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*Funds available include funding received for the 
current appeal year as well as the carry-forward from 
the previous year. 

Highlights 
- Violence affecting Mbrès area in the centre of the country since the 

end of June has caused at least 7,000 people to flee their villages as 
armed elements burned their houses.  

- Nearly 8,000 crisis-affected children newly had access to 
psychosocial, recreational and educational activities in child friendly 
spaces (CFS) in Bambari, Mbrès, and Paoua areas. 

- In July, UNICEF partners treated 1,280 children under five for Severe 
Acute malnutrition (SAM). However, the nutrition situation is still 
worrying. On 12 July, UNICEF CAR and the Ministry of Health and 
Population warned in a joint press release that Severe Acute 
Malnutrition SAM) is above the emergency threshold of 2% in 39 out 
of 71 provincial health districts nationwide 

- At end of July, UNICEF CAR’s 2018 appeal is 34% funded, with 
shortfalls over 90 % in Health & HIV/AIDS and WASH, and over 80 
% in Nutrition. 

Key Programme Indicators 
Sector/Cluster UNICEF 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

WASH: Number of affected people 
provided with access to improved 
sources of water as per agreed 
standards 

900,000 525,700 600,000 76,245 

Education: Number of Children 
(boys and girls 3-17yrs) in areas 
affected by crisis accessing education 

94,400 66,200 85,000 56,978 

Health: Number of children under 5 
in IDP sites and enclaves with access 
to essential health services and 
medicines. 

N/A 500,000 8,503 

Nutrition: Number of children aged 
6-59 months with SAM admitted for 
therapeutic care. 

27,961 15,202 27,961 15,202 

Child Protection: Children (boys and 
girls) released from armed forces and 
armed groups who participate in a 
community reintegration 
programme. 

4,874 498 3,500 498 

 

 

 

1.3 million  
# of children in need of humanitarian assistance 

2.5 million  
# of people in need 
(OCHA, June 2018) 

614,679 
# of Internally displaced persons 

(OCHA, July 2018) 

 

Outside CAR 

572,062 

# of registered CAR refugees 
(UNHCR, July 2018) 
 
 
 

2018 UNICEF Appeal  

US$ 56.5 million 
 
Funding Status 2018* 

2018 funding 
requirement: 

$56.5M Carry-

forward: 

$4,913,082 

 

Funds 

received: 

$14,555,358 

Funding Gap: 

$37,031,560 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
The overall situation in CAR remains tense. Since the end of June, after more than two years of relative lull, Mbrès area 

in Nana Grebizi prefecture (North) has been affected by a wave of violence involving attacks on villages and clashes 

between armed groups. According to various sources, several civilians were killed, at least 2,000 houses were burned in 

15 villages and around 7,000 people have fled, mostly into the bush. Access to the area remains very difficult due to the 

prevailing insecurity. Return movements from Paoua (Northwest) to the surrounding areas, are still ongoing. They are 

made possible by an improvement in the security situation thanks to MINUSCA peacekeeping force operations and 

temporary deployments. IDPs often return to devastated villages – it is estimated that more than 6,000 houses have 

been burned down – and face acute needs in all sectors. Humanitarian actors, including UNICEF’s RRM partners, support 

the returnees, but generally face resource constraints. On 12 July, UNICEF CAR and the Ministry of Health and Population 

warned in a joint press release that Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) is estimated to be above the emergency threshold 

of 2% in 39 out of 71 provincial health districts nationwide, and called for increased donor support. According to OCHA1, 

the number of incidents against aid workers in CAR nearly doubled between the first and second quarters of 2018, from 

63 to 118. A total of 181 incidents were recorded since the beginning of the year, resulting in 5 aid workers losing their 

lives, and 10 being injured.  

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
UNICEF is a member of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), UN Country Team (UNCT), Security Management Team 

(SMT). UNICEF also participates in the MINUSCA coordination mechanisms such as the Senior Management Group for 

Protection (SMGP) and the Protection from sexual exploitation and abuse Task Force (PSEA TF) to facilitate the delivery 

of humanitarian assistance. UNICEF leads WASH, Nutrition, Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster, while 

the Government is an active member of the WASH, Nutrition, and Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. 

Child Protection Sub-Cluster covers all prefectures directly or indirectly. Nutrition is paired with health and works 

through three Sub-Clusters at the regional level. The Education and WASH Clusters are also functional at the regional 

level. At the Cluster level, UNICEF is an active member of the Health Cluster and, via the RRM coordinator, of the 

Shelter/NFI/Camp Management Cluster. Moreover, UNICEF hosts and coordinates the Rapid Response Mechanism 

(RRM).  The RRM Coordinator is a member of the Inter-Cluster Coordination team (ICC) which enables efficient 

coordination between the RRM program and the humanitarian community.    

 

Humanitarian Strategy  
Working with partners based in the country’s most troubled areas, and using prepositioned essential supplies, UNICEF 

prioritizes child centered life-saving interventions and risk reduction for crisis-affected, displaced and returning people 

in CAR. The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) led by UNICEF carries out multi-sector assessments on new crises, 

provides non-food items and water, sanitation and hygiene support to vulnerable people newly affected by shocks, and 

coordinates with external actors to ensure complementary responses in other essential sectors. UNICEF addresses 

preventable childhood illnesses, malaria, HIV and malnutrition, and provides people with access to safe water and 

improved sanitation facilities. UNICEF focuses on protection needs of children, including their release from armed groups 

and their reunification with their families when separated or unaccompanied, and provides the appropriate psychosocial 

support to vulnerable children. UNICEF contributes to give children who are out of school access to safe learning spaces 

and quality education. UNICEF works with line ministries to reinforce the Government capacity in the humanitarian 

coordination, leadership and response. In coordination with UNICEF regular programmes, the emergency responses 

contribute day to day in increasing people’s access to basic services. Therefore, UNICEF aims at ensuring the best linkage 

between its humanitarian and development mandates and capacities to ensure the best synergy between its emergency 

and recovery programmes.  

                                                        
1 https://reliefweb.int/report/central-african-republic/r-publique-centrafricaine-aper-u-des-incidents-ayant-touch-les-0   

 

https://reliefweb.int/report/central-african-republic/r-publique-centrafricaine-aper-u-des-incidents-ayant-touch-les-0
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Summary Analysis of Programme Response   
Nutrition 

With support from nutrition partners, since 1 January 2018 a total of 15,202 children aged 6-59 months have been treated 

for Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) across the country, representing 54 % of the humanitarian response plan target. 

Out of them, 10,442 children recovered with a SAM cure rate of close to 90 %. In July, 1,280 children under five suffering 

from SAM were treated for SAM. UNICEF and partners conducted a nutrition rapid assessments based on the Mid-Upper 

Arm Circumference (MUAC) measurement on five IDP sites in Bambari in Ouaka prefecture (Centre). The assessment 

recorded a Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rate of 18 % and a SAM rate of 4 %, that are both above the critical 

thresholds (respectively 15 % and 2 %). This situation will be prioritized under the new CERF allocation for CAR, which is 

currently being finalized. 

 
WASH 

UNICEF continued to provide WASH assistance in returnee and IDP sites in Bambari, Bangassou, and Kaga Bandoro with 

its implementing partners Caritas Bambari, Caritas Bangassou, Echelle, the Direction Générale de l’Hydraulique (DGH) 

and the National Agency for Water and Sanitation (ANEA). In Kaga-Bandoro and Bambari, 1,500 people newly gained 

access to drinking water thanks to the repair of two hand pumps and the construction of one well, and 15 community 

mobilizers were trained on household water treatment techniques and the use of water purification tablets. In Kaga 

Bandoro, Bambari and Bouar 5,374 people were sensitized on good hygiene practices, including 2,716 persons who 

received soaps. In addition, at Kaga Bandoro, 392 students from two schools were sensitized on menstrual hygiene and 

180 girls (puberty age) received a dignity kit. 18 scouts including five young women were also trained on good hygiene 

practices and WASH techniques. About 100 women with dependent children received soaps, hygiene education and 

information on healthy and hygienic practices and feeding practices for child care at the mobile clinic and the hospital. 

In Bakala  (Ouaka prefecture, Centre), Caritas Bambari built seven blocks of six showers benefitting 2,156 IDPs, and 1,800 

students from two schools got access to two new blocks of Ventilated Improved Pit (VIP) latrines. 

 
Health 

From January to July 2018, 8,503 children under five received curative care on IDP sites in the prefectures of Nana Gribizi, 

Ouham and Kemo. In July 2018, 1,310 children under five benefited from treatment in Kaga Bandoro and Mala (Kemo). 

The most common diseases treated were malaria, diarrheal diseases and acute respiratory infections. UNICEF and health 

actors assessed the situation and supported the health responses in the Mbrès area where villages were attacked by 

armed groups in June and July. In Mala, where thousands of people fleeing violence in Mbrès have sought refuge, 1,000 

children under five received the treatments against malaria, diarrhoea and pneumonia in two health facilities equipped 

with UNICEF medical kits.  

 
HIV & AIDS 

With the fund received from Education section (Education Can Wait) and the UBRAF funds, the followings main 

achievement have been made: 3 joint supervisory missions with the Ministry of Health, coupled with a training on Positive 

Living with HIV have been organized in Bouar, Kaga-Bandoro and Bossangoa, 38 HIV+ adolescents and young peer 

educators were trained in Bouar, Bossangoa andKaga-Bandoro. 30 adolescents and young non-HIV+ peer educators 

were trained in Kaga-Bandoro and Bouar. The trainees were provided with technical support towards reaching 

adolescents who are most-at-risk and those especially vulnerable to becoming infected. They also received guidance on 

the special needs of young people living with HIV and AIDS to ensure that they continue to lead fulfilling and productive 

lives. During the reporting period, 49 new HIV+ pregnant and lactating women from PMTCT centers were trained in 

Bossangoa and Kaga Bandoro to deliver community support towards their peers. New 39HIV+ pregnant and lactating 

women and 27 infants born to mothers living with HIV received antiretroviral treatment (ARV) in emergency areas (health 

regions 3, 4, 5 and 6).   
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Education 

In July 2018, 3,909 children (1,821 girls), mostly IDPs, were newly enrolled in remedial classes in six schools. To 

compensate the lack of classroom in some of these schools, four Temporary Learning Spaces (TLS) were established in 

Bakala and Grimari (Ouaka, Centre). At least 56,978 children (26,005 girls) continued to have access to education and 

recreational activities in non-formal education structures in crisis areas in Ouham, Ouham Pende, Nana Gribizi, Haute 

Kotto, Basse Kotto, Mbomou, Haut Mbomou and Ouaka prefectures. To contribute to quality learning, the 3,909 children 

(1,821 girls) in the catch-up classes received school kits and their 78 teachers were provided with pedagogical kits. School 

kits were distributed to 61,270 children (25,980 girls) since the start of the year. To enhance children participation in 

learning activities in TLS and targeted schools in Ouaka and Mbomou, 184 teachers (36 women) were trained on 

psychosocial support in classroom benefiting 40,694 children (18,572 girls). Since the start of the year, a total of 74,028 

children (31,895 girls) benefitted from trauma and stress counselling from trained teachers. From 24 to 26 July, a training 

on the Rapid Joint Assessment of Education Needs (RJAEN), for 28 Ministry of Education staff including three women 

from the eight Inspection d’Académie (IA) and six NGO staff, was organized with the support of UNICEF Education in 

Emergency team in collaboration with the Education Cluster. Participants strengthened their capacity on the RJAEN and 

elaborated an action plan for each Academic Inspection (AI). The action plan defines the mechanisms for an early warning 

in case of an attack against schools and the coordination of the education in emergencies interventions at the 

decentralized level. The Inspection d’Académie (IA) are responsible to assess the school on a periodical basis and, during 

a warning of school attacks. During this reporting period, the Cluster contributed to the development of the national 

Education in Emergency (EiE) strategy by organizing a consultation with the extended Strategic Advisory Group to 

harmonize the response framework and adapt the standards, as well bilateral meetings with financial partners to ensure 

strategic alignment. 

 

Child Protection 
Out of the 190 children previously identified as associated with armed groups, 15 children, including 6 girls, were verified 

and released from an armed group in Nana Gribizi prefecture. These children are benefiting from community 

reintegration activities in Nana Gribizi prefecture. UNICEF signed new partnerships with implementing partners COOPI, 

CARITAS and War Child to continue to provide support for children associated with armed groups in the prefectures of 

Haut-Mbomou, Bamingui-Bangoran, Ombela-Mpoko, Lobaye as well as in Bangui. A total of 7,841 crisis-affected 

children, including 2,940 girls, have newly had [accessed] to psychosocial, recreational and educational activities in child 

friendly spaces (CFS) in Bambari, Mbrès, and Paoua.  In Bria, Seko, Bambari, Mbrès and Mala, 40 unaccompanied and 

separated children, including 13 girls, were registered. As of the end of July, UNICEF and its partners have reunified 178 

children (59 girls) with their families. 202 children are still waiting for reunification.  In July, 38 new cases of gender based 

violence (GBV) against girls aged 12-17, including five cases of rape, were registered and documented. All of them 

received of medical assistance, psychosocial support, hygiene kits, and socio-economic reintegration support.  Following 

the arrival of the new Sub-Cluster Coordinator this month, the child protection Sub-Cluster accelerate the process of 

assessing, revising and updating the child protection coordination tools, strategy and action plans as well as the terms of 

references of the Strategic Advisory Group. The Sub-Cluster will also update the mapping of child protection actors to 

ensure compliance with child protection standards, humanitarian principles, including minimum membership criteria.  

 
Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) 
In July, the RRM recorded 7 new humanitarian alerts (55 since January), including one regarding new clashes in Mbrès 

area (Nana Gribizi, Center-North), and one related to the arrival of new IDPs in Gamboula on the Cameroonian border 

(Membere Kadei, West), fleeing armed group violence. Two exploratory missions (MEX) and three multisector 

assessment missions (MSA) were conducted in Ouham Pende to assess the needs of the returnees from Paoua. As a 

result, RRM partner ACF distributed Non-Food Items (NFI) kits to 1,448 households recently returned to eight burnt down 

villages east of Paoua, and also rehabilitated water points. In Mala (Kemo, Centre) Solidarités International started a 

WASH intervention for the IDPs fleeing armed group violence in Mbrès area (results to be recorded in August). Two other 

NFI and WASH interventions were conducted in Mbomou (East), benefiting both returnees and host communities, and 
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one NFI intervention benefited IDPs on the Bambari-Grimari axis following recent clashes. In total, 7,681 persons 

benefited from NFI distributions and 6,743 from WASH activities in July. 

 
Media and External Communication 
During the reporting period, the team focused on advocating for the nutrition crisis in the Central African republic: a 

video was published on social networks on Facebook and YouTube (via Twitter); a press conference was held jointly with 

the Minister of Health and Population and a joint press release was issued. It was picked up by several media, in CAR 

(acap.cf, rjdh.org, abangui.com) and globally (rfi.fr,  china.org.cn). The communication team also facilitated visits to 

nutrition centre and health facilities for independent photographer Alberto Maretti. 

 
Funding   
As of 31 July, UNICEF has received less than 34 % against the $56.5 million in the 2018 HAC requirements. Thanks to the 

latest generous contributions from the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) and the Multi-

Partner Trust Fund (UNDP-MPTF), UNICEF was able to provide life-saving assistance to crisis-affected and displaced 

children in CAR. However, significant funding shortfalls continue over 90 % in Health & HIV/AIDS and WASH, and over 

80 % in Nutrition. In addition, nutrition situation has significantly deteriorated since the beginning of the year and the 

funding gap of US$ 6.5 million is hampering effective humanitarian response in this sector.  Though the RRM is 100 % 

funded against its original requirement, a record-level volume of activity and the need to replenish its contingency stocks 

will result in revised funding requirements.  Funding details are provided in the below sectoral table.  

 
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 2018) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available* Funding gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  7,800,000 1,131,771 156,576 6,511,653 83% 

Health & HIV/AIDS 9,000,000 0 59,240 8,940,760 99% 

Water, Sanitation, 
Hygiene 

9,600,000 150,000 488,711 8,961,289 93% 

Child Protection 8,900,000 1,988,393 377,766  6,533,841 73% 

Education 8,000,000 1,989,814 256,051 5,754,136 72% 

Rapid Response 
Mechanism 

11,700,000 8,995,380 3,574,739 0 0% 

Cluster/sector 
Coordination 

1,500,000 300,000 - 1,200,000 80% 

Total 56,500,000 14,555,358 4,913,082 37,031,560 66% 

* Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 

 
UNICEF CAR: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html    
UNICEF CAR Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR 
UNICEF CAR Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR  

UNICEF CAR Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.html 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Christine Muhigana 
Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 0205 
Email : cmuhigana@unicef.org 

 
 

 

Olivier Corbet 
Chief Emergency & Field Operations 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7007 5710 
Email: ocorbet@unicef.org 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR/videos/1895589427129352/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcEjw6m8Xuo&list=UUC6CTqmN5PNJEDudTDpqeeQ&index=1
https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR/status/1017404272542040066
https://www.acap.cf/Le-ministre-Pierre-Somse-appelle-a-la-mobilisation-de-fonds-en-faveur-des-enfants-malnutris_a8708.html
http://rjdh.org/centrafrique-plus-de-110-000-enfants-de-moins-de-5-ans-touches-par-la-malnutrition-selon-unicef/
http://news.abangui.com/h/63728.html
http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20180713-rca-unicef-cherche-fonds-lutte-malnutrition-infantile
http://french.china.org.cn/foreign/txt/2018-07/12/content_56428837.htm
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html
http://www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR
https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.html
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Annex A 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
2 The increase of this figure is partially due to the fact that partners reporting to the cluster increased from 12 to 16 

3 Same comment 
4 Includes some June activities that had not yet been reported by RRM partners 

 

 UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

Overall 
needs 

2018  
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 
▲▼ 

 2018 
Target  

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report  
▲▼ 

NUTRITION         
Children aged 6-59 months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for therapeutic care 

42,225  27,961  15,202    1,280  27,961 15,202   1,280  

Recovery rate (%)  >75%  >75%  89.91%  ≥75% 89.91%  

Caregivers of children reached with infant and 
young child feeding counselling 

108,276  85,000  26,221  5,007  108,276 33,411 5,400 

HEALTH      

Children under 5 vaccinated 
against polio 

910,000 910,000 485,812 0  
 

People and children under 5 in IDP sites and 
enclaves with access to essential health services 
and medicines. 

 500,000 8,503  1,310 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE  

Crisis-affected people with access to safe water for 
drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 

900,000 600,000 76,245  1,500  900,000 525,700 56,7002 

Crisis-affected people accessing appropriate 
sanitation facilities 

1,700,000 300,000 54,256 3,956 600,000 285,700 85,7003 

Crisis-affected girls/women accessing menstrual 
hygiene management services 

170,000 45,000 5,180 180 60,000 50,180  180 

CHILD PROTECTION         

Children reached with psychosocial support 
through child friendly spaces  

200,000 100,000 52,141 7,841 200,000 68,272 
 
 

7,841 

Children released from armed forces/groups 
reached with reintegration support  

4,874 3,500 498 15 4,874 498 15 

Registered unaccompanied/ separated children 
supported with reunification services 

2,000 800 380 
 

40 2,000 380 
 

40 

Women and children reached with gender-based 
violence prevention and response interventions 

 1,000 198 38 NA NA 
 

NA 

EDUCATION        

Number of Children (boys and girls 3-17yrs) in areas 
affected by crisis accessing education 

290,832 85,000 56,978 3,909 94,400 66,200 3,909 

Children received learning materials 500,000 100,000 61,270 3,909 204,600 109,587 3,909 

Children (boys and girls 3-17yrs) attending school in 
a class led by a teacher trained in psychosocial 
support 

500,000 100,500 74,028 
 

40,694 195,000 100,894 40,694 

RAPID RESPONSE MECHANISM        

Acutely vulnerable people rapidly provided with 
non-food items after a shock 

160,000 160,000 107,774
  

7,6814  

Affected people receiving appropriate WASH 
interventions after a shock 

70,000 70,000 85,790 6,743  


