
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

Nine regions and 36 health districts are affected by the COVID-19 epidemic in Mali. As of 

30 June, the cumulative number of confirmed cases is 2,181 of which 1,474 recovered, 

representing a cure rate of 68 per cent. 116 deaths were recorded, representing an 

overall mortality of 5.3 per cent. The epidemic remains concentrated in Bamako (47 per 

cent of the total confirmed cases) but the regions of Timbuktu (23.4 per cent) and Mopti 

(10.2 per cent) have seen an explosion of cases in recent weeks.  

The Government of Mali decided to reopen schools only for the examination classes of 
primary, secondary (general and technical), technical and vocational education as we ll 
as Teacher Training Institutes classes since 2 June. A state of emergency is still in effect 
in the country and the air borders remain closed. 
 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

Health  

UNICEF is supporting the Government’s efforts on 

surveillance, epidemiologic investigation, rapid-

response, and case investigation as well as case 

management and continuity of essential services, 

including through supporting provision of adequate 

health care for women, children and vulnerable 

communities.  

In order to increase the country’s capacity for diagnosis, 

UNICEF provided 15,000 Polymerase Chain Reaction 

(PCR) test reagents to the Ministry of Public Health and 

Social Affairs. To improve COVID-19 patient case 

management, 27 oxygen concentrators have been 

purchased and are being delivered to health districts. 

COVID-19 prevention training has been provided to 

1,037 health workers, including 736 in Kayes region 

and 301 in Timbuktu,in collaboration with the Regional 

Directorates of health of these regions. In terms 

of continuity of services, thanks to the medicines and 

materials provided to districts in Kayes, Koulikoro and 

Segou regions, 243,865 people benefited from curative 

and preventive consultations, including 195,092 adults 

(95,462 men and 99,629 women) and 48,773 children 

0-5 years (19,943 boys and 28,830 Girls). In addition, 

33,907 infants received BCG vaccine. 

 

UNICEF is supporting the National Institute of Public 

Health to establish a digital platform which will 

facilitate real-time sharing of key information and data 

on COVID-19 and support the pandemic response 

decision-making process 

 

WASH  

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic in Mali, 

UNICEF has played an active role in setting up and 

implementing infection prevention and control 

activities in collaboration with state authorities in line 

with the National Action Plan for prevention and 

response to the disease. UNICEF has so far provided 9.5 

tons of chlorine and 40,000 pieces of soap to cover the 

needs of 185,300 people (90,000 children) in seven 

regions (Mopti, Timbuktu, Gao, Kidal, Menaka, Sikasso, 

Kayes) as well as in Bamako district. Personal 

Protective Equipment (PPE) was provided to 526 

medical and community staff, while 139 of them were 

trained on IPC measures in collaboration with the 

Ministry of Health and Social Affairs.  UNICEF has 

provided the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs with 

922 handwashing devices that are in use in both 

Bamako district and the regions. UNICEF’s support at 

sub national level continues with the provision of 

hygiene and protective material in five treatment 

centres (in the regions of Mopti, Timbuktu, Gao, Kayes 

and Sikasso), the construction of 34 emergency latrines 

and the provision of 47 tents used to set up healthcare 

facilities.  

Education 

Schools throughout the country reopened on 2 June, 

but only for examination classes. However, several 

difficulties are reported, in particular the absence of a 

significant proportion of teachers (nationwide only 
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34.7 per cent were present during the first week of 

reopening). One of the key challenges lies in the 

implementation of some components of the school 

COVID-19 protocol which requires significant 

resources; for example, 22,000 handwashing kits are 

needed as part of prevention measures in schools. 

In collaboration with the WASH Cluster, a WASH in 

School COVID-19 kit - containing a handwashing device, 

hygiene and cleaning materials, posters, and drinking 

water containers - has been adopted. 

UNICEF is continuing to support the Ministry of 

Education in implementing the distance learning 

protocol, including coordination, holding discussions 

with media outlets such as ORTM (Office de la Radio 

Television du Mali) and URTEL (Union des Radio 

diffusions et televisions libres du Mali) and developing 

a radio broadcast plan. 

 

 

RCCE/C4D 

 

UNICEF’s efforts in support of implementation of the 

Ministry of Health and Social Affairs’ Communication 

and Community Engagement (RCCE) plan are ongoing. 

On 2 June the Ministry, with UNICEF’s financial and 

technical support, launched an intensive COVID-19 

thirty-day awareness campaign in Bamako district 

through the diffusion of prevention and protective 

messages. Additionally, a social media information 

campaign led by young people reached 355,552 people 

via Facebook; link: sensibilisation de la population de 

Bamako sur la COVID-19 avec les jeunes.  

UNICEF supported the production and  broadcast 

through social media of an awareness song on COVID-

19, performed by children, as well  an animated 

cartoon (Bintou) to increase children’s knowledge on 

the disease while encouraging them to become COVID-

19 “fighting heroes″ in their families and communities.  

66,410 U-reporters, including 20,037 women, received 

awareness messages on COVID-19 and 5,782 people 

were reached by virtual campaigns on U-report Mali’s 

Facebook page. 

The 204 supported community radios continued to 

broadcast messages and other radio products in 

communities all over the country. 

  

Young peoples’ networks continued to carry out 

communication and community engagement 

interventions in the nine regions of the country, 

including Bamako. They are working in markets, lorry 

parks and other public places including in communities, 

raising awareness around COVID-19 preventive and 

protection messages. Also 5,551 children and young 

workers (2,866 boys and 2,685 girls) were sensitized on 

COVID-19 key messages and prevention measures and 

5,758 people in internally displaced persons sites 

(2,093 girls, 2,362 boys, 693 women, 610 men) were 

reached with COVID-19 and child protection messages 

in Kidal, Gao, Mopti, Ségou and Timbuktu regions. 

 

338 flash discs with essential COVID-19 messages were 

distributed to community leaders in the Sikasso region 

and 59 round tables were conducted in Sikasso and 

Kayes regions involving a total of 196 religious and 

community leaders (76 leaders in Kayes and 120 

leaders in Sikasso) with the aim to raise population 

awareness on the existence of COVID-19. These round 

table discussions focus on false rumours, the 

importance of monitoring COVID-19 contacts and of 

respecting preventive measures. 

  
To strengthen the monitoring of the interventions and 

increase community feedback, 105 volunteers 

including 18 women were trained to complete 

monitoring tools and use the data collection platform 

in the regions of Kayes, Koulikoro, Ségou, and Mopti 

and the district of Bamako. 

  

From 15 to 28 May, 29,619 people called the 

information hotline in search of information on the 

transmission of COVID-19. Specifically, 8,049 people 

requested information about the availability of a 

COVID-19 vaccine and the cost of vaccination. 

 

Child protection 

UNICEF and its partner Samu Social Mali reached 198 

children and adolescents (107 girls, 91 boys) living on 

the streets or other vulnerable individuals particularly 

exposed to protection risks during the pandemic with 

community-based mental health and psychosocial 

support in Bamako. 96 children (7 girls and 88 boys in 

Bamako, 1 girl in Segou) without family protection in 

the context of COVID-19 benefited from alternative 

care and protection in temporary emergency spaces. In 

addition, UNICEF and partners continued their 

activities to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and 

related child protection risks.  The Non-Governmental 

Organizations (NGOs) COOPI and SOLISA provided 

training to 318 social workers and community leaders 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/posts/3308936422471442
https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/posts/3308936422471442
https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/videos/chanson-covid-19-par-les-enfants-artistes/929725204130190/?__so__=permalink&__rv__=related_videos
https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/videos/1115600455481263/
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(114 women, 204 men) to support children in applying 

prevention and self-protection measures, including 

washing hands, in Mopti and Kidal regions. Moreover, 

UNICEF and its partners reached 4,587 people 

including 1,630 children (654 girls, 976 boys) and 2,957 

parents and caregivers with messages on COVID-19 

prevention and access to services, in Bamako, Segou, 

Mopti, Gao, Menaka, Kidal and Timbuktu.  

 

External Communication 

89 child journalists and child parliamentarians were 

trained in five regions on COVID-19 prevention and the 

associated protocols; in turn, these children use their 

newly-acquired knowledge to sensitize their peers via 

radio broadcasts in their communities. One of the 

articles from the child journalists was published in a 

daily newspaper https://lessor.site/lutte-contre-covid-

19-le-bureau-de-lunicef-kayes-organise-un-atelier-

pour-les-enfants.html.    In addition, UNICEF supported 

the child journalists and parliamentary delegates to 

produce a series of five Questions & Answers  videos 

on COVID-19.  The series will be aired by ORTM the 

national Television and radio broadcast station. 

 

 

Coordination 

UNICEF continues to actively participate in the 

coordination mechanisms for the response in Mali, 

including the Crisis Committee for Epidemic 

Management COVID-19 led by the National Institute of 

Public Health (INSP) which is responsible for the overall 

coordination and the management of the national 

response, as well as the United Nations Country Team 

and the Humanitarian Country Team COVID-19 Task 

Force which aims to coordinate and guide the work of 

the inter-cluster, health cluster and humanitarian 

coordination structures. At regional level, UNICEF, 

through its five field offices supports the regional state 

authorities and is engaged in the works of the Disaster 

Management Committees which are the main sub-

national coordination frameworks for prevention and 

response against COVID-19.  

UNICEF also organized a coordination meeting with 

Civil Society Organizations and NGOs to discuss the 

impact of COVID-19 on implementation of activities 

and on how to support the response and mitigate the 

risks in their implementing areas. 

 

 

https://lessor.site/lutte-contre-covid-19-le-bureau-de-lunicef-kayes-organise-un-atelier-pour-les-enfants.html
https://lessor.site/lutte-contre-covid-19-le-bureau-de-lunicef-kayes-organise-un-atelier-pour-les-enfants.html
https://lessor.site/lutte-contre-covid-19-le-bureau-de-lunicef-kayes-organise-un-atelier-pour-les-enfants.html
https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/videos/262428908428963/
https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/videos/262428908428963/


 

Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 

Thanks to the provision of drugs and materials in previous months, continuity of services in healthcare centres has 
been ensured so that 243,900 people (48,773 children 0-5 years, 19,943 boys and 28,830 girls) benefited from 
preventive and curative care in the regions of Kayes, Segou, and Koulikoro.  Additionally, 33,907 infants received BCG 
vaccination in these regions. 
 
In the Nutrition sector, activities include prepositioning three-months stock of supplies at district level, and fast-
tracking the roll-out of community-based approaches for the prevention, detection and treatment of acute 
malnutrition, such as training of community health workers in the management of uncomplicated cases of acute 
malnutrition and teaching mothers to screen their children for acute malnutrition at home.  
 
In the Education sector, UNICEF has revised several projects to include a COVID-19 response component. The following 
activities are planned and will start soon: monitoring of back to school (examination classes); sensitization on 
handwashing and COVID-19 prevention; provision of WASH kits to schools; and training of teachers and NGO personnel 
on COVID-19 prevention and control. 
 

UNICEF continues to integrate a minimum package of interventions on prevention and response to COVID-19 into 
existing and future partnership agreements. This approach guarantees a response to the COVID-19 epidemic while 
ensuring continuity in the implementation of the UNICEF’s Programme, whilst protecting the most vulnerable children 
from the impact of the coronavirus.  
 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

UNICEF requires $24.2 million to respond to the pandemic in Mali. $8.5 million (35 per cent of this requirement) has 

been mobilized both from internal resources and generous contributions f rom Thematic funding, The Peace Building 

Funds, GAVI, CERF, ECW, GPE, DGIS and the Governments of Germany, Italy, Denmark and Sweden. Additional funding 

is being mobilized from various donors to respond effectively and efficiently to the crisis and ensure lifesaving 

programs for the ongoing humanitarian needs and to sustain the investments realized until now and ring-fence the 

results achieved to date. A revised plan is being developed to take into consideration short/medium and long terms 

needs and to link the humanitarian response to the recovery and development efforts. UNICEF is also actively 

contributing to the UNCT Response Plan and the updated HRP for COVID-19. 

 

 

 

 

 

External Media 

• Press release on the arrival of vital nutrition and health supplies in Mali  
• Statement on the impact of COVID-19 on children’s rights and related interviews  

• Media interviews on UNICEF Mali response to COVID-19 
• RFI report on remote learning in Mali  

• Multimedia assets on WeShare and dedicated external web page 

$ 8,490,320

$ 15,744,680

Funding available

Funding Gap

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/european-union-and-government-denmark-support-unicef-shipping-vital-supplies-mali
https://www.unicef.org/mali/communiqu%C3%A9s-de-presse/ne-permettons-pas-que-les-enfants-soient-les-victimes-cach%C3%A9es-de-la-pand%C3%A9mie
http://niarela.net/interviews/eliane-luthi-cheffe-de-la-communication-de-luniceef-au-mali-il-est-plus-que-jamais-essentiel-que-cette-crise-sanitaire-ne-se-transforme-pas-en-crise-de-droits-de-l
https://www.journaldumali.com/2020/04/28/situation-enfants-face-covid-19-role-de-lunicef-mali/
http://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20200416-coronavirus-afrique-ouest-centre-difficult%C3%A9-enseignement-distance
https://weshare.unicef.org/Share/57i70vta5r6u373dehb5765u2o00i3ac
https://www.unicef.org/mali/maladie-%C3%A0-coronavirus-covid-19
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Annex A  

Summary of Programme  
Results 

 

 
UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement     

Number of  people reached on COVID-19 through <<MESSAGING ON 

PREVENTION AND ACCESS TO SERVICES>> 

5,000,000 5,000,000 

Number of  people engaged on COVID-19 through <<RCCE ACTIONS>> 20,000 338,267 

Number of  people sharing their concerns and asking 

questions/clarif ications  

for available support services to address their needs through established 

<<FEEDBACK MECHANISMS>> 

60,000 55,9817 

WASH and IPC     

Number of  people reached with <<CRITICAL WASH SUPPLIES 

(INCLUDING HYGIENE ITEMS) AND SERVICES>>. 

250,000 
 

216,018 

Number of  healthcare workers within health facilities and communities 

provided with <<PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE)>> 

1,000 526 

Number of  healthcare facility staf f and community health workers 

<<TRAINED IN INFECTION PREVENTION AND CONTROL (IPC)>> 

500 129 

Health     

Number of  healthcare providers <<TRAINED IN DETECTING, 

REFERRAL AND APPROPRIATE MANAGEMENT>>  

of  COVID-19 cases 

3,000 2,726 

Number of  children and women receiving <<ESSENTIAL HEALTHCARE 

SERVICES>>  

in UNICEF supported facilities 

2,500,000  1,358,598 

Nutrition     

Number of  caregivers of  children (0-23 months) reached with 

<<MESSAGES ON BREASTFEEDING>> 

450,000 151,807 

Number of  children 6-59 months admitted for << TREATMENT OF 

SEVERE ACUTE MALNUTRITION (SAM) >>. 

166,529 49,161 

Education      

Number of  children supported with 

 << DISTANCE/HOME-BASED LEARNING >> 

1,000,000 0 

Number of  schools implementing  

<<SAFE SCHOOL PROTOCOLS>> (COVID-19 prevention and control). 

(a) Is this indicator part of  the CO's response? 

10,000 0 

Child Protection and GBV      

Number of  children without parental or family care provided with 

appropriate <<ALTERNATIVE CARE ARRANGEMENTS>> 

500 98 

Number of  children,  

parents and primary caregivers provided with community based 

<<MENTAL HEALTH AND PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT>> 

2,500 198 

Number of  UNICEF personnel & partners that have completed  

<<TRAINING ON GBV RISK MITIGATION & REFERRALS FOR 

SURVIVORS>>, including for PSEA* 

400 49 

Social Protection     

Number of  households (af fected by COVID-19) receiving humanitarian 

<<MULTI-SECTOR CASH GRANT>> 

 for basic needs. (a) Is this indicator part of  the CO's response? 

21,500 0 
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Annex B 

Funding Status*  
 

Sector 
Funding 

requirements 

Funds 

available 
Funding gap $ Gap % 

C4D / RCCE 1,500,000.00 1,303,399.98 196,600.02 13% 

WASH & IPC 3,510,000.00 4,453,108.89 (943,108.89) -27% 

Health &Nutrition 1,725,000.00 634,170.95 1,090,829.05 63% 

Child Protection 2,550,000.00 300,000.00 2,250,000.00 88% 

Education 4,500,000.00 1,434,366.85 3,065,633.15 68% 

Social Protection 10,000,000.00 - 10,000,000.00 100% 

PME 200,000.00 260,273.06 (60,273.06) -30% 

Coordination & 
Operational costs 

250,000.00 105,000.00 145,000.00 58% 

Total 24,235,000.00 8,490,319.73 15,744,680.27 65% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information contact:   

   

Felix Ackebo  

Deputy Representative,  

UNICEF Mali  

Tel: (+223) 75 99 54 44  

Email: Fackebo@UNICEF.org  

 

 

Anne Daher Aden  

Chief of Field Ops and 

Emergency,  

UNICEF Mali  

Tel: (+223) 75 99 62 50  

Email:Adaheraden@UNICEF.org 

 

 


