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humanitarian assistance 
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(Education Cluster dashboard - February 2019) 

 
UNICEF Appeal 2019 
US$ 41.9 million 
 
 

 

Highlights 
• More than 123,000 people are displaced in Mali due to intercommunity 

and armed conflict.  

• Between January and February, 18,686 children aged from 6 to 59 
months were treated for severe acute malnutrition nationwide. This 
represents about 12% of the 160,000 cases expected this year. 

• UNICEF provided short term emergency distribution of household water 
treatment and hygiene kits as well as sustainable water supply services 
to 14,532 children in the regions of Mopti, Gao, Timbuktu, Taoudenit and 
Menaka.  

• As of 03 March, 281 suspected cases of measles were notified across the 
country in 2019. In January, 14,904 children under 5 were vaccinated 
against measles in the northern regions. 

• Between January and February, 6,355 children (2,716 girls and 3,639 
boys) affected by conflict received child protection services, including 
community psychosocial support, interim and alternative care, family 
reunification and community reintegration.  key messages covering e.g. 

• As of February, for the school year 2018-2019, there has been a further 
increase in the number of schools closed, from 827 in December 2018 to 
857 schools closed. Some 257,100 children did not have access to school.  

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

*Total results for all sections are cumulative 

2019 
funding 

requiremen
t: 

$41.9M 

 

 
UNICEF 

 
Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Total 
Results* 

Cluster 
Target 

Total 
 Results* 

Nutrition: # of SAM (severe acute 
malnutrition) children (6-59 
months) treated    

160,000 18,686 160,000 18,686 

WASH: # of affected population 
provided with temporary access 
to safe water (water trucking, 
aquatabs, chlorine) 

85,500 9,054 1,000,000 9,054 

Health: #of children under 5 
vaccinated against measles 

980,500 14,904   

Child Protection: # of children 
who received protection services 
including psychosocial support, 
interim care, and family and 
community reunification  

62,150 6,355 82,151 7,529 

EDUCATION:  # of out of school 
boys and girls (3 to 17) affected by 
crisis accessing education  

150,000 6,235 357,000 6,235 
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Fund received 
0 M

Carry Forward 
6.6 M

Funding Gap
35.3 M

2019 Funds Available*

*Funds available includes funding received for 
the current appeal year as well as the carry-
forward from the previous year. 



 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  

The humanitarian situation in Mali remains complex and volatile with unprecedented levels of internal population 

displacement mostly caused by armed and intercommunity conflicts. As of February 2019, some 123,574 individuals 

(20,314 households) were still internally displaced across the main regions of displacement including Mopti, Gao, 

Timbuktu, and Menaka1. New displacements continue to be reported due a multiplication of inter-communal conflicts, 

insecurity, clashes or the prospect of a possible clash between armed groups.  

In 2019, the Humanitarian needs relatively decreased, from 4.1 million people (HNO 2018) to 3,2 million in 2019 (HNO 
2019) including 868,000 people in need of nutrition assistance and 755,000 requiring protection assistance. The reduction 
in the number of people in need is due both to the positive results of the agricultural campaign and to the impact of the 
humanitarian assistance provided in 2018. However, with regards to Education, humanitarian needs increased from 
306,000 (2018) to 451,000 individuals requiring assistance in 2019. 

The security situation continues to be unstable and unpredictable in both the central and northern regions; marked by 

the intensification of criminal activities, intercommunal conflicts and non-state armed groups operations.  In Gao region, 

nine serious incidents have occurred from in the first two months of the year. Of note, a couple of attacks on military 

targets in February, including one thought to be the work of criminal elements, and the other a non-state actor offensive 

has served to illustrate that the South is not immune from these threats and could well see further attacks of a similar 

nature. 

Despite the work and efforts by all the education partners, the situation in this regard is degrading with an increasing 

number of school closed. In Mali, the closure of schools deprives more than 257,000 children of their right to education. 

In the northern and central regions, school infrastructure and materials, as well as human resources, are sometimes 

attacked. In February 2019, some 857 schools out of a total of 8,4212, compared to the 715 schools closed during the same 

period in 2018. Main reasons for closure relate to persistent insecurity, intercommunity tensions and armed groups 

activities in the regions of Koulikoro, Segou, Mopti, Gao, Menaka, Timbuktu and Kidal as well as pre-existing chronic 

education system shortfalls. The Mopti region alone accounts for more than half of these closed schools.  

According to the 2018 national nutritional survey (SMART), the nutritional situation is overall precarious in the country 

with a prevalence of 10% of Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) and 2% for the Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM). The 

prevalence of Global Acute Malnutrition in Gao and in Timbuktu reached ‘critical’ levels by WHO’s standards (15.2 percent 

and 15.7 percent, respectively), and ‘serious’ acute malnutrition rates were recorded in Kayes (west), Taoudenit (north) 

and the district of Bamako. The rates are higher in the regions of Timbuktu and Gao affected by the conflict, where the 

prevalence MAG rate is greater than 10%. The region of Mopti, meanwhile, has a significant deterioration in nutritional 

status of children 6-59 months of age with 8.9% MAG rate compared to 5.6% recorded during the 2017 SMART survey. 

Thus, between January and February, 18,686 children aged 6 to 59 months were treated for severe acute malnutrition in 

the 1,379 health facilities that provide treatment across the country. This represents about 12% of the number of SAM 

cases expected this year. 

                                                                            
1&2 CMP – Population Displacement Report – as of February 14 ,2019 

2&2 OCHA-BIH Jan-Fev 2019 

Estimated Population in Need of Humanitarian Assistance 
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures from Mali Humanitarian Response Plan, January 2019 _OCHA _HRP 2019) 

Start of humanitarian response: 

 Total Male Female 

Total Population in Need 3,200,000 1,568,000 1,632,000 

Children (Under 18) 1,600,000 784,000 816,000 

Children Under Five  660,000 323,400 336,600 

Children 6 to 23 months  114,768 56236 58,532 

Pregnant and lactating women  56,510 0 56,510 



Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  

The humanitarian leadership and coordination structures remain unchanged. The Ministry of Solidarity and 

Humanitarian Action is primarily responsible in terms of humanitarian coordination, assistance and protection of 

affected population. In support to this Ministry, the Humanitarian Coordinator, who also ensures the role of Resident 

Coordinator and DSRSG, is leading the coordination of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), supported by OCHA. The 

HCT is composed of representatives of UN agencies, NGOs, donors and the Red Cross Movement (observers) and 

represents the main strategic humanitarian coordination forum in the country. Eight clusters are currently also active in 

the country WASH, Nutrition, Education, Protection, Shelter/NFI, Food Security and Health). UNICEF is leading 3 clusters 

(WASH, Nutritition and Education) and 1 sub-cluster (Child Protection). The Intercluster coordination forum regroups all 

cluster coordinators and treats interesectoral aspects. At the regional level, a similar humanitarian coordination structure 

called the “Groupe Interagences de Coordination” (GIAC) is in place in Mopti, Timbuktu and Gao which reports to the 

HCT. 

 

Humanitarian Strategy  

 
Overall the humanitarian strategy in Mali is encapsulated in a Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) in line with and in 

support of the Government's national plan to save lives, alleviate suffering and preserve the dignity of the most 

vulnerable households. The HRP focuses on emergency response interventions which aim to ensure the continuity of 

basic social service delivery and the establishment of a protective humanitarian response in the center and north regions.  

UNICEF Mali will support the Government to manage SAM cases through an integrated package of activities, including 

hygiene promotion and the provision of water treatment and hygiene kits. UNICEF will  also continue to rehabilitate and 

construct water systems and provide full package of water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services to health centers 

and. Health support will focus on immunization campaigns. In affected areas, UNICEF will promote the continuity of 

education through community mobilization, community learning centers and the provision of school supplies. UNICEF 

will provide psychosocial support to conflict-affected children; support the release of children from armed forces and 

groups; facilitate the reunification of unaccompanied and separated children with their families; and provide girl 

survivors of gender-based violence with community care and socio-economic reintegration. As lead of the nutrition, 

WASH and education clusters and the child protection sub-cluster, UNICEF will continue to support line ministries and 

civil society organizations to strengthen their capacities for coordination, disaster preparedness and response, at both 

the national and regional levels. UNICEF also continues to support disaster preparedness for flooding and epidemic 

outbreaks. In line with its mandate, UNICEF in Mali is committed to strengthening the nexus between humanitarian 

response and development, delivering its humanitarian programme to vulnerable children and women while also 

addressing, underlying risks and vulnerabilities for the long term. 

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

 

Nutrition 

Between January and Fevruary , 18,686  children aged 6 to 59 months were treated for severe acute malnutrition in the  

1,379 UNICEF-supported health facilities providing treatment throughout the country. This represents about  12% of the 

number of SAM cases expected this year. Performance indicators of the SAM management program comply with 

international SPHERE minimum standards at national level with 91% cure rate, 0.27% death rate, and 8.7 % defaulter 

rate; though with some geographic disparities. The rate of severe acute malnutrition is reported based on the weekly 

surveillance with a completeness of 82%. The nutrition surveillance system, notably routine data collection, continues to 

suffer the partial functionality of the new Health Management Information System platform (DHIS-2 software). Indeed, 

the completeness and the promptness rates of data reporting are still very low in some regions, namely Kidal and Menaka. 

This also hampers the Cluster’s efforts for the effective integration of Infant and Young Child Feeding in emergency 

(IYCF-E ) in overall emergency response by limiting data analysis and progress monitoring. 

 



WASH 

As of February 2019, UNICEF has supported 1,217 households (9,054 people) in Timbuktu, Gao and Menaka regions 
through short-term emergency kits distribution with water treatment products, and 2,440 children with severe acute 
malnutrition and their family, representing a total of 14,640 people in Mopti, Timbuktu and Taoudeni regions through 
distribution of WASH and Nutrition kits.  
Moreover, water supply activities through rehabilitation and constructions of water facilities are ongoing and have 
reached a total of 4,800 people so far in 2019, with 12 water points (either through boreholes equipped with hand pumps 
or by solar pumping systems). A total of 28,494 people benefited from both temporary and permanent drinking water 
services. These results were achieved with support from the Regional Directorates of Hydraulics for the hardworks, but 
also national NGOs AMSS, GARDL, IMADEL, SOLISA and TASSAGHT  for soft interventions. 
 

Health 

The Ministry of Health, with the support of UNICEF and its partners, continued to respond to measles outbreaks across 
the country. Between the first and the ninth week of 2019 (as of 03 March), a total of 96 cases of measles were confirmed 
across the country by the laboratory out of 140 samples analyzed for 281 cases suspected. In January 14,904 children 
under five years old were vaccinated against measles through routine vaccination. This first months of 2019 were mainly 
devoted to the preparation of the national campaign against measles scheduled for April 22-28, as well as the seasonal 
malaria chemo prevention campaign. 
 

Education 

UNICEF partnered with local NGOs, GARDL in Ménaka, and OMAES in Ségou where access to these insecure regions is 
limited. The projects aimed at improving access to educational opportunities for children (05-14 years) affected by the 
crisis. For this reporting period, 26 temporary learning spaces were put in place and are functional. All the children 
(2,722) in the centers received individual learning materials (exercise books, pens, slates, chalk) as well as pedagogical 
material for the 26 facilitators. In Ménaka 98 School Management Committees members were trained on their rights 
and responsibilities. UNICEF through the INGO NRC was able to distribute 3,513 individual student kits in Mopti, 
Timbuktu and Gao. 
With the NGO Search for Common Ground (SFCG), UNICEF is aiming at creating awareness in communities to ensure 
the continuity of education for children in the most affected areas in Mopti, Gao and Timbuktu, through open dialogue 
between teachers, parents, community leaders, students and others. For this reporting period 23,189 children have 
benefitted from training and practice in areas of conflict resolution, social cohesion and self-esteem. In Kidal, Ménaka 
and Gao, UNICEF supported the regional Ministry of Education offices to carry out training in Psychosocial Support and 
peacebuilding for 439 teachers which will benefit 29,564 children. 
With the NGO IEDA Relief, UNICEF has worked at community level to improve social cohesion between communities 
for there to be a continuation of education. In Timbuktu, Gao, and Mopti where 617 School Management Committee 
members were trained on their rights and responsibilities towards improving the life of a school and 47 school action 
plans were developed and put into action. These action plans aim to address the predominant issues faced in 
communities when it comes to school management ranging from teacher salaries, cantines, light rehabiliations, or 
payment of volunteer teachers.   
With the help of the Education Development Center (EDC), UNICEF was able to support 84 schools in the use of 
technological tools for training, pedagogy and educational planning and management; at the same time 392 of 
teachers, school directors and Inspectors received tablets containing self-training/learning materials. 
 

Child Protection 

A total of 6,355 children (2,716 girls and 3,639 boys) benefited from psychosocial support in 27 child friendly spaces and 
other secure spaces established. These activities included creative and recreational games, sports, group discussion, 
traditional dance/music among others. 
Also, 81 children (53 existing cases from 2018 and 28 new cases Jan/Febr-2019) released from armed groups, benefited 
from interim care (medical, food, psychosocial support) in the orientation and three transit and orientation centers. 
Some 24 children (2 girls) have been reunited with their families and 26 received socioeconomic reintegration (2 girls 
and 24 boys). The capacity of 16 local child protection committees in the central/Mopti and northern regions/Kidal- 
Timbuktu were reinforced on child grave rights violations prevention which resulted in the sensitization of 405 (170 
women and 235 men) persons including local authorities.  

A total of 52 law enforcement actors, including magistrates, special investigation unit in the police and gendarmerie, as 

well as antiterrorist prosecutor, benefited from a joint training session lead by UNICEF, MINUSMA Child Protection and 

National Direction for the Promotion of Child and Family, in Gao and Bamako. The main topics were i) international 



children protection instruments ratified by Mali, ii) National laws protecting children in a situation of armed conflict 

particularly children captured, arrested or detained for their association with armed groups or for other security charges.  

These results were achieved with support from the National and Regional Directorates of Women, Children and Family 

Promotion, but also NGOs including Terres des Hommes, COOPI, Kanuya and SOLISA. 

 

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  

During the reporting period, the “Young Actors for peace and national reconciliation” project continued to be 
implemented in the Mopti and Ségou regions, a second peace building project around the second decade was officially 
lunched in Bamako by five Ministers (Communication, agriculture, Youth, and also in the two-targeted region Mopti and 
Timbuktu. The project will target 3400 teenagers (boys and girls, fishermen, breeders and farmers). 
 
Also, the lifeskills training continued in the Gao, Timbuktu, Kidal and Menaka learning academies, where 700 teachers 
(including 210 women) from 14 Teachers’ Task Force (CAP) were trained to educate around 20,000 young people 
throughout 2019. The NGOs Walé and Action Mopti, continued conducting inter-community dialogue sessions, focus 
groups discussions and home visits to promote a culture of peace and tolerance within their communities. Some 400 new 
Mama Yeleen were recruited and trained to support door-to-door interpersonal communication activities in the Mopti 
region. 
Finally, after the official launch of the U-report, the number of U-reporters grown from 57,000 in December 2018 to a 

total of 59,16 3in February 2019 among whom 10,300 from Gao, Mopti and Timbuktu. 
 

Media and External Communication   
 

UNICEF continued to draw public attention to increasing humanitarian needs in the center of Mali, achieving placement 

in top-tier international media on the nutrition crisis in Ségou (Le Monde, RFI and France24) and education in 

emergencies in Mopti (reports on RFI and Medi1, as well as an exclusive interview with the UNICEF Representative). The 

German press agency dpa also reported on vaccination in crisis-affected areas. 

High-quality multimedia content on UNICEF’s humanitarian response continued to be produced. On World Education 

Day, the commitment of Child Ambassadors in the conflict-affected areas of Timbuktu and Mopti were highlighted on 

UNICEF’s global channels. 

 

Cross-cutting  

Child Protection – Wash – Emergency Section: some 24 households representing 117 persons (21 girls, 38 boys, 58 

adults) gathered and living in the Niamana informal and unofficial settlement of internally displaced people in Bamako 

(Commune VI) received family kits from UNICEF-Wash Section through the Implementing Partner KANUYA, the 

National Direction for Social Development and the - National Direction for the Promotion of  Child and Family. These 

children benefited also from psychosocial support from the partner KANUYA (included in the PSS global figure). 

  

Security  

The security situation remains volatile and unpredictable. In North Regions, criminal activity remains high and 

concentrated mainly on carjacking.  The risk of intercommunal conflict and acts of terrorism also remain high throughout 

the region.  

In the Central Region, the reported period has been marked also by intercommunal tensions, criminal activities and 

operations attributable to the radical groups. 

In the South Region, the terrorist attack on the Malian Armed Force/European Training Mission camp in Koulikoro, 50 

km northeast of Bamako, and criminal attacks on military peacekeepers, both of which occurred in late February, have 

served to illustrate that the South is not immune from these threats and could well see further attacks of a similar nature.   

 
 
 

https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2019/01/08/au-mali-l-insecurite-est-aussi-alimentaire-et-les-enfants-en-sont-les-premieres-victimes_5406190_3212.html
http://www.rfi.fr/emission/20190111-mali-serie-55-centre-soins-enfants-mal-nourris-segou
https://www.france24.com/fr/video/20190131-mali-enfants-sont-premieres-victimes-secheresse-linsecurite
http://www.rfi.fr/emission/20190108-mali-serie-25-comment-accueillir-enfants-deplaces-crise-securitaire
http://www.rfi.fr/emission/20190109-mali-serie-35-reouverture-partielle-ecole-moussawal-persiste
https://www.medi1.com/episode/181620
http://www.rfi.fr/emission/20190106-mali-ecoles-fermees-insecurite-lucia-elmi-unicef
https://www.rnz.de/wissen/wissenschaft_artikel,-leben-retten-durch-impfungen-was-deutschland-von-mali-lernen-kann-_arid,417483.html
https://www.unicef.org/stories/hear-my-voice-children-advocating-right-learn


Funding  
 

In 2019, UNICEF is appealing for US$ 41.9 million to continue responding to humanitarian needs caused by conflict or 
natural disasters while facilitating access to quality basic social services for crisis-affected populations in the north and 
centre of the country.  As at 28 February 2019, UNICEF presented an 84 % funding gap, with the most urgent funding 
needs in WASH, Education and Child Protection. So far in 2019, UNICEF did not yet receive any funding to support its 
humanitarian interventions. Nonetheless, UNICEF Mali has also $6.6 million of carry-forward funds from 2018 
including global thematic humanitarian funds. This carry-forward stems from some grants supporting multiannual 
intervention as well as grants received towards the 2018 year-end closure. 

 
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in 2018 Humanitarian Appeal) 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds available Funding gap 

Funds 
Received 

Current Year 

Carry-
Forward 

$ % 

Nutrition 14,749,880 0 6,195,867 8,554,013 58% 

WASH 13,008,070 - 0 13,008,070 100% 

Health 1,470,750 0 130,000 1,340,750 91% 

Child Protection 4,000,000 0 250,937 3,749,063 94% 

Education 7,500,000 0 0 7,500,000 100% 

Emergency Coordination 1,250,000 - 30,000 1,220,000 98% 

Total 41,978,700 0 6,606,804 35,371,896 84% 

 

 
 
Next SitRep:   15/05/2019 
 
UNICEF Mali Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/     
UNICEF Mali Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/Mali.html   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who to contact 
for further 
information: 

Lucia Elmi 
Representative 
UNICEF Mali 
Tel: (+ 223) 44 97 69 69 

Email:lelmi@unicef.org 
 
 

Felix Ackebo  
Deputy Representative,  
UNICEF Mali  
Tel: (+223) 75 99 54 44  
Email: 
Fackebo@UNICEF.org  

Anne Daher Aden  
Chief of Field Ops and 
Emergency,  
UNICEF Mali  
Tel: (+223) 75 99 62 50  
Email: Adahreaden@UNICEF.org  
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/Mali.html


Annex A 
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

 
 

                                                                            
3 Number of people requiring humanitarian assistance in Water, Hygiene and Sanitation as per 2019 Humanitarian Needs Overview. 

  UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

 
Overall 
needs 

2019  
Target 

Total 
Results* 

Change 
since last 

report  
▲▼ 

 2019 
Target  

Total 
Results* 

Change 
since last 

report  
▲▼ 

NUTRITION         

# of children 6-59 months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for therapeutic 
care. 

160,000 160,000 18,686 - 160,000 18,686 
 
 
- 

# of health centres offering malnutrition 
treatment. 

NA 1,379 1,379 - 1,379 1,379 - 

HEALTH         

# of children under 5 vaccinated against 
measles 

 980,500 14,904 
- 

 
  

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

# people accessing the agreed quantity of 
water for drinking, cooking and personal 
hygiene 

1,300,0003 

162,500 9,054 - 692,000 9,054 - 

# people living in environments free of open 
defecation 

50,000 0 - 331,000 0 - 

# children accessing WASH facilities in 
learning environments 

25,000 0 - 133,700 0 - 

CHILD PROTECTION         

Number of children who received psychosocial 
support in child friendly spaces or other secure 
spaces. 

272,038 62,151 6,355 

 
 
 
- 

82,151 
 

7,529 

- 

Number of children suspected and / or 
released from forces and armed groups 
/CAAFAGs receiving interim care or family 
reunification (including children released from 
detention) 

500 400 81 

 
 
 
 
- 

500 
 

83 

 
 
 
- 

Number of children released from forces and 
armed groups /CAAFAGs accessing to 
reintegration opportunities and / or socio-
economic reintegration. 

500 400 24 

 
 
 
- 

500 
 

26 

 
 
 
- 

EDUCATION        

# of school aged boys and girls (3 to 17) 
affected by crisis receiving learning / 

school materials 
451,000 245,000 3,513 - 357,000 3,513 - 

# of out of school boys and girls (3 to 17) 
affected by crisis accessing education. 

451,000 150,000 2,722 - 357,000 2,722 - 

*Total results for all sectors are cumulative. 


