
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

UNICEF’s Response (as of March 2020)  
 

UNICEF Appeal 2020 

US$ 52 million 

Situation in Numbers 

2,860,000  
children in need of 

humanitarian assistance 

 
5,300,000  
people in need 

(OCHA HRP 2020) 

 

360,000 
under 5 children with Severe 

Acute Malnutrition  

 

171,000  
internally displaced people 

(HNO 2020)  

 

Highlights 
Ten clinical cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus Type 2 (cVDPV2) have 

been confirmed, with additional seven healthy child contacts and seven 

envronmental samples testing positive since January 2020.  
 

A total of 5,510 measles suspected cases including 33 deaths (0.6%) as well as 

267 cases of meningitis have also been reported since January.  
 

About 20,000 people have been displaced due to armed conflict in the Fouli 

department and require urgent life-saving assistance. 
 

The first COVID-19 case was confirmed on 19 March in Chad. Government and 

partners developed a national contingency plan which identifies critical 

interventions for the COVID-19 response. In contribution to this plan, UNICEF Chad 

will adjust its response to support risk communication and community engagement, 

continuation of essential services for children (immunization, nutrition and 

education), procurement of critical health supplies, capacity building of health 

personnel, promotion of hygiene and sanitation, as well as the protection of 

vulnerable chidren, including displaced and children on the street. US$ 5,086,036 

million is urgently required to step-up immediate actions across all sectors and 

support 3,023,602 children.  
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Required, 

$52.2 M 

Funds 
received, 

$9M

Carry-
forward, 
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Funding 
gap, 

$39 M
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Humanitarian Action for Children  
Chad is facing multiple humanitarian crises: an estimated 360,205 children under five years are expected to suffer from 

severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in 2020 due to food insecurity; while health emergencies, in particular the measles 

outbreak, which started in 20181, have shaken the fragile health system and continue to persist. Due to insecurity in the 

Lake Chad basin and in neighbouring countries, Chad is hosting over 465,013 refugees2, mainly from Central African 

Republic and Sudan, and 170,803 people are internally displaced. The country is also extremely vulnerable to the effects 

of climate change and natural disasters3. In total, in 2020, some 5.3 million people, almost a third of the population of 

Chad, are estimated to be in need of humanitarian assistance4. 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
In March 2020, Chad continued to experience complex humanitarian challenges – from population movements, food 

insecurity, disease outbreaks, to localized armed conflict. According to the displacement monitoring matrix (DTM), the 

armed attack on 23 March 2020 in the village of Bohoma, in Fouli department in the southwest of Chad led to the forced 

displacement of more than 20,000 people, including 40 separated children. A rapid assessment found that the vulnerable 

households require urgent food, health, shelters, education, WASH, and protection support, but humanitarian response 

is difficult due to recent insecurity and related emergency measures. The first case of COVID-19 has been confirmed in 

March 2020 in Chad and measures have been taken to control the outbreak: all international flights have been 

suspended (except for cargo planes), schools as well as non-food retailers and restaurants have been closed 

nationwide, and gatherings of people including at places of worship and markets have been banned. The government 

has developed a national contingency plan for prevention and response which identifies the most urgent and critical 

actions.  

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
 

Nutrition 

Since the last reporting period, 16,565 severe malnourished children were reported as admitted for treatment. 18,462 

RUTF boxes and 478 cartons of therapeutic milk were distributed within the supported health facilities. To improve the 

quality of those services, 25 health workers were trained on the Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) management protocol 

in Lac province, and four inpatient therapeutic units have been equipped with inpatient kits in the districts of Amdam, 

Goz Beida, Koukou and Adré. Following a confirmed influx of refugees in Sila province, the therapeutic nutrition unit 

within Tissi district has also been reinforced with additional beds and equipment to increase the admission capacity. 

Regarding the prevention activities, 82 health workers (52 in Kanem province and 30 in Barh el Gazal province) were 

trained on Essential Nutrition Actions (ENA) approach for timely detection and referral of children with SAM, including 

counselling and screening. Two missions were organized in Borkou and Ennedi Ouest provinces to provide technical 

assistance to frontline health staff and monitor programme implementation. A recent analysis highlighted a possible 

increase of about 70% in the number of people who will face food insecurity by June-August 2020 (as compared to the 

same period last year) which could potentially also result in an increase of children with SAM. As the Nutrition cluster 

lead, UNICEF will work with the government and partners to rapidly estimate the impact of COVID-19 and the upcoming 

lean season on the nutritional situation in Chad and adjust the programmatic response accordingly, using a coordinated 

approach with WFP. 

 

Health  

A novel coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak started in December 2019 and WHO declared it a global pandemic in March 

2020. With Chad reporting its first case on 19 March which rapidly increased to 7 confirmed cases (out of 69 samples 

tested) and 228 registered contacts by the end of March, the Government finalized the National Contingency Plan for 

Preparedness and Response to the Epidemic of Coronavirus COVID-19 (Plan National de contingence pour la 

préparation et la riposte à l’épidémie de la maladie coronavirus COVID-19) and started seeking the UN and development 

partners’ support. A crisis committee was set up within the Ministry of Health to organize surveillance and the 

management of cases and contacts while a government crisis and health watch cell at the high level took various 

measures to close the borders and promote containment and social distancing, including by limiting public or mass 

gatherings, closing schools, markets and non-food stores. As of end of March 2020, confirmed cases have  been all 

isolated and monitored at Farcha Provincial Hospital in N’Djamena, but capacity is still sub-optimal with limited staff and 

essential equipment. Key challenges include: limited consumables, personal protection equipment (PPE) and critical 

 
1 In Chad, 6 out of 10 people have no access to basic water services and 7 out of 10 people reportedly practice open defecation. Joint Monitoring Programme for Water 
Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene, 2019. Since July 2019, 51 suspected cholera cases have been reported in Chad’s southern region, including two deaths. 
2 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Personnes relevant de la compétence du HCR - Février 2020 
3 In 2019, Chad scored 7.8 on the INFORM Risk Index, which measures the risk of humanitarian crises and disasters, and how the conditions that lead to them affect 
sustainable development. 
4 Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, Chad 2020 Humanitarian Response Plan 
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clinical care equipment not only in the capital but also in the provinces;   surveillance, tracing and case management 

capacity at provincial level; limited laboratory capacity in N’Djamena and particularly in the provinces; and the lack of 

infrastructure and sanitation at quarantine sites. UNICEF Chad developed a response plan that contributes to the 

national contingency plan and it is fully aligned with the 2020 WHO global Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan, 

the 2020 UNICEF COVID-19 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) appeal, and Chad HRP 2020. Under this response 

plan, UNICEF is planning to support about 3 million children and their families with the rapid implementation of key multi-

sector interventions that limit human-to-human transmission and protect individuals from exposure to the virus, as well 

as minimize morbidity and mortality due to COVID-19. US$ 5,086,036 is urgently required to rapidly roll out these 

interventions for which UNICEF is actively seeking financial contribution. 

 

The Polio outbreak response initially planned in April in Doba and Abougoudam had to be put on hold but all efforts are 

being made to ensure continuous and active Polio surveillance. Ten clinical cases of circulating vaccine-derived 

poliovirus Type 2 (cVDPV2) have been confirmed, with additional seven healthy child contacts and seven environmental 

samples testing positive since January 2020. 

 

A total of 267 cases of meningitis were also reported since the beginning of 2020, including 28 deaths (10%). A 

vaccination campaign targeting the provinces of Sila, Mandoul, and Moyen Chari is planned for the end of April but may 

need to be cancelled if the COVID-19 situation does not allow. As of 22 March, the country reported 5,510 measles 

suspected cases including 33 deaths (0.6%). Another response campaign planning to reach 710,538 children aged 6-

59 months in 22 districts which was initially scheduled for late March 2020 was postponed until further notice due to 

COVID-19. Since the beginning of the year, about 362,585 children have already been vaccinated, mostly in the districts 

of N’Djamena. 

 

WASH 

In Kanem, Barh El Gazal, and Lac provinces as well as in N’Djamena, 10,663 children (of which 5,599 girls) with SAM 

received WASH kits in March 2020, while their mothers/caregivers were sensitized on good hygiene practices. In order 

to prevent acute malnutrition in communities affected by the nutritional crisis, the CLTS strategy also continued to be 

implemented in 129 villages, among which 39 have achieved Open Defecation Free (ODF) status since the beginning 

of the year. As a result, 8,749 people (4,471 women and 4,278 men) have benefited from living in open defecation free 

and healthy environments. As part of the response to the COVID-19 pandemic, UNICEF provided a total of 16 Calcium 

Hypochlorite (HTH) containers of 45kg to the Ministry of Health and to the municipality of N’Djamena to support hand 

washing in public places. 

 

Education 

In departments of Mamdi, Kaya, and Fouli in Lac province, UNICEF and MENPC trained 24 field facilitators on various 

sports (football, handball, volleyball, and basketball) so that they can provide 4,738 students including 2,007 girls from 

eight schools with more diverse training and promote peaceful coexistence through sports. MENPC and UNICEF have 

also undertaken the final reception of 17 classrooms, 11 water points, and 15 separate latrine cabins built on ECW funds 

in the provinces of East Ennedi and Wadi Fira (Kounoungou Camps, Milé, Touloum, Iridimi, Amnabak, Ouré Cassoni). 

These classrooms accommodate a total of 1,022 children, including 465 girls. A final reception mission was also 

organized for the ECW funded interventions in the South which supported 141 classrooms with furniture, as well as 205 

latrine cabins and 14 water points in 39 schools within the provinces of Logone Oriental, Mandoul, and Middle Chari 

(see previous SitRep for more details).  

 

As part of the reinforcement of measures to prevent and control the spread of COVID-19, the Ministry of National 

Education and the Ministry of Higher Education announced the closure of schools and universities nationwide on 20 

March 2020. At the end of March, complementary measures to provide learning opportunities to school aged children 

were not put in place, yet the option of developping radio-broadcast educational programmes to ensure that children 

can pursue some form of learning at home with the support of their parents while also being informed on COVID 

prevention measures.  

 

Child Protection 

In March 2020, UNICEF supported the reunification of two unaccompanied children with their families in Dar Es Salaam 

refugee camp. A total of 1,638 children also received psychosocial support and 20 community child protection 

mechanisms were set up by the Provincial Delegation for Social Action (DPAS) in the province of Barh El Gazal, 

including nine in Moussoro, six in Chadra, and five in Michemiré. About 300 members of these new community child 

protection mechanisms, including 112 women, were trained on the roles and responsibilities of community mechanisms 

and the principles of communication with children. Additionally, a provincial child protection committee has been created 

and officially set up in Barh El Gazal. In East Province, the implementation of DPAS Borkou Action Plan permitted to 
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identify and register 192 minors working in gold mines. An integrated response plan is under preparation to provide 

those identified children with holistic care. 

 

HIV/AIDS 

In March, implementation of the Prevention of Mother-to-Child Transmission of HIV (PMTCT) package continued in the 

emergency districts: a total of 9,740 women who attended antenatal care were tested for HIV and received the results 

since the beginning of the year, and 100% of those who tested positive received treatment. A total of 501 young 

people/adolescents were also sensitized on HIV prevention – of whom 67 were screened – and all the 3 individuals that 

tested positive now receive anti-retroviral treatment. In March 2020, within the integrated therapeutic nutritional centres 

in Lac province, another 675 women were sensitized on HIV by peer educators, and 28 malnourished children were 

tested for HIV, with no one being found HIV positive. Overall, supplies of ARVs and screening tests for the prevention 

and management of HIV cases, including refugees, IDPs and returnees, continued despite the additional challenges 

due to COVID-19. The issue of service continuity and access to ARV supplies for people living with HIV including in 

emergencies has been discussed at the central level, and a decision was made to provide ARVs to people living with 

HIV in advance and for at least three months to prevent any disruption of services due to the pandemic. 

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination, and Strategy 
 

UNICEF continued to lead the Nutrition, Education and WASH clusters, and Child Protection sub-cluster, at national 

and sub-national levels. UNICEF uses a multi-sectoral approach to respond to humanitarian needs in Chad, facilitating 

access to basic social services and building capacities of national and sub-national counterparts. In all aspects of this 

support, the complementarity of humanitarian response and development programming is strengthened. In March 2020 

specifically, in response to COVID-19, UNICEF-led clusters (Nutrition, Education, WASH, Child Protection sub-cluster) 

supported their respective ministries in defining strategic priorities for the first response to COVID-19 and initiated sector 

contingency planning and response accordingly. Partners were invited to share information (including stocks) on their 

envisioned engagements in order to assess the sectoral response capacities, and relevant sectoral task forces were 

formally or informally set up to identify, develop, then roll out the relevant sectoral response. 

 

In line with the inter-agency humanitarian strategy, UNICEF is committed to strengthen the linkages between 

humanitarian and development programming and reinforce community-based approaches. In that sense, continued and 

regular efforts are made to support the expansion of the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) for the Lac region which 

has proven to be extremely helpful in strengthening the humanitarian community’s response capacity to assist those 

affected by crises in a more fast, predictable, integrated and systematic manner. In line with this, 70 members (8 women) 

of the provincial and departmental action committee of the province of Logone Oriental were trained on Emergency 

Preparedness and Response procedures in March 2020.  
 

Next SitRep: 30 April 2020 
 

UNICEF Chad Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFChad/ 

UNICEF Chad Twitter: @UNICEFChad 

UNICEF Chad Instagram: @unicef.chad 

UNICEF Chad Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/chad.html 

 

 
 

  

For further 

information, 

please contact: 

Viviane Van Steirteghem  

Representative 

UNICEF  

Chad 

Tel: +235 22 51 75 10 

Email: vvansteirteghem@unicef.org 

Célestin Traoré 

Deputy Representative a.i 

UNICEF  

Chad 

Tel: +235 22 51 75 10 

Email: ctraore@unicef.org 

Benny Krasniqi 

Chief Field Operations and Emergency 

UNICEF  

Chad 

Tel: +235 66 39 10 14 

Email: bkrasniqi@unicef.org 

https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFChad/
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/chad.html
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 
  Cluster/Sector Response UNICEF and IPs 

Sector 
Overall 

needs 

2020 

target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since the 

last report 

▲▼ 

2020 

target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since the 

last report 

▲▼ 

Nutrition        

Number and % of children 6-59 months 

with Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) 

admitted for therapeutic care 

461,000 360,205 33,707 16,565▲ 360,205 33,707 16,565▲ 

Number of children aged 6-59 months who 

received vitamin A supplements 
268,537 268,537 356,514 0 268,537 356,514 0 

Health        

Number of children in humanitarian 

situations aged 6 months to 14 years 

vaccinated against measles 

     160,000 362,585 4,745▲ 

WASH        

Number of crisis affected people who have 

access to basic sanitation facilities 

(latrines) in accordance with the WASH 

Cluster standards and norms  

169,272 169,272 0 0 7,000 0 0 

Number of crisis affected people who have 

access to quantity potable water in line with 

the standards (15L/per/Day) 

487,500 219,272 0 0 71,000 0 0 

Child Protection        

Number of children with access to 

psychosocial support, including in child-

friendly spaces  

    42,200 1,784 1,638▲ 

Number of reported cases of children who 

have experienced sexual violence received 

an age- and gender-appropriate response 

    200 0 0 

Education        

Number of out-of-school boys and girls 

(aged 3 to 17) affected by crisis accessing 

education  

315 740 193,196 0 0 14,800 0 0 

Number of school aged boys and girls 

(aged 3 to 17) affected by crisis receiving 

learning materials  

527,121 386,384 0 0 102,600 53,761 0 

HIV/AIDS        

Number of pregnant women that have 

access to HIV and AIDS screening services 

and prevention of mother-to-child 

transmission services 

 

   51,000 9,740 6,463▲ 

Non-Food Items        

Number of girls and boys reached through 

Cash Transfers 
    6,000 0 0 
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UNICEF and partners’ response in the Lake Region 

 

  Cluster/Sector Response  UNICEF and IPs 

Sector 
Overall 

needs 

2020 

target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since the 

last report 

▲▼ 

2020 target 
Total 

results* 

Change 

since the 

last report 

▲▼ 

Nutrition        

Number and % of children 6-59 months 

with Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) 

admitted for therapeutic care 

22,186 22,186 4,259 4,259▲ 22,186 4,259 4,259▲ 

Children aged 6 to 59 months who 

received vitamin A supplements 
102,044 102,044 0 0 102,044 0 0 

Health        

Number of children in humanitarian 

situations aged 6 months to 14 years 

vaccinated against measles 

    52,688 531 531▲ 

WASH        

Number of crisis affected people who 

have access to basic sanitation facilities 

(latrines) in accordance with the WASH 

Cluster standards and norms  

67.708 67.708 0 0 7,000 0 0 

Number of crisis affected people who 

have access to quantity potable water in 

line with the standards (15L/per/Day)  

126,560 75,640 0 0 47,000 0 0 

Child Protection        

Number of children with access to 

psychosocial support, including in child-

friendly spaces  

    20,000 1,351 1,293▲ 

Number of reported cases of children 

who have experienced sexual violence 

received an age- and gender-

appropriate response 

    120 0 0 

Education        

Number of out-of-school boys and girls 

(aged 3 to 17) affected by crisis 

accessing education  

126,234 91,515 0 0 

 

2,058 0 0 

Number of school aged boys and girls 

(aged 3 to 17) affected by crisis 

receiving learning materials  

196,612 183,989 0 0 

 

26,829 22,445 0 

HIV/AIDS         

Number of pregnant women that have 

access to HIV and AIDS screening 

services and prevention of mother-to-

child transmission services 

13,250    13,250 2,179 1,478▲ 

Non-Food Items        

Number of girls and boys reached 

through Cash Transfers 
5,000    5,000 0 0 
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Annex B 

Funding Status 
 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 
Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  32,300,000 5,946,709 2,755,902 23,597,389 73% 

Health/ HIV/AIDS 1,680,000 0 0 1,680,000 100% 

WASH 4,800,000 1,692,559 383,679 2,723,762 57% 

Child Protection 3,000,000 843,601 401,617 1,754,782 58% 

Education 6,000,000 0 0 6,000,000 100% 

Emergency 
Preparedness   

2,000,000 100,000 547,395 1,352,605 68% 

Cash transfer 
programming 

2,400,000 0 0 2,400,000 100% 

Total 52,180,000 8,582,868 4,088,593 39,508,539 76% 

 

 

LCB Funding 

 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 
Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  5,183,998 1,216,862                   -    3,967,136 77% 

Health/ HIV/AIDS          366,995                    -                      -    366,995 100% 

WASH       1,489,800  825,698 342,645 321,458 22% 

Child Protection       1,551,085  376,933 263,435 910,717 59% 

Education       1,403,000                    -                      -    1,403,000 100% 

Emergency 
Preparedness   

      1,300,000  100,000 165,621 1,034,379 80% 

Cash transfer 
programming 

      2,000,000                    -                      -    2,000,000 100% 

Total 13,294,878 2,519,493 771,701 10,003,684 75% 

 


