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Indicator 

UNICEF Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 
target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

Cluster 
target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

NUTRITION: # of SAM (severe 
acute malnutrition) children (6-59 
months) treated    

274,145 128,001 274,145 128,001 

HEALTH : #of children under 5 
vaccinated against measles 

349,000 111,739   

WASH: # of affected population 
provided with temporary access to 
safe water (water trucking, 
aquatabs, chlorine) 

42,608 181,180 114,000 281,589 

CHILD PROTECTION: # of 
children victims of/or at risk of 
violence, abuse and exploitation 
who received psychosocial 
support 

40,000 
 

14, 020 
 

47,289 
 

16,856 
 

EDUCATION:  # of out of school 
boys and girls (3 to 17) affected by 
crisis accessing education  

150,000 52,392 211,375 95,174 

   

  

Highlights 

Nearly 110,000 people are internally displaced in Mali mainly due to 
intercommunity and armed conflicts. 
Nutrition: A total of 128,001 under 5 children with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) were admitted out of 274,145 targeted. Among them 
92% completely recovered. 

WASH: In 2018, 234,780 people were provided with access to both 
temporary and permanent drinking water sources, through the 
construction /rehabilitation of water points and distribution of household 
water treatment tablets.  

Health: As of 30 December, some 111,739 children under 5 were 
vaccinated against measles in the northern regions including 15,189  
children reached during the reporting period. 

Child Protection: In 2018, 14,020 children were assisted through child 
protection services including 2,277 children supported during the last two 
months. 

Education: As of December 2018, three months into the school year 2018-
2019, some 52,392 children received school kits, teachers’ kits and 
recreation materials. Some 827 closed schools  were registered with more 
than 240,000 children who did not have access to school.  

 

31 DECEMBER 2018 
 

2,400,000  children out of people 

affected 

4,100,000 people affected  
(HNO 2018) 

651,508 people to be reached in 2018 
(UNICEF HAC 2018) 

109, 892 Internally displaced people   
(CMP Report, 24 December 2018) 
 

827 schools closed as of December 2018 
 
 
 
 
 

UNICEF Appeal 2018 
US$ 43.8 million 

 
 

REPORTING PERIOD: NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2018 
 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 
 

735 schools closed as of December 

2018. 
 

UNICEF Appeal 2018 
US$ 43.8 million 

 
 

UNICEF’s Response with partners 
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Fund 
received 
20.0 M

Carry Forward 
1.7 M

Funding 
22.8 M
(52%)

2018 Funds available*

*Funds available includes funding received 
for the current appeal year as well as the 
carry-forward from the previous year.  
 

Funds 
Required: 

43.8 M 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
In 2018, the ever complex humanitarian situation in Mali was characterised by a derioration of living conditions in areas 
so far somewhat stable, especially in the centre. The expansion of insecurity to the centre of the country observed since 
2017 continued with steep increase in intercommunity conflicts, causing unprecedented levels of dynamic internal 
population movements as well as a sharp increase in humanitarian and protection needs. As 2018 year ends, a soaring 
109 ,892 individuals (18,553 households) are still displaced, across Mopti, Timbuktu, Gao and Menaka, the main regions 
of displacement (CMP 24 December2018), compared to the 38,172 people displaced at the same period last year 
(December 2017). New displacements continue to be reported due to inter-communal conflict, insecurity and clashes 
or the prospect of a possible clash between armed groups.  In addition, during 2018 rainy season, floods affected up to 
70,000 people in all parts of the country.  

Humanitarian needs estimated to 4.1 million people in need at the beginning of 2018, increased to 5.2 million people 
in need of food assistance as of December 2018 based on 2019 Humanitarian Need Overview (HNO). 

The education situation was characterized by the  increased number of closed schools constituting a major problem, 
especially in the center and north of the country, where education material and teachers are frequently attacked. 735 
schools remained closed at the end of the school year 2017-2018. The situation worsened since the beginning of the 
school year with 827 schools closed as of 31rst  December 2018.  The region of Mopti alone has 62% of schools closed. 
Ménaka and Kidal are the most affected regions in terms of percentage with 56% and 53% respectively. All these 
factors contribute towards the weak Gross Enrollment Rate (68%) of the country.  

The security situation in Northern and Central Mali remained of grave concern, characterised by attacks against peace 
keeping forces, international forces and the Malian Defense and Security Forces, as well as with an increase in incidents 
of intimidation, kidnappings and targeted assassinations. Children continued to be affected by improvised explosive 
devices or unexploded remnants of war, targeted attacks against the civilian population, and intercommunity clashes 
involving armed self-defence and violent extremist armed groups in the center that resulted in human rights abuses 
and forced displacements of populations. Last attacks in Mopti region were conducted against civilian populations in 
Bankass, Bandiagara, and Douentza cercles, killing civilians and setting fire to houses and granaries. Children in villages 
attacked suffered from lack of access to basic social services.From January – February 2018, the incidents of grave child 

rights violations increased (30%) from 386 in 2017 to around  500 incidents in 2018 . A total of 158 grave violations 
against children were reportedfrom November to December 2018including 20 killings and maiming, 61 recruitment 
and utilization of children, 1 rape, 02 abductions of children, 39 attacks against schools and hospital and 35 denial of 

humanitarian access to children. Humanitarian access remains challenging across the country, chiefly due to insecurity 
and to a lesser extent logistical challenges during the rainy season.  

Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
UNICEF utilized its position as lead of the Education Cluster to help push forward strategies and policies that ensure 

access to quality schooling within the humanitarian response plan. As a Cluster member, one of the most significant 

contributions of UNICEF this year is having made Mali endorse the “Safe Schools Declaration”. This is an important 

achievement because a safe school environment is conducive to increased learner retention and consequently 

increased school completion and learning outcomes. 

As the leading agency for the WASH, nutrition and education clusters and the child protection sub-cluster, UNICEF 

works with line ministries and civil society to strengthen government capacities for coordination, disaster 

preparedness and response at national and regional levels. 

In addition, UNICEF continues to work with line ministries and civil society at national and regional level. All UNICEF-

led clusters coordinators and IM actively participated to the development of both the humanitarian needs overview  

and humanitarian response plan processes for 2019. 

 

 



MALI SITUATION REPORT      NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2018 

3 
 

Summary Analysis of Programme response    
 

Nutrition 
Overall in 2018, a total of  128,001 children under 5 with Severe Acute Malnutrition(SAM) was admitted out of the 

274,145 targeted cases (47%) for the burden Upper Confidence Intervall, but for the first planned Burden the reached 

percentage is 79%. This difference is due to the harmonization of burdens as part of the response to the pre-announced 

nutritional and food crisis in the Sahel in 2018.  In addition,  5,527,457 children from 6 to 59 months were supplemented 

with vitamin A in October. 

At national level, Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition(IMAM) performance indicators are within the SPHERE 

standards with 92% of full recovery. 

 

Health 
UNICEF continued to support  Ministry of Health (MoH) and partners, through technical support focusing in particular 
on strengthening the cool chain for immunizations and providing other  materials in response  to measles outbreaks 
across the country. Overall in 2018, in total 413 measles cases were confirmed by the laboratory out of 1,613 suspected 
cases. This year , a total of 509,685 children under five were reached by each round of polio campaign in northern 
regions, while another 111,739 children under five were immunized against measles through routine immunization. A 
total of 39,620 children under five were vaccinated  against measles in November and December 2018.  
In Mopti and Timbuktu regions, four health districts were supported to carry out four rounds of chemo prevention 
against seasonal malaria, which was coupled with active screening of acute malnutrition cases. In Mopti, Téninkou, 
Youwarou and Diré circles, according to the fourth round data conducted in November 219,071 children from 3 to 59 
months were reached by the campaign. 

 

WASH  
In 2018, an additional 53,600 affected people were assisted in northern Mali with an improved permanent access to 
safe water through the equipment of 60 boreholes equipped with a hand pumps constructed (22 in Mopti, 24 in 
Timbuktu, 5 in Taoudeni, 5 in Kidal and 4 in Menaka), 12 boreholes equipped with a hand pump rehabilitated (2 in 
Timbuktu, 5 in Kidal and 5 in Menaka region), 14 solar pumping water systems installed (8 in Mopti, 1 in Timbuktu, 1 in 
Kidal, 3 in Menaka and 1 in Taoudeni region) and 1 rehabilited (1 in Kidal region). In addition, a high number of 181,180 
people were supported through short term emergency distribution of household water treatment products and water 
trucking following several population displacements due to an increase in local conflicts, important floods and 
increased seasonal water scarcity in 2018. Also 56 health centers received a minimum WASH package through CERF 
funding (Water point, Latrines for patients and staffs, incinerator, waste management system) in Mopti, Timbuktu and 
Taoudenit. Regarding WASH sector/Cluster figures, even though the sector has managed to exceeded WASH targets 
for short term emergency responses despite higher figures then initially projected, humanitarian structural response 
remains underfunded by 73% and allowed to reach only 38% of the target for permanent water drinking resources 
hindering population resilience capacities to face negative climate impacts. 
 

Child Protection 
Overall, in 2018, 14,020 children received psychsocial support in Mali, 178 unaccompaned and separated children were 
identified and placed in alternative care, and 107 children formerly associated with armed groups were identified and 
accessed referral services and reintegration opportunities. Lower results against ambitious annual targets may be 
attributable to the 85% funding gap in child protection, unwillingness of armed groups to formally cooperate with child 
protection actors to separate children from their groups, lack of civil documentation certifying the status of individuals 
as children as well as security issues resulting in limited access and logistical capacity for child protection actors.  During 
the reporting period, in partnership with the National Directorate for the Promotion of the Child and the Family 
(DNPEF) and its decentralized services at regional levels (DRPEF), and NGOs partners, UNICEF provided emergency 
and interim care including medical, food, psychosocial support for 42 new children (2 girls and 40 boys) released from 
armed groups. Another 62 children formerly associated with armed groups (54 boys and 8 girls), of which 36 were 
identified in 2017, benefitted from socioeconomic reintegration, including income generating activities and education. 
In addition, 64 unaccompanied children (27 girls and 37 boys) received interim care support, and among them 38 
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children (8 girl and 30 boys) were reunified with their families. During the reporting period(Nov-Dec), a total 2,277 
children (1,071 girls and 1,206 boys) benefited from community based psychosocial support services through safe 
recreational and creative spaces.  Overall in 2018, up to 14,020 children benefitted from psychosocial support.  

Education 
In conflict affected areas, the evolution of the situation of closed schools deteriorated throughout the school year (500 
closed schools for 2016-2017 and 735 for 2017-2018). UNICEF actively promoted community dialogue sessions with 
direct implication of the regional level education offices (Academie d’Enseignement AE) and implementing partners 
to reopen schools. 24 community dialogue facilitators were trained by implementing partners, which led to 59 
community dialogue sessions in Segou (regrouping 2,023 people) advocating for the reopening of schools, as well as 
the continuation of education. The provision of school kits, text-books, teacher’s guides, (52,392 kits distributed out 
of 67 000 acquired) helped assure the continuation of education. Furthermore, UNICEF promoted the use of an 
innovative approach, targeting 25,200 children by reinforcing the capacity of teachers, using interactive modules of 
model lessons. UNICEF distributed 632 tablets to 474 teachers, 116 school directors and 42 school inspectors. 
 

Communication for Development (C4D) 
In the frame of the Peacebuilding Fund project “Young Actors for peace and national reconciliation,” 2,500 young 

people between the ages of 15 and 35 (of which at least 40% are women) who were previously trained on the Peace 

Agreement and the G5 Sahel Youth Strategy are now active in 25 communities in the two PBF regions, Mopti and 

Ségou. With the support of the NGOs Walé and Action Mopti, they conduct inter-community dialogue sessions, focus 

groups and home visits to promote a culture of peace and tolerance within their communities. 

In addition, over the reporting period(November-December 2018), 20 URTEL radios produced and broadcast 240 

interactive programs with 20 listening clubs set up in Ségou and Mopti. These URTEL radio stations also produced 100 

radio spots on issues related to conflict resolution and social cohesion were also broadcast. 

Finally, U-report was officially launched in Mali in November. In total, more than 57,000 young people have already 

signed up to U-Report Mali, making this a powerful new tool for youth participation and dialog. Two polls were sent 

out and answered by youth to strengthen peace and social cohesion.  

 

 Media and External Communication  
 Over the reporting period, UNICEF continued to drive conversations around increasing humanitarian needs in the 

center of Mali, in particular in the areas of education and nutrition. Placement in top-tier international media was 

achieved on education in emergencies in Mopti, including in Le Monde and on France24’s English and French services. 

UNICEF also leveraged World Children’s Day to highlight education and nutrition in emergencies during a 45-minute 

exclusive broadcast on national television (ORTM) with the UNICEF Representative and two children.  

Professional quality multimedia content on UNICEF’s humanitarian response was produced and the crucial role played 

by thematic humanitarian funds in the response to severe acute malnutrition was highlighted both on social media on 

UNICEF Mali’s website. 

 
Security  
In the Northern Regions, criminal activity remained  high and concentrated mainly on carjacking compared to the same 

period in 2017.  This activity is likely to continue for the foreseeable future bar a significant increase in and deployment 

of police/gendarmerie resources. 

The risk of intercommunal conflict and acts of terrorism also remained high as was evidenced by the attack on Peulh 

villagers by Dogon hunters in Mopti region on New Year’s day and the earlier shelling of the MINUSMA Camp at 

Menaka on 21 December.  Any reduction of risk levels in the course of 2019 will depend upon the success of the 

government in dealing with regional disparity and associated violence amongst communal groups, and the success of 

ongoing anti-terrorist operations (MINUSMA, Op Barhkane).   

 
In the Central Regions, security situation remains volatile and unpredictable. The months of November and December 
were marked by intergovernmental tensions, criminal activities and operations attributable to the radical groups.  This 

https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2018/12/14/mali-ils-ont-ordonne-au-directeur-de-fermer-l-ecole-sinon-ils-reviendraient-tous-nous-tuer_5397250_3212.html?xtmc=unicef&xtcr=2
https://www.france24.com/en/20181213-focus-mali-public-secular-schools-shutting-islamist-threat-education-mopti
https://www.france24.com/fr/20181212-focus-mali-ecole-publique-laique-recul-perd-terrain-islamistes-jihadistes-mopti?fbclid=IwAR3ONKl0jsDqRPu9JR8t6BHOhnCCsH7HlMb4cbH3lHv_ZOZMb-oAXZf4L3k%22
https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/photos/a.402545403110573/2181151761916586/?type=3&theater
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situation is unlikely to change in the course of the first half of 2019.  Any significant change will depend upon whatever 
success the government is able to achieve in reducing tensions with disaffected groups such as the political opposition, 
trade unions, and the communal groups (Peulh, Dogon, Tuareg…) in the outlying sub-regions, as well as the success of 
military operations (FAMa, MINUSMA) against the various radical and terrorist groups. 
 

Thanks to strong field presence with 5 fully staffed field offices, UNICEF and its partners programmed a wide array of 
lifesaving multisectoral activities, to draw up alternative solutions build greater community acceptance, accessed 
remote areas, and delivered lifesaving assistance. Despite tensions (intercommunity, armed group, criminality) 
UNICEF maintained a high level of access while ensuring the security of its staff, assets as well as partners. 

 

Funding 
In 2018, UNICEF appealed for US$ 43.8 million to sustain response efforts to humanitarian needs and facilitate                          
access to quality basic social services for crisis-affected populations in the north and centre of the country.  As at 31 
December 2018, UNICEF presented a 52% funding gap, with the most urgent funding needs in Child Protection, 
WASH, Health and Education. UNICEF wishes to express its deep gratitude for the contribution from Government of 
Denmark, Sweden, Netherlands, Norway and USA,  as well, ECHO and CERF funding that is helping ramp up the 
response to the ongoing complex crisis in Mali. 

 

Funding Requirements  

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available* Funding gap** 

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Forward $ % 

Nutrition 19,000,000 15,217,439 823,892 2,958,669 16% 

WASH 11,187,000             1,950,000  0 9,237,000 83% 

Health  2,500,000 344,298 0 2,155,702 86% 

Child Protection  3,052,000 227,531 222,578 2,601,891 85% 

Education 7,400,000 1,584,827 0 5,815,173 79% 

Emergency Coordination 700,000                 715,358  660,190 0 0% 

Total 43,839,000 20,039,454 1,706,660 22,768,435 52% 
 

*Funds available’ includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 

** Total funding gap is calculated by sector 

 

 
 

 
 
  

Who to contact for 
further information: 

Lucia Elmi 
Representative, 
UNICEF Mali  
Tel: + 223 44 97 69 69 
Email: lelmi@UNICEF.org  
 

Felix Ackebo 
Deputy Representative,  
UNICEF Mali  
Telephone: (+223) 75 99 54 44 
Email: Fackebo@UNICEF.org   

Anne Dahre Aden 
Chief of Field Ops and Emergency,  
UNICEF Mali  
Telephone: (+223) 75 99 62 50 
Email:  Adahreaden@UNICEF.org 

 

mailto:Fackebo@unicef.org
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Ann ex A 

 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS  
 

Indicator 

Cluster Response  UNICEF and IPs  

2018 
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since 
last 

report  
▲▼ 

2018 
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report  ▲▼ 

NUTRITION 

# of children 6-59 months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for therapeutic care. 

274,146 128,001 25,508 274,146 128,001 25,508 

# of health centres offering malnutrition 
treatment. 

1,307 1,307 0 1,307 1,307 0 

WASH 

# of SAM child receiving a WASH kit and hygiene 
promotion session 

15,592 12,173 5,340 6,000 6,691 5,298 

# of affected population provided with temporary 
access to safe water (water trucking, aquatabs, 
chlorine) 

114,000 281,589 175,855 42,608 181,180 113,384 

# of people having access to permanent drinking 
water sources (construction/ rehabilitation) 

794,000 303,200 72,000 40,000 53,600 18,800 

HEALTH  

# of children under five reached each round of 
polio campaign in northern regions 

   418,900 509,685 0 

# of children under 5 vaccinated against measles    349,000 111,739 39,620 

CHILD PROTECTION  

# of Children victims of/or at risk of violence, 
abuse and exploitation who received psychosocial 
support 

47,289 16,856 3,843 40,000 14,020 2,277 

# of CAAFAGs and other vulnerable children 
identified accessing to referral services and 
reintegration opportunities 

1,080 551 110 580                   107 42 

# of UASC identified and / or placed in alternative 
care arrangements and / or who have benefited 
from reunification and individual follow-up 

900 637 120 300 178 64 

EDUCATION 
# of school aged boys and girls (3 to 17) affected 
by crisis receiving learning /  
school materials. 

211,375 62,212 50,131 67,000 52,392 45,622 

 # of out of school boys and girls (3 to 17) affected 
by crisis accessing education.  

211,375 95,174 73,981 150,000 52,392 48,307 

 


