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Situation in Numbers 

4,300,000  
people in need 

(OCHA Mali HNO January 2020) 

 

 

2,427,000  
children in need of humanitarian 

assistance 

(OCHA Mali HNO January 2020) 

 

207,751 
Internally displaced people 

(Commission of Movement of 

Populations Report,31 December 2019) 

 

1,151 
Schools closed as of 31st January 

2020  

(Education Cluster January 2020)  
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UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 
 

 

 

*Funding available includes carry-over and funds 

received in the current year. 

Highlights 
• 207,751 internally displaced persons (IDPs) are still sheltered mainly in 

Mopti, Gao, Segou, Timbuktu and Menaka regions.  

• 9,902 under five severe acute malnutrition children were treated 

representing about 6 % of the 166,154 cases expected in 2020. 

• UNICEF provided short term emergency distribution of household water 

treatment and hygiene kits as well as sustainable water supply services to 

12,472 people (12,072 for temporary access and 400 for sustainable access) 

in January 2020 in Mopti, Gao, Kidal, Timbuktu and Taoudenit regions. 

• In January UNICEF facilitated access to formal and non-formal education 

for  3,126 children of which 3,005 children received individual learning 

materials.  

• As of 31rst January 2020, 116 children presumably associated with armed 

forces and armed groups have been identified by the child protection sub-

cluster (51 by UNICEF partners), including 18 girls who have experienced 

sexual violence during their association. 

UNICEF Appeal 2020 

US$ 51,85 million 
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Carry-over: 
$3.8M (7%)

Funds received: 
$6M

Funding gap:
$41.9M (81%)

Funding status* (US$)

Required:
$51.85m
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Funding Overview and Partnerships  

In 2020, UNICEF appeals for  US$ 52 million to meet the humanitarian 

needs of childen in Mali to facilitate access to quality basic social services 

and protection of children affected by the crisis. As of  31 st January 2020,   

US$9,8 million (19% of the appeal) were available – including US$3.8 

million carried from 2019 received funding. While expressing its deeps 

gratitude to all public and private donors for this  contribution, UNICEF 

calls for additional contributions to fill the current 81% gap-  without 

which it will not be able to provide life-saving assistance to vulnerable 

children in Mali. 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  

The humanitarian situation in the country is still extremely fragile and 

complex, characterised by the presence of non-state armed groups with 

an extension of insecurity along the borders in the Liptako Gourma countries (Burkina Faso and Niger), recurrent 

inter-communal conflicts, increased crimes, the presence of improvised explosive devices, violence, particularly in 

the northern and central regions, attacks against national and international armed forces as well as against 

humanitarian organizations. Although humanitarian access is a major challenge in Mali, there were encouraging signs 

of improvement in January 2020 following negotiation and community acceptance actions jointly conducted by 

UNICEF, OCHA UNDSS and other agencies. Four non-escorted missions were carried out in areas that had not been 

visited for long periods, notably in Ber, Goundam, Niafounké (Timbuktu region) as well as in Douentza and Djenné in 

the Mopti region.  

The country counts 207,751 internally displaced persons (as of December 31, 2019) fleeing the insecurity  and 

intercommunal conflicts, concentrated  in the northern and central regions (Gao, Mopti, Segou and Timbuktu).As of 

January 2020, 1,151 schools (against 1,113 in December 2019) were  non functionning, affecting 345,300 children. A 

critical food insecurity is on-going in Mali that could affect the already severe nutritional crisis: based on the “cadre 

harmonisé” exercise conducted in November 2019, an estimated 1,117,000 persons will be affected by food insecurity 

between June and August 2020. 

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition  

In January 2020, 9,902 under five severe acute malnutrition children- representing about  6 % of the 166,154  cases 

expected in 2020 were treated. The performance of the programme remains in the recommended standards: cured 

rate 92.5% (target >75%), (target <10%), defaulter rate is 7,3% (target <15%). This performance is achieved in 

partnership with the NGOs:COOPI, IEDA, GAAS Mali and IMC.The Final results of the 2019 Nutrition SMART survey 

are available and show that compared to 2018, the SAM rate (2%), and the GAM rate (10%) are stable. However, the 

GAM rates exceed the 10% alert threshold in 5 regions of northern Mali Menaka (15.3%), Timbuktu (13.1%), Gao 

(11.6%), Kidal (11%) and Taoudenit (11%), while SAM rates are above the 2% emergency threshold in Menaka (2.4%) 

and Timbuktu (2.5%). Adding to this situation, the November “cadre harmonisé” exercise  predicts a major food 

insecurity that will affect about 1,117,001 persons between June and August 2020 with a potential impact on the acute 

malnutrition situation.  

 

Health  

Taking into account the risks of introduction and spread of the Coronavirus (nCoV) in Mali, the Ministry of Public 

Health has developed a proposal for an Action Plan on the prevention and control of the disease costed at US$ 2.3 

million and focused towards four main areas: i) Prevention, ii) Communication, iii) Capacity building and iv)  

UNICEF Field Structure in Mali  
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Prevention and case management . UNICEF was instrumental in the finalization of this plan and is positioned on 

several activities across all the axes proposed  included and not limited to awareness and communication activities, 

hygiene reinforcement in health facilities and communities, support to health care activities. 

 

WASH  

UNICEF supported the government of Mali in assisting the population affected by the crises in the centre and northern 

regions through the Regional Technical Services (the Directorates of Hydraulic, Directorates of Social Development 

and Solidarity Economy, Directorates of Civil Protection). 12,072 people (6,398 children) in Mopti, Gao, Kidal, 

Timbuktu and Taoudenit regions benefited through short-term emergency kits distribution including water 

treatment products. In addition, 400 people gained access to safe water through the rehabilitation and construction 

of 1 water points through boreholes equipped with hand pumps. In total ,some 12,472 people benefited from both 

temporary and permanent drinking water services in Mopti, Gao region and Kidal regions. These results were 

achieved in partnership with UNICEF and its  implementing partners including the NGOs NRC, IMADEL (Initiative 

Malienne d'Appui au Développement local), TASSAGHT, Solidarités Internationale (SI). 

 

Education  

In January 2020, a total of 1,151 schools were non-functional affecting 345,300 and 6,906 teachers. Mopti remains the 

region with the highest number of non-functional schools: 647 followed by 157 in Timbuktu. However, the northern 

parts of Segou region experience the highest increase in the number of non-functional schools: from 60 in December 

2019 to 108 in January2020. In the continuity of the efforts engaged since the last quarter of 2019 to facilitate the 

reopening of schools, UNICEF and its implementing partners mobilized local communities in accordance with the 

Education Cluster Strategy and by this succeeded to reopen 38 schools in January 2020 (9 in Gao, 21 in Mopti, 3 in 

Segou and 5 in Timbuktu) allowing 11,400 children  to continue their learning process, and thus upholding their right 

to education . In the region of Mopti, 648 internally displaced children have been reintegrated into formal education. 

UNICEF in corporation with implementing partners IMADEL, NRC and IEDA Relief, managed to shift 9 Community 

Learning Centres (CLC) into 9 schools, giving 494 children access to formal education in the region of Timbuktu, while 

07 other CLC have been closed in the Niafunké circle, depriving 345 children of education. Furthermore, in January 

2020, the education sector in Mali was still marked by 3 weeks  strike of teachers. 

Child Protection  

During the reporting period UNICEF and partners reached 2,500 children (1,327 girls) with psychosocial support in 

Mopti, Segou, Timbuktu, Kidal, Menaka and Bamako. UNICEF and its partners identified 51 children released from 

armed forces and non-state armed groups -over the 116 children identified by the Child Protection sub-cluster in 

January 2020- including 41 in Menaka, 8 in Timbucktu  and 2 in Mopti . Among those children 18 girls experienced 

sexual violence during their association. 39 boys associated with armed forces and non-state armed groups (released 

and identified in previous months) and 46 unaccompanied and separated children (16 girls) received holistic interim 

care and protection services. UNICEF has expanded its MRM coverage (Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism (MRM) 

on grave violations of children's rights in situations of armed conflict) to Segou and provided MRM training to its 

implementing partners in Segou and Mopti.  In Menaka and Timbuktu, UNICEF provided holistic assistance to 14 

survivors of sexual violence (all girls), including medical reference, psychosocial support and judicial support.   

 

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  

As part of the Peace Building Fund (PBF) project in Mopti region, UNICEF contributed in peace building promotion 
skills of 1,012 adolescents young farmers and breeders ( 505 girls and 507 boys in 5 communes through the traditional 
education system "do 'kayidara". In turn, those trained people will use their skills to facilitate  community awareness 
sessions on peace and social cohesion. In addition, 964 adolescents (492 girls) were trained in conflict and pastoral 
risks management in the Timbuktu region. This will help to strengthen inter community dialogue and social cohesion. 
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Furthermore, UNICEF supported (through the Direction Regionale de Developpement Economique et Social, Cinema 
Numerique Ambulant, ANCD, and the Federation Malienne des Associations et Centre UNESCO) the organisation of  
intergenerational discussions and educational talks on positive mascunility and on the UNSC 1325  Resolution in 25 
communes of Mopti and Segou. Community radios continued to  broadcast key messages including motivating 
women participation in the peace building processes 

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy  
 
The Ministry of Health and Social Affairs and the Ministry of Solidarity are both line Ministries which coordinate 

humanitarian action with support of the Humanitarian Country Team. UNICEF is leading 3 clusters (WASH, Nutrition 

and Education) and sub-cluster (Child Protection) and participating in Inter-cluster coordination forum at national 

and subnational levels.   

In line with the inter-agency humanitarian strategy to save lives and protect affected populations, in 2020, UNICEF 

will address the urgent needs of the most vulnerable populations in crisis-affected regions in Mali, while 

strengthening the linkages between humanitarian action and development programming and prioritizing 

community-based approaches 

UNICEF will continue to work with line Ministries along with the National Civil Protection Directorate to strengthen 

their capacities to better plan, coordinate and implement preparedness and response activities.  

UNICEF in Mali, with partners, will contribute to strengthen the national health and nutrition systems to deliver 

emergency services, including the provision of water and sanitation package, the management of SAM cases, 

measles vaccination, providing psychosocial support to conflict-affected children. UNICEF will promote the 

continuity of education through community mobilization, community learning centers and the provision of school 

supplies, reinforce the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism and support the release of children from armed forces 

and groups, and providing girl survivors of gender-based violence with community care and socio-economic 

reintegration.  

 

Human Interest Stories and External Media  
 

• News feature and photo story in El Pais (Spain) on the humanitarian situation in Mopti 

• Press release on the humanitarian situation in the Sahel and press coverage in VOA, Le Point, France24, La 
Croix as well as hundreds of other media worldwide 

• Tweets on the humanitarian situation in Mali by the Executive Director and the Deputy Executive Director of 
UNICEF 

Next SitRep: 29 February 2020 
 

UNICEF Mali Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/     

UNICEF Mali Twitter: https://twitter.com/unicefmali 

UNICEF Mali Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/Mali.html 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Who to contact 

for further 

information: 

Lucia Elmi 

Representative 

UNICEF Mali 

Tel: (+ 223) 44 97 69 69 

Email:lelmi@unicef.org 

 
 

Felix Ackebo  

Deputy Representative,  

UNICEF Mali  

Tel: (+223) 75 99 54 44  

Email: 

Fackebo@UNICEF.org  

Anne Daher Aden  

Chief of Field Ops and 

Emergency,  

UNICEF Mali  

Tel: (+223) 75 99 62 50  

Email: Adaheraden@UNICEF.org  

 
 

https://elpais.com/elpais/2020/01/22/planeta_futuro/1579695054_956596.html
https://elpais.com/elpais/2020/01/22/album/1579696500_585444.html#foto_gal_6
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/nearly-5-million-children-will-need-humanitarian-assistance-central-sahel-year
https://www.voanews.com/africa/unicef-children-suffer-violence-surges-sahel
https://www.lepoint.fr/afrique/ce-sort-douloureux-fait-aux-enfants-par-le-terrorisme-dans-le-sahel-28-01-2020-2360014_3826.php
https://www.france24.com/fr/20200128-sahel-unicef-rapport-enfants-victimes-violences-mali-burkina-niger
https://www.la-croix.com/Monde/Afrique/Cinq-millions-denfants-besoin-dune-assistance-humanitaire-immediate-Sahel-2020-01-29-1201074917
https://www.la-croix.com/Monde/Afrique/Cinq-millions-denfants-besoin-dune-assistance-humanitaire-immediate-Sahel-2020-01-29-1201074917
https://twitter.com/unicefchief/status/1218609254317395970?s=20
https://twitter.com/CharlottePetriG/status/1222265971706159104?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/
https://twitter.com/unicefmali
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/Mali.html
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Annex A 

Funding Status 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 

Year 
Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  20,500,000 6,015,865 1,754,071 12,730,064 62% 

WASH 14,400,000                             -    357,842 14,042,158 98% 

Health 1,600,000 0 120,613 1,479,387 92% 

Child Protection 4,850,000 0 1,232,416 3,617,584 75% 

Education 9,000,000 0 34,326 8,965,674 100% 

Cluster Coordination  1,500,000                             -    348,294 1,151,706 77% 

Total 51,850,000 6,015,865 3,847,562 41,986,573 81% 

 

  


