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Situation in Numbers 

7,500,000 
children in need of 

humanitarian assistance 

(OCHA, HRP 2019) 

 

12,800,000  
people in need 

(OCHA, HRP 2019) 

 

1,260,000* 
Internally displaced people 

(IDPs) (HRP 2019) 
*estimates for 2019 

 

19,890 
cases of cholera reported 

since January 

(Ministry of Health) UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 
 

Highlights 
• 30 September 2019, UNICEF’s Rapid Response to Movements of 

Population (RRMP) has officially ended after being the largest provider of 
multi-sectoral aid for rapid responses in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC)  

• September 2019, a new academic school year has started in the DRC. 
UNICEF has reached over 170,000 children with access to quality 
education and psychosocial support, distribution of learning materials, 
and training of teachers to further promote a stable learning environment. 
Despite these efforts, educational needs in the DRC remain significant 
with over 2.6 million children affected by emergencies 

• UNICEF has scaled up its humanitarian response in Ituri and South Kivu 
provinces because of new waves of violence in the affected areas  

• The DRC Humanitarian Action for Children is significantly underfunded 
with a 74% funding gap. This gap impacts UNICEF’s response to 
recurring crises and prevent more than 3 million children from accessing 
their basic rights, such as access to education and nutritional support 
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 

UNICEF appeals for US$ 326M to sustain provision of humanitarian services for women and children in the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo (DRC). In September, UNOCHA and the United Kingdom Committee for UNICEF have 

generously contributed to UNICEF DRC humanitarian response. UNICEF expresses its sincere gratitude to all public 

and private donors for the contributions received. However, the 2019 HAC still has a funding gap of 74%. Without 

sufficient funding, over 700,000 children will not have access to adequate therapeutic care for severe acute malnutrition 

(SAM), over 750,000 children affected by conflicts or natural disasters will not access quality education and psychosocial 

activities, and 737,000 persons affected by conflicts or natural disasters will not gain access to basic WASH services.  

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
- Returnees from Angola crisis: of the 12,709 spontaneous returnees from Lovua refugee camp in Angola 

during the month of August 2019, 6,405 people including, 3,587 children, have been transported to Kandi site, 

Kasai Central province1. 5,000 returnees remain in the Kalambambuji site, Kasai Central province, where they 

continue to live in precarious conditions with multi-sectoral needs.  

- Minembwe, South Kivu crisis: in early September, a fourth wave of intercommunity conflicts led to an 

additional displacement of 49,000 IDPs in Minembwe, 1,500 IDPs in Mikenge, and 63,000 IDPs along the Abala 

– Mukera – Fizi Center axis2. 210,960 IDPs3 have been identified since the beginning of the crisis in May 2019.  

- Maniema: 24 September 2019, torrential rains led to the destruction of 1,934 houses in Kindu, Maniema 

province, leaving over 14,400 persons homeless4. In addition, nine schools have been destroyed and 5,409 

students, of which 2,709 girls, have lost their school materials due to the heavy rain.  

- Tanganyika: 20 September 2019, the government has decided to close 3 of 14 IDP sites in Kalemie, 

Tanganyika province5. 6,013 households are affected by this decision, of which 72% of the households have 

decided to return to their original communities.  

- Ituri:  the crisis in Ituri province has led to an acute humanitarian crisis, with multiple protection violations against 

children and women. Attacks on villages and IDPs spontaneous sites (Rho and Duko) by armed men continued 

during the month of September6. 223 civil protection incidents have been recorded, of which 155 incidents (70% 

of cases) are grave violations against children (40 cases of murder and mutilation, 17 cases of kidnapping and 

forced recruitments, and 98 attacks on schools7). 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition 

During the reporting period, based on the National Nutrition Department of the DRC (PRONANUT) and Ministry of 

Health, a total of 41,000 children under 5 years old suffering from Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) received treatment, 

of which 3,294 cases were inpatients. The recovery rate stands at 82.8%, the rate of death at 0.7% and the rate of 

defaulter at 10.1%8. Since January 2019, UNICEF has supported the treatment of 210,043 severely malnourished 

children.  

 

In September, the nutrition cluster conducted a capacity building workshop for 63 sub-national cluster members in the 

Great Kasai9. The objectives of the workshop were to strengthen and improve coordination of the nutrition cluster. An 

identified gap is the availability of supplies for treatment of other diseases, such as malaria, in the health centers. 

 

Health 

As of week 37, 19,890 cases of cholera have been recorded in 21 provinces of the DRC, of which 358 deaths (2% 

lethality rate) were notified. The cholera outbreak affects 160 out of 519 health zones in the country.   

 

                                                   
1 Source: inter-agency mission report in Kalambambuji and UNHCR report from coordination meetings  
2 Source: sub-cluster child protection monthly report August-September 2019  
3 Source: Regional Inter Cluster in South Kivu and OCHA. July 2019 
4 Source: Caritas-Developpement Kindu, protection civile et division des affaires humanitaires. 26 September 2019 
5 Source: HAG 27 September 2019, UNOCHA 
6 Source: sub-cluster child protection monthly report August-September 2019 
7 Numbers are still being verified by the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism (MRM) 
8 Recommended standard thresholds: Recovery >75%; death rate <5% and default rate <15% 
9 Great Kasai provinces: Kasai, Kasai Oriental, Kasai Occidental, Sankuru, Haut Lomami  
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As of week 37, 187,509 cases of measles have been reported, affecting 199 out of 519 health zones in all 26 provinces 

of the DRC10. The measles outbreak has resulted in more deaths than the Ebola outbreak (2,019 Ebola deaths), with 

3,736 deaths related to measles (1.99% lethality rate) in 2019. 

 

In response to the measles outbreak, UNICEF launched mass measles vaccination campaigns in Kasai Oriental, North 

Kivu, South Kivu, Kasai, and Tanganyika, reaching 1,078,290 (100% coverage) children.  

  

During the reporting period, 64,617 persons were reached with access to primary health care (free consultations, SAM 

case referrals, treatment of diarrheal disease), reaching a total of 243,789 persons since January.  

 

 

WASH                                                      

In September, 43,015 persons benefited from WASH assistance, of which 36,459 persons affected by conflicts were in 

the Kasai and Ituri, and 7,350 persons affected by cholera epidemics in North Kivu.  

 

In Kasai province, 11,754 persons affected by conflicts gained access to safe water through the rehabilitation of eight 

water sources in Kananga health zone by UNICEF’s implementing partner Centre pour le Développement Intégré de 

Lukibu (CEILU) and six water sources in Bukonde health zone by UNICEF’s implementing partner World Vision. In Ituri 

province, 196,210 liters of water have been treated in Lodda IDP site, 48 latrine doors and 24 shower doors were 

constructed, 34 latrine kits were distributed, and 12 handwashing stations were installed through UNICEF’s 

implementing partner PPSSP. 7,350 students and persons from 15 churches were raised awareness on WASH 

practices during the reporting period. Furthermore, 45 Community Relays (RECOs), 141 women and 85 men community 

leaders, and 139 youths, of which 97 girls, received training on WASH practices.  

 

In September, a workshop was held to organise the WASH cluster’s cholera strategy to align with international and 

national policies. Furthermore, a revision of the minimum required engagement for WASH Cluster members was 

launched as well as the review of the decision tree for the WASH aspect of the Early Response Mechanism (ERM). 

Challenges are the absence of an Information Manager for the WASH cluster at the national level and the need to 

improve sub-national clusters capacities. The WASH cluster continues to analyse the cholera epidemiological 

development (alerts, response, gaps) and continues to collect and report data. 

 

Education 

The number of children reached by the education sector has significantly increased compared to the previous reporting 

periods due to the start of the new academic year in September 2019. 45,167 conflict-affected children aged between 

6-17 years old, gained access to quality education in the provinces of Tanganyika, Greater Kasai, South Kivu, Ituri, and 

North Kivu. Among those students, 13,788 children received psychosocial support11, of which 2,068 children with special 

needs were taken care by social workers. In addition, 40,291 children received school supplies in the affected 

provinces12. 1,613 teachers were trained on child-centered methodologies, peace education and psycho-social support 

in an effort to promote stable learning environments. For the new academic year, UNICEF’s priority is to maintain 

children affected by emergencies and conflicts enrolled in school.   

 

During the month of September, 26,000 children, of which 13,500 girls, have been identified without access to education 

as a result of the Djugu crisis, Ituri province. In addition, 36,000 children, of which 18,700 girls, do not have access to 

quality education in Mwenga and Shabunda health zones, South Kivu territory, due to limited humanitarian actors’ 

access in the zones. Furthermore, the affected health zones lack learning school materials, temporary classrooms, and 

teachers lack training. CERF funds were allocated in the two provinces to provide an educational response to the most 

vulnerable children in Ituri and South Kivu province. 

 

In September, the education cluster started the consultative process for developing a Multi-Year Resilience Program 

(MYRP) with the support of the donor Education Cannot Wait (ECW).  

 

 

                                                   
10 Source: Ministry of Health, 24.09.2019 

11 Pyschosocial activities: group discussion sessions on student’s experiences, recreational activities, sport activities, participatory theatre shows 
12 Affected provinces: Tanganyika, Greater Kasai, South Kivu, Ituri, and North Kivu 
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Child Protection 

Since the beginning of the year, UNICEF and its partners reached 127,734 (100% reached) children with psychosocial 

activities, 2,270 (38% reached) Children formerly Associated with Armed Forces/Groups (CAAFG) benefitted with 

individual follow-ups and 1,956 (24% reached) children of Unaccompanied and Separated Children (UASC) were 

reunified with their families. UNICEF and its partners continue their efforts to improve these results and reach more 

children before the end of the year. 

 

Exceeding the psychosocial target is related to the high attendance of children in child-friendly spaces, especially in Ituri 

due to the Djugu crisis (more than 2,000 children per day and per child friendly spaces). UNICEF is currently working 

with its partners to increase the number of child-friendly spaces, as well as their capacities. Furthermore, in Ituri, family 

reunification remains difficult due security constraints. For the month of September, a total of 126 UASC have been 

reunified with their families.  

 

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  

The communication campaign promoting the vaccine-derived polio vaccination to over 2,000,000 parents and caregivers 

was launched in six provinces13 by 3,500 community workers14. The campaign reached out to parents and caregivers 

to highlight the importance of polio vaccines through testimonials of former polio victims through speeches and plays in 

22 affected health zones.  

 

In Tanganyika province15, 135 community workers reached 2,804 people with information on preventive measures 

against cholera to displaced families. 

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy 
- UNICEF leads three clusters (nutrition, WASH, and education) and the NFI and Child protection sub-clusters 

at the national and decentralized level 
- UNICEF co-leads the Cash Working Group and the Groupe de Travail sur la Reponse Rapide (GTRR) in 

Goma and   
- UNICEF participates in inter-cluster and inter-organizations meetings at the national and decentralized levels 

and is an active member of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT).  
- WASH, nutrition, education and NFI clusters continue to work on the 2020 Humanitarian Needs Overview 

(HNO)/Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) process. In September, workshops focused on developing 
methodologies to determine people in need, target and budget, indicators and objectives.  
 

Human Interest Stories and External Media 

The CO issued a statement following the massacres of civilians in Ituri, including the brutal killing of 15 children. The 

CO has posted more than 125 messages on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter and uploaded 10 content pieces on its 

website related to humanitarian issues. 

 

Human Interest Story: Families suffer the consequences of violence in eastern DRC. After her life went up in smoke 

from the attack, Janette ended up in a camp for displaced persons in Bunia.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   
13 Upper Lomami, Upper Katanga, Tanganyika, Tshuapa, Tshopo and Mongala 
14 Community Animation Cell (CAC) members, community mobilizers and carers, radio journalists, association members and members of the local 
Communication Task Forces 
15 Affected health zones Kalemie, Nyemba, Kongolo, Moba 

https://twitter.com/UNICEFDRC/status/1175446941448232960
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFRDC/
https://www.instagram.com/unicefrdcongo/
https://twitter.com/UNICEFDRC
https://www.unicef.org/drcongo/en
https://www.unicef.org/drcongo/en/stories/families-consequences-violence-eastern-DRC
https://www.unicef.org/drcongo/en/stories/families-consequences-violence-eastern-DRC
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Next SitRep: 15/11/2019  
 

UNICEF DRC Sitrep: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/drc_sitreps.html  

 

DRC Ebola and Preparedness Response: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/ebola-preparedness-response.html  

 

UNICEF DRC Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/ 

 

 

 

  

Who to contact for 

further information: 

Name: Edouard Beigbeder 

Title: Representative 

Name of Country Office: UNICEF 

DRC 

Tel: +(243) 996 050 399 

Email: ebeigbeder@unicef.org  

 Name: Pierre Bry 

Title: Chief Field Operations DRC 

Name of Country Office: UNICEF 

DRC 

Tel: +(243) 817 045 473 

Email: pbry@unicef.org  

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/drc_sitreps.html
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/ebola-preparedness-response.html
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/
mailto:ebeigbeder@unicef.org
mailto:pbry@unicef.org
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

  Cluster/Sector Response UNICEF and its partners 

Sector 
Overall 

needs 
2019 target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since 

last 

report 

▲▼ 

2019 target 
Total 

results* 

Change 

since 

last 

report 

▲▼ 

Nutrition 1,415,850       

# of children 6-59 

months with Severe 

Acute Malnutrition 

(SAM) admitted for 

therapeutic care 

 986,708 450,783 41,000 911,907 210,227 41,000 

Health 5,480,998       

# of children (6 months-

14 years) in 

humanitarian situations 

vaccinated against 

measles 

    1,028,959 1,078,290* 0 

# of people affected by 

conflict and disease 

outbreaks having 

received access to 

primary health care 

    607,832 243,789 64,617 

WASH 8,000,000       

# of natural disaster and 

conflict-affected people 

with access to water, 

hygiene and sanitation 

basic services  

 2,232,120 828,007 75,992 1,277,848 540,846 36,459 

# of persons in cholera-

prone zones and other 

epidemic affected zones 

(yellow fever, FHV, etc.) 

benefitting from 

preventive as well as 

WASH cholera-response 

packages 

 6,436,482 715,617 7,350 2,582,293 548,356 7,350 

# of severely 

malnourished children 

and host family receiving 

WASH assistance from 

the nutrition centres, 

through to the 

household level 

 323,598 3,700 2,945 282,749 755 0 

Child Protection 4,000,000       

# of children associated 

with armed 

forces/groups identified 

and who benefited from 

individual follow-up  

 7,200 4,584 572 6,000 2,270 417 

# of children associated 

with armed 

forces/groups who 

benefited from 

 7,200 1,764 166 6,000 385 27 
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integration/reintegration 

support 

# of Unaccompanied 

and Separated Children 

(UASC) identified and/or 

placed in alternative care 

arrangements 

 10,000 5,373 445 8,000 3,397 353 

# of Unaccompanied 

and Separated Children 

(UASC) reunified with 

their families or provided 

with long term solutions 

 10,000 3,230 386 8,000 1,956 126 

# of children benefited 

from psychosocial 

support, including access 

to child friendly spaces  

 150,000 166,505 9,899 120,000 127,734 7,734 

# of girls and boys 

survivors of gender-

based violence provided 

with a comprehensive 

response  

 5,000 1,991 55   ▼ 

# of EVD orphans and 

separated children 

identified who received 

appropriate care and 

psycho-social support as 

well as material 

assistance 

 7,400 5,775 1,491   ▲ 

Education 5,237,732       

# of girls & boys (5-17 

years) affected by 

conflict or natural 

disasters given access to 

quality education and 

psychosocial activities 

 2,618,866 324,461 62,674 908,283 171,159 45,167 

# of school aged boys 

and girls (5 to 17 years) 

affected by crisis 

receiving learning 

materials 

 2,618,866 213,750 43,857 908,283 155,969 40,291 

# of teachers trained on 

learner-centred 

methodologies, peace 

education, 

conflict/disaster risk 

reduction (C/DRR), and 

Psychosocial support 

 47,616 9,315 1,432 16,787 6,413 1,613 

# of school aged 

children reached with 

Ebola prevention 

information in school 

    1,090,006 1,023,617 95,052 

NFI/Shelter (RRMP) 6,700,000       

# of people provided 

with essential household 

items, and shelter 

materials 

 481,250 359,978 66,521 3,756,122 1,182,659 244,368 

Multipurpose Cash-

based Assistance 
3,337,673       
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# of people receive an 

Unconditional Cash 

Grant 

 3,756,122 1,182,659 244,368 481,250 358,978 65,521 

COMMMUNICATION 

FOR DEVELOPMENT  
10,500,000       

# of members of the 

formal community 

development structures 

and frontline workers 

trained, certified and 

actively engaged in 

community surveillance 

and participation  

    75,000 3,612 200 

"# of at-risk people in 

Ebola-affected zones 

engaged through face-

to-face activities and 

mass media  

    19,500,000 28,230,548** 4,199,724 

* Target exceeded due to increased numbers of measles epidemic outbreaks in the DRC 

** Target exceeded due to increased numbers of alerts and crisis in the DRC, suc has Ebola epidemics, mass displacement, and conflicts in Ituri 

and Tanganyika. 
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Annex B 

Funding Status* 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available*** Funding gap 

Received Current 

Year** 
Carry-Over**** $ % 

Nutrition  143,861,994 5,961,271 14,839,066 123,061,657 86% 

Health 17,398,569 1,225,310 14,549,419 1,623,840 9% 

WASH 23,961,326 9,897,090 2,302,996 11,761,240 49% 

Child Protection 7,550,000 6,273,705 2,875,139 0 0% 

Education 60,260,103 6,991,747 910,960 52,357,397 87% 

Communication for 

Development 
22,560,200 5,656,336 587,614 16,316,250 72% 

RRMP (including 

cash based 

interventions) 

48,895,000 3,934,821 7,738,796 37,221,384 76% 

Cluster/Sector 

Coordination  
1,621,102 5,251,534 0 0 0% 

Total 326,108,294.00 45,191,813.55 43,803,990.17 242,341,766.62 74% 

* As defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 01/10/2019 for a period of 9 months 

** Funds received does not include pledges 

*** Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year 

**** Carry-over figure is the unutilized programmable balance that was carried over from the prior year to the current year, as of year-end closure 

 

 


