teams and Case Investigation; entry Points; laboratories; infection prevention and control; case management; 
operational and logistical support. UNICEF ensures the lead of the “Risk communication and community engagement” 
and “Infection Prevention and Control” pillars. The first meeting of each pilar took was held to discuss the pillar roadmap 
and 3W matrix; the reporting mechanisms for the UN brief and coordination mechanisms with the government. Sectorial 
groups meeting also took place, including two of the Child Protection Working Group via Skype this week. 

Human Interest Stories and External Media 
 

https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFMauritanie/videos/503132930380398/ 

 

Next SitRep: 12 July 2020 
 

UNICEF Mauritania Humanitarian Action for Children: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/mauritania.html 

UNICEF Mauritania on Twitter: twitter.com/UNICEF_MTA 

UNICEF Mauritania on Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefmauritanie  

UNICEF Mauritania on Instagram @UnicefMauritania 
 

 

 

Who to contact for 

further information: 

 Marc Lucet  

Representative  

Mauritania 

+ (222) 42 78 31 00 

mlucet@unicef.org 

Judith Léveillée 

Deputy Representative  

Mauritania 

+ (222) 42 78 34 00 

jléveillée@unicef.org 

https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFMauritanie/videos/503132930380398/
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/mauritania.html
http://www.facebook.com/unicefmauritanie
mailto:mlucet@unicef.org
mailto:jléveillée@unicef.org
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 
 

Indicators 

UNICEF and IPs  Sector Response 

2020 

Target 

Total 

Results 

Change 

since last 

report ▲▼ 

2020 

Target 

Total 

Results 

Change 

since last 

report ▲▼ 

NUTRITION 

Number of children under age 5 

suffering from SAM admitted for 

treatment 

22,470  864  22,470  864 

 

Number of pregnant and lactating 

women reached with an integrated 

package of IYCF services 

 

99,285  

 

42,366     

HEALTH 

Number of children aged 0 to 11 

months reached with measles 

vaccination in the refugee camp 

and host population 

1,775 634     

Number of children aged 0 to 59 

months with common childhood 

diseases reached with appropriate 

and integrated management of 

childhood disease services 

5,220 1,759     

WASH 

Number of children under treatment 

for SAM with access to safe water, 

for drinking, cooking and hygiene 

through household water treatment 

13,482  1,218  22,470 1,218 

 

Number of children with access to 

and using appropriate sanitation 

and hygiene facilities in health and 

nutrition centers and schools in 

refugee camps, host communities 

and villages with high SAM burdens 

26,000 16,425    

 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Number of refugee- and host 

community children reached with 

mental health psychosocial support 

11,500 437 

 

   

Number of survivors of sexual and 

gender-based violence reached 

with gender-based violence 

response interventions 

300 257 

 

   

EDUCATION 

Number of school-aged boys and 

girls (aged 3 to 17 years) in the 

refugee camp and host community 

affected by humanitarian situations 

receiving learning materials 

9,250 10,995 

 

24,350 10,995 

 

Number of out-of-school boys and 

girls aged 3 to 17 years with access 

to education 

6,400 4,180 

 

6,950 4,341 
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Annex B 

Funding Status 
 

 

Funding Requirements (Funding Requirements (as defined in the revised Humanitarian Appeal 2020) 

Applied to Sector Requirements 
Available Funds Funding gap 

Funds Received Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  6,000,000 703,844 177,673 5,118,483 85% 

Health  900,000 0 25,728 874,272 97% 

WASH 2,000,000 126,901 60,591 1,812,508 91% 

Child Protection  2,760,000 0 1,130,064 1,629,936 59% 

Education 1,760,000 103,255 1,670,881 0 0 

Total 13,420,000 934,000 3,064,937 9,435,199 70% 

 

 


