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Situation in Numbers 
4,300,000  
people in need 

(OCHA Mali HNO January 2020) 

 

2,427,000  
children in need of humanitarian 

assistance 

(OCHA Mali HNO January 2020) 

 

250,9981 
Internally displaced people (National 

Directorate of Social Development - DNDS. 

 Matrix for Monitoring Displacement (DTM),31 April 2020) 

 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    

Mali 
Humanitarian 

Situation Report 

No. 5 

 

Reporting Period: 1rst to 31 May 2020 

 

UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 
 

 

 

*Funding available includes carry-over and funds 

received in the current year. 

Highlights 
 1,265 cases of COVID-19 are reported in nine regions (out of 10) as well as 

in the district of Bamako as of 31 st May 2020. 

 9,218 under five severe acute malnutrition children were treated in 

March, 41,169 cases since January representing 30per cent of 

the 166,529 initial cases expected in 2020. 

 5,008 children (2,579 girls and 2,429 boys) with psychosocial support in 

Mopti, Ségou, Timbuktu, Kidal, Ménaka and Bamako, representing 15per 

cent increase in comparison to the previous period. 

 UNICEF provided short term emergency distribution of household water 

treatment and hygiene kits as well as sustainable water supply services to 

48,720 people (45,120 for temporary access and 3,600 for sustainable 

access) as 31th of May 2020 in Mopti, Gao, Kidal, Timbuktu and Taoudenit 

regions. 

 5,057 children under one year received measles vaccine and 2,814 three 

doses of polio vaccine in northern and central region (Mopti, Timbuktu, 

Gao, Kidal, Taoudenit and Menaka. 

 

UNICEF Appeal 2020 

US$ 51,85 million 
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Funding Overview and Partnerships  
 

In 2020, UNICEF is appealing for US$ 52 million to meet the humanitarian needs of children in Mali to facilitate access 

to quality basic social services and protect children affected by the crisis. As of 31 May 2020, US$15,926,303 (31 per 

cent   of the appeal) were available  – including US$3,847,562 carried over from funds  received in 2019. UNICEF also 

requires $24,2 million to respond effectively and efficiently to the COVID-19  pandemics  (with significant funding 

needs in Education, WASH and health) and  ensure lifesaving programmes to adress  the ongoing humanitarian needs 

and to sustain the investments realized untill now. While expressing its deeps gratitude to all public and private 

donors for this contribution (the Spanish Committee for UNICEF, the CERF, ECHO, the Gobal Humanitarian 

Funds,The Governments of the USA,  of  Spain,of the Czech Republic,Sweden, Canada, Switzerland and the United 

Kingdom) , UNICEF calls for additional contributions to fill the current 68 per cent gap- without which it will not be 

able to provide life-saving assistance to vulnerable children in Mali whose needs will increase due to the impact of the 

COVID-19 pandemicpandemic, especially for  the most vulnerable children.  

 

 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  

  

1,265 cases of COVID have been  reported in nine regions (out of 10) 

as well as in the district of Bamako as of 31  May 2020. The pandemic 

has caused 77 deaths (fatality  rate  6.1 per cent).  

UNICEF, in collaboration with WHO and partners is actively 

supporting the Government to  implement the national response 

plan and is engaged in  activities across all  priority areas including   

risk  communication, hygiene reinforcement in health facilities and 

communities, support to health care activities, Infection Prevention 

and Control (IPC) support , and support to access to education, In 

accordance with the measures taken by the Government, schools 

remained closed during the month of May affecting 3.8 million 

children. The  Ministry of Education has announced that schools will 

reopen in June 2020, but only for children in exam classes. 

 

116 suspected cases of measles ( 34 cases in May) were notified in the northern and central regions of which 76 were 

confirmed through laboratory tests. The Ministry of Health and Social Affiars and its partners including UNICEF are 

implementing mass immunisation campaign in the affected regions. 

 

As a case of vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) was detected in April in  Menaka region with a high risk of 

propagation of the virus, the Government and the Global Polio Eradication Initiative Partners (WHO, UNICEF, 

BMGF,GAVI) are organizing an immunization campaign in the affected region.  

 

The humanitarian situation in Mali  is still extremely fragile and complex and is  characterized by the presence of non-

state armed groups  and  on-going insecurity along the borders in the Liptako Gourma countries (Burkina Faso and 

Niger), recurrent inter-communal conflicts, increased crimes, the presence of improvised explosive devices, violence, 

particularly in the northern and central regions, and attacks against national and international armed forces as well 

as against humanitarian organizations. 

 

 UNICEF Field Structure in Mali  
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Mali records  250,998 internally displaced persons (as of 30April, 2020)1, who are fleeing  insecurity  and 

intercommunal conflicts that are concentrated  in the northern and central regions (Gao, Mopti, Segou and 

Timbuktu).  

 

A critical food insecurity situation is on-going in Mali which could exacerbate the already severe nutritional crisis: 

based on the “cadre harmonisé” exercise conducted in March 2020, more than 3.5 million people are considered food 

insecure including 760,000 experiencing   severe food insecurity, an increase of 128 per cent compared to the period 

March-May 2019; 5 million people are projected to be food insecure during the 2020 lean season (June-August) of 

which, more than 1.3 million will be severely food insecure, i.e. an increase of 107 per cent compared to  2019. In the 

context of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Nutrition Cluster has revised the  acute malnutrition burden estimate which 

has increased from 166,000 to 188,000. 

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition  

In collaboration with the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs through the Nutrition sub-Directorate (at national level), 

Regional and District health teams and several NGOs (COOPI, IEDA, GAAS Mali, ALIMA and IMC), UNICEF supported 

the treatment  of 9,218 children under five with severe and acute malnutrition in May, and 49,161 in total  since 

January, which represents  about 30 per cent of the 166,529 initial caseload expected in 2020. In addition, 79,156 

caregivers of children were  reached with infant and young child feeding counselling. 

 

To ensure the continuity of nutrition services in the context of  COVID-19, three -month stock  of nutritional  supplies 

have been pre-positionned at district level. In parallel, fast-tracking of the roll-out of community-based approaches 

for the prevention, detection and treatment of acute malnutrition, including,  training of community health workers 

for management of uncomplicated cases of acute malnutrition and teaching mothers to screen their children for 

acute malnutrition at home are being undertaken. 

 

Health  

 

55 cases of measles have been confirmed by laboratory tests in central and northern Mali. In response, the Ministry 

of Health and Social Affairs through its deconcentrated health services and with the support of UNICEF, vaccinated 

11,745 children under one year against measles -including 176 displaced children- in the affected regions. As part of 

the response to the CDPV2 outbreak in the Menaka region, a response plan was developed and.   7,748 children 

received three doses of polio vaccine in the neighbouring regions of Timbuktu, Gao, Kidal, Taoudenit and Menaka. 

The response to the polio outbreak is being led by the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs in partnership with   Global 

polio eradication initiative partners (WHO, UNICEF, BMGF, GAVI). 

In order to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 on routine immunization activities, UNICEF supported the Ministry of 

health and Social Affairs to develop a communication campaign in collaboration with the National Centre for Health 

Information, Education and Communication (CNIECS) aim at sensitizing and encouraging parents to enrol their 

children in immunization campaigns. Specific messages on EPI were broadcasted on community radios and relayed 

by volunteer community leaders and community health workers. This campaign included interviews on  some 

national and regional TV stations to share positive messages on immunization during the Covid-19 pandemic as well 

as the production of sketches to promote appropriate behaviours to  COVID-19 prevention. 

To ensure the continuity of health services during the COVID-19 pandemics, vaccines have been positioned in the 
regions of Koulikoro and Segou for the routine vaccination of 124,600 children under one-year of age.  In addition, 

                                                   
1 https://dnds.ml/DTM-Mali  
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medicines were delivered to Koulikoro, Segou, Timbuktu and Sikasso districts to contribute to the provision of quality 
care to 203, 400 people in health facilities.  
 

WASH 

 

UNICEF supported the Government of Mali in assisting crisis affected population in the centre and northern regions 

through the Regional Technical Services (the Directorates of Hydraulic, Directorates of Social Development and 

Economic Solidarity and the Directorates of Civil Protection). In total 45,120 people (24,252 children) in Mopti, Gao, 

Kidal, Timbuktu and Taoudenit regions benefited through short-term emergency kit distributions including water 

treatment products.  48,720 people (26,187 children) benefited from both temporary and permanent drinking water 

services in Mopti, Gao, Kidal, Timbuktu and Taoudenit regions. These results were achieved in partnership 

with UNICEF’s  implementing partners including the NGOs NRC, IMADEL (Initiative Malienne d'Appui au 

Développement local), TASSAGHT, Solidarités Internationale (SI). 

As part of the measures undertaken in the WASH sector to ensure the continuity of the response in the  Covid-19 

context and to address the “do not harm principle”, six partnership agreements with NGOs (GARDL, TASSAGHT, 

Alpha Log, AMPDR, Solidarite Plurielle, Water AID) have been finalized to integrate a minimum WASH COVID-19 

intervention package for health care facilities as well as for community level. 

 

 

Education  

 

As of 31 May 2020, all schools remained closed due to COVID-19. The Government announced the reopening of 

schools in June for the examination classes of primary, secondary (general and technical), technical and vocational 

education, plus Teacher Training Institutes.  

 

In May, UNICEF continued to work closely with the Ministry of Education and the Education Cluster members to 

finalize the national strategy on COVID-19. In order to be ready for the reopening of schools, UNICEF and Cluster 

Members developed a set of tools that  provides orientation on measures to be taken to avoid the risk of infection 

from COVID-19 in schools (COVID Protocol in schools), including a guide on psychosocial support and good hygiene 

in schools that will be an integral part of the hygiene kits for schools as part of joint efforts and enhanced collaboration 

with the WASH cluster and  the Child Protection sub-cluster 

UNICEF has received funding from CERF and ECW COVID-19 funds which are being used to implement the distance 

learning strategy in the context of COVID-19. Additional funding opportunities are being pursued for the Education 

sector  key axes of the COVID-19 response strategy i.e continuity of education (including distance learning) and 

support to the reopening of schools (protocols, hygiene kits and accelerated learning)”. 

 

Child Protection  

 

During the reporting period, UNICEF and partners reached 5,008 children (2,579 girls and 2,429 boys) with 

psychosocial support in Mopti, Ségou, Timbuktu, Kidal, Ménaka and Bamako. In addition, 35 boys released from 

armed forces and armed groups were reached with socio-economic reintegration support in Timbuktu, Mopti, 

Ménaka and Ségou regions. 28 of the 35 children benefitted from support around income generating activities and 

the remaining 8 children received vocational training. 34 other children associated with armed groups were identified 

and are currently receiving holistic support including shelter, food, medical and psychosocial care in Bamako district, 

Kidal, Ménaka and Mopti regions. Ten children (8 girls and two boys) survivors of Gender-Based Violence (GBV) were 

reached with services including medical and psychosocial support as well as family reunification.  

 

A total of 34 unaccompanied and separated children (17 girls) received holistic interim care and protection services 

provided by UNICEF and implementing partners including COOPI, AMSS, GARDL, Kanuya and the Gao Regional 

Directorate for the Promotion of Women, Children and Families (DRPFEF). An additional 95 unaccompanied and 
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separated children (39 girls) were identified by UNICEF partners and are  receiving holistic care. A total of 11 

allegations of grave violations against children including recruitment and use by are groups, abduction, killing and 

maiming and denial of humanitarian access, were recorded by UNICEF partners during the reporting period.  

  

Restriction of movements due to COVID-19 remains a challenge that hampers humanitarian activities. UNICEF is 

implementing new strategies to address these challenges and has equipped its partners to make sure COVID-19 

prevention measures are applied across all child protection activities.  This included the setting-up of mobile teams 

to carry out psychosocial activities in families or within the community with a maximum of 15 children, or the 

reorganization of recreational and psychosocial activities in child friendly spaces to a maximum of 15 children. Across 

all activities, the prevention measures including handwashing, social distancing, use of masks and thermometer to 

check temperature are strictly observed. Transit and orientation centres and other child protection services have been 

provided with the same protective measures and child protection staff have been trained on COVID-19 and 

prevention measures.  UNICEF is exploring ways to carry out awareness raising and provide psychosocial support 

using virtual platforms.  

   
 

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  

 

In May 2020, the Peace Building fund supported project continued to be implemented in the Mopti and Timbuktu 

regions. Through this project, UNICEF is supporting the national NGO Action Mopti for the implementation of 

awareness and community dialogue interventions around peace and social cohesion. During the month of May 5,792 

home visits in 7 municipalities (Kewa, Femaye, Pondori, Konna , Korombana, Diallobe and Mopti) were carried out  

reaching a total of 11872 people (Men: 2007; women: 2,863; boys: 3,246; girls: 3,756) . 

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy  

 
The Ministry of Health and Social Affairs and the Ministry of Solidarity are both line ministries responsible for 

coordinating humanitarian action with the support of the Humanitarian Country Team. UNICEF leads 3 clusters (the 

WASH, Nutrition and Education clusters, the Child Protection sub-cluster) and participates in the Inter-cluster 

coordination forum at national and subnational levels. A COVID-19 Humanitarian plan has been elaborated and a 

COVID-19Task Force has been instituted by the Humanitarian Country Team to orientate and coordinate   inter-

cluster activities, and the health cluster and humanitarian coordination structures engaged in the COVID-19 response. 

In line with the inter-agency humanitarian strategy to save lives and protect affected populations, in 2020, UNICEF 

will address the urgent needs of the most vulnerable populations in crisis-affected regions in Mali, while 

strengthening the linkages between humanitarian action and development programming and prioritizing 

community-based approaches 

UNICEF continues to work with line ministries along with the National Civil Protection Directorate to strengthen 

national capacities to better plan, coordinate and implement preparedness and response activities. 

UNICEF in Mali, with partners, contributes to strengthening the national health and nutrition systems to deliver 

emergency services, including the provision of water and sanitation package, the management of SAM cases, 

measles vaccination, and providing psychosocial support to conflict-affected children. UNICEF continues to promote 

the continuity of education through community mobilization, community learning centres and the provision of school 

supplies, reinforce the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism and support the release of children from armed forces 

and groups, and providing girl survivors of gender-based violence with community care and socio-economic 

reintegration. 

Human Interest Stories and External Media  
 Washington Post article on the possible aggravation of maternal and infant mortality in countries like Mali, 

with quotes from a midwife in Bougouni, Sikasso region 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the-global-child-mortality-rate-could-rise-for-the-first-time-in-more-than-60-years-experts-warn/2020/05/12/639ca660-93d8-11ea-87a3-22d324235636_story.html
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 Interview of Chief of communication and Mopti Head of office with “The Independent” daily newspaper on 
the COVID-19 in Mali with focus on a displaced child, Hamsa Bolly, raising awareness on 
prevention measures (not published yet) 

 New professional photos produced on our response to COVID-19, in IDP sites in Mopti, with child journalists 
and young actors for peace in Mopti, with health workers on neonatal health in Mopti and situation of 
children in the streets of Bamako. 

 3 new Human-Interest Stories produced on our response to COVID-19 in Mopti and Bamako (coming out 
soon on UNICEF global website) 

 

Next SitRep:  30 June 2020 
 

UNICEF Mali Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/     

UNICEF Mali Twitter: https://twitter.com/unicefmali 

UNICEF Mali Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/Mali.html 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 
 

 

  UNICEF and IPs Response Cluster/Sector Response 

Sector Overall needs 2020 target 
Total 

results* 

Change 

since last 

report 

▲▼ 

2020 target 
Total 

results* 

Change 

since last 

report 

▲▼ 

Nutrition        

Number of children 
under 5 years affected 
by Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) 
admitted for 
treatment 

194,000 166,154 49,161 9,218 166,154 49,161 9,218 

Who to contact 

for further 

information: 

Lucia Elmi 

Representative 

UNICEF Mali 

Tel: (+ 223) 44 97 69 69 

Email:lelmi@unicef.org 

 
 

Felix Ackebo  

Deputy Representative,  

UNICEF Mali  

Tel: (+223) 75 99 54 44  

Email: 

Fackebo@UNICEF.org  

Anne Daher Aden  

Chief of Field Ops and 

Emergency,  

UNICEF Mali  

Tel: (+223) 75 99 62 50  

Email: Adaheraden@UNICEF.org  

 
 

https://weshare.unicef.org/Share/oq5ku5c0607c2n64v2c48n842t78nae7
https://weshare.unicef.org/Share/nn63114ann8n2aa60pwb00acu62tefgg
https://weshare.unicef.org/Share/nn63114ann8n2aa60pwb00acu62tefgg
https://weshare.unicef.org/Share/4h5u402e7m80jsq3324x72lny2sg5tx5
https://weshare.unicef.org/Share/x640561gpuivno04268027uv74x13nkl
https://weshare.unicef.org/Share/x640561gpuivno04268027uv74x13nkl
https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/
https://twitter.com/unicefmali
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/Mali.html
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Number of Caregivers 

of children reached 

with infant and young 

child feeding 

counselling (M/F) 

558,212 110,000 79,1562   79,156 150,000 79,156  79,156 

Health        

# children under 5 

vaccinated against 

measles 

NA 806,000 103,766 11,745     

# children under five 

reached each round of 

polio campaign in 

northern regions 

NA 1,400,000 82,284 7,748    

WASH        

#  People accessing a 

sufficient quantity of 

safe water  

for drinking, cooking 

and personal hygiene  

953,103 406,750 48,720 9,486 953,103 139,600 45,623 

# people accessing 

appropriate sanitation 

facilities 
 50,000 40,000 5,550 2,650 50,000 35,036 23,041 

# Children accessing 

WASH facilities in 

learning environments 
210,000 20,000 0  210,000 5,880 350 

# SAM child receiving 

a WASH kit and 

hygiene promotion 

session 

57,853 2,000 700 0 57,853 2,532 787 

Child Protection        

# Children 

accessing 

psychosocial 

support, including 

in child-friendly 

spaces and other 

safe spaces 

1,028,475 
160,000 

 
17,984 5,008 240,000 19,777 5,104 

                                                   
2 From January to May, activities concerning Infant and Young Child Feeding (INFC) counseling reached 79,156 caregivers. Data were obtained 

only at the end of May. 

 



8 

 

# Children 

separated from 

armed groups 

accessing socio-

economic 

reintegration 

support 

400 

 
150 35 500 156 37 

# Unaccompanied 

and separated 

children accessing 

family-based care 

or appropriate 

alternative services 

600 

 
271 34 900 316 39  

# women and 

children accessing 

GBV response 

interventions 

400 89 10 N/A N/A N/A  

Education        

# Children accessing 

formal and non-

formal education 

564,327 90,000 6,231 0 333,178 

56,246 24,184 

# Children receiving 

individual learning 

materials  

564,327 90,000 

3,759 0 

237,984 

31,118 307 

* Table footnotes. 

 

Annex B 

Funding Status*; ** 
 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 

Year 
Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  20,500,000 8,406,115 1,754,071 10,339,814 50% 

WASH 14,400,000           982,465**  357,842 13,059,693 91% 

Health 1,600,000 116,091** 120,613 1,363,296 85% 

Child Protection 4,850,000 1,608,465** 1,232,416 2,009,119 41% 

Education 9,000,000 496,700 34,326 8,468,974 94% 

Cluster Coordination  1,500,000           468,906  348,294 682,800 46% 

Total 51,850,000 12,078,741 3,847,562 35,923,697 69% 

* As defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 01/001/2020 for a period of 6 months 

**   These figures supersede all information previously shared following verification and removal of duplication in the reporting of COVID-19 and HAC funding. 

 

 


