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Situation in Numbers 
4,300,000  
people in need 

(OCHA Mali HNO January 2020) 

 

2,427,000  
children in need of humanitarian 

assistance 

(OCHA Mali HNO January 2020) 

 

239,484 
Internally displaced people 

(Commission of Movement of 

Populations Report,31 March 2020) 
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UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 
 

 

 

*Funding available includes carry-over and funds 

received in the current year. 

Highlights 

 A  case of poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) was detected  in Menaka in northen 

Mali. Followup actions are being taken by the Ministry of Health with support 

from UNICEF and WHO.  

 39,943 under five severe acute malnutrition children were treated 

representing about 24 % of the 166,529 cases expected in 2020. 

 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all schools in Mali have been closed since 

March 18th, 2020, affecting 3.8 million school children. 

 4,261 children (2,039 girls) reached with psychosocial support in Mopti, 

Segou, Timbuktu, Kidal, Ménaka regions and Bamako district. 

 UNICEF provided short term emergency distribution of household water 

treatment and hygiene kits as well as sustainable water supply services to 

39,234 people (35,634 for temporary access and 3,600 for sustainable access) 

as 30th of April 2020 in central and northern regions. 

 

 

UNICEF Appeal 2020 

US$ 51,85 million 
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Funds Received 
$ 10.8 M (21%)

Carry-
forward, $ 
3.8M (7%)

Funding gap
$ 37.1 M 

(72%)
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Funding Overview and Partnerships  
 

In 2020, UNICEF appeals for US$ 52 million to meet the humanitarian needs of childen in Mali to facilitate access to 

quality basic social services and protection of children affected by the crisis. As of 30 April  2020, US$14,72 million 

(28,39% of the appeal) were available  – including US$3.8 million carried from 2019 received funding. UNICEF also 

requires $24,2 million to respond effectively and efficiently to the COVID-19  pandemics  and ensure lifesaving 

programmes for the ongoing humanitarian needs and to sustain the investments realized until now. While expressing 

its deeps gratitude to all public and private donors for this contribution, UNICEF calls for additional contributions to 

fill the current 72 % gap- without which it will not be able to provide life-saving assistance to vulnerable children in 

Mali whose needs will increase due to the impact of Covid-19 epidemic on the most vulnerable children.  

 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  

  

The COVID-19 epidemic is expanding in the country. As of end April, 

490 cases were confirmed (of whom 1.2% of under five children) in 8 

regions-including 16 cases imported- with 26 deaths reported (death 

rate at 5,30%).  

UNICEF, in collaboration with WHO and partners is actively 

supporting the Government  in the implementation of the national 

response plan and is engaged on several activities across all the 

priority areas i.e  risk  communication, hygiene reinforcement in 

health facilities and communities, support to health care activities, 

support IPC, support access to education. Schools remained closed 

during the month of April in accordance with the measures taken by 

the Government affecting 3.8 million children. 

 

A case vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) was confirmed in  Menaka region.  The country is in a state of alert 

as the the risk of spread of this virus is high. As response,  the Government and Global Polio Eradication Initiative  

partners (WHO, UNICEF, BMGF,GAVI) are organizing an immunization campaign in the affected region. In the 

meantime   epidemiological surveillance is being  reinforced.   

82 suspected cases of measles were notified in the northern and central regions of which 21 were confirmed through 

laboratory tests. The Ministry of health (MOH) and its partners including UNICEF in front line, organized mass 

immunisation campaign in the affected regions. 

 

The humanitarian situation in the country is still extremely fragile and complex, characterised by the presence of non-

state armed groups with an extension of insecurity along the borders in the Liptako Gourma countries (Burkina Faso 

and Niger), recurrent inter-communal conflicts, increased crimes, the presence of improvised explosive devices, 

violence, particularly in the northern and central regions, attacks against national and international armed forces as 

well as against humanitarian organizations. 

 

The country counts 239,484 internally displaced persons (as of March 30, 2020) 1 , fleeing the insecurity  and 

intercommunal conflicts, concentrated  in the northern and central regions (Gao, Mopti, Segou and Timbuktu).  

 

                                                   

 
1 This is the latest published CMP report. CMP report for April is  till waited 

 UNICEF Field Structure in Mali  
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A critical food insecurity is on-going in Mali that could affect the already severe nutritional crisis: based on the “cadre 

harmonisé” exercise conducted in March 2020, more than 3.5 million people are food insecure including 760,000 in 

severe food insecurity, an increase of 128% compared to the period March-May 2019; 5 million people are projected 

to be food insecure during the 2020 lean season (June-August) of which, more than 1.3 million will be severely food 

insecure, i.e. an increase of 107% compared to  2019. 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition  

In collaboration with the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs through the Nutrition sub-Directorate (at national level), 

Regional and District health teams and several NGOs, UNICEF supported the treatment of 39,943 under five severe 

acute malnutrition children -about 24 % of the 166,529  cases expected in 2020- in the country.  In addition, 184,613  

0-2 years old children were reached by Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF)  activities nationwide. 

 

In the context of COVID 19, the SAM burden  is being revised. The Nutrition Cluster estimates an increase from 

166,154 to 188,053 cases by the end of the year. This new figure is being  validated by the Ministry of Health. To ensure 

adequate coverage of SAM prevention and treatment in the hard to reach districts of central and northern Mali- in 

order to implement an integrated package composed with Nutrition, Health, WASH interventions-, UNICEF entered 

into partenrship agreements with the NGOs  COOPI, IMC and ACTED.  During the reporting period UNICEF received 

$1,2 million  from the CERF and $1,05 million from ECHO . These funds are being used for  interventions on the 

prevention and the integrated management of acute malnutrition and to integrate the required prevention measures 

related to the COVID-19 pandemic into the response. 

 

Health  

Some 48,102 children under one year received measles vaccine in northern and central region (Mopti, Timbuktu, Gao, 

Kidal, Taoudenit and Menaka), including 140 children in Internal Desplaced sites in  Mopti region.  Following the  

detection of one case of poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2)  in Menaka, 41,214 three doses of polio vaccine were 

administered in northern region (Timbuktu, Gao, Kidal, Taoudenit and Menaka). Those immunization activities were 

achieved in partnership with the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs through deconcentrated health services. 

The Minitry of Health and Social Affairs  and the Global polio eradication initiative partners (WHO, UNICEF, BMGF, 

GAVI) are working together to  provide an appropriate response which will be focused on the organization of a special 

immunization campaign in the affected region, strengthning of epidemiological surveillance.  

In the context of COVID-19 pandemic, immunization activities are implemented through fixed centres and mobile 

teams with observation of social distancing and precautional measures i.e.  wearing  personal protective equipment, 

hand washing as well as the use of hydroalcoholic gels. 

   

In Mopti region, the response to the haemorrhagic fever Crime Congo outbreak -which was reported in February 

2020- continued through communitybased surveillance by the CHW and relays. No new cases have been reported 

over April 2020.  

  

  

WASH 

 

UNICEF supported the Government of Mali in assisting the population affected by the crises in the centre and 

northern regions, through the Regional Technical Services (the Directorates of Hydraulic, Directorates of Social 

Development and Solidarity Economy, Directorates of Civil Protection). In total 35,634 people (19,153 children) in 

Mopti, Gao, Kidal, Timbuktu and Taoudenit regions benefited through short-term emergency kits distribution 

including water treatment products.  39,234 people (21,088 children) from both temporary and permanent drinking 
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water services in Mopti, Gao, Kidal, Timbuktu and Taoudenit regions. These results were achieved in partnership with 

implementing partners including the NGOs NRC, IMADEL (Initiative Malienne d’Appui au Développement local), 

TASSAGHT, Solidarités Internationale (SI). 

 

 

Education  

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Government has closed all schools in Mali for an initial period of 3 weeks which 

was extended during the whole month of April affecting 3,8 million of children. Almost all projects within the 

Education Cluster, including UNICEF’s projects, have been put on hold or have been revised to reflect the needs of 

distance learning and / or preparation of the reopening of schools. Several projects that integrate access to continued 

learning and to support the preparation of reopening of schools in a protective environment are being developed in 

response to the COVID-19 situation and schools’ closure. UNICEF and the Working Group under the leadership of the 

National Directorate of Basic Education have developed draft guidelines for school safety on the COVID-19 

prevention and control protocol and a guide for the implementation of small-group activities including protective 

measures in schools.  

UNICEF supported in collaboration with implementing partners, the construction of five improved learning spaces in 

the Mopti region that will serve as classrooms to be ready for the reopening of schools and to incorporate educational 

activities 

 

 

Child Protection  

 

During the reporting period UNICEF and partners reached 4,261 children (2,039 girls) with psychosocial support in 

Mopti, Segou, Timbuktu, Kidal, Ménaka and Bamako. Moreover, 55 children (8 girls) released from armed forces and 

armed groups in Ménaka, Mopti, Ségou, and Timbuktu were reached with holistic support including medical and 

psychosocial care, shelter, food and family reunification. Out these children, 51 were reached with socio-economic 

reintegration support including income generating activities and vocational training. A total of 51 unaccompanied 

and separated children (19 girls) received holistic interim care and protection services by UNICEF and implementing 

partners including COOPI, Peace One Day, SOLISA, GARDL and Kanuya. The Child Protection Sub-Cluster also 

contributes to inter-sectoral processes such as the Global Humanitarian Response Plan and the Mali COVID19 

response plan.  

Restriction of movements due to COVID19 remains a challenge that hampers humanitarian activities especially those 

requiring  gathering 0f people such as awareness raising campaign on child protection, as well as recreative and 

psychosocial activities. Another challenge that restrains child protection activities is the limited humanitarian access 

due to unstable and deteriorated  security situation in central and northern Mali. 

 

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  

 

In April, UNICEF continued to implement C4D activities around the Second Decade for Peace project in the regions 

of Mopti and Tombouctou with a focus on strengthening the culture of peace in communities. 1, 524 young volunteers 

of UNICEF’ s partner on the project (the NGO Action Mopti) visited 3,960 households and sensitized 11,921 people in 

7 townships including 2,384 women and 3,642 girls. 

In Tombouctou region, 182 girls were trained through the Do’Kaydara traditional training which is a synthesis of 

several traditional models of education and training that have taken place in sedentary and semi-nomadic 

communities in West Africa, to sensitize adolescents and young people on extreme forms of abuse and violence, in 

particular targeting adolescents, young girls and boys and women. Thanks to this traditional education system, 

adolescents and young girls and boys who are primarily affected by the current crisis in the Northern part of Mali will 

develop a more acute awareness of the foundations of the Nation and the “Living together”. 
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In addition, five community radios have broadcasted 60 radio programmes on peace and social cohesion. 

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy  

 
The Ministry of Health and Social Affairs and the Ministry of Solidarity are both line Ministries which coordinate 

humanitarian action with support of the Humanitarian Country Team. UNICEF is leading 3 clusters (WASH, Nutrition 

and Education) and sub-cluster (Child Protection) and participating in Inter-cluster coordination forum at national 

and subnational levels. The Humanitarian Country Team has started the process of Mid-year revision of the HRP, a 

bit sooner than expected, due to COVID-19 pandemic. 

In line with the inter-agency humanitarian strategy to save lives and protect affected populations, in 2020, UNICEF 

will address the urgent needs of the most vulnerable populations in crisis-affected regions in Mali, while 

strengthening the linkages between humanitarian action and development programming and prioritizing 

community-based approaches 

UNICEF continues to work with line Ministries along with the National Civil Protection Directorate to strengthen their 

capacities to better plan, coordinate and implement preparedness and response activities. 

UNICEF in Mali, with partners, contributes to strengthen the national health and nutrition systems to deliver 

emergency services, including the provision of water and sanitation package, the management of SAM cases, 

measles vaccination, providing psychosocial support to conflict-affected children. UNICEF continues to promote the 

continuity of education through community mobilization, community learning centers and the provision of school 

supplies, reinforce the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism and support the release of children from armed forces 

and groups, and providing girl survivors of gender-based violence with community care and socio-economic 

reintegration. 

Human Interest Stories and External Media  

 New human interest story on severe acute malnutrition in Timbuktu 

 Photo story on severe acute malnutrition in Mopti 
 Press release on the arrival of vital nutrition and health supplies in Mali 

 Statement on the impact of COVID-19 on children’s rights and related interviews 

 RFI report on remote learning in Mali 
 

Next SitRep:  30 May 2020 
 

UNICEF Mali Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/     

UNICEF Mali Twitter: https://twitter.com/unicefmali 

UNICEF Mali Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/Mali.html 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Who to contact 

for further 

information: 

Lucia Elmi 

Representative 

UNICEF Mali 

Tel: (+ 223) 44 97 69 69 

Email:lelmi@unicef.org 

 
 

Felix Ackebo  

Deputy Representative,  

UNICEF Mali  

Tel: (+223) 75 99 54 44  

Email: 

Fackebo@UNICEF.org  

Anne Daher Aden  

Chief of Field Ops and 

Emergency,  

UNICEF Mali  

Tel: (+223) 75 99 62 50  

Email: Adaheraden@UNICEF.org  

 
 

https://www.unicef.org/mali/en/stories/overcoming-odds
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/field-blogs/photos/getting-malnourished-children-mali-road-recovery_en
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/european-union-and-government-denmark-support-unicef-shipping-vital-supplies-mali
https://www.unicef.org/mali/communiqu%C3%A9s-de-presse/ne-permettons-pas-que-les-enfants-soient-les-victimes-cach%C3%A9es-de-la-pand%C3%A9mie
http://niarela.net/interviews/eliane-luthi-cheffe-de-la-communication-de-luniceef-au-mali-il-est-plus-que-jamais-essentiel-que-cette-crise-sanitaire-ne-se-transforme-pas-en-crise-de-droits-de-l
http://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20200416-coronavirus-afrique-ouest-centre-difficult%C3%A9-enseignement-distance
https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/
https://twitter.com/unicefmali
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/Mali.html
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 
 

 

  UNICEF and IPs Response Cluster/Sector Response 

Sector 
Overall 

needs 
2020 target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since last 

report 

▲▼ 

2020 target 
Total 

results* 

Change since 

last report 

▲▼ 

Nutrition        

Number of children under 5 
years affected by Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted 
for treatment 

166154 194,000 39,943 8,809 166,154 39,943 8,809 

Number of Caregivers of 

children reached with infant 

and young child feeding 

counselling (M/F) 

558,212 110,000 0 0 150,000 0 0 

Health        

# children under 5 vaccinated 

against measles 
NA 806,000 92,021 48,102    

# children under five reached 

each round of polio 

campaign in northern regions 

NA 1,400,000 74,536 41,214    

WASH        

#  People accessing a sufficient 

quantity of safe water  

for drinking, cooking and 

personal hygiene  

953,103 406,750 39,234 426 953,103 

 

93,977 

 

 

13,890 

 

# people accessing appropriate 

sanitation facilities 
50,000 40,000 2,900 0 50,000 

 

11,995 

 

 

1,069 

 

# Children accessing WASH 

facilities in learning 

environments 
210,000 20,000 0 0 210,000 

 

5,530 

 

 

1,120 
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# SAM child receiving a WASH 

kit and hygiene promotion 

session 
57,853 2,000 700 250 57,853 1,745 297 

Child Protection        

# Children accessing 

psychosocial support, 

including in child-friendly 

spaces and other safe 

spaces 

1,028,475 

160,000 

 
12,976 4,261 240,000 14,673 4,389 

# Children separated from 

armed groups accessing 

socio-economic 

reintegration support 

400 

 
115 51 500 119 51 

# Unaccompanied and 

separated children 

accessing family-based care 

or appropriate alternative 

services 

600 

 
237 51 900 277 75  

# women and children 

accessing GBV response 

interventions 

400 79 55 Na na N/A  

Education        

# Children accessing formal 

and non-formal education 
564,327 90,000 6,231 0 333,1782 32,062 0 

# Children receiving individual 

learning materials  
564,327 90,000 3,759 0 237,984 30,811 0 

* Table footnotes. 

 

                                                   

 
2 The cluster targets were updated and aligning  with HRP 2020 as well as the cluster results. These results correspond to the first 

quarter of 2020.  
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Annex B 

Funding Status* 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 

Year 
Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  20,500,000 8,406,115 1,754,071 10,339,814 50% 

WASH 14,400,000              464,000  357,842 13,578,158 94% 

Health 1,600,000 214,000 120,613 1,265,387 79% 

Child Protection 4,850,000 1,148,387 1,232,416 2,469,197 51% 

Education 9,000,000 496,700 34,326 8,468,974 94% 

Cluster Coordination  1,500,000               143,793  348,294 1,007,913 67% 

Total 51,850,000 10,872,996 3,847,562 37,129,443 72% 

* As defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 30/07/2019 for a period of 6 month 

 

 


