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the previous year. 

 
 
 

Highlights 
 

• Violent fighting between armed groups around the town of Paoua in 

the north of the country led to the displacement of more than 60,000 

people at the end of January. The humanitarian community is 

implementing a holistic emergency response and is calling for 

emergency funds; 
 

• The UNICEF Child Protection response remains underfunded with 

only 11% of humanitarian funding needs for 2018 met as end of 

January 2018. This situation jeopardizes UNICEF’s capacity to meet 

the needs of 100,000 affected children with essential psychosocial 

support; 
 

• Half of schools of the prefectures of Ouham, Ouham - Pende, Nana 

Gribizi, Mbomou and Haut Mbomou are destroyed, damaged or 

occupied by displaced families, denying education for 170,100 

children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNICEF Response with Partners 
 

Key Programme Indicators 
Sector/Cluster UNICEF 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

WASH: Number of affected people 
provided with access to improved 
sources of water as per agreed 
standards 

900,000 48,000 600,000 48,000 

Education: Number of children (boys 
and girls 3-17yrs) in areas affected by 
crisis accessing education in temporary 
learning spaces (TLS) 

94,400 27,714 85,000 19,200 

Health: Number of children under 5 in 
IDP sites and enclaves with access to 
essential health services and medicines. 

N/A 500,000 799 

Nutrition: Number of children aged 6-
59 months with SAM admitted for 
therapeutic care. 

27,961 2,082 27,961 2,082 

Child Protection: Children (boys and 
girls) released from armed forces and 
armed groups who participate in a 
community reintegration programme. 

4,874 0 3,500 0 

 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

January 2018 
 

 

1.3 million  
# of children in need of humanitarian assistance 

2.5 million  
# of people in need 
(OCHA, January 2018) 

694,000  
# of Internally displaced persons 
(CMP, January 2018) 

 

Outside CAR 

546,000 

# of registered CAR refugees 
(OCHA, January 2018) 
 

 
UNICEF Appeal 2018 
US$ 56.5 million 

 

2018 funding 
requirement: 

$56.5M 

Carry-

forward 

amount: 

$4.9M 

 

Funds 

received: 

$2.3M 

Funding Gap: 

$49.26M 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
 
The humanitarian situation remains worrying. The number of Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) increased by 72% since 
January 2017 (from 402,240 IDPs in January 2017 to 693,932 in January 2018) according to OCHA. In Kaga-Bandoro and 
Bria, dry-season fires destroyed shelters of the most vulnerable persons in IDP sites. In addition, persistent conflicts 
between armed groups, coupled with the increased criminality notably targeting humanitarian workers in the country 
(e.g. Paoua, Kambakota, Ngaoundaye, Ndim, Bria, Alindao, Bambari), led to an increase in humanitarian need and the 
worsening of conditions for humanitarian access. 
 
Due to clashes between armed groups in and outside Paoua in December 2017, around 12,506 households (60,000 
people) have been forced to flee and find protection in Paoua throughout January. Some of these IDPs are currently 
hosted by local families, while others have moved and gathered in several locations in Paoua. The humanitarian 
community is mobilized to provide multi-sectoral assistance to the most vulnerable people in Paoua, including the IDPs 
and the host population. Due to insecurity on the main axes around Paoua, humanitarian access remains limited.  
 
In Bria, the protection of civilians remains a challenge in the town and along the axes. Ongoing tensions inside the city 
and fighting on the Bria-Yalinga axis remain high. The lack of access in this area is a serious problem for the protection 
monitoring.  
 

Estimated Population in Need of Humanitarian Assistance 
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures from CAR Humanitarian Response Plan 2018) 

Start of humanitarian response: 2013 Total Male Female 

Total Population in Need 2,500,000 1,250,000 1,250,000 

Children (Under 18) 1,300,000 650,000 650,000 

Children Under Five  550,000 262,000 288,000 

Children 6 to 23 months  270,000 128,000 142,000 

Pregnant and lactating women  176,000   

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
UNICEF is a member of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), UN Country Team (UNCT) and Security Management Team 
(SMT). UNICEF leads WASH, Nutrition, Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. The Government is an active 
member of the WASH and Education Clusters, Child Protection Sub-Cluster and the Nutrition Cluster. Child Protection 
Sub-Cluster covers all provinces directly or indirectly. Nutrition is paired with health and works through three Sub-Clusters 
at the sub-regional level. The Education and WASH Clusters are also functional at the sub-regional level. 
 
UNICEF hosts and coordinates the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM). UNICEF also ensures that coordination between 
the RRM program and the Inter-Cluster mechanism is effective and coordinated with the others responses.  At the Cluster 
level, UNICEF is an active member of the Health Cluster and, via the RRM coordinator, of the Shelter/NFI/Camp 
Management Cluster. The RRM Coordinator is also a member of the Inter-Cluster Coordination team (ICC) in order to 
ensure an efficient coordination between the RRM program and the humanitarian community.    
 

Humanitarian Strategy  
UNICEF prioritizes life-saving interventions and risk reduction for crisis-affected, displaced and returning people in CAR. 
The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) led by UNICEF provides non-food items and water, sanitation and hygiene support 
to vulnerable people suffering from shocks. UNICEF is addressing preventable childhood illnesses, malaria, HIV and 
malnutrition, and provides people with access to safe water and improved sanitation. UNICEF focuses on protection needs 
of children, including their release from armed groups and their reunification with their families when separated or 
unaccompanied, and provides the appropriate psychosocial support to vulnerable children. UNICEF contributes to give 
access to children who are out of school to safe learning spaces and quality education. UNICEF works with line ministries 
to reinforce the Government capacity in the humanitarian coordination, leadership and response. In coordination with 
UNICEF regular programmes, the emergency responses contribute day to day in increasing people’s access to basic 
services. Therefore, UNICEF aims at ensuring the best linkage between its humanitarian and development mandates and 
capacities to ensure the best synergy between its emergency and development programs.  
 



Summary Analysis of Programme Response   
 

Nutrition 

In January, 2,082 children (1,083 girls), including 308 children with medical complications, were admitted and treated for 
SAM nationwide by UNICEF and its partners through 420 health centres (42% of the health centres nationwide).  
 
In Basse Kotto (Langandji, Mobaye, Zangba), 341 children (177 girls) with SAM were admitted to therapeutic programmes 
in 36 outpatient therapeutic sites and 68 (20%) complicated cases were admitted in inpatient therapeutic unit 

Nutrition services continued to be provided in Paoua town. However, outside the town, out of 43 therapeutic programmes, 
eleven have been suspended due to security reasons. During the reporting period, UNICEF and partners screened (with 
the use of the Mid Upper-Arm Circumference) a total of 1,423 children aged 6-59 months for acute malnutrition, including 
40 cases (2%) of severe malnutrition and 327 (18%) of moderately malnourished in 50% of the health structures in the 
country. 

There is an urgent need for USD 1,400,000 to order 14,502 cartons of RUTF (50% of the annual pipeline) to cover the gap 
from July to the end of the year to ensure that all children affected by SAM will receive a timely and adequate treatment.   

 

Health and HIV & AIDS 

UNICEF, along with WHO, UNFPA and IRC, provided health care to 799 patients including 288 children under 5 in IDP sites 
in Kaga-Bandoro, despite the limited stock of medical kits. 230 pregnant women attended at least one antenatal visit and 
23 women were assisted during childbirth at the Prefectural Hospital of Kaga-Bandoro.  
 
In January, UNICEF continued to support the Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission (PMTCT) and pediatric HIV 
programmes in the hotspots. 27 pregnant and lactating women who are HIV positive and seven children born to mother 
living with HIV are receiving ARVs trough PMTCT services1. 
 

WASH 

In Alindao, Bambari, Bangassou and Kaga-Bandoro, UNICEF, in collaboration with partners Direction Générale de 
l’Hydraulique (DGH), JUPEDEC, Caritas Bambari, Caritas Bangassou and Echelle, continued to maintain sanitation facilities 
in 42 IDP sites for 42,000 people. In Bossangoa, Bambari and Bangassou, 27 boreholes were repaired, benefiting 13,500 
people who gained access to safe water. In Alindao and Bangassou, emergency water supply (through pumping from 
boreholes, chlorination and distribution) was conducted to provide safe water for 34,500 people in IDPs sites. In Paoua, 
in coordination with the National Agency for Water and Sanitation (ANEA) UNICEF conducted drilling campaigns to provide 
safe water to IDPs. In Kaga-Bandoro, the Sub-Cluster partners were trained on WASH in emergency response by the 
National Cluster co-facilitator, Solidarités and ACF. 
 

Education 

In January, UNICEF continued its efforts to grant access to education 19,200 children affected by the crisis (9,024 girls) by 
setting up 117 Temporary Learning Spaces (TLS), in 14 IDP sites throughout the country2 .  
 
To improve the quality of education, UNICEF supported the Ministry of Education to train 380 teachers (43 per cent of 
women) on basic pedagogical skills including child protection, positive discipline, hygiene and life skills in Bria, Bangassou, 
Kaga-Bandoro, Alindao, Markounda, Bozoum, Bocaranga. Furthermore, UNICEF organized a psychosocial training for 100 
teachers in Bria and Bangassou to improve the quality of education activities for children.  
 
Given the deterioration of the security situation and the important flow of IDPs in Paoua, the Education Cluster worked 
on the elaboration of a response strategy for the Education sector in this area.  
 
Child Protection 
In January, 106 children aged 12-17, including 40 girls, identified as formally associated with local armed groups, were 
registered during the humanitarian crisis in Paoua. 4,607 children, including 2,342 girls, are benefiting from recreational 
activities and psychosocial support in eight Child Friendly Spaces in Paoua and Bangassou, with the support of UNICEF 
partners Association des Femmes Rurales de Batangafo pour le Développement (AFRBD) and Enfants Sans Frontières (ESF). 
In Paoua, to enhance the emergency response, ten community volunteers were trained to better supervise and follow up 
on children’s participation in Child Friendly Spaces activities.  

                                                        
1 Due to the prevailing insecurity, data completeness for the reporting period is only 20%. These figures are therefore incomplete and not fully reflecting the current 

level of program implementation.  
2 TLS have been set up in Bria, Kaga Bandoro, Kouki, Markounda, Bozoum, Bocaranga, Bangassou, Alindao, Mobaye et Zemio.  



 
In Bangassou, 13 unaccompanied minors, including 4 girls, and 103 separated children, including 42 girls, have been 
identified by AFRBD. These children are benefiting from recreational activities and psychosocial support through Child 
Friendly Spaces. They are all accommodated in foster families and family tracing is ongoing.  
 
In Sibut, Ngakobo and Kouango, six cases of rape against 4, 5 and 15-years old girls as well as one case of rape against a 
4-years old boy were registered by UNICEF partners in collaboration with the Ministry of Social Affairs. The seven survivors 
received medical care and psychosocial support through UNICEF partners. Two cases related to female genital mutilations 
were also registered. 
 
In Bria, UNICEF partners registered two cases of child marriage involving 14 and 15 year-old girls. Community sensitization 
on the prevention of early marriage was organized with local leaders.  
 
RRM – Rapid Respond Mechanism  
During the reporting period, RRM partners received nine alerts, mostly in the North-West part of the country where the 
situation around Paoua remains tense. Assessments undertaken in January included two Exploratory Missions (MEX) and 
six Multi-Sectorial Assessments (MSA). In total, 824 households in Kota Gambe and 519 in Bakala benefited from NFI kit 
distributions. The RRM also supported the emergency response in Paoua by providing 1,000 NFI kits, 8,000 mosquito nets 
and WASH materials to local humanitarian partners. 
 

Security  
January was marked by an increase in intrusions by armed groups into NGOs and MINUSCA compounds. The number of 
attacks by armed groups against MINUSCA peacekeepers has also increased. With the beginning of the dry season the 
transhumance has started again, triggering confrontations among cattle herders and local farmers.  
 

Funding  
Generous contributions were received from the Spanish UNICEF National Committees, Denmark and the Multi-Partner 
Trust Fund to provide emergency support for the most vulnerable children in CAR. UNICEF emergency appeal of $56.5 
million for 2018 reflects a continued deterioration in the situation of children in CAR and overwhelming humanitarian 
needs. With the spread of the conflict leading to more displaced persons in new areas, continued donor support is critical. 
As UNICEF leads, notably, the WASH Cluster and the Child Protection Sub Cluster, funding shortfall is particularly 
hampering effective coordination of the emergency response in those two sectors in the country. 
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 31/10/2018) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available* Funding gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  7,800,000 300,000 156,576 7,343,424 94% 

Health & HIV/AIDS 9,000,000 - 59,240 8,940,760 99% 

Water, Sanitation, 
Hygiene 

9,600,000 150,000 488,711 8,961,289 93% 

Child Protection 8,900,000 645,502 377,766  7,876,732 89% 

Education 8,000,000 400,000 256,051 7,143,949 89% 

Rapid Response 
Mechanism 

11,700,000 631,097 3,574,739 7,494,164 64% 

Cluster/sector 
Coordination 

1,500,000 - - 1,500,000 100% 

Total 56,500,000 2,326,599 4,913,082 49,260,319 87% 

* Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 

 
UNICEF CAR: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html   UNICEF CAR Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR 
UNICEF CAR Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR UNICEF CAR Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: 

http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.html 

 
 

 
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Christine Muhigana 
Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 0205 
Email: cmuhigana@unicef.org 

 
 

 

Speciose Hakizimana 
Deputy Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 0206 
Email: shakizimana@unicef.org 
 
 

Frederic Emirian 
Chief Emergency & Field Operations 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 6079 
Email: femirian@unicef.org 
 
 

http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html
http://www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR
https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.html


Annexe A 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS  

 
 
 
 

 

 UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

Overall 
needs 

2018  
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report  
▲▼ 

 2018 
Target  

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report  
▲▼ 

NUTRITION         
Children aged 6-59 months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for therapeutic care 42,2225 27,961  2,082   2,082   27,961 2,082 2,082 

Recovery rate (%)  >75%  >75%  89.6%  - >75% 89.6%  - 
Caregivers of children reached with infant and 
young child feeding counselling 108,276 85,000  1,428  1,428  108,276 1,428  1,428  

HEALTH      
Children under 5 vaccinated 
against polio 910,000 910,000 0 0  

 People and children under 5 in IDP sites and 
enclaves with access to essential health services 
and medicines. 

  500,000 799 * 799 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE  
Crisis-affected people with access to safe water for 
drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 900,000 600,000 48,000 48,000 900,000 48,000 48,000 

Crisis-affected people accessing appropriate 
sanitation facilities 1,700,000 300,000 42,000 42,000 600,000 42,000 42,000 

Crisis-affected girls/women accessing menstrual 
hygiene management services 170,000 45,000 0 0 60,000 45,000 45,000 

CHILD PROTECTION         

Children reached with psychosocial support 
through child friendly spaces  200,000 100,000 4,607  4,607 200,000 

 
4,607 

 

4,607 

Children released from armed forces/groups 
reached with reintegration support  - 3,500 0 0 4,874 0 0 

Registered unaccompanied/ separated children 
supported with reunification services 2,000 800 116 116 2,000 116 116 

Women and children reached with gender-based 
violence prevention and response interventions - 1,000 9 9 - 9 9 

EDUCATION        
Children (boys and girls 3-17yrs) crisis-affected 
areas accessing education in temporary learning 
spaces (TLS) 

290,832 85,000 19,200 19,200 94,400 27,714 27,714 

Children received learning materials 500,000 100,000 19,200 19,200 204,600 57,128 57,128 
Children (boys and girls 3-17yrs) attending school in 
a class led by a teacher trained in psychosocial 
support 

500,000 100,500 8,500 8,500 195,000 28,425 28,425 

RAPID RESPONSE MECHANISM        
Acutely vulnerable people rapidly provided with 
non-food items after a shock 160,000 160,000 2,892 2,892  

Affected people receiving appropriate WASH 
interventions after a shock 70,000 70,000 0 0  

*Data for Kanga-Bandoro zonal office only 


