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Highlights 
 On the 13th of April, a total pledge of $500 million was made by donors 

during the Geneva conference towards the humanitarian crisis in the 
DRC as the UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs 
highlights the consequences of violence by armed groups, ethnic strife, 
political instability, and food insecurity on children and civilians. 

 The RRMP mechanism provided a multi-sectorial emergency relief to 
3,082 displaced households with WASH, shelter materials, and Non 
Food Items in Tanganyika province. 

 92% of targeted households (1,207 730 out of 1,307 450) received Long-
Lasting Insecticide Treated Nets (LLIN) in 14 health zones in the 
province of Kasai Central, as of April, 2018. 

 For information on Ebola response, please visit: 
www.unicef.org/appeals/drc_sitreps.html   

4.49 million Internally Displaced 

persons (IDPs) (OCHA, April 2018)  
 

7,900,000 children in need of 

humanitarian assistance (OCHA, Jan.2018) 
 

2,000,000 Children are suffering from 

Sever Acute malnutrition (DRC Cluster 
Nutrition, April 2018)   
 

9,648 cases of cholera reported since 

January 2018 (Ministry of Health, April 2018) 
 
 

UNICEF Appeal 2018 
US$ 268 million  
 

18% of required funds available   

 

 
UNICEF 

 
Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Total 
Results* 

Cluster 
Target 

Total 
 Results* 

Nutrition : # of children with SAM 
admitted for therapeutic care 

1,140,000 48,226 1,306,000 57,099 

Health : # of children  in humanitarian 
situations vaccinated against measles 

979,784 626,335   

WASH : # of natural disaster and 
conflict-affected people with access to 
water, hygiene and sanitation basic 
services 

1,987,500 592,505 3,262,000 952,486 

Child Protection : # of displaced, 
refugee and returnee children provided 
with safe access to community spaces 
for socialization, play and learning 

100,000 41,864 170,000 48,293 

Education: # of school aged boys and 
girls affected by crisis receiving learning 
materials 

623,750 89,808 1,700,000 191,407 

* Total results are cumulative since January 2018 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS April, 2018  
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Carry-over: 
$28.9M (11%)

Funds received:
$20.1M

Funding gap:
$219.1M (82%)

Funding status 2018 (US$)

Requirement
$268.1M
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian 
Needs  

 The nutrition surveillance and early 
warning system bulletin from January to 
March 2018 revealed that 77 out of 519 
health zones, are in nutrition alert (15%). 
The provinces most affected are Kasai 
Central, Kwilu, and Kwango due to invasive 
crickets that consume agriculture. In 
comparison to last year, there is an increase 
of 50 health zones declared to be in 
nutrition alert1 in the country. 

 In Djugu territory of Ituri province, 136 
schools were burned, 42 schools were 
occupied by Internally Displaced People 
(IDPs), and at least four health facilities were abandoned as a result of the crisis, depriving 53,400 children (27,768 
girls and 25,632 boys) of health care and education. 233 unaccompanied children were identified among the IDPs 
in the territory. 

 Multiple territories2 in the province of Haut-Katanga were affected by flooding due to the heavy rains during 
the month of April, leaving millions without shelter. This renders the areas vulnerable to the spread of 
waterborne diseases, such as cholera, and potentially increase food insecurity over the following months.  

 From February to April 2018, there were 897,476 Internally Displaced People (IDPs) in Kasai, 489,960 in South 
Kivu, and 809,183 in Tanganyika3. 

 As of April 2018, DRC has over 541,000 refugees from Burundi (47,293), Central African Republic (182,444), 
Rwanda (219,241) and South Sudan (91,351). In April,4 40,000 refugees from CAR remain under supervision in 
the province of Bas-Uele in the zones of Monga, Bondo, Bili and Ango. These refugees fled their home country 
and sought refuge in the DRC to escape conflict. 

Estimated Population in Need of Humanitarian Assistance 
Estimates calculated based on initial figures from Humanitarian Response Plan, December 2017 
IDPs and returnees figures calculated based on UNOCHA website, as of March 2018 
Start of humanitarian response: January 2018  

 Total  Male Female 

Total Population in Need 13.1 million 6.3 million  6.8 million  

Children (Under 18) 7.9 million 3.8 million  4.1 million  

Children Under Five  3.6 million 1.73 million 1.87 million 

Internally Displaced persons and 
returnees  

4.49 million  2.16 million 2.34 million 

 
Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  

 UNICEF is leading five Clusters in DR Congo humanitarian architecture, at national (Kinshasa) and provincial hub 
levels (Bukavu, Goma, Kalemie and Kananga), including Nutrition, Education, WASH, Non-Food Items & Shelter 
and the area of responsibility for Child Protection.  

 UNICEF participates in inter-cluster meetings at national and decentralized level, and is an active member of the 
humanitarian Country Team (HCT).  

 UNICEF participates in several humanitarian coordination working group, including the cash working group, 
gathering humanitarian actors implementing multipurpose cash transfer and cash based activities. 

                                                        
1 Nutrition alert: at least 4 out of 6 tracked nutrition indicators are above predefined thresholds (see the report1 for more details on the methodology). Link: 
Système de Surveillance Nutritionnelle, Sécurité Alimentaire et Alerte Précoce (SNSAP) – Bulletin n30   
2 Territories affected by flooding: Pweto, Kasenga, Bukama, Mitwaba, Kalemie 
3 Source: Situation report on L3 in DRC. Ocha April 2018 
4 Source: UNHCR April 2018 
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Humanitarian Strategy  
 UNICEF remains committed to contributing to the DRC humanitarian Response Plan 2017-2019 and supporting 

the implementation of the operational plans for the Kasai region, and the provinces of South Kivu, Ituri, and 
Tanganyika. 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response  

Nutrition 
Since January 2018, a total of 57,099 children aged 6-59 months with Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) were admitted 
for therapeutic care in the DRC. This included 48,226 children treated through UNICEF supported interventions, more 
specifically, 14,347 children in the Great Kasai, 13,220 in South Kivu, 7,194 in North Kivu, 4,512 in Tanganyika and the rest 
(8,953) in other provinces. 52,499 boxes composed of 150 bags each of Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF), which 
has arrived in country, will be distributed to partners to ensure the treatment of 65,000 SAM cases in the coming 6-9 
months.  

The technical Rapid Response Team and Global Nutrition Cluster was deployed in the Infant and Young Children in 
Feeding in Emergencies (IYCF-E) Advisory in Kasai provinces, for six weeks, to strengthen the delivery of the IYCF-E 
response through the provision of senior leadership, technical support and capacity building to government and locals, 
and international non-governmental organizations working in the area. 

Health 
In April 2018, a total of 1,213 children (6 months-14 years) were vaccinated against measles and 25,513 people received 
access to primary health care through the Rapid Response to Population Movements (RRMP) programme. In the 
Province of Lomami5, 13,278 out of 133,604 (85%) children (aged 0 to 59 months) were vaccinated against the polio strain 
cVDVP2 in three health zones. In Tanganyika, 595,213 out of 581,962 (102%) children (aged 0 to 59 months) were 
vaccinated against polio in 11 Health Zones6.  

The cholera epidemic continues to propagate in the provinces of Kasai Oriental (93 cases), South Kivu (195 cases), and 
Tanganyika (157 cases) during the month of April. UNICEF contributes to cholera response in collaboration with 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) in the three provinces by providing technical assistance, cash for 
investigation of cases, lactate ringer, Oral Rehydration Solutions (ORS) and C4D activities. In four Health Zones7 in 
Tanganyika, 12,854 people were sensitized (2,779 men, 3,709 women, 2,686 boys and girls 3,680); 864 households visited 
and 72 households disinfected; and treatment was provided to affected population through the Cholera Treatment 
Units/Centers8. 

WASH 
In April 2018, a total of 531,697 people (188,120 in ongoing conflicts, 427,314 affected or at risk of cholera, and 9,494 
malnourished children) benefited from a WASH package and/or received WASH assistance from nutrition centers.  

In South Kivu, cholera response activities led by UNICEF implementing partners (Norwegian Church Aid (NCA) and ADRA 
promoted chlorination, disinfection, and sensitization activities reaching 42,811 Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) and 
host families in the major outbreak hotspots9.  

In Ituri province, at least 41,850 (IDPs) and host community members were provided with WASH supplies in Katirogo and 
Simbyliabo areas (Bunia Territory).  

In the Kasai region, UNICEF and RRMP partners (ACF) distributed WASH in Nutrition Kits, initiated chlorination activities 
and sensitized the parents of 4,824 SAM children in Kamonia and Bukonde Health Zones.   

                                                        
5 Areas: Kalonda Est, Kalambayi Kabange and Lubao 
6 Health zones: Ankoro, Kabalo, Kalemie, Kansimba, Kiambi, Kongolo,  Manono, Mbulula, Moba, Nyemba, Nyunzu 
7 Health zones: Kalemie, Nyemba, Kabalo, and Manono 
8 Cholera Treatment Centers: Kalemie and Tembwe (Kalemie Health Zone), UTC Taba Congo and UTC AKitoke (Nyemba Health Zone), Kabalo Center and  Manono 
Center. 
9 Outbreak hotspots: Fizi, Uvira, Nundu and Kimba 
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In Tanganyika province, 102,753 IDPs living in 12 sites in Kalemie and Nyunzu territories were provided with emergency 
water supply and latrines. In Kongolo and Mulula Health Zones, 2,083 children (SAM)-(MAM) and their families received 
a WiN package.  

In Haut Katanga Province, UNICEF partners Assistance aux Communautes Demunies (ACD) and Action Contre la 
Pauvrete (ACP) delivered latrines, showers, water points, and WiN Kits to 36,377 IDPs.  

 Education 
During the month of April, UNICEF interventions enabled access to education and psychosocial support to 12,403 
children (including 6,449 girls) in Ituri, South Kivu, and Tanganyika through catch-up classes and enrolment in host 
community schools. In addition, 3,597 children (including 1,870 girls) received school materials.  

979 teachers (including 274 women) were trained on psychosocial support, peacebuilding education and child-centered 
pedagogy to strengthen children learning and support needs in the conflict affected areas, which in return provides 
learning and psychosocial support to children affected by the crisis. 660 children improved their learning conditions 
through the rehabilitation of 12 classrooms.  

The RRMP mechanism provided 14,294 children (5-11 years) with access to education and psychosocial activities in April 
2018 in North Kivu, Ituri, and Tanganyika. The mechanism also provided learning materials to 11,846 children and 
enabled the reintegration of 10,908 displaced children back into schools, in the host communities. 

Child Protection 
In April 2018, a total of 12,172 children, including 5,682 (47%) girls, affected by conflicts were provided with care and 
assistance, with support from UNICEF. This included 338 children, who were formerly associated with armed 
forces/groups, were identified and provided with temporary assistance. 278 Unaccompanied And Separated Children 
(UASC) were identified and placed in alternative care arrangements and follow-up. A total of 171 UASCs, out of 278 
identified, were reunited with their biological families. Since January 2018, UNICEF continues to implement psychosocial 
support activities for 41,864 children including 1,826 CAAFAG and 2,700 UASC.  

497 girl survivors of sexual violence were provided with a holistic response10. 616 children (UASC and CAAFAG) passed 
through transitional counseling centers and host families.  

Host families continue to support 246 children (77) girls in Ituri province (154), South Kivu (60) and North Kivu (32), 
allowing children to continue their school program, vocational and economic reintegration since January 2018. 

Non-Food Items (NFI) / Shelter materials 
During the month of April, 116,955 people, in Haut Katanga, Ituri, Kasai Central, North Kivu, Tanganyika and Tshopo 
provinces, were provided with access to essential household and personal Non-Food Items (NFI) and shelter materials.  

Rapid Response to Movements of Populations (RRMP)  
In April 2018, a total of 103,355 new IDPs (20,671 households) were assisted through the RRMP mechanism in the Eastern 
and Southern DRC with a multi-sectoral package covering Health, WASH, Education/Child protection and NFIs needs in 
the provinces of Tanganyika, Ituri, Maniema, North Kivu and South Kivu. Globally, three rapid multi-sectoral evaluations 
and seven multi-sectoral interventions were launched this month.  

In the province of Maniema and South Kivu, 5,768 IDPs households received unconditional cash support in Kalonge 
(Kalehe territory) and Kabambare City (Kabambare territory), through the RRMP mechanism. These interventions were 
carried out in areas that are difficult to access. A total of 1,951 IDP households received NFIs Kits and another 12,952 
households were reached through NFI fairs.  

In the Kasai provinces, a multi-sectorial package (NFI, WASH, and Health) was provided to the population in collaboration 
with Actions Contre la Faim. 111 households received Non-Food Items, about 600,000 litres of water were chlorinated, 
over 140,000 Aquatabs were distributed, and 13,130 people received access to primary health care (7202 women). 804 
WiN kits were distributed in the health zones of Bukonde in Kasai Central and Kamonia health zone in Kasai province.   

                                                        
10 Holistic response is the overall response to survivors of sexual violence that includes psychosocial care, medical care, socio-economic reintegration and legal 
assistance 
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Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  
Interventions focusing on strengthening Communications in Emergencies have made important achievements during 
this reporting period.  Key messages and awareness raising on polio vaccination and preventative measures against the 
spread of cholera were delivered through community engagement meetings.  These meetings were organized to inform 
community members on cholera prevention, the promotion of Essential Family Practices, continuous promotion for 
Education, and positive Child Protection practices in Kasai, Tanganyika, and South Kivu.  

In the provinces of Kasai, Tanganyika, and South Kivu, more than 587 mobilizers were identified with the common goal 
to engage the population through community radio stations, village committees, churches, schools, as well as women 
and youth associations.  

About 4,724,811 people were reached with key communication messages in the provinces of Kasai, Kasai Central, 
Tanganyika , Sud-Kivu, Kasai Oriental, Sankuru, Lomami and  Equateur, all  located in L3 Emergency regions and/or 
where cholera and polio outbreaks remain active. 
 
Media and External Communication  
UNICEF organized a field trip to the Kasai region for a delegation of the UK National Committee for UNICEF and a press 
team of Channel 4. The story was broadcasted by two British television channels, Channel 4 and ITV, which focused on 
children formerly associated with the militias and malnutrition.  In addition, UNICEF facilitated a mission of ITV to the 
conflict affected province of Ituri. Other press coverage on the humanitarian situation in DRC, its impact on children and 
UNICEF’s response include Actualite.cd,  All Africa, Irin, France 24. 

The DRC Country Office continued to create attention for the humanitarian crisis in DRC and UNICEF’s response through 
its blog www.ponabana.com and published 7 blogposts as well as 9 Facebook-posts and more than 30 tweets.   
   
Funding  
From January to April 2018, UNICEF DRC received US$20 million out of the US$268 million 2018 HAC appeal amount. In 
addition, UNICEF has approximately US$29 million funding carried over from the previous year. UNICEF DRC received 
generous contributions from donors including US$490,000 from the United States Fund for UNICEF, US$1,410,608 from 
UNOCHA through the CERF funding mechanism towards nutrition, US$1,203,369 from SIDA-Sweden towards the RRMP 
programme, US$605,813 from the UK towards WASH and US$246,914 from the German Committee towards multi-
sectorial Kasai projects. 

Funding Requirements (as defined in the revised Humanitarian Appeal 2018) 
 

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available* Funding gap  
Funds 

Received 
Current 
Year** 

Carry-
Over*** 

$ % 

 
Nutrition  137,940,000 1,900,608 9,823,573 126,215,819 92%  
Health  10,583,769 534,884 470,949 9,577,937 90%  
WASH 28,085,485 4,866,085 1,387,053 21,832,347 78%  
Child Protection  21,290,500 2,103,738 1,671,341 17,515,421 82%  
Education  16,269,000 5,050,550 1,076,773 10,141,677 62%  
RRMP (including Cash-
based interventions)  

52,302,250 5,624,266 14,497,499 32,180,485 62% 

 
Cluster/Sector 
Coordination 

1,650,000 
 

0 1,650,000 100% 

 
Total 268,121,004 20,080,131 28,927,188 219,113,686 82%  

* Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous 
year. 
 ** ‘Funds received’ does not include pledges  
***Carry-over figure is the unutilized programmable balance that was carried over from the prior year to the 
current year, as of year-end closure  

 
For information on the Ebola response please visit: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/drc_sitreps.html  
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UNICEF DRC on Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEFDRC 
UNICEF DRC on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFRDC/   
UNICEF DRC Country Website: https://www.unicef.org/drcongo/english 
UNICEF DRC Humanitarian Action for Children: www.unicef.org/appeals/drc  

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 
 

Aude Rigot  
Chief Emergency/Transition 
UNICEF DRC 
Tel: + (243) 817 096 792 
E-mail: arigot@unicef.org  
 

Gianfranco Rotigliano  
Representative a.i.  
UNICEF DRC 
Tel: + (243) 996 050 399 
E-mail: grotigliano@unicef.org  
 
 

Tajudeen Oyewale 
Deputy Representative  
UNICEF DRC 
Tel : +(243) 996 050 200 
E-mail : toyewale@unicef.org  
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Annex A 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESPONSE  
  UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   
 

Overall 
needs 

2018 
Total 

Target 

Total 
results 

Change 
since last 

report  
▲▼ 

2018 
Target 

Total 
results 

Change 
since last 

report  
▲▼ 

NUTRITION  2,000,000
11  

            

# of children 6-59 months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for therapeutic care  

  1,140,000 48,226 18,539 1,306,000 57,099 24,454 

HEALTH  10,500,000              

# of children (6 months-14 years) in humanitarian 
situations vaccinated against measles 

  979,784 626,335 1,213       

# of people affected by conflict and disease outbreaks 
having received access to primary health care 

  624,165 107,260 25,851       

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 13,100,000              
# of natural disaster and conflict-affected people with 
access to water, hygiene and sanitation basic services  

  1,987,500 495,296 188,120 3,262,000 855,277 434,488 

# of persons in cholera-prone zones and other epidemic 
affected zones (yellow fever, FHV, etc.) benefitting 
from preventive as well as WASH cholera-response 
packages 

  1,893,750 1,187,347 427,314 4,304,000 1,392,272 573,201 

# of severely malnourished children and host family 
receiving WASH assistance from the nutrition centres, 
through to the household level 

  549,124 11,970 9,494 652,627 11,970 9,494 

CHILD PROTECTION  7,925,500              
# of children formerly associated with armed 
forces/groups released and provided with temporary 
assistance 

  6,000 1,826 338 7,200 2,120 577 

# of Unaccompanied and Separated Children (UASC) 
identified and/or placed in alternative care 
arrangements and/or who benefited from individual 
follow-up (SC/ UASC ; girls / boys) 

  11,700 2,700 278 13,000 3,343 352 

# of separated and unaccompanied children identified 
and reunited with their families  

  2,500 1,128 171 3,500 1,300 212 

# of displaced, refugee and returnee children provided 
with safe access to community spaces for socialization, 
play and learning 

  100,000 41,864 11,556 170,000 48,293 12,820 

# of identified survivors of sexual violence provided with 
a comprehensive response  

  5,200 1,375 497       

EDUCATION 3,400,000              

# of girls & boys (5-11 years) affected by conflict or 
natural disasters given access to quality education and 
psychosocial activities 

  623,750 133,104 37,605 1,700,000 194,407 26,697 

# of school aged boys and girls (5 to 11 years) affected 
by crisis receiving learning materials 

  623,750 89,808 15,443 1,700,000 160,560 15,443 

# of teachers trained on learner-centered 
methodologies, peace education, conflict/disaster risk 
reduction (C/DRR), and Psychosocial support 

  9,273 4,135 1,188 30,909 7,267 1,188 

NFI/Shelter (RRMP)  4,700,000              

# of people provided with essential household items, 
and shelter materials 

  437,500 243,584 74,515 3,700,000 541,917 116,955 

Multipurpose Cash-based Assistance  4,700,000              

# of people receive an Unconditional Cash Grant  603,950 190,744 28,840 3,971,050  190,744 28,840 

COMMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT  10,500,000              

# of people reached with key life-saving & behaviour 
change messages on: the humanitarian available 
services, child rights protection and Key family 
practices 

  7,600,000 4,724,811 935,042       

                                                        
11 Please note that 4.6 million mentioned on the January SitRep is overall nutrition needs, including adults. 2 million is only for SAM-affected children. 
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RRMP contributions to UNICEF overall response  

 Those RRMP targets and results are included in the Summary 
of national programme response table above. 

2018 RRMP Response 
 

  Target Total results  
Change since last 

report ▲▼ 

NUTRITION        

# of children 6-59 months with Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) 
admitted for therapeutic care  

2,100 1,949 872 

HEALTH        

# of children (6 months-14 years) in humanitarian situations 
vaccinated against measles 

10,500 
2,851 

1,213 

# of people affected by conflict and disease outbreaks having 
received access to primary health care 

105,000 
81,108 

25,513 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE       

# of natural disaster and conflict-affected people with access to 
water, hygiene and sanitation basic services  

787,500 97,209 0 

# of persons in cholera-prone zones and other epidemic affected 
zones (yellow fever, FHV, etc.) benefitting from preventive as well 
as WASH cholera-response packages 

393,750 
                                                      

-   0 

# of severely malnourished children and host family receiving 
WASH assistance from the nutrition centres, through to the 
household level 

TBD 1,166 0 

EDUCATION       

# of girls & boys (5-11 years) affected by conflict or natural 
disasters given access to quality education and psychosocial 
activities 

113,750 
80,865 25,202 

# of school aged boys and girls (5 to 11 years) affected by crisis 
receiving learning materials 

113,750 
46,468 11,846 

# of teachers trained on learner-centered methodologies, peace 
education, conflict/disaster risk reduction (C/DRR), and 
Psychosocial support 

2,275 1,981 209 

NFI/Shelter (RRMP)       

# of people provided with essential household items, and shelter 
materials 

437,500 243,584 74,515 

Multipurpose Cash-based Assistance       

# of people receive an Unconditional Cash Grant 437,500 100,387 28,840 

COMMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT        

# of people reached with key life-saving & behaviour change 
messages on: the humanitarian available services, child rights 
protection and Key family practices 

875,000 208,636 74,515 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


