
1 

 

Funds 
received 
in 2019, 
$97.7. M

Carry-
forward, 
$43.8M

Funding 
gap, 

$224.3 M

Funding Status (in US$)

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

  

 

                                                                       

                                                                     

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*does not include Ebola funding gap 

Situation in Numbers 

7,500,000  
children in need of 

humanitarian assistance 

(OCHA, HRP 2019) 

 

12,800,000  
people in need 

(OCHA, HRP 2019) 

 

1,260,000 
Internally displaced people 

(IDPs) (HRP 2019) * 

*estimates for 2019 

 

30,129 

Cases of cholera reported 

since January  

(Ministry of health) UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 
 

Highlights 

 
• Armed conflicts and violence against civilians continued to cause new 

displacements across the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and 
further exacerbate humanitarian needs in the eastern region of the 
country. From January to late December, nearly 3,300 conflict-related 
deaths in the DRC have been recorded, of which more than 90 percent 
of incidents occurred in Ituri, North Kivu, and South Kivu provinces 
 

• Between January and December, the DRC faced a record-breaking 
measles epidemic, affecting more than a quarter of a million people and 
over 5,000 deaths have been reported 

 

• In 2019, UNICEF DRC had a funding gap of USD$ 224.3 million* (69%), 
which limited UNICEF’s response in nutrition, education and 
communication for development  
 

• During the month of December, at least 900,000 people were affected by 
floods in 12 provinces of the DRC  

 

Democratic 

Republic of the 

Congo 
Humanitarian Situation 
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 

UNICEF appeals for US$ 326M to sustain provision of life-saving services for women and children in the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo (DRC). In December 2019, ECHO, German National Committee for UNICEF, and CERF have 

generously contributed to UNICEF DRC humanitarian response. UNICEF expresses its sincere gratitude to all public 

and private donors for the contributions received. However, the 2019 HAC still has a funding gap of 69%, which has 

affected UNICEF’s response in nutrition, education, and communication for development. To meet the immediate 

response needs, UNICEF has reallocated US$ 400,000 from regular resources to respond to flooding crisis in North 

and South Ubangi.  

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

Flooding: As of December, over 900,000 people1 were estimated to have been affected by floods across the DRC, of 

which 40% of affected persons were in Nord Ubangi (246,000 people) and Sud Ubangi provinces (208,000 people).  In 

the two provinces, the floods have caused significant material damage with over 32,000 houses destroyed, 632 water 

sources and 142 schools and health centers damaged.  

Cholera: As of week 52, 30,129 cases2 of cholera have been recorded in 22 provinces of the DRC, of which 513 deaths 

were notified. During the reporting period, the most affected provinces were South Kivu, Haut Katanga, North Kivu, 

Tanganyika, Tshopo and Haut Lomami provinces, of which 660 out of the 714 cases were reported. 

 

Nutrition: In December 2019, a total of 26 of the 456 health zones3 were in nutritional alerts in 10 provinces of the DRC. 

 

Child Protection: In Djugu territory, Ituri province, a total of 85 Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism (MRM) cases 

have been documented after the peak of attacks in September. In Masisi and Rutshuru territories, Nord Kivu province, 

alarming trends have been observed with respectively 40 and 52 Children formerly Associated with Armed 

Forces/Groups (CAAFAG) identified and assisted per month.  

 

Internally displaced populations (IDPs): As of December, four waves of population displacements were recorded in 

North Kivu as a result violent militia clash. These incidents led to the displacement of more than 110,200 persons4, who 

are currently living in host communities.  The affected populations live in precarious conditions with significant needs in 

health care, WASH, food, dignity kits for women and girls. In South Kivu province, over 91,250 IDPs fled from Minembwe 

(Fizi Territory) and Itombwe sector (Mwenga Territory) between September and November, towards the lower highlands 

and Tanganyika coastline in Fizi Territory5. These mass population displacements have further exacerbated the living 

conditions of host communities.  

 

Measles: Since January, 316,550 cases of measles have been reported in all 26 provinces of the country, of which 

6,102 deaths (1,9% lethality rate) were recorded. The number of measles cases in DRC this year is more than triple the 

number recorded for all of 2018.  

 

Ebola: As of 15th of December 2019, 3,230 confirmed cases and 2,095 deaths linked to Ebola have been recorded in 

the provinces of North Kivu and Ituri.  

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition 

From January to December 2019, based on the National Nutrition Department of the Ministry of Health (PRONANUT) 

database, a total of 322,097 children under 5 years old suffering from Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) received 

treatment (35.32% coverage) at UNICEF supported centers.  

 

Challenges in achieving the target in 2019 were mainly due to limited data availability in terms of reporting and 

insufficient availability of funding.  

 

                                                      
1 Source: WASH Cluster 
2 Source: PNECHOL, week 52 
3  Source: Nutritional Surveillance and Alert System (Système nutritionnel de surveillance et d'alerte précoce, SNSAP 2019) 
4 Source: UNOCHA 12 December 2019  
5 Source: UNHCR 1-31 December 2019 update 

https://www.unicef.org/drcongo/en/what-we-do/emergency-response/ebola-outbreak
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During the cluster’s monthly meetings, three Technical Working Group’s 2020 annual working plan were validated. 

Furthermore, the Nutrition Cluster Coordinator and the National Nutrition Program Director led a joint mission to 

strengthen the coordination of nutrition activities in Kasai Central province. This mission led to the development of a 

roadmap to strengthen coordination for greater synergy between stakeholders and avoid duplication of activities in 2020. 

 

Health 

During the reporting period, 9,830 persons were reached with access to primary health care (free consultations, SAM  

case referrals, treatment of diarrheal disease), reaching a total of 287,830 (47.35% coverage) persons since January.  

 

UNICEF’s target in providing access to primary health care was not reached in 2019 due to limited funding availability. 

 

WASH 

In December, UNICEF and implementing partners assisted 308,620 people with a WASH package, of which 283,967 

people were affected by ongoing conflicts and 24,653 severely malnourished children in the Kasais and Kwango regions. 

Since January 2019, 922,923 (72.2% coverage) persons affected by natural and conflicts were provided with access to 

basic WASH services, 844,633 (32.7% coverage) persons in cholera prone zones received a preventative WASH 

cholera response package, and 26,373 (9.3% coverage) severely malnourished children received a WASH assistance.  

 

The WASH indicators were not fully achieved in 2019 due to limited funding availability and limited access to affected 

areas due to high insecurities.  

 

In December, the WASH Cluster Coordinator conducted a large data collection campaign using the 5W tool, which 

improved the data collection process. The SAG held a meeting to review and validate technical documents and 

conducted follow up activities of the TWiG. Furthermore, the WASH Cluster launched a needs analysis to prioritize and 

make informed decision about the upcoming CERF Underfunded allocation.  

 

Education 

During December 2019, a total of 56,841 children (5-11 years) affected by conflict or natural disasters were provided an 

access to quality education and psychosocial activities in Tanganyika, Nord Kivu, Kasai, Kasai Central and Kasai 

Oriental provinces tanks to UNICEF and its implementing partners. Among them, 25,967 students were provided with 

learning materials and 26 temporary classrooms were established/reconstructed, benefitting 1,430 students. UNICEF 

also supported the training of 1,804 teachers on child centered learning methods, benefitting 99,220 students. Out of 

the trained teachers, 1,287 teachers were also trained on psychosocial support and/or peace education for an estimated 

number of 70,785 students. In Tanganyika, the response included catch-up classes for 80% of beneficiaries whose 

education has been disrupted as a result of conflict outbreaks, resulting in population displacements.  

 

Since January, 299,123 (32.9% coverage) girls and boys affected by conflict or natural disasters were given access to 

quality education and psychosocial activities and 231,953 (25.5% coverage) school aged boys and girls (5 to 17 years) 

affected by crisis received learning materials. Furthermore, 11,193 (66.7% coverage) teachers were trained on learner-

centered methodologies, peace education, conflict/disaster risk reduction (C/DRR), and Psychosocial support. 

 

December, the Education cluster organized a national consultation workshop on the development of the Multi Year 

Resilience Program (MYRP) under Education Cannot Wait support. 

 

Child Protection 

UNICEF and its partners achieved more than 100% of the 2019 psychosocial support target with more than 24,000 

children who benefited from psychosocial support in December. 17% of these beneficiaries were from North and South 

Ubangi, where UNICEF set up new Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) following floods in these provinces.  

 

At the end of the year, UNICEF achieved 51% of the CAAFAG care target and 59% of the Unaccompanied and 

Separated Children (UASC) care target. The figures related to reunification of UASC increased compared to the last 

reporting period (29% to 45%) due to improved reporting and data availability. However, reunification of UASC and 

CAAFAG continue to be a challenge because of security issues and armed violence especially in the east part of the 

country.  
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Funding for Child Protection in Emergencies activities, especially for reintegration support to CAAFAG, remain limited 

for all provinces affected by emergencies in 2019, which negatively impacts service delivery. This year, UNICEF 

managed to develop and launch a more innovative and individualized approach in terms of reintegration programs, but 

due to financial constraints, this program covered a limited percentage of CAAFAG’s needs. 

 

NFI 

In the last month, UNICEF and partners assisted 122,745 (people in the provinces of Ituri, Kinshasa, Maniema, North 

Kivu, North Ubangi, South Kivu and South Ubangi with access to essential household and personal Non-Food Items 

(NFI) including female dignity kits and shelter materials. UNICEF’s primary vehicle for NFI assistance remains the multi 

province, multi-sector UNI RR programme. Since January, UNICEF distributed 482,376 (100% coverage) NFI kits to 

affected populations. 

 

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  

In response to the vaccine-derived poliovirus (cVDPV) epidemic in 4 health zones6 across the provinces of Haut Katanga 

and Tanganyika, UNICEF launched a mass polio campaign in the affected provinces. Through UNICEF’s technical and 

financial support, the vaccination campaign targeted 200,000 parents and children (aged between 0 and 59 months) 

and shared key messages on polio disease, vaccination dates, campaign strategy and expected actions from community 

members. According to the World Health Organization’s monitoring assessments, more than 90% of parents targeted 

were reached with polio key messages. 

 

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy 
 

- UNICEF leads three clusters (nutrition, WASH, and education) and the NFI and Child protection sub-clusters at the 

national and decentralized level  

- UNICEF co-leads the Cash Working Group, Rapid Response Working Group and the Anti-Fraud Task Force in 

Kinshasa and Goma, North Kivu. UNICEF also co-leads the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism on grave violations 

against children in armed conflict (MRM) with the UN Deputy Special Representative to Secretary-General (DSRSG).  

- UNICEF participates in inter-cluster and inter-organizations meetings at the national and decentralized levels and is 

an active member of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) and Humanitarian Funding Advisory Board 

- WASH, nutrition, education and NFI clusters continue to work on the 2020 Humanitarian Needs Overview 

(HNO)/Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) process through the last revision of the planning numbers and the 

sectorial narrative for the HNO. Clusters also participated in the Information Management Working Group (IMWG) 

workshops.  

Human Interest Stories and External Media 

In December 2019, the communication team focused its external humanitarian communication work on two issues, the 

launch of the Humanitarian Appeal for Children 2020 and UNICEF’s response to the measles outbreak in DRC.. Several 

media picked this information up, including Radio Okapi, mediacongo.net Actualite.cd, RFI, forbes.com 

During the reporting period, the communication team posted more than 50 messages related to humanitarian issues on 

Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 

Next SitRep: 15/02/2020 
 

UNICEF DRC Sitrep: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/drc_sitreps.html  

DRC Ebola Response: https://www.unicef.org/drcongo/en/what-we-do/emergency-response/ebola-outbreak 

UNICEF DRC Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/ 

 

 

                                                      
6 Moba, Kashobwe, Kilwa and Pweto health zones  

https://www.unicef.org/drcongo/en/press-releases/humanitarian-action-children-appeal-2020
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/measles-outbreaks-continue-unabated-five-countries-accounted-nearly-half-all-measles
https://www.radiookapi.net/2019/12/09/emissions/magazine-un/beni-jean-pierre-lacroix-reaffirme-la-totale-mobilisation-des
https://www.mediacongo.net/article-actualite-60827_1_7_million_de_dollars_supplementaires_pour_renforcer_la_riposte_contre_l_epidemie_de_rougeole.html
https://actualite.cd/index.php/2019/12/04/rdc-lunicef-cherche-plus-de-262-millions-usd-pour-la-reponse-humanitaire-aux-besoins-des
http://www.rfi.fr/emission/20191205-rdc-rougeole-resistante-zones-rurales
https://www.forbes.com/sites/unicefusa/2019/12/17/as-measles-cases-surge-vaccines-are-the-best-way-to-keep-kids-safe/
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFRDC/
https://www.instagram.com/unicefrdcongo/
https://twitter.com/UNICEFDRC/
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/drc_sitreps.html
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/
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Who to contact for 

further information: 

Name: Edouard Beigbeder 

Title: Representative 

Name of Country Office: UNICEF 

DRC 

Tel: +(243) 996 050 399 

Email: ebeigbeder@unicef.org  

Name: Katya Marino 

Title: Deputy Representative 

Name of Country Office: UNICEF 

DRC 

Tel: +(243) 829 350 363 

Email: kmarino@unicef.org  

Name: Pierre Bry 

Title: Chief Field Operations DRC 

Name of Country Office: UNICEF 

DRC 

Tel: +(243) 817 045 473 

Email: pbry@unicef.org  

mailto:ebeigbeder@unicef.org
mailto:kmarino@unicef.org
mailto:pbry@unicef.org
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

  Cluster/Sector Response UNICEF and IPs 

Sector 
Overall 

needs 
2019 target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since 

last 

report 

▲▼ 

2019 

target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since last 

report 

▲▼ 

Nutrition 1,415,850       

# of children 6-59 months 

with Severe Acute 

Malnutrition (SAM) 

admitted for therapeutic 

care 

 986,708 562,653 34,392 911,907 322,097 34,392 

Health 5,480,998       

# of children (6 months-14 

years) in humanitarian 

situations vaccinated 

against measles 

    
 

1,028,959 

 

1,351,846 

 

0* 

# of people affected by 

conflict and disease 

outbreaks having received 

access to primary health 

care 

    
 

607,832 

 

287,830 

 

9,830 

WASH 8,000,000       

# of natural disaster and 

conflict-affected people 

with access to water, 

hygiene and sanitation 

basic services 

 2,232,120 
 

2,068,218 1142101 1,277,848 922,923 283,967 

# of persons in cholera-

prone zones and other 

epidemic affected zones 

(yellow fever, FHV, etc.) 

benefitting from 

preventive as well as 

WASH cholera-response 

packages 

 6,436,482 2,054,743 1042849 2,582,293 844,633 0 

# of severely 

malnourished children and 

host family receiving 

WASH assistance from 

the nutrition centres, 

through to the household 

level 

 323,598 64883 60218 282,749 26,373 24,653 

Child Protection 4,000,000       

# of children associated 

with armed forces/groups 

identified and who 

benefited from individual 

follow-up 

 7,200 5,610 383 6,000 3,073 251 

# of children associated 

with armed forces/groups 

who benefited from 

integration/reintegration 

support 

 7,200 2,971 820 6,000 1,105 454 

# of Unaccompanied and 

Separated Children 

(UASC) identified and/or 

 10,000 7,586 873 8,000 4,716 371 
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placed in alternative care 

arrangements 

# of Unaccompanied and 

Separated Children 

(UASC) reunified with 

their families or provided 

with long term solutions 

 10,000 4,965 1,335 8,000 3,599 1,263 

#  of children benefited 

from psychosocial 

support, including  access 

to child friendly spaces 

 150,000 259,910 32,061 120,000 199,231 27,671 

# of girls and boys 

survivors of gender-based 

violence provided with a 

comprehensive response 

    5,000 2,179 84 

# of EVD orphans and 

separated children 

identified who received 

appropriate care and 

psycho-social support as 

well as material 

assistance 

    
 

8,900 

 

7,808 

 

0 

Education 5,237,732       

# of girls & boys (5-17 

years) affected by conflict 

or natural disasters given 

access to quality 

education and 

psychosocial activities 

 2,618,866 511,313 73,307 908,283 299,123 56,841 

# of school aged boys and 

girls (5 to 17 years) 

affected by crisis receiving 

learning materials 

 2,618,866 311,204 29,110 908,283 231,953 25,967 

# of teachers trained on 

learner-centered 

methodologies, peace 

education, 

conflict/disaster risk 

reduction (C/DRR), and 

Psychosocial support 

 47,616 15,746 2,129 16,787 11,193 1,804 

# of school aged children 

reached with Ebola 

prevention information in 

school 

    
 

1,458,000 

 

1,214,740 

 

0 

NFI/Shelter (RRMP) 6,700,000       

# of people provided with 

essential household 

items, and shelter 

materials 

 3,756,122 1,354,093 122,745 481,250 482,376 122,745 

Multipurpose Cash-based 

Assistance 
3,337,673       

# of people asisted with 

an Unconditional Cash 

Granteducation and 

psychosocial activities 

 3,756,122 189,455 0 481,250 189,455 0 

COMMMUNICATION FOR 

DEVELOPMENT 
10,500,6000       

# of members of the 

formal community 

development structures 

and frontline workers 

trained, certified and 

    
 

75,000 

 

4,984 

 

362 



8 

 

actively engaged in 

community surveillance 

and participation 

# of at-risk people in 

Ebola-affected zones 

engaged through face-to-

face activities and mass 

media 

    
 

34,000,000 

 

32,818,220 

 

191,203 

 

* December data are not yet validated. 

 

  



9 

 

 

Annex B 

Funding Status* 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available*** Funding gap 

Received Current 

Year** 
Carry-Over**** $ % 

Nutrition  143,861,994 17,192,213 14,839,066 111,830,715 78% 

Health 17,398,569 35,995,935 14,549,419 0 0% 

WASH 23,961,326 12,449,972 2,302,996 9,208,358 38% 

Child Protection 7,550,000 7,108,127 2,875,139 0 0% 

Education 60,260,103 8,191,692 910,960 51,157,451 85% 

Communication for 
Development  

22,560,200 5,678,896 587,614 16,293,690 72% 

RRMP (including 
cash based 
interventions)  

48,895,000 5,269,589 7,738,796 35,886,615 73% 

Cluster/Sector 
Coordination  

1,621,102 5,890,215 0 0 0% 

Total 326,108,294.00 97,776,639.26 43,803,990.17 224,376,828.13 69% 

* As defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 03/12/2019 for a period of 11 months  

** Funds received does not include pledges  

*** Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year  

**** Carry-over figure is the unutilized programmable balance that was carried over from the prior year to the current year, as of year-end 

closure  

 

 


