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Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
Results 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
 Results 

Nutrition : # of children with SAM 
admitted for therapeutic care 

1,140,000 29,687 1,306,000 32,645 

Health : # of children  in 
humanitarian situations 
vaccinated against measles 

979,784 625,122   

WASH : # of natural disaster and 
conflict-affected people with 
access to water, hygiene and 
sanitation basic services 

1,987,500 307,176 3,262,000 420,789 

Child Protection : # of displaced, 
refugee and returnee children 
provided with safe access to 
community spaces for 
socialization, play and learning 

100,000 30,308 170,000 35,473 

Education: # of school aged boys 
and girls affected by crisis 
receiving learning materials 

623,750 74,365 1,700,000 137,283 

Highlights 
• The UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and 

Emergency Relief Coordinator visited Kalemie and Kinshasa in mid-

March, accompanied by The Netherlands Cooperation Minister, in 

preparation for the donor’s conference taking place in Geneva mid-

April. 

• The latest nutrition surveillance and early warning system sheet 

(March) reveals that 77 out of 508 health zones who reported data, 

are in alert1. 

• In March, 45,469 children, including 21,229 girls, attended schools 

thanks to UNICEF support countrywide, notably through the RRMP 

mechanism. 

 

 

 

4.49 million Internally displaced 

persons (IDPs) (OCHA, Mar.2018)  
 

7,900,000 children in need of 

humanitarian assistance (OCHA, Jan.2018) 
 

2,000,000 Children are suffering from 

Sever Acute malnutrition (DRC Cluster 

Nutrition, Mar.2018)   
 

7,158 cases of cholera reported in 2018 

(Ministry of Health)  
 
 

UNICEF Appeal 2018 

US$ 268 million  

 

17% of required funds available  

 
 
 
 

 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners 
 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS March, 2018  

C
re

d
it

: U
N

IC
E

F
 D

R
C

 2
0

1
8

 T
re

m
ea

u
 

6% 11%

83%

Carry-
forward

28,927,188 

Funds 
received

16,123,426 

Gap
223,070,39

1

2018 Funding 
overview

Funding 
requirement

s 

$268M

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/bulletin_snsap_n_deg_31_janvier_-_mars_2018.pdf
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
• The latest nutrition surveillance and early warning system sheet1 (SNSAP January- March 2018) reveals that 77 

out of 508 health zones were in nutrition alert, meaning that at least 4 out of 6 tracked nutrition indicators are 

above predefined thresholds (see the report1 for more details on the methodology). Two nutrition SMART 

surveys conducted by NGO partners in in Komanda and Nyakunde health zones, in Ituri province, and in 

Kahemba, Kwango Province were validated in February 2018. In Kahemba, the surveys reveal global acute 

malnutrition (GAM) and severe acute malnutrition (SAM) rates at respectively 14% and 3.6%. In Komanda, the 

GAM is 5% and SAM 0.7% and in Nyakunde the GAM is 3.3% and SAM 0%. 
 

• Measles outbreaks registered a slight reduction in incidence compared to 2017 (1st quarter), with 3,404 cases, 

including 30 deaths (case fatality rate 0.9%) since January 2018. Around 490 measles cases were reported in Haut 

Katanga Province, 64% of which were in Lubumbashi. The number of cases are almost eight times higher than 

those registered in the same period in 2017 (56 cases).  

• During the week ending on 25 March, 497 new suspected cases of cholera were registered with 10 deaths (case 

fatality rate 2%) in 13 out of the country’s 26 provinces. The majority (70%) of new reported cases were in five 

provinces: Maidombé (84 cases), North Kivu (77 cases), Equateur (73 cases), South Kivu (58 cases) and Kongo 

Central (56 cases).  In the province of Kinshasa, the downward trend noticed early in the year continues with 12 

new suspected cases and zero deaths reported until the end of March. Since the beginning of the outbreak in 

Kinshasa in May 2017, a total of 1,191 suspected cases with 43 deaths (including 34 community deaths) were 

reported (case fatality rate 3.3%). 

• The inter-communal violence between ethnic communities in the province of Ituri continues to force people into 

displacement. Attacks on villages and civilians have forced approximately 343,000 persons into displacement 

within the province. Around Bunia, there are three spontaneous displacement sites hosting approximately 

23,600 internally displaced persons (IDPs). In addition, some 40,000 Congolese have crossed Lake Albert into 

Uganda from Ituri to escape the violence. 

• In mid-March, about 6,600 households, or 33,000 people, have reportedly moved into the bush in Fizi territory, 

South Kivu, fleeing clashes between the Forces Armées de la République Démocratique du Congo and Mai-Mai 

groups2.  

 

Estimated Population in Need of Humanitarian Assistance 
Estimates calculated based on initial figures from Humanitarian Response Plan, December 2017 
IDPs and returnees figures calculated based on UNOCHA website, as of March 2018 
 

Start of humanitarian response: January 2018  

 Total  Male Female 

Total Population in Need 13.1 million 6.3 million  6.8 million  

Children (Under 18) 7.9 million 3.8 million  4.1 million  

Children Under Five  3.6 million 1.73 million 1.87 million 

Internally Displaced persons  4.49 million  2.16 million 2.34 million 

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
• UNICEF is leading five Clusters in DR Congo humanitarian architecture, at national (Kinshasa) and provincial hub 

levels (Bukavu, Goma, Kalemie and Kananga), including Nutrition, Education, WASH, Non-Food Items & Shelter 

and the area of responsibility for Child Protection.  

• UNICEF participates in inter-cluster meetings at national and decentralized level, and is an active member of the 

humanitarian Country Team (HCT).  

                                                        
1 Système de Surveillance Nutritionnelle, Sécurité Alimentaire et Alerte Précoce (SNSAP) – Bulletin n30 
2Source: OCHA – Situation Report, March 2018.  

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/bulletin_snsap_n_deg_31_janvier_-_mars_2018.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/bulletin_snsap_n_deg_31_janvier_-_mars_2018.pdf
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• UNICEF participates in several humanitarian coordination working group, including the cash working group, 

gathering humanitarian actors implementing multipurpose cash transfer and cash based activities.  

• In February, the HCT approved a new humanitarian structure with a minimum of two dedicated persons per 

clusters to cover the responsibility at national and decentralized level. 

 

Humanitarian Strategy  

• UNICEF remains committed to contributing to the DRC humanitarian Response Plan 2017-2019 and supporting 

the implementation of the three operational plans of Kasai region, South Kivu and Tanganyika Provinces. 

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response  

Nutrition 

As of March, a total of 32,645 children aged 6-59 months with Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) were admitted for 
therapeutic care in the DRC, of which over 90% of the children were treated through UNICEF supported interventions. 
More specifically, with UNICEF support, 10,506 children were admitted for SAM treatment in the Kasai provinces, 4,473 
in the Tanganyika province and 4,066 in the South Kivu province, and the remaining 10,642 children in North Kivu, 
Tshopo, Ituri and Equateur provinces, with an average of 92% cure rate in the L3 region.3 
 

Health 

In 2018, a total of 4,442 cases of measles were reported in 9 health zones, and 625,112 children (6 months - 14 years) 
received vaccination against measles in high risk areas. 
As for cholera, the situation remains critical in five provinces: Kasai Oriental, Mai Ndombe, North Kivu, South Kivu, and 
Tanganyika. In Mai Ndombe, fatality rate increased to 8%. UNICEF contributes to cholera response in selected health 
zones through direct support and in collaboration with other partners by providing technical assistance, cash for 
investigation of cases, lactate ringer and Oral rehydration solutions (ORS).  
In collaboration with the INGO International Rescue Committee (IRC), UNICEF continued to provide institutional support 
on maternal and child health in Tanganyika Province. 
 

WASH 

During March 2018, 240,755 people benefited from a WASH package delivered by UNICEF partners. Specifically, 91,623 
people affected by ongoing conflicts and 147,966 people affected or at risk of cholera epidemics were reached. In 
addition to UNICEF efforts, the WASH cluster partners assisted 440,115 people including 140,534 conflict-affected 
people (IDPs) and 298,415 people affected or at risk of cholera. At the end of the month, cumulative results compared 
with Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) targets for WASH sector shown that 15% of target beneficiaries have been 
reached (1,242,336 in total). 
 
In South Kivu, cholera response continues via activities led by Norwegian Church Aid (NCA) and Adventist Development 
and Relief Agency (ADRA) with funding from UNICEF. 30,944 people were provided with safe drinking water 
(chlorination and water point rehabilitation), dwelling disinfection and hygiene promotion activities in the Fizi and Uvira 
territories, in South Kivu Province which recorded 1,442 cholera cases with an average of 120 new cases per week since 
January 2018.  
 
In the Kasais province, cholera response is supported by UNICEF via partnership with the INGOs Médecins D’Afrique 
(MDA) (Dekese, Mikope and Bulape territories) and Solidarités International (Mbujimai Urban area). Compared with the 
beginning of the epidemics, the case trend is decreasing (47 cases in week 12 compared with 118 cases in week 10) but 
activities must be accelerated to control the epidemics and avoid further expansion in the nearby areas.  
     
In the Haut Lomami Province (Bukama, Butumba, Kabondo, Lwamba and Mukanga Health Zones), 127,600 people were 
reached with safe water (water point rehabilitation – water chlorination) and sensitization activities on hygiene practices, 
through the partnership with the NGO Eagle house Business (EHB).  
 
 
 

                                                        
3 Système Nutritionnel, Sécurité Alimentaire et Alerte Précoce (SNSAP) = nutrition surveillance and early warning system sheet) SNSAP quarterly bulletin (including 

March), has not been published and shared yet by the PRONANUT (Programme National de Nutrition) 
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Education 

In March, 45,469 children, including 21,229 girls, attended primary schools thanks to UNICEF support countrywide, 
notably through the RRMP mechanism. Among the children attending primary school, 26,851 children (including 8,908 
girls) in Ituri and North Kivu provinces received school materials, to ensure quality education. Additionally, during the 
reporting period, 797 teachers (including 317 women) were trained on psychosocial support, peacebuilding education and 
child-centered pedagogy to strengthen children learning and support needs in the conflict affected areas. Among these 
teachers, 547 teachers were trained through the RRMP mechanism.  
 
In the province of Tanganyika (outskirts of Kalemie sites), through UNICEF support, 1,809 internally displaced children 
(50% girls), after having benefitted from two month intensive catch-up classes, passed the school examination and have 
been enrolled into formal schools. Among them there are also 403 children (50% girls) eligible for the final test of primary 
school cycle which will be conducted in June 2018.  
 
In the province of Ituri, the education needs has increased as a result of the emergence new areas affected by the 
humanitarian crisis, which further aggravated the situation, and jeopardize access to school for around 50,500 children. 
UNICEF sent 100 school-in-a-carton kits to be distributed in the schools where IDP children have been enrolled, for the 
benefit of 4,000 IDP children and vulnerable children from hosting communities.  
 

Child Protection 

In March 2018, a total of 14,348 children (including 44% of girls) affected by conflicts were provided with care and 
assistance thanks to UNICEF. The majority of children were assisted in L3 emergency areas (7294 in Tanganyika, 694 in 
South Kivu and 5419 in Kasai Provinces). 1499 children were placed in transit and orientation centers or foster families. 
They were provided with shelter, food, health care, psychosocial support and benefited from a family reunification 
process. 12,913 assisted children were referred to basic social services (health, education, justice for children, etc.) and 
benefited from recreational and playful activities in child-friendly spaces. During these activities, psychological support 
was provided for each specific case. Activities are intended to support and foster children’s social skills and peaceful 
community cohesion 
In Ituri province, south of Irumu territory, a community awareness campaign reached 35523 people and promoted against 

the recruitment and use of children in armed forces and groups. The campaign was organized in March in association 

with all members of child protection Community Networks. 

Non-Food Items (NFI) / Shelter materials 

During the period, 250,762 people, in the Kasais, North Kivu, and Tanganyika provinces, were provided with access to 
essential household and personal Non-Food Items (NFI) and shelter materials by partners of the Cluster NFI.  
 

Rapid Response to Movements of Populations (RRMP)  

In March 2018, a total of 137, 419 new IDPs were assisted through the RRMP mechanism in the Eastern and Southern 
DRC with a multi-sectoral package of services in Health, WASH, Education/Child protection and NFIs in the provinces of 
Tanganyika, South Kivu, North Kivu, Ituri.   
 
In the province of Tanganyika, 12,945 people gained access to basic health care through RRMP interventions and 3,974 
displaced children were reintegrated into schools. In South Kivu, 3,884 people accessed basic health care. 
 
The RRMP partners provided NFI and Wash assistance in Lubero territory in North Kivu Province covered respectively 
20,550 and 22,500 displaced people during this period. 
 
In Ituri, 19,595 people benefited from emergency water supply assistance. The delivery of basic WASH services4 to at 
least 3,600 IDPs is still ongoing in two displacement sites in the city of Bunia and supported by UNICEF and 
UNICEF/RRMP program, Médecins Sans Frontière (MSF) and Oxfam. 
 
In Maniema Province, Kabambare territory, UNICEF with its partners IRC/AVSI/NRC assisted 15,000 displaced people 
with multipurpose cash assistance. In addition, 19,868 displaced people received a multipurpose cash grant through 
UNICEF with its partner Mercy Corps in Kalehe, South Kivu province.  
 
Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  

In March 2018, more than 4,500 social mobilizers using community radios, village-level forums, churches, schools, 
women's and youth associations conveyed messaging to communities on the availability, quality, and importance of 

                                                        
4 Emergency WASH package includes : provision of water, sanitation and hygiene in various context 
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services offered by sectoral programs; promotion of essential family practices related to health, education, child 
protection, WASH and explanation of claim mechanism. Since the beginning of 2018, About 3,789,769 people were 
reached by these messages in the provinces of Kasai, Kasai Central, Kasai Oriental, Tanganyika and Sud-Kivu. Moreover, 
a C4D response plan based on social data was developed as part of the response to the new emergency in Ituri province. 
  

Media and External Communication  

As part of the preparation of the Child Alert on Kasai (date of the release yet to be defined) three international media 
trips were organized to the Kasai region with Reuters, Christian Science Monitor, AFP. The crisis in Ituri led to an increase 
in media attention, including press coverage related to UNICEF: BBC, France 24, All Africa, Daily Mail, Sky News.  
 
The CO and the Public Partnership Division worked together to deliver a statement on the humanitarian situation in DRC 
and the impact on children for the Human Rights Council in Geneva. The DRC Country Office continued to create 
attention for the humanitarian crisis in DRC and UNICEF’s response through its blog www.ponabana.com and published 
10 articles, as well as 10 Facebook-posts and more than 20 tweets.   
   

Funding  
From January to March 2018, UNICEF DRC received US $16 million out of the US $268 million 2018 HAC appeal amount 

In addition, UNICEF has approximately US$29 million funding available from the previous year. UNICEF DRC received in 

March US $10.2 million from the CERF Underfunded Emergencies allocation to cover interventions in the non-Level 3 

regions. 

Funding Requirements (as defined in the revised Humanitarian Appeal 2018) 

 

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available** Funding gap  
Funds 

Received 
Current Year* 

Carry-
Over*** 

Total funds 
available $ % 

 
Nutrition  137,940,000 0 9,823,573  9,823,573  128,116,427 93%  
Health  10,583,769 534,884 470,949  1,005,833  9,577,937 90%  
WASH 28,085,485 4,260,271 1,387,053  5,647,324  22,438,161 80%  
Child Protection  21,290,500 2,103,738 1,671,341  3,775,079  17,515,421 82%  
Education  16,269,000 5,050,550 1,076,773  6,127,323  10,141,677 62%  
RRMP (including Cash-
based interventions)*  

52,302,250 4,173,983 14,497,499  18,671,482  33,630,768 64% 
 

Cluster/Sector 
Coordination 

1,650,000 0 0  -    1,650,000 100% 
 

Total 268,121,004 16,123,426 28,927,188 45,050,614 223,070,391 83%  
* ‘Funds received’ does not include ledges  
** Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year.   
***Carry-over figure is the unutilized programmable balance that was carried over from the prior year to the current year, as of year-end 
closure  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
UNICEF DRC on Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEFDRC 
UNICEF DRC on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFRDC/   
UNICEF DRC Country Website: https://www.unicef.org/drcongo/english 
UNICEF DRC Humanitarian Action for Children: www.unicef.org/appeals/drc  

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 
 

Aude Rigot  
Chief Emergency/Transition 
UNICEF DRC 
Tel: + (243) 817 096 792 
E-mail: arigot@unicef.org  
 

Gianfranco Rotigliano  
Representative a.i.  
UNICEF DRC 
Tel: + (243) 996 050 399 
E-mail: grotigliano@unicef.org  
 
 

Tajudeen Oyewale 
Deputy Representative  
UNICEF DRC 
Tel : +(243) 996 050 200 
E-mail : toyewale@unicef.org  

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-congo-violence-malnutrition/hunger-brings-death-to-congos-kasai-after-guns-fall-silent-idUSKBN1GX1CU
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Africa/2018/0322/For-doctor-in-Congo-s-overlooked-conflict-crisis-fatigue-isn-t-an-option
https://www.afp.com/en/news/826/war-words-over-dr-congos-humanitarian-crisis-children-die-doc-13265x1
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-43260943
http://www.france24.com/en/20180302-dozens-killed-dr-congo-ethnic-unrest-ituri-hema-lendu
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201803050695.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/article-5466687/DR-Congo-survivors-recount-nightmare-ethnic-massacre.html
https://mms.tveyes.com/Transcript.asp?StationID=530&DateTime=3%2F31%2F2018+8%3A13%3A13+AM&Term=UNICEF&PlayClip=TRUE
http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/human-rights-council/watch/enhanced-id-human-rights-in-democratic-republic-of-congo-47th-meeting-37th-regular-session-human-rights-council-/5754554074001/?term
http://www.ponabana.com/
https://twitter.com/UNICEFDRC
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFRDC/
https://www.unicef.org/drcongo/english
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/drc
mailto:arigot@unicef.org
mailto:grotigliano@unicef.org
mailto:toyewale@unicef.org
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Annex A 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESPONSE  

  UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   
 

Overall 
needs 

2018 
Total 

Target 

Total 
results 

Change 
since last 

report  
▲▼ 

2018 
Target 

Total 
results 

Change 
since last 

report  
▲▼ 

NUTRITION  2,000,0005              

# of children 6-59 months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for therapeutic care  

  1,140,000 29,687 13,432 1,306,000 32,645 16,633 

HEALTH  10,500,000              

# of children (6 months-14 years) in humanitarian 
situations vaccinated against measles 

  979,784 625,122 3,643       

# of people affected by conflict and disease outbreaks 
having received access to primary health care 

  624,165 81,409 25,943       

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 13,100,000              

# of natural disaster and conflict-affected people with 
access to water, hygiene and sanitation basic services  

  1,987,500 307,176 91,623 3,262,000 420,789 140,534 

# of persons in cholera-prone zones and other epidemic 
affected zones (yellow fever, FHV, etc.) benefitting 
from preventive as well as WASH cholera-response 
packages 

  1,893,750 760,033 147,966 4,304,000 819,071 298,415 

# of severely malnourished children and host family 
receiving WASH assistance from the nutrition centres, 
through to the household level 

  549,124 2,476 1,166 652,627 2,476 1,166 

CHILD PROTECTION  7,925,500              

# of children formerly associated with armed 
forces/groups released and provided with temporary 
assistance 

  6,000 1,488 609 7,200 1,543 664 

# of Unaccompanied and Separated Children (UASC) 
identified and/or placed in alternative care 
arrangements and/or who benefited from individual 
follow-up (SC/ UASC ; girls / boys) 

  11,700 2,422 890 13,000 2,991 1,197 

# of separated and unaccompanied children identified 
and reunited with their families  

  2,500 957 738 3,500 1,088 800 

# of displaced, refugee and returnee children provided 
with safe access to community spaces for socialization, 
play and learning 

  100,000 30,308 12,849 170,000 35,473 13,398 

# of identified survivors of sexual violence provided with 
a comprehensive response  

  5,200 878 192       

EDUCATION 3,400,000              

# of girls & boys (5-11 years) affected by conflict or 
natural disasters given access to quality education and 
psychosocial activities 

  623,750 95,499 45,469 1,700,000 164,710 45,469 

# of school aged boys and girls (5 to 11 years) affected by 
crisis receiving learning materials 

  623,750 74,365 26,851 1,700,000 145,117 26,861 

# of teachers trained on learner-centered 
methodologies, peace education, conflict/disaster risk 
reduction (C/DRR), and Psychosocial support 

  9,273 2,947 962 30,909 6,079 1,662 

NFI/Shelter (RRMP)  4,700,000              

# of people provided with essential household items, 
and shelter materials 

  437,500 169,069 20,550 3,700,000 424,962 250,762 

Multipurpose Cash-based Assistance  4,700,000              

# of people receive an Unconditional Cash Grant  603,950 161,904 40,955 3,971,050  161,904 40,955 

COMMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT  10,500,000              

# of people reached with key life-saving & behaviour 
change messages on: the humanitarian available 
services, child rights protection and Key family 
practices 

  7,600,000 3,789,769 2,026,847       

 
RRMP contributions to UNICEF overall response  

                                                        
5 Please note that 4.6 million mentioned on the January SitRep is overall nutrition needs, including adults. 2 million is only for SAM-affected children. 
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 Those RRMP targets and results are included in the Summary 
of national programme response table above. 

2018 RRMP Response 
 

  Target Total results  
Change since last 

report ▲▼ 

NUTRITION        

# of children 6-59 months with Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) 
admitted for therapeutic care  

2,100 1,077 451 

HEALTH        

# of children (6 months-14 years) in humanitarian situations 
vaccinated against measles 

10,500 1,638 852 

# of people affected by conflict and disease outbreaks having 
received access to primary health care 

105,000 55,595 19,507 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE       

# of natural disaster and conflict-affected people with access to 
water, hygiene and sanitation basic services  

787,500 97,209 45,495 

# of persons in cholera-prone zones and other epidemic affected 
zones (yellow fever, FHV, etc.) benefitting from preventive as well 
as WASH cholera-response packages 

393,750 
                                                      

-    
0 

# of severely malnourished children and host family receiving 
WASH assistance from the nutrition centres, through to the 
household level 

TBD 1,166 0 

EDUCATION       

# of girls & boys (5-11 years) affected by conflict or natural 
disasters given access to quality education and psychosocial 
activities 

113,750 55,663 34,565 

# of school aged boys and girls (5 to 11 years) affected by crisis 
receiving learning materials 

113,750 34,622 7,834 

# of teachers trained on learner-centered methodologies, peace 
education, conflict/disaster risk reduction (C/DRR), and 
Psychosocial support 

2,275 1,772 712 

NFI/Shelter (RRMP)       

# of people provided with essential household items, and shelter 
materials 

437,500 169,069 20,550 

Multipurpose Cash-based Assistance       

# of people receive an Unconditional Cash Grant 437,500 71,547 40,955 

COMMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT        

# of people reached with key life-saving & behaviour change 
messages on: the humanitarian available services, child rights 
protection and Key family practices 

875,000 134,121 23,643 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


