
   
 

   
 

   
 

   Central African 
 Republic 

Humanitarian 
 Situation Report 

 

  
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
*Funds available include funding received for the 
current appeal year as well as the carry-forward from 
the previous year. 
 

Funds 
received: 
$24.6M

Carry-over: 
$4.9M (9%)

Funding gap : 
$32.4M (57%)

Funding status* (US$)

Required: 
$56.5M

Highlights 
- On 17 September, the school year was officially launched by the 

President in Bangui. UNICEF technically and financially supported 
the Ministry of Education (MoE) in the implementation of the 
national ‘Back to School’ mass communication campaign in all 8 
Academic Inspections. The Education Cluster estimates that 280,000 
school-age children were displaced, including 116,000 who had 
dropped out of school 
 

- The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) hit a record month, with 
partners ensuring 10 interventions across crisis-affected areas, 
reaching 38,640 children and family members with NFI kits, and 
59,443 with WASH services 
 

- In September, 19 violent incidents against humanitarian actors were 
recorded, including UNICEF partners, leading to interruptions of 
assistance, just as dozens of thousands of new IDPs fleeing violence 
reached Bria  

 
Key Programme Indicators 

Sector/Cluster UNICEF 
Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

WASH: Number of affected people 
provided with access to improved 
sources of water as per agreed 
standards 

900,000 633,795 600,000 82,140 

Education: Number of Children 
(boys and girls 3-17yrs) in areas 
affected by crisis accessing education 

94,400 79,741 85,000 69,719 

Health: Number of children under 5 
in IDP sites and enclaves with access 
to essential health services and 
medicines. 

N/A 500,000 13,053 

Nutrition: Number of children aged 
6-59 months with SAM admitted for 
therapeutic care. 

27,961 20,518 27,961 20,518 

Child Protection: Children (boys and 
girls) released from armed forces and 
armed groups who participate in a 
community reintegration 
programme. 

4,874 702 3,500 682 
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SITUATION IN NUMBERS September 2018  

 

1.3 million  
# of children in need of humanitarian assistance 

2.5 million  
# of people in need 
(OCHA, June 2018) 

621,035 
# of Internally displaced persons 

(OCHA, August 2018) 

 

Outside CAR 

572, 984 

# of registered CAR refugees 
(UNHCR, August 2018) 
 
 
 

2018 UNICEF Appeal  

US$ 56.5 million 



   
 

   
 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
The situation deteriorated significantly during September in Kaga-Bandoro, Bouca, Batangafo (center-north) because 
of a series of acts of violence against the civilian population and humanitarian actors. A new wave of robberies against 
humanitarian facilities has been reported. From the first to the 30 September, 19 incidents (violence, death threats 
against humanitarian workers, robberies of compound or humanitarian convoys and staff residences) directly affected 
humanitarian partners, including eight in Kaga-Bandoro, which led to movement restrictions for humanitarian actors, 
five in Bouca and six in Batangafo. Seven humanitarian actors had to suspend their interventions. OCHA estimates that 
approximately 168,000 people who depend on humanitarian assistance in these areas have been affected. 
 
Since June, fighting between armed groups on the Bria-Irabanda axis (72 km south-east of Bria, (Haute-Kotto, center-
east) had a domino effect and increased population movements to Bria town, where a record 93,000 people now live in 
displacement. The increase in the number of displaced people affects the capacity of the humanitarian partners to 
provide water at the PK3 site, which is the largest in CAR. Access to farming fields and trade remain difficult and this has 
led to soaring prices for food and essential commodities. The respect for the civil and neutral nature of displaced persons' 
sites remains a major challenge, particularly in PK3. Various incidents of protection and human rights violations 
committed by armed groups have been reported by protection partners, as well as attempts to interfere with the 
management of the humanitarian response in this site. Nevertheless, emergency responses are underway by 
humanitarian partners to meet the needs of the IDPs.  
 
On 3 September, the Protocol on Information Sharing and Reporting of Alleged Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (EAS), 
which is in line with the 2013 United Nations Secretary-General's bulletin, was signed by MINUSCA, United Nations 
agencies, various NGOs involved in humanitarian response in CAR.  
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
UNICEF is a member of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), UN Country Team (UNCT), Security Management Team 
(SMT). UNICEF also participates in the MINUSCA coordination mechanisms such as the Senior Management Group for 
Protection (SMGP) and the Protection from sexual exploitation and abuse Task Force (PSEA TF) to facilitate the delivery 
of humanitarian assistance. UNICEF leads WASH, Nutrition, Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. The 
Government is an active member of the WASH, Nutrition, and Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. The 
national Child Protection Sub-Cluster covers all prefectures directly or indirectly. Nutrition is paired with health and 
works through three Sub-Clusters at the regional level. The Education and WASH Clusters are also functional at the 
regional level. At the Cluster level, UNICEF is an active member of the Health Cluster and, via the RRM coordinator, of 
the Shelter/NFI/Camp Management Cluster. Moreover, UNICEF hosts and coordinates the Rapid Response Mechanism 
(RRM). The RRM Coordinator is a member of the Inter-Cluster Coordination team (ICC) which enables efficient 
coordination between the RRM program and the humanitarian community. Finally, the Cash Working Group, led by 
OCHA has recently been reactivated and UNICEF participates actively.  
 

Humanitarian Strategy  
Working with partners based in the country’s most troubled areas, and using prepositioned essential supplies, UNICEF 
prioritizes child centered life-saving interventions and risk reduction for crisis-affected, displaced and returning people 
in CAR. The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) led by UNICEF carries out multi-sector assessments on new crises, 
provides non-food items and water, sanitation and hygiene support to vulnerable people newly affected by shocks, and 
coordinates with external actors to ensure complementary responses in other essential sectors. The mechanism also 
provides UNICEF and partners with quick and reliable information on the affected populations needs. This allows UNICEF 
to mobilize partners so as to addresses preventable childhood illnesses, malaria, HIV and malnutrition, and provides 
people with access to safe water and improved sanitation facilities. UNICEF focuses on protection needs of children, 
including their release from armed groups and their reunification with their families when separated or unaccompanied, 
and provides the appropriate psychosocial support to children affected by the conflict. UNICEF contributes to providing 
out of school children with access to safe learning spaces and quality education.  
 
UNICEF works with line ministries to reinforce the Government capacity in the humanitarian coordination, leadership 
and response. In coordination with UNICEF regular programmes, the emergency responses contribute day to day in 
increasing people’s access to basic services. Therefore, UNICEF aims at ensuring the best linkage between its 



   
 

   
 

humanitarian and development mandates and capacities to ensure the most effective synergy between its emergency 
and recovery programmes.  
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response   
Nutrition 
UNICEF and partners planned to support 27,921 SAM-affected children in 2018 in CAR. As of the end of September, 
20,518 cases have been admitted in therapeutic centers (73% of the target). The SAM cure rate is at 90 percent; death 
rate at 2 per cent; defaulter rate at 6.5 per cent and non-responding rate at 1.5 per cent. 
The first national nutrition SMART survey in four years is currently underway with technical and financial support from 
UNICEF. Training took place in the capital, Bangui, and data collection is ongoing. The survey includes 17 representative 
SMART surveys (1 for each of the 16 prefectures and for Bangui) and data is being collected via android mobile tablets or 
phones and results are instantly available for analysis. The completeness rate stands at 49%. The tentative timeline for 
preliminary results is mid-November. Security concerns in some locations have caused delays in data collection. UNICEF 
and partners worked on alternative options to overcome these challenges. 
 
WASH 
UNICEF and partners continue to provide WASH assistance on IDP sites in Kaga Bandoro, Bambari and Bangassou. 
In Kaga Bandoro, 154 girls and women from IDP sites received dignity kits and were sensitized on menstrual hygiene. In 
addition, 220 IDP households received hygiene kits and garbage collection equipment. 
In Bossangoa, 415 people including 162 peer educators, 17 teachers and 236 other community members were trained on 
good hygiene practices, safe drinking water collection and storage. 
In Bambari, 100 households were sensitized on good hygiene practices by Caritas. School block latrine was constructed 
for 300 students in Bakala and 98 latrines for 4,900 people on IDP sites [where?].  
In Kaga-Bandoro area, about 2500 people in Ndenga village and 595 at the Ouandago IDP site newly acquired access to 
safe drinking water through the repair of 6 borehole water pumps by Echelle. 
In Bambari, Caritas distributed water purification tablets (PUR) on IDP sites in Ippy and in Bambari for 1,700 people for 
one-month consumption. One thousand people also newly accessed drinking water through the construction of a water 
source and a well at Lapago and NDV sites. 
In Bangassou, Caritas continues to provide safe water to [how many?] IDPs by pumping water from a borehole, maintain 
latrines and shower and ensure garbage collection. 
 
Health 
As part of the eradication of poliomyelitis in the Lake Chad Basin countries, 501,319 children under 5 received polio 
vaccination in health regions 2, 3 and 7 during the third round of the campaign. 450,607 children aged 6 to 59 months 
received vitamin A and 404,529 children aged 12 to 59 months received albendazole deworming.  
In September 2018, 3,291 cases including 8 deaths attributable to malaria were recorded by the Kaga-Bandoro Health 
District Hospital and by the mobile clinic working at the IDPs sites around the MINUSCA compound. 86% of these cases 
were children under 5 years of age (2,830), including eight deaths over a four-week period. In response to this outbreak, 
UNICEF donated antimalaria drugs (ACT) and the national malaria control program with Global Funds to fight Against 
Malaria (GFTAM) support provided drugs for management of complicated cases at the Hospital level in Kaga-Bandoro. 
 
HIV & AIDS 
The process of HIV status disclosure was enhanced through MoH staff and patient coaching which led to the disclosure 
of status to 12 children and 23 PMTCT mothers in Health region 1.  296 HIV children/adolescents from 10 HIV Adolescents 
clubs in Bangui-Bimbo-Begoua organized a fun day in Bangui to enhance positive living and stigma reduction. In health 
regions 3, 4, 5 & 6, out of 931 pregnant women tested for HIV, 14 were tested positive. During this period, a total of 28 
HIV-positive pregnant women and 6 children born to HIV-positive mothers were put on ARV. In total for quarter 3, 1623 
children (717 girls) across the country had access to ARV. 
 
Education 
On 17 September, the school year was officially launched by the President in Bangui. In September 2018, UNICEF 
technically and financially supported the Ministry of Education (MoE) in the implementation of the National Back to 
School campaign in all 8 Academic Inspections for the academic year 2018-2019. This mass communication campaign 
emphasized the provision of text books, tables and benches and the promotion of the right to education for all children 



   
 

   
 

under the key message “J’ai le droit d’aller à l’école!” (I have the right to go to school!’). UNICEF deployed staff in the field 
to support its field offices and the local organization teams. However, due to insecurity in some areas, many schools 
remained closed two weeks after the official start of the school year, and UNICEF and its partners continue to advocate 
for the reopening of all the schools countrywide.   
Emergency education, implemented through the Temporary Learning and Child Protection Spaces, reached 69,719 
children (3-17 years) since January 2018. The objective for this new school year is to achieve even more. At the end of the 
first semester, the Education Cluster estimated that 280,000 school-age children were displaced, including 116,000 who 
had dropped out of school. In the areas affected by the violence, there were also 26 cases of attacks or occupation of 
schools, as well as the closure of 350 schools due to insecurity, in the first half of 2018.     
 

UNICEF and partners newly ensured access to education to 3,241 children (44% girls) in Kaga Bandoro and Bria. Since 
January 2018, UNICEF and partners have newly provided access to education to 69,719 children through 296 Temporary 
Learning Spaces (TLS) in 45 IDP sites and 34 schools throughout the country (82% of the 2018 HAC target) (. This includes 
Bria, Bakala, Kaga Bandoro, Kouki, Markounda, Bozoum, Bocaranga, Kouango, Bangassou, Paoua, Alindao, Ouango, 
Mobaye, Rafai, and Zemio. 43% of these children are integrated in existing schools.  
From the beginning of the new school year, 820 children in Ouandago received learning materials to bring down 
education cost for them and to further enhance quality education. The total coverage reached 64% of the target of 63,762 
children benefitting from school material. 
In Ouango, a town in Ouaka prefecture severely affected by the crisis, UNICEF partner ECAC and the MoE trained 70 
teachers (2 women) on psychosocial support, benefitting 5,855 children. 
 
In this reporting period, the Education Cluster mobilized 1 million USD from the Humanitarian Fund to ensure EiE 
interventions for approximatively 18,000 children.  
 
Child Protection 
In Bangui, UNICEF partner Caritas Bangui facilitated the release of 166 children, including 76 girls from an armed group 
in Bangui’s 3rd district. In Sibut, Kemo prefecture, UNICEF with MINUSCA DDRR programme released 18 children 
including 3 girls from an armed group. After verification, the children released were integrated into an assistance 
programme and provided with medical reference, psycho-social support as well as reintegration support.  
A total of 32,588 crisis-affected children, including 13,831 girls, have newly registered to benefit from psychosocial, 
recreational and educational activities in child friendly spaces (CFS) by UNICEF and sub-cluster partners. CFSs are 
currently operational in 10 prefectures and Bangui, operated either by UNICEF partners AFRDB, Espérance and Caritas 
Bangui (15,702 new children including 5,974 girls) with AFRBD, or sub-cluster members Plan International and ESF 
(16,886 new children including 7,857 girls).  
In September, 78 unaccompanied and separated children, including 25 girls, were newly registered by UNICEF partners. 
These children are assisted through foster families while family tracing to find their biological families is being carried 
out.  
A total of 31 cases of gender based violence (GBV) against girls and boys, including 15 cases of rape against girls were 
registered and documented across the country. The children received assistance, including medical assistance, 
psychosocial support, hygiene kits.  
 
Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) 
RRM partners ACF, ACTED and Solidarités International carried out 10 interventions in September. Violence perpetrated 
by the Siriri group continues in Mambere-Kadei (West), resulting in new displacements. The RRM conducted a first Non-
Food Item (NFI) response in Gamboula (864 households) and in Nassaule (334 households), complemented by WFP food 
distributions. The wash needs were covered by other humanitarian actors. In Mbrès (Nana-Gribizi), the security situation 
has improved allowing the RRM to intervene along several road axes for the benefit of 1,188 households (IDPs and host 
community). In Bocaranga and Koui (Ouham-Pende), the RRM provided both NFI and WASH assistance to 1,122 
spontaneously repatriated households, previously refugees in Chad. Furthermore, in Ouogo (Ouham) which was a non-
accessible area in the past two years, the RRM conducted a major intervention (NFI/WASH), benefitting 4,206 
households (returnees and host community). Finally, clashes and armed groups movements continued to cause 
displacements in the prefecture of Kemo (center-south). The RRM provided NFI and WASH assistance to 168 households 
in Kouango and 468 households in Grimari, and monitored the situation of new displacement. Overall, September was a 
record month for the RRM this year in terms of beneficiaries reached.  
 



   
 

   
 

Media and External Communication 
During the reporting period, the External Communication team supported the Education team for the “Back To School” 
campaign. The launching ceremony and the overall situation of the education system were echoed in the national media 
(Radio Ndeke Luka  lepotentielcentrafricain.com) and the Chinese News Agency  french.china.org.cn. UNICEF 
Representative Christine Muhigana was interviewed by Radio Ndeke Luka, as well as RJDH (news.abangui.com Rjdh.org). 
The team also supported the first all-day meeting and recreation activities for children and teenagers living with HIV 
(RJDH). RFI  mentioned UNICEF support to a new C4D programme: bringing cinema to remote areas to promote change 
behaviour. 
 
Funding   
During the reporting period, generous contributions received from the United Nations Central Emergency Response 
Funds (CERF) support the scale up emergency interventions in critical areas affected by the upsurge in violence in CAR. 
Significant funding shortfalls continue over 90 per cent in Health & HIV/AIDS hampering the access to essential health 
services for highly vulnerable people including children under five putting their lives at risk. Though the RRM is now 100 % 
funded against its original requirement, a record-level volume of activity and the need to replenish its contingency stocks 
will result in higher funding requirements.  Funding details are provided in the below sectoral table.   
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 2018) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available* Funding gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  7,800,000 4,616,466 156,576 3,026,958 39% 

Health & HIV/AIDS 9,000,000 - 59,240 8,940,760 99% 

Water, Sanitation, 
Hygiene 

9,600,000 1,271,736 488,711 7,839,553 82% 

Child Protection 8,900,000 2,301,613 377,766  6,220,621 70% 

Education 8,000,000 2,590,743 256,051 5,153,207 64% 

Rapid Response 
Mechanism 

11,700,000 13,549,508 3,574,739 0 0% 

Cluster/sector 
Coordination 

1,500,000 300,000 - 1,200,000 80% 

Total 56,500,000 24,630,065 4,913,082 32,381,098 57% 

      * Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 

 
UNICEF CAR: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html    
UNICEF CAR Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR 
UNICEF CAR Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR  

UNICEF CAR Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.html 

  Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Christine Muhigana 
Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 0205 
Email : cmuhigana@unicef.org 

 
 

 

Olivier Corbet 
Chief Emergency & Field Operations 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7007 5710 
Email: ocorbet@unicef.org 
 
 

Paolo Marchi 
Deputy Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 0206 
Email: pmarchi@unicef.org 
 
 

https://www.radiondekeluka.org/actualites/education/32359-rca-la-rentree-academique-2018-2019-officiellement-lancee-par-le-chef-de-l-etat.html
http://lepotentielcentrafricain.com/?p=4390
http://french.china.org.cn/foreign/txt/2018-09/17/content_63551765.htm
http://news.abangui.com/h/64600.html
http://rjdh.org/centrafrique-lannee-scolaire-2018-2019-une-annee-despoir-dixit-christine-muhigana-representante-de-lunicef/
http://rjdh.org/centrafrique-lunicef-celebre-la-journee-culturelle-des-enfants-infectes-par-le-vih/
http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20180910-cinema-itinerant-routes-centrafrique
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html
http://www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR
https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.html


   
 

   
 

Annex A 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

Overall 
needs 

2018  
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 
▲▼ 

 2018 
Target  

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report  
▲▼ 

NUTRITION         
Children aged 6-59 months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for therapeutic care 

42,225  27,961   
 20,518   

 1,220 27,961 20,518   1,220 

Recovery rate (%)  >75%  >75%  89.95%  ≥75% 89.95%  

Caregivers of children reached with infant and 
young child feeding counselling 

108,276  85,000 37,311  634  108,276 41,808 2,141 

HEALTH      

Children under 5 vaccinated 
against polio 

910,000 910,000 485,812 0  
 

People and children under 5 in IDP sites and 
enclaves with access to essential health services 
and medicines. 

 500,000 13,053  2,830 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE  

Crisis-affected people with access to safe water for 
drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 

900,000 600,000 82,140  5,795  900,000 633,795 107,995 

Crisis-affected people accessing appropriate 
sanitation facilities 

1,700,000 300,000 59,756 5,200 600,000 339,200 9,248 

Crisis-affected girls/women accessing menstrual 
hygiene management services 

170,000 45,000 5,334 154 60,000 8,334 1,280 

CHILD PROTECTION         

Children reached with psychosocial support 
through child friendly spaces  

200,000 100,000 82,745 15,702 200,000 126,206 
 

32,588 

Children released from armed forces/groups 
reached with reintegration support  

4,874 3,500 682 184 4,874 702 184 

Registered unaccompanied/ separated children 
supported with reunification services 

2,000 800 589 
 

78 2,000 744 163 

Women and children reached with gender-based 
violence prevention and response interventions 

 
NA 

1,000 252 31 NA NA 
 

NA 

EDUCATION        

Number of Children (boys and girls 3-17yrs) in areas 
affected by crisis accessing education 

290,832 85,000 69,719 3,241 94,400 79,741 4,041 

Children received learning materials 500,000 100,000 63,762 820 204,600 112,879 1,620 

Children (boys and girls 3-17yrs) attending school in 
a class led by a teacher trained in psychosocial 
support 

500,000 100,500 79,883 
 

5,855 195,000 106,749 5,855 

RAPID RESPONSE MECHANISM        

Acutely vulnerable people rapidly provided with 
non-food items after a shock 

160,000 160,000 177,348
  

38,640  

Affected people receiving appropriate WASH 
interventions after a shock 

70,000 70,000 145,233 59,443  


