
UNICEF CAR Humanitarian Situation Report    March 2018 

1 
 

   
 

 Central African 
 Republic 

Humanitarian 
Situation Report 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Funds available include funding received for the 
current appeal year as well as the carry-forward 
from the previous year. 

 
 

Highlights 

• Massive human rights violations have been committed by armed 
groups along the Bambari-Ippy axis in Ouaka. At least 69 people 
have been killed since 20 March, several villages burned and at 
least 10,000 people have been forced to move into the bush and 
to IDP sites in Seko and Tagbara. As of March 31, UNICEF RRM 
and protection partners were preparing to respond. 

• An increase in violence has been reported in cross-border areas 
with Chad in Ouham and Ouham-Pende prefectures. The 
transhumance period is ongoing and armed groups are fighting 
for the control of the territory. Humanitarian access along the 
border has become almost impossible. 

• Reflecting the ongoing deterioration of the country’s 
humanitarian situation, RRM partners have assisted 26,140 
children and their families with NFIs, and 20,354 with WASH 
services. 

• The Humanitarian Fund (HF-CAR) has launched the process for 
the first 2018 allocation. An envelope of $ 11 million has been 
released with a reserve of $ 3 million to cover emergencies. 

 

March 2018 
 

 

1.3 million  
# of children in need of humanitarian assistance 

2.5 million  
# of people in need 
(OCHA, March 2018) 

687 398  

# of internally displaced persons 
(OCHA, March 2018) 

 

Outside CAR 

546,000 

# of registered CAR refugees 
(OCHA, March 2018) 
 
 

UNICEF Appeal 2018 
US$ 56.5 million 
 

UNICEF Response with Partners 
 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

2018 funding 
requirement: 

$56.5M 

Carry-

forward 

amount: 

$4,913,082 

 

Funds 

received: 

$3,820,298 

Funding Gap: 

$47,766,620 

 

© UNICEFCAR/2018/MATOUS 

 

Key Programme Indicators 
Sector/Cluster UNICEF 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

WASH: Number of affected people 
provided with access to improved 
sources of water as per agreed 
standards 

900,000 56,000 600,000 56,000 

Education: Number of Children 
(boys and girls 3-17yrs) in areas 
affected by crisis accessing education 

94,400 44,784 85,000 44,784 

Health: Number of children under 5 
in IDP sites and enclaves with access 
to essential health services and 
medicines. 

N/A 500,000 2,477 

Nutrition: Number of children aged 
6-59 months with SAM admitted for 
therapeutic care. 

27,961 4,933 27,961 4,933 

Child Protection: Children (boys and 
girls) released from armed forces and 
armed groups who participate in a 
community reintegration 
programme. 

4,874 216 3,500 216 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  

 
Humanitarian and access situations have continued to deteriorate in March, especially in several areas in the North West, 
East and South East regions of CAR. Fighting between armed groups have been exacerbated by the transhumance, which 
has remained one of the main conflict drivers in the affected areas.   
 
Armed groups have raided several villages in the North-East of Bambari, along the Bambari-Ippy axis. Massive human 
rights violations have been reported, at least 69 people killed and several villages burned down. A UN peacekeeper was 
also killed. Despite worrying security conditions, the humanitarian coordination in Bambari (UN and NGOs) is mobilized 
to respond to the most critical needs in Seko and Tagbara, where 561 and 567 households (IDPs) have been registered. 
Thanks to UNICEF support, partner Espérance has started identifying displaced children in three internal displaced person 
sites in Tagbara and Seko. Three Child Friendly Spaces are being built. Response in the WASH, NFIs and Education sectors 
is being planned. 
 
Humanitarian partners have limited access to the remote town of Rafaï (Mbomou prefecture). In March, clashes between 
armed groups in the area resulted in the displacement of 5,754 people around the MINUSCA base in Rafaï. RRM partner 
ACTED conducted an exploratory mission, identifying the main humanitarian needs of the displaced and host population 
and is planning to respond in April with the support of the logistics cluster to transport NFI kits and wash materials. In 
coordination with UNICEF, Enfants Sans Frontières (ESF) and Médecins d'Afrique (MDA) have managed access to the area 
from Bangassou. For the Education sector, ESF has trained 12 teachers who will facilitate the resumption of school 
activities. In relation to the Child Protection sector, ESF has built three Child Friendly Spaces with the support of the priests 
of the parish. ESF has also organized mobile activities in areas near the town. In nutrition, MDA has carried out a nutritional 
screening which gave results superior to 15% of severe acute malnutrition (SAM). 
 
In the North-West, especially in Maïtikoulou and Silambi, fighting between armed groups has escalated. Most of the 
inhabitants have taken refuge in Markounda, while some of them have crossed to Chad. 7,800 displaced people have 
been registered in Markounda since February 2018. Due to the current security situation, humanitarian partners have 
been forced to suspend their activities in this area. Between December 2017 and March 2018, at least 22,000 people 
arrived in Chad, according to UNHCR.  
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
UNICEF is a member of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), UN Country Team (UNCT) and Security Management Team 
(SMT). UNICEF leads WASH, Nutrition, Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. The Government is an active 
member of the WASH and Education Clusters, Child Protection Sub-Cluster and the Nutrition Cluster. Child Protection 
Sub-Cluster covers all prefectures directly or indirectly. Nutrition is paired with health and works through three Sub-
Clusters at the regional level. The Education and WASH Clusters are also functional at the sub-national level. 
 
At the Cluster level, UNICEF is an active member of the Health Cluster and, via the RRM coordinator, of the 
Shelter/NFI/Camp Management Cluster. Moreover, UNICEF hosts and coordinates the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM).  
The RRM Coordinator is now officially a member of the Inter-Cluster Coordination team (ICC) which allows efficient 
coordination between the RRM program and the humanitarian community.    
 

Humanitarian Strategy  
Working with partners based in the country’s most troubled areas, and using prepositioned essential supplies, UNICEF 
prioritizes life-saving interventions and risk reduction for crisis-affected, displaced and returning people in CAR. The Rapid 
Response Mechanism (RRM) led by UNICEF provides non-food items and water, sanitation and hygiene support to 
vulnerable people affected by shocks. UNICEF is addressing preventable childhood illnesses, malaria, HIV and malnutrition, 
and provides people with access to safe water and improved sanitation facilities. UNICEF focuses on protection needs of 
children, including their release from armed groups and their reunification with their families when separated or 
unaccompanied, and provides the appropriate psychosocial support to vulnerable children. UNICEF contributes to give 
access to children who are out of school to safe learning spaces and quality education. UNICEF works with line ministries 
to reinforce the Government capacity in the humanitarian coordination, leadership and response. In coordination with 
UNICEF regular programmes, the emergency responses contribute day to day in increasing people’s access to basic 
services. Therefore, UNICEF aims at ensuring the best linkage between its humanitarian and development mandates and 
capacities to ensure the best synergy between its emergency and development programs.  
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Summary Analysis of Programme Response   
 

Nutrition 

By the end of March, UNICEF and its partners have been able to reach 4,933 beneficiaries corresponding to 18 per cent 
of the annual SAM treatment target. The SAM cure rate was at 993.32 per cent, death rate at 1.24 per cent, defaulter rate 
at 4.68 per cent, non-responding rate at 0.76 per cent. Geographical coverage of IMAM services at health centers level 
stands at 48 per cent. In total, 3,775 children aged 6-59 months (2,053 girls and 1,722 boys) were screened for acute 
malnutrition in mobiles clinics. Out of them, 103 children (54 girls and 49 boys) were treated for SAM and 14 were referred 
by the mobile teams to inpatient treatment programmes due to medical complications. In addition, 624 children aged 6- 
59 months received micronutrient supplementation (Vitamin A) and 342 received deworming capsules in hard-to-reach 
areas. At least 330 pregnant and lactating women (PLW) benefitted from benefited from counselling on appropriate infant 
and young child feeding practices. 
 
UNICEF and its partners conducted a rapid SMART nutrition survey in Langandji and Mobaye (Basse-Kotto Prefecture). 
The survey shows a global acute malnutrition (GAM) rate of 12.1 per cent and a SAM rate of 3.6 per cent in Langandji, and 
a GAM rate of 11.5 per cent and a SAM rate of 3.3 per cent in Mobaye – exceeding WHO classifications for a critical 
situation (SAM > 2 per cent).  
 
Security concerns in some locations have caused the suspension of some mobile clinics interventions in Ouaka and Basse 
Kotto prefectures. UNICEF and its partners are working on alternative options to overcome these challenges and to 
maintain the surveillance of hard-to-reach communities. 
 
Health and HIV & AIDS 

To support the Ministry of Health to provide emergency care to the IDPs in Kaga Bandoro, UNICEF, WHO and IRC provided 
medical kits in the Kaga Bandoro Health District which led to the provision of medical care to 912 internally displaced 
persons including 355 children aged under five (39 per cent). 161 pregnant women attended at least one antenatal 
consultation at the mobile clinic on the MINUSCA and Lazaret IDP sites and at the Kaga Bandoro district hospital. Out of 
the 543 people who received outpatient care, 310 (57 per cent) were treated for malaria and 166 (31 per cent) for acute 
respiratory infection. In addition, case with potential disease outbreaks were diagnosed: nine suspected cases of 
meningitis with three deaths (33 per cent lethality rate); 14 suspected measles cases with zero deaths reported. Samples 
examination is ongoing at the Pasteur Institute in Bangui.  
 
Six of the nine suspected monkey pox cases recorded at Ippy have been confirmed. These cases were handled at the 
Bambari district hospital by UNICEF in collaboration with MSF and IMC. Supplies were donated by WHO and UNICEF to 
handle the Monkeypox outbreak. However, due to the continuous insecurity in the Ippy Sub-Prefecture, investigation and 
appropriate response could not be fully provided.  
 
Finally, 106 pregnant and lactating HIV + women and 66 infants born from HIV mother received antiretroviral treatment 
through Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission services. 
 

Education 

In March, UNICEF and its partners, with the support of the Ministry of Education, helped maintain at school close to 100 
per cent of the children that had been admitted in February through awareness campaigns in the prefectures of Ouaka, 
Haute-Kotto, Basse Kotto, Mbomou, Ouham and Ouham Pende. Following the murder of six education workers in 
February near Markounda, psychosocial support was provided by UNICEF to all the implementing partners. In addition, 
communication mechanisms with implementing partners are being revised, through the strengthening of security-related 
information sharing.  
 
UNICEF staff continued to reinforce the capacities of four implementing partners on project management, particularly on 
UNICEF policies and regulations thank to the HACT training. UNICEF continued to support the emergency committee of 
the Ministry of Education by supporting them advocacy strategy guidance for fundraising.  

 
The Education cluster advocated with ECHO and the European Union (EU) for additional funding dedicated to education 
in emergency.  
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Child Protection 
In March, 216 children associated with armed forces and groups (CAAFAG) including 86 girls aged between 12 and 17 
were verified and released from an armed group in Paoua (Northwest). Profiling of these children for their social 
reintegration is ongoing by UNICEF national NGO partner Association des Femmes Rurales de Batangafo pour le 
Développement (AFRBD). Socio-economic reintegration support for the 165 CAAFAG including 76 girls, who were 
previously released from a coalition of armed groups in Kaga Bandoro and Bria is ongoing. The children are being 
integrated into either formal schooling or vocational training by UNICEF partner Plan International. Out of them, 28 were 
already reunified with families in Bria.  
 
In March, a total of 27,237 children including 10,998 girls benefited from recreational activities and psychosocial support 
in 35 Child Friendly Spaces (CFS), set up across the country by Child protection Sub-Cluster partners including UNICEF, 
AFRBD, Esperance, War Child, Plan International, CARITAS Bouar, AFEB and ESF: in Paoua (Ouham-Pende), Bria, Ippy, 
Bakala (Haute-Kotto), Kaga-Bandoro (Nana-Gribizi), Bozoum (Ouham-Pende), Carnot (Mambere-Kadei), Tedoa and Yaloke 
area (Nana-Mambere). 
 
UNICEF partners identified 85 unaccompanied and separated children (UASC), including 43 girls in Paoua (Ouham-Pende), 
Bakala (Ouaka) and localities in Lobaye prefecture. These children are being accommodated by caregivers and foster 
families and benefit from recreational activities and psychosocial support at the CFSs. Their family tracking is ongoing. In 
addition, in Paoua, 15 UASC including 8 girls, out of 53 previously identified, were reunified with their families by AFRBD 
in collaboration with the local authorities.  
 
In Ippy, Bambari and Kaga-Bandoro, ten cases of sexual violence against girls aged between 13 and 16 were registered by 
UNICEF partners Esperance and Plan International in collaboration with the Social Affairs Department. In addition, 42 child 
survivors of Gender Based Violence (18 girls) including physical abuse and exploitation were registered in Lobaye 
prefecture by UNICEF partners AFEB and ESF. All of them received holistic support, comprised of medical assistance, 
psychosocial support, hygiene kits, and socio-economic reintegration support. Furthermore, among the eight child 
marriage cases previously identified involving armed groups and civilian in Kaga-Bandoro, 5 girls escaped from the armed 
groups elements were relocated for security reason by child protection actors. They received psychosocial support, dignity 
kits, foods…). Negotiation is ongoing for the release of the remaining. Finally, around 1400 girls and boys from IDPS camps 
of Kaga Bandoro and secondary school of Dekoa were sensitized on reporting mechanism on sexual exploitation and abuse, 
sexual and reproductive health. 
 
RRM – Rapid Respond Mechanism 
In March, RRM partners received five humanitarian alerts in the North-West (Ouham) and the South-East (Ouaka, Haute-
Kotto and Mbomou) parts of the country. The continuing increase of violence in the South-East of CAR, especially around 
Tagbara in March, has resulted in new displacement of population.  
 
Reflecting the ongoing deterioration of the humanitarian situation in the country, and despite severe access constraints, 
the RRM has reached significantly more crisis-affected people in March than the monthly average of the past twelve 
months. In response to diarrhea outbreaks reported in February in two areas of Nana-Gribizi préfecture (North), RRM 
partner Solidarités International conducted two NFI distributions and WASH interventions. RRM partner ACF also 
conducted two NFI distributions and WASH interventions in Ouham and Nana-Mambéré prefectures (West). In total these 
interventions reached 26,140 children and their families with NFIs, and 20,354 with WASH services. Following the attacks 
and fighting between armed groups that have resulted in the killing of at least 69 civilians and the displacement over 
10,000 along the Bambari-Ippy axis in Ouaka préfecture (Center) since 20 March, as of 31 March RRM partner ACTED was 
preparing to respond as soon as access became possible.  
 

Media and External Communication 
The news of the killing of  a UNICEF staff, together with 5 other education workers, two days later, gathered a lot of media 
attention, including France 24, New York Times.  Al Jazeera published a story on education shot earlier. 
 
The communication team published a video showing the RRM’s  largest NFI fair to date, organised outside Kaga Bandoro 
by partner Solidarités International (in French and in English).  
 
Security  
In Bangui, the situation was calm but remains potentially volatile.  Tensions between armed men and traders in Bangui-
PK5 are still ongoing. Outside Bangui, the transhumance is one of the drivers which exacerbates fighting between armed 

http://www.france24.com/fr/20180301-centrafrique-unicef-six-travailleurs-humanitaires-tues-nord-attaque-minusca
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/28/world/africa/unicef-car-central-african-republic.html?&moduleDetail=section-news-0&action=click&contentCollection=Africa&region=Footer&module=MoreInSection&version=WhatsNext&contentID=WhatsNext&pgtype=article
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dBh2AtXDQgk
https://t.co/RrzONu0Xei
https://t.co/GDfo5RrpSz
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groups, as well as between livestock herders and farmers. In addition, clashes between armed groups who want to 
maintain or extend the area under their control to facilitate their access to natural resources remain frequent, as is the 
targeting of aid organizations (intimidation, car-jacking, burglaries).  
 
 
 
Funding  

In March, the European Commission's Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO) contributed 800,000 EUR 
to provide access to quality education to crisis affected children in CAR. With the spread of the conflict leading to more 
displaced persons in new areas, continued donor support is critical. As of 31 March, UNICEF has received over $3.8 million 
against the $56.5 million in the 2018 HAC requirements. Details are provided in the below sectoral table. The funding 
shortfalls in WASH and Child Protection particularly hamper UNICEF’s effective coordination efforts in these two sectors.  
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 2018) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 
Funds available* Funding gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  7,800,000 300,000 156,576 7,343,424 94% 

Health & HIV/AIDS 9,000,000 - 59,240 8,940,760 99% 

Water, Sanitation, 
Hygiene 

9,600,000 150,000 488,711 8,961,289 93% 

Child Protection 8,900,000 1,357,606 377,766  7,164,628 81% 

Education 8,000,000 1,381,595 256,051 6,362,354 80% 

Rapid Response 
Mechanism 

11,700,000 631,097 3,574,739 7,494,164 64% 

Cluster/sector 
Coordination 

1,500,000 - - 1,500,000 100% 

Total 56,500,000 3,820,298 4,913,082 47,766,620 85% 

* Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 

 

 
UNICEF CAR: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html    
UNICEF CAR Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR 
UNICEF CAR Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR  

UNICEF CAR Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.html 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Christine Muhigana 
Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 0205 
Email: cmuhigana@unicef.org 

 
 

 

Speciose Hakizimana 
Deputy Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 0206 
Email: shakizimana@unicef.org 
 
 

Olivier Corbet 
Chief Emergency & Field Operations 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 6079 
Email: ocorbet@unicef.org 
 
 

http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html
http://www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR
https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.html
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Annexe A 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS  
 

 
 
 

 

 UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

Overall 
needs 

2018  
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report  
▲▼ 

 2018 
Target  

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report  
▲▼ 

NUTRITION         
Children aged 6-59 months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for therapeutic care 

42,225  27,961   4,933   2,303  27,961  4,933   2,303  

Recovery rate (%)  >75%  >75%  91.9% 0.40% >75% 91.9% 0.40% 

Caregivers of children reached with infant and 
young child feeding counselling 

108,276  85,000   9,123   6,990  108,276  16,696   14,175  

HEALTH      

Children under 5 vaccinated 
against polio 

910,000 910,000  578,371  562,801  
 

People and children under 5 in IDP sites and 
enclaves with access to essential health services 
and medicines. 

 500,000  3,389  912 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE  

Crisis-affected people with access to safe water for 
drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 

900,000 600,000 56,000 500 900,000 56,000 500 

Crisis-affected people accessing appropriate 
sanitation facilities 

1,700,000 300,000 42,000 0 600,000 42,000 0 

Crisis-affected girls/women accessing menstrual 
hygiene management services 

170,000 45,000 0 0 60,000 45,000 0 

CHILD PROTECTION         

Children reached with psychosocial support 
through child friendly spaces  

200,000 100,000 19,330  3,532  200,000 43,035 27,237 

Children released from armed forces/groups 
reached with reintegration support  

4,874 3,500 216  216  4,874 216 216 

Registered unaccompanied/ separated children 
supported with reunification services 

2,000 800 197  81 2000 387 85 

Women and children reached with gender-based 
violence prevention and response interventions 

 1,000 31  18   94 60 

EDUCATION        

Number of Children (boys and girls 3-17yrs) in areas 
affected by crisis accessing education 

290,832 85,000 44,784 0 94,400 44,784 0 

Children received learning materials 500,000 100,000 54,208 0 204,600 99,545 0 

Children (boys and girls 3-17yrs) attending school in 
a class led by a teacher trained in psychosocial 
support 

500,000 100,500 16,000 0 195,000 35,925 0 

RAPID RESPONSE MECHANISM        

Acutely vulnerable people rapidly provided with 
non-food items after a shock 

160,000 160,000 43,353 26,140  

Affected people receiving appropriate WASH 
interventions after a shock 

70,000 70,000 28,505 20,354  

*Data for Kaga-Bandoro zonal office only 


