
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

The COVID-19 epidemic has expanded geographically with 389 confirmed cases in 8 

regions as of 26 April 2020 compared to 57 cases in 3 regions on April 7, 2020. 23 deaths 

have been reported. Among the difficulties identified for the response are the problems of 

the identification and follow up of contacts persons, the lack of protective materials and 

equipment in the healthcare facilities and the provision of medicines and consumables for 

the management of symptomatic cases t. In addition, there is a shortage of some hygiene 

and personnel protection equipment products (Calcium Hypochlorite, Hand washing 

dispositives and protective masks) on the market. Due to the contingencies and 

requirements related to the epidemic i.e. the distancing measures and rumors circulating 

regarding the vaccination, the polio campaign initially planned for April has been 

postponed to a later date. The Government has adopted a series of measures amounting 

to more than $830 million aimed at assisting the most vulnerable population as well as tax 

exemption measures for enterprises. The Government has also announced a special 

acquisition of 20 million washable masks which are to be distributed to the population. 

Furthermore, the closure of schools has been extended until 9 May. 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

Health  

UNICEF provided a batch of laboratory reagents and 
tests to the Ministry of Health for investigation and 
diagnosis of diseases associated to COVID-19. 
Additionally, sixteen tents were provided to the northern 
districts to expand the capacity of health care facilities 
especially in COVID-19 suspected cases isolation. 
Medical kits for the management of child cases of 
pneumonia were distributed in 14 health districts in 
Kayes and Segou regions. UNICEF already received an 
initial amount of 42,000 surgical masks which are 
progressively being delivered to the Ministry of Health 
and key response actors. Overall, UNICEF inititiated  
$1,3 million of local procurement which is being 
received. Furthermore UNICEF is doing Procurement 
Services at the demand of the Government for 
significant quantities of PPE and other medical 
equipment.  In collaboration with the Ministry of Health, 
WHO and other UN agencies, UNICEF is supporting the 
organization of a training of 368 health workers, 1,285 
community workers and 1,775 liaison agents in the 
regions of Sikasso, Kayes, Mopti and Gao. 

WASH  

UNICEF provided hygiene and protective materials (9 
ton of chlorine, 24,000 pieces of soap and 10,000 
surgical mask) to the Ministry of Health to be used in 5 
COVID treatment centers in Bamako.  
In addition, 100 Hand washing facilities, 3,024 pieces of 
soap, 90 plastic slabs, 15 tarpaulin (4mx50m) have 
been provide to 38 health care facilities in Kayes region. 
All these items will benefit to 170,300 people (87,000 
children).  

 

RCCE/C4D 

 
UNICEF is supporting the Government in coordindation 
with the UNCT, the EU Delegationand other key 
partners in implementing the RCCE communication 
plan. Awareness messages on COVID-19 are being 

broadcasted through 109 local and community radio 
stations. In the district of Bamako, an accelerated 
response plan is being implemented to promote barrier 
measures through the use of motorized vehicles. 
Religious leaders and other influential personalities are 
being called upon to engage and diffuse trusted 
information and fight against rumors and the 
stigmatization of affected people.  UNICEF is also 
supporting the use of community dialogue and 
engagement of community leaders: seven sessions of 
community dialogue have been organized in Kayes.  In 
the regions of Sikasso, Mopti and Gao, 81 young and 
adolescents (child journalists, parliamentarians, 
Regional Youth Council, Youth for Change Association, 
The Back to Scholl Ambassadors, U-reporters) were 
trained on preventive measure against COVID 19.  
 

Education 

As the Education cluster and Local Education Group 
lead, UNICEF continues to support the Ministry of 
Education (MoE) in coordination with UNESCO, the 
World Bank and the Education Cluster members to 
finalize the response strategy to ensure the continuous 
access to education. UNICEF and partners will support 
the Ministerial pedagogical committees to conduct an 
inventory of Malian and international ressources (for 
radio, televison, internet) available, highlight the link 
with malian curricula for validation and organize the 
implementation of distance learning in Mali. 
Discussions are ongoing with Child Protection to 
developp messages to be included in the distance 
learning modules. 
The MoE already started to broadcast lessons on TV for 
school aged children prioritizing the lessons for the 
children who will have to pass the exams. 
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Child protection 

UNICEF is working to identify and establish 
partnerships with Civil Society Organizations in 
collaboration with the State social services to ensure the 
provision of response to children affected by COVID. 
Three partners including an international NGO 
(COOPI) , a national organization (Samu Social Mali) as 
well as Governmental partners  (National Division for 
the Promotion of Children and Family (DNPEF), 
National Division for Social Development (DNDS) and 
their respective regional and local entities)  based 
respectively in Mopti, Bamako and Kayes have been 
selected to provide child protection services including 
psychosocial support and alternative care to children 
affected by COVID-19 or exposed to high risk of 
contamination. Furthermore, following a collaboration 
between UNICEF and the Regional Health Directorate, 
23 staff members (8 women) of the NGO (EDUCO)-a 
UNICEF partner for case management of physical and 
sexual violence against children in Mopti- were trained 
on the prevention of COVID-19. 

UNICEF contribution at field office level 

UNICEF's contributions to the response to the COVID-
19 epidemic in the regions are aligned with the National 
Plan as well as the Regional response plans for Covid-
19 in close collaboration with sub national 
Governmental and Administrative counterparts,  WHO,  
local ICC, Communities, Civil Society Organizations 
and several national and international NGOs. The total 
amount of financial support to the regional plans to date 
amounts to $ 393,000 to support prevention and 

response in the regions of Sikasso, Mopti, Kayes, 
Tombouctou, Gao as well as in the particularly hard- to- 
reach regions of Kidal and Menaka where UNICEF is 
one of the very few present actors engaged in the 
response.  In addition to the surveillance, prevention 
and case management, communication, prevention and 
control of infection, UNICEF is engaged  to support the 
authorities through the provision of a package of 
assistance (supply of tents, hand-washing devices, 
hydro-alcoholic gels, communication/awareness raising 
and support costs for staff) on 20 intra-regional and 
border corridors.  

 

Coordination 

UNICEF continues to actively participate  in the 
coordination mechanisms for the response in Mali by 
taking part in the activities  of  the Crisis Committee for 
Epidemic Management COVID-19 led by the National 
Institute of Public Health (INSP) for the overall 
coordination and the management of the national 
response as well as to the UNCT and the Humanitarian 
Country Team COVID-19 Task Force  which aims to 
coordinate and guide the work of the inter-cluster, 
health cluster and humanitarian coordination structures. 
At  regional level, UNICEF, through its five field offices 
supports the regional state authorities and is engaged 
in  the works of the Disaster Management Committees 
which are the main sub-national coordination 
frameworks for prevention and response against 
COVID-19 
 

 

 

Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 

Faced with the new context of COVID 19 that is rapidly evolving and the new needs that arise, UNICEF, in line with the 
Do No Harm principle, has initiated a process to integrate a minimum package of interventions on prevention and 
response to COVID into existing and future partnership agreements with the aim to mitigate partners and beneficiaries 
exposure to risks.  This approach guarantees a response to the Covid-19 epidemic while ensuring continuity in the 
implementation of the UNICEF programme and protecting the most vulnerable children from the impact of the 
coronavirus. In the WASH sector for instance, seven partnership agreements with NGOs (GARDL, ARDIL, TASSAGHT, 
Alpha Log, AMPDR, Solidarite Plurielle, Water AID) are being finalized to integrate a minimum WASH COVID-19 
intervention package for health care facilities as well as for community.  
In the Education sector, the challenge is high considering that all schools are closed, meaning that almost all activities 
initially planned cannot be delivered. In this context, UNICEF in collaboration with partners are supporting  the Ministry 
of Education for continuity of pedagogical activities - notably through the implementation of distance/home education 
opportunities -  and preparation of school reopening in a protection-sensitive environment in a way that  efforts done in 
this response will have a positive impact on overall humanitarian response and on regular programme. Under a systemic 

"COVID-informed Programming″, the Sectoral Work Plans 2020-2021 -which define the activities to be implemented 

on the CPD 2020-2024 in partnership with the Government and other partners- are reshaped to integrate prevention 
and response to COVID-19. 

 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

UNICEF requires $24,2 million to respond to the epidemics in Mali. $3,6 million (11 % of this requirement) has been 
mobilized both from internal resources and generous contributions  (from the Thematic funding, The Peace Building 
Funds, GAVI, CERF, ECW, GPE and the Governments of Germany, Italy and Sweden). Additional timely funding is 
needed to respond effectively and efficiently to the crisis and ensure lifesaving programmes for the ongoing humanitarian 
needs. 
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External Media 

- Interview of Chief of communication with “Le Républicain ” daily newspaper : https://malijet.com/actualite_internationale/241761-

eliane_luthi_chef_communication_unicef_mali_.html   

- Photos and social media posts on shipment of COVID-19 hand washing devices to regions: 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/posts/3169918716373214  
- Amplification of U-Report survey result on COVID-19 through social media channels: 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/photos/a.402545403110573/3177318585633227/?type=3&theater  

-Interview of COVID-19 focal point in Mopti by child journalists supported by UNICEF in the daily Newspaper “L’Essor”:  

https://lessor.site/dr-bakary-koniba-traore-point-focal-regional-covid-19-a-mopti-tout-le-monde-peut-attraper-la-maladie-a-

coronavirus.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

 

 

  

Funds available
$3,6 million

Funding gap
$20,6 million

For more information contact:   

Lucia Elmi  

Representative  

UNICEF Mali 

Tel :  (+ 223) 44 97 69 69 

Email:  lelmi@unicef.org 

 

Felix Ackebo  

Deputy Representative,  

UNICEF Mali  

Tel: (+223) 75 99 54 44  

Email: Fackebo@UNICEF.org  

 

 

Anne Daher Aden  

Chief of Field Ops and 

Emergency,  

UNICEF Mali  

Tel: (+223) 75 99 62 50  

Email:Adaheraden@UNICEF.org 

 

https://malijet.com/actualite_internationale/241761-eliane_luthi_chef_communication_unicef_mali_.html
https://malijet.com/actualite_internationale/241761-eliane_luthi_chef_communication_unicef_mali_.html
https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/posts/3169918716373214
https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/photos/a.402545403110573/3177318585633227/?type=3&theater
https://lessor.site/dr-bakary-koniba-traore-point-focal-regional-covid-19-a-mopti-tout-le-monde-peut-attraper-la-maladie-a-coronavirus.html
https://lessor.site/dr-bakary-koniba-traore-point-focal-regional-covid-19-a-mopti-tout-le-monde-peut-attraper-la-maladie-a-coronavirus.html


4 

 

Annex A 

Summary of Programme  

Results 
 

 

 

UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through <<MESSAGING ON 

PREVENTION AND ACCESS TO SERVICES>> 
5,000,000 5,000,000 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through <<RCCE 

ACTIONS>> 
12 8 

Number of people sharing their concerns and asking 

questions/clarifications  

for available support services to address their needs through 

established <<FEEDBACK MECHANISMS>> 

60,000 9,384 

WASH and IPC   

Number of people reached with <<CRITICAL WASH SUPPLIES 

(INCLUDING HYGIENE ITEMS) AND SERVICES>>. 
250,000 

 

170,300 

Number of healthcare workers within health facilities and communities 

provided with <<PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE)>> 
1,000 100 

Number of healthcare facility staff and community health workers 

<<TRAINED IN INFECTION PREVENTION AND CONTROL (IPC)>> 
500 0 

Health   

Number of healthcare providers <<TRAINED IN DETECTING, 

REFERRAL AND APPROPRIATE MANAGEMENT>>  

of COVID-19 cases 

3,000 458 

Number of children and women receiving <<ESSENTIAL 

HEALTHCARE SERVICES>>  

in UNICEF supported facilities 

2,500,000 510,834 

Nutrition   

Number of caregivers of children (0-23 months) reached with 

<<MESSAGES ON BREASTFEEDING>> 
450,000 160,900 

Number of children 6-59 months admitted for << TREATMENT OF 

SEVERE ACUTE MALNUTRITION (SAM) >>. 
166,529 34,974 

   

Education    

Number of children supported with 

 << DISTANCE/HOME-BASED LEARNING >> 
1,000,000 0 

Number of schools implementing  

<<SAFE SCHOOL PROTOCOLS>> (COVID-19 prevention and 

control). (a) Is this indicator part of the CO's response? 

10,000 0 

Child Protection and GBV    

Number of children without parental or family care provided with 

appropriate <<ALTERNATIVE CARE ARRANGEMENTS>> 
500 0 

Number of children,  

parents and primary caregivers provided with community based 

<<MENTAL HEALTH AND PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT>> 

2,500 0 

Number of UNICEF personnel & partners that have completed  

<<TRAINING ON GBV RISK MITIGATION & REFERRALS FOR 

SURVIVORS>>, including for PSEA* 

400 35 

Social Protection   
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Number of households (affected by COVID-19) receiving humanitarian 

<<MULTI-SECTOR CASH GRANT>> 

 for basic needs. (a) Is this indicator part of the CO's response? 

21,500 0 

 

Annex B 

Funding Status* 
 

 

Sector Funding requirements Funds available Funding gap US$ Gap % 

C4D / RCCE 1,500,000 641,926 858,074 57% 

WASH & IPC 3,510,000 1,470,702 2,039,298 58% 

Health&Nutrition 1,725,000 376,414 1,348,586 78% 

Child Protection 2,550,000 300,000 2,250,000 88% 

Education 4,500,000 770,000 3,730,000 83% 

Social Protection 10,000,000   10,000,000 100% 

PME 200,000   200,000 100% 

Coordination & 
Operational costs 

250,000 100,000 150,000 60% 

Total 24,235,000 3,659,042 20,575,958 85% 

NB: UNICEF is doing Procurement Services at the demand of the Ministry of Health and GAVI for US$ 2,400,000 of supplies in support to the 

National Response Plan of the Government for Covid-19. 


