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Key Programme Indicators 
Sector/Cluster UNICEF 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

WASH: Number of affected people 
provided with access to improved 
sources of water as per agreed 
standards 

900,000 645,000 600,000 82,140 

Education: Number of Children (boys 
and girls 3-17yrs) in areas affected by 
crisis accessing education 

94,400 79,741 85,000 69,719 

Health: Number of children under 5 
in IDP sites and enclaves with access 
to essential health services and 
medicines. 

N/A 500,000 22,753 

Nutrition: Number of children aged 
6-59 months with SAM admitted for 
therapeutic care. 

27,961 25,576 27,961 25,576 

Child Protection: Children (boys and 
girls) released from armed forces and 
armed groups who participate in a 
community reintegration 
programme. 

4,874 826 3,500 804 

 

Highlights 

- As of the end October 2018, 25,576 children affected by sever acute 
malnutrition have been admitted in therapeutic centers (91 per cent 
of the target) with a cure rate of nearly 90 percent. 

- In Ndele (North), UNICEF and its partner War Child released 122 
children including 12 girls from an armed group. 

- Since the beginning of the year, the Rapid Response Mechanism 
(RRM) has received 68 alerts and carried out 56 assessments; based 
on these assessments, RRM partners ACF, ACTED and Solidarités 
International have reached a record 208,179 people with 
NFIsthrough 40 interventions, and 136,625 with WASH through 31 
interventions; initial beneficiary targets for the year have largely 
been exceeded, reflecting both the continuing deterioration of CAR’s 
humanitarian situation and a high level of donor support. 

- The Humanitarian Needs Overview recently released by OCHA 
estimates that 2.9 million people (including 1.5 million children) will 
require humanitarian assistance in the Central African Republic in 
2019, up from 2.5 million in 2018 (+16%). 
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SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

October 2018   

1.5 million  
# of children in need of humanitarian assistance 

2.9 million  
# of people in need 
(OCHA, October 2018) 

642,842 
# of Internally displaced persons 

(OCHA, October 2018) 

 

Outside CAR 

574,600 

# of registered CAR refugees 
(OCHA, October 2018) 
 
 
 

2018 UNICEF Appeal 

US$ 56.5 million 
 
 
Funding status* ($US) 

Carry-
forward: 
$4,913,082 

 

Funds 
received: 
25,806,683 Funding Gap: 

$31,437,287 

 
2018 funding 
requirement: 

$56.5M 
 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
The Humanitarian Needs Overview recently released by OCHA estimates that 2.9 million people (including 1.5 million 
children) will require humanitarian assistance in the Central African Republic in 2019, up from 2.5 million in 2018 (+16%). 
This situation directly results from the combined effects of the multiplication of conflict situations across the country, 
diminishing humanitarian funding, and the increasing number of attacks against humanitarian actors. In October alone, 
22 incidents against humanitarian workers were reported according to OCHA, negatively impacting humanitarian access 
in the heavily crisis-affected prefectures of Ouham, Ouaka and Nana Gribizi.  
 
Seven weeks after the start of the new school year, 340 schools remain closed in areas where violence and insecurity 
persist (Batangafo, Bambari, Bangassou, Bria, Rafaï, Paoua and Zemio.)1 About 170,000 children have not yet started 
their schooling.  During the reporting period, UNICEF financially supported a field visit in Paoua for the MoE to monitor 
educational activities in line with the “back to school” campaign and the integration of displaced children into schools. 
The results of the mission demonstrates that out of 141 schools in the prefecture of Ouham Pende, only 5 have opened, 
mostly due to insecurity. UNICEF in collaboration with its implementing partners continues to advocate for the school 
reopening through community sensitization activities countrywide. 
 
October was also marked by three epidemics. An outbreak of Hepatitis E has been confirmed in Bocaranga (Ouham-
Pendé Prefecture) and caused one person’s death on the 2nd of October. As of the 30th of October, 74 cases have been 
reported (32 confirmed and 42 suspected). This epidemic is the fourth in CAR since 2001. On the 2nd of October, health 
authorities also declared an outbreak of monkey pox in the village Zoumé Kaka in Lobaye prefecture, with 9 confirmed 
cases. This is the third monkey pox outbreak this year. Finally, on the 21st of October, the Ministry of Health reported 
three cases of yellow fever discovered in Bangui, Mboki (Haut-Mbomou) and Bocaranga (Ouham Pendé). These cases 
have all been treated. 
 
The end of the rainy season is marked by a resurgence of violence and protection incidents, particularly in the Haute-
Kotto prefecture where, after a peace initiative by armed groups in Pendé (Bria-Irrabanda axis) on the 2nd of October, 8 
people, including 7 women and 1 man, were kidnapped on the 6th of October by armed elements. In Bria, a 16-year-old 
displaced child was abducted by armed groups. The presence of armed groups in the city's outskirts forced 230 
households (1,327 people) living on these roads to move again to the PK3 internally displaced persons (IDP) site in Bria.  
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
UNICEF is a member of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), UN Country Team (UNCT), Security Management Team 
(SMT). UNICEF also participates in the MINUSCA coordination mechanisms such as the Senior Management Group for 
Protection (SMGP) and the Protection from sexual exploitation and abuse Task Force (PSEA TF) to facilitate the delivery 
of humanitarian assistance. UNICEF leads WASH, Nutrition, Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. The 
Government is an active member of the WASH, Nutrition, and Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. The 
national Child Protection Sub-Cluster covers all prefectures directly or indirectly. Nutrition is paired with health and 
works through three Sub-Clusters at the regional level. The Education and WASH Clusters are also functional at the 
regional level. At the Cluster level, UNICEF is an active member of the Health Cluster and, via the RRM coordinator, of 
the Shelter/NFI/Camp Management Cluster. Moreover, UNICEF hosts and coordinates the Rapid Response Mechanism 
(RRM). The RRM Coordinator is a member of the Inter-Cluster Coordination team (ICC) which enables efficient 
coordination between the RRM program and the humanitarian community. Finally, the Cash Working Group, led by 
OCHA has recently been reactivated and UNICEF participates actively.  
 

Humanitarian Strategy  
Working with partners based in the country’s most troubled areas, and using prepositioned essential supplies, UNICEF 
prioritizes child centered life-saving interventions and risk reduction for crisis-affected, displaced and returning people 
in CAR. The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) led by UNICEF carries out multi-sector assessments on new crises, 
provides non-food items and water, sanitation and hygiene support to vulnerable people newly affected by shocks, and 
coordinates with external actors to ensure complementary responses in other essential sectors. The mechanism also 
provides UNICEF and partners with quick and reliable information on the affected populations needs. This allows UNICEF 
to mobilize partners to addresses preventable childhood illnesses, malaria, HIV and malnutrition, and provides people 
with access to safe water and improved sanitation facilities. UNICEF focuses on protection needs of children, including 
their release from armed groups and their reunification with their families when separated or unaccompanied, and 

                                                        
1 Based on the Education cluster HNO (Humanitarian Needs Overview) conducted in September 2018. 
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provides the appropriate psychosocial support to children affected by the conflict. UNICEF contributes to providing out 
of school children with access to safe learning spaces and quality education.  
 
UNICEF works with line ministries to reinforce the Government capacity in the humanitarian coordination, leadership 
and response. In coordination with UNICEF regular programmes, the emergency responses contribute day to day in 
increasing people’s access to basic services. Therefore, UNICEF aims at ensuring the best linkage between its 
humanitarian and development mandates and capacities to ensure the most effective synergy between its emergency 
and recovery programmes.  
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response   
 
Nutrition 
UNICEF and partners planned to support 27,921 children affected by severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in 2018 in CAR. As 
of the end October 2018, 25,576 cases have been admitted in therapeutic centers (91 per cent of the annual target). The 
SAM cure rate is at 89.67 percent; death rate at 1.88 per cent; defaulter rate at 6.99 per cent and non-responding rate at 
1.46 per cent. Through Community-based Management of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM) activities, 27,504 children aged 
6-59 months were screened countrywide for acute malnutrition. Out of them, 675 were treated for SAM cases and 1,470 
were detected as moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) cases. In addition, 1,110 other children aged 6-59 months received 
micronutrient supplementation and 659 received deworming capsules countrywide. 
 

Thanks to the new CERF funding, UNICEF has just ordered an additional 3,700 cartons of Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food 
(RUTF) for the treatment of about 3,671 children suffering from severe acute malnutrition. 
 

WASH 
In October, WASH activities continued on several large IDP sites across the country. In Bangassou, with UNICEF support, 
Caritas completed construction of 18 emergency latrines and six showers benefitting approximately 900 people. In Kaga 
Bandoro, 595 displaced persons, including 257 children, benefitted from 48 latrines newly constructed and were 
sensitized on good hygiene practices. Garbage collection was ensured on the MINUSCA site of Kaga Bandoro and the 
Catholic Church site of Bangassou, and four garbage pits were newly constructed. In addition, 1,546 persons from the 
Catholic Church site in Bangassou have been sensitized on hygiene and garbage removal practices. 
 
In Bouar, the Scouts’ movement, supported by UNICEF, sensitized 11,631 people on good hygiene and hand washing 
practices in the framework of the polio campaign. On the World Handwashing Day, 6,499 students (3,066 girls) and small 
food merchants were sensitized on the importance of hand washing with soap in 11 schools and 3 temporary learning 
spaces (TLS) in Kaga Bandoro. In addition, 313 girls received dignity kits and were sensitized on menstrual hygiene. 
 
Health 
As part of the initiative to immunize children belonging to specific groups such as nomadic populations, internally 
displaced persons, children living close to diamond and gold mines and in the fishing colonies, the Ministry of Health, in 
partnership with UNICEF, has organized intensified immunization activities in health regions 2 and 3 since June 2018. 
The partial results registered from June to October 2018 show that 19,9942 children aged 0-10, including 12,500 children 
under five, benefited from multi-antigen vaccination. Out of them, 578 children aged 0-11 months, 592 aged from 12-59 
months and 1,720 aged 5-10 years had never received a dose of the Expanded Programme of Immunization (EPI) vaccines. 
 
Education 
In total, since January, 69,719 conflict-affected children (33,153 girls)3 have had access to education with UNICEF support 
in 9 prefectures. In October, in Kaga Bandoro, Bambari and Bria 10,250 affected children (46 per cent girls) were provided 
with school kits, and their teachers with pedagogical kits. 
 
UNICEF, conducted from 22 to 31 October a pilot study on Protective Learning Environment to assess how education in 
emergency (EiE) interventions could contribute to create a protective environment for children. In the process, 245 
people including 100 students (50 girls), 100 parents (50 women),35 teachers (15 women) and 10 members of Community 

                                                        
2 Including 6,379 IDP children; 6,086 children living close to diamond and gold mines; 3,334 nomad including Aka Pygmies and Peulhs; 

and 119 children from the fishing and hunting colonies 
3 Around 44% girls 
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Networks for Children Protection (four women) from fives schools in Bambari, were interviewed on their perception of 
safety in school environments.  
 
UNICEF also trained 75 trainers from eight Inspections d’Académie and the Ministry of Education on risk analysis and 

conflict and disaster risk reduction to minimize vulnerabilities and mitigate the adverse impacts of conflict hazards. 
These trainers then subsequently trained 229 teachers (163 women) from Bangui and the prefecture of Ombella M'poko, 
from 29 to 31 October, benefiting over 7800 children from the 86 schools targeted. 
 
The education cluster with its Strategic Advisory Group finalized the 2019 sectoral Humanitarian Response Plan that 
targets 600,000 children (46% of 1,300,000 children estimated in need of assistance) for a budget of $40 million. Three 
strategic objectives were set : (1) Ensuring the survival of crisis-affected girls and boys (aged 3-18) through equitable 
access to safe and secure learning environments; (2) Strengthen the protection of crisis-affected out-of-school girls and 
boys (aged 3-18) through access to quality alternative education adapted to their needs; (3) Protect the rights of crisis-
affected girls and boys (aged 3-18) against immediate and future threats, access to peace education and strengthening 
of psychosocial adjustment. 
The education cluster also finalized with the Common Humanitarian Fund the second allocation process that targets 
16,000 crisis-affected children in Alindao, Mobaye, Kaga Bandoro, Mbrès, Dekoa, Mala and Obo. 
 
Child Protection 
In Ndele (North), UNICEF and its partner War Child released 122 children including 12 girls from an armed group. In mid-
October, UNICEF and MINUSCA conducted a joint mission to Bangassou (Southeast), during which 437 children 
associated with armed groups, including 115 girls were identified. In Bouca, Ouham prefecture, Plan International 
released two boys from an armed group. 
 
A total of 42,203 crisis-affected children, including 19,899girls girls, have newly registered to benefit from psychosocial, 
recreational and educational activities in child friendly spaces (CFS) by UNICEF and sub-cluster partners. CFSs are 
currently operational in 10 prefectures and Bangui, operated either by UNICEF partners AFRDB, Espérance, Caritas 
Bangui and War Child (20,192 children including 9,485 girls) or sub-cluster members Plan International and ESF (22,011 
children including 10,414 girls). 
 
In October, 111 unaccompanied and separated children, including 46 girls, were newly registered by UNICEF partners in 
the prefectures of Bamingui-Bamgoran, Haut-Kotto, Ouaka, Basse-Kotto, Ouham-Pende, Ombella Mpoko and Bangui. 
These children are assisted through foster families while tracing to find their biological families is being carried out.  
 
A total of 110 cases of gender based violence (GBV) against girls and boys, including 20 cases of rape, 11 child marriages 
and nine cases of female genital mutilations were registered and documented in the prefectures of Bamingui-Bangoran, 
Haut-Kotto, Ouaka, Basse-Kotto, Ouham-Pende and Bangui. These children received assistance, including medical 
assistance, psychosocial support and hygiene kits.  
 
In October, UNICEF signed partnership agreement with NGO Intersos to address the needs of children associated with 
armed groups and violence against children in Kemo and Nana-Gribizi prefecture. 
 
Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) 
Since the beginning of the year, the RRM has received 68 alerts, mostly displacement related,  carried out 56 assessments. 
Based on these assessments, RRM partners ACF, ACTED and Solidarités International have reached a record 208,179 
people with NFIs through 40 interventions, and 136,625 with WASH through 31 interventions. Initial beneficiary targets 
for the year have largely been exceed, reflecting the continuing deterioration of CAR’s humanitarian situation, as well as 
a high level of donor support.  
 
In October, the RRM received three alerts and carried out three interventions. Displacement was mainly due the 
resurgence of violence between antagonistic armed groups in Ouham Pende (Northwest) and Mambere-Kadei 
(Southwest). The RRM reached 2,082 households with NFI distributions in Gadoulo- Beboura 2 (Ouham Pende) and 
continues to monitor population displacement and the security situation in Amada-Gaza and Gbambia areas of 
Mambere-Kadei, which are currently not accessible.  
 
Violent clashes between armed groups occurred in several villages of Bria - Ira Banda axis (Haute-Kotto, Center-East), 
causing significant population displacements to Zabe, Ouago and Ndambissoua (Mbomou prefecture) and in the bush. 
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The RRM provided NFI and WASH assistance to 796 households (IDPs and host community) in Zabé, and continues to 
monitor the situation for displacement, particularly for displaced people who have fled into the bush. 
 
Heavy rains in Kabo (Ouham, Northwest) from 22 to 27 August 2018 caused extensive human and material damage. The 
city has registered more than 2,000 houses partially damaged or destroyed, a hundred hectares of damaged fields and a 
dozen people wounded. The RRM intervened to distribute light NFI kits (1 tarpaulin, 1 kitchen set, 2 mosquito nets) to 
2,188 affected households. Following this intervention, RRM partner Solidarités International and UNICEF conducted a 
study to assess the possibility of complementing this first assistance with unconditional cash transfers. The results 
highlighted the relevance of this approach, and its feasibility in humanitarian contexts in CAR, although under strict 
conditions.  
 
Media and External Communication 
During the reporting period, the team supported a BBC reporting trip in Bangui and Kaga Bandoro. BBC world Service 
is preparing a one-hour radio documentary, as well as a TV piece to be aired in the coming months. 
UNICEF was mentioned in a story on malnutrition on Radio France Internationale, and in a story on boy scouts in South 
Africa’s Mail & Guardian. 
 
Funding   
UNICEF wishes to express its deep gratitude to donors for the contributions and pledges received, which have made 
the current response possible. Most recently, generous funding supports was received from donors such as the Spanish 
National Committee for UNICEF, OCHA’s Central Emergency Response Fund, OFDA and UNICEF's Global Thematic 
Humanitarian Fund.  With the spread of conflicts leading to more displaced children and families in new areas, 
continued donor support is critical.   

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 2018) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available* Funding gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  7,800,000 4,881,781 156,576 2,761,643 35% 

Health & HIV/AIDS 9,000,000 - 59,240 8,940,760 99% 

Water, Sanitation, 
Hygiene 

9,600,000 1,271,736 488,711 7,839,553 82% 

Child Protection 8,900,000 2,868,327 377,766  5,653,907 64% 

Education 8,000,000 2,702,526 256,051 5,041,424 63% 

Rapid Response 
Mechanism 

11,700,000 13,782,314 3,574,739 0 0% 

Cluster/sector 
Coordination 

1,500,000 300,000 - 1,200,000 80% 

Total 56,500,000 25,806,683 4,913,082 31,437,287 56% 

      * Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UNICEF CAR: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html    
UNICEF CAR Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR 
UNICEF CAR Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR  

UNICEF CAR Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.html 

  Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Christine Muhigana 
Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 0205 
Email : cmuhigana@unicef.org 

 
 

 

Olivier Corbet 
Chief Emergency & Field Operations 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7007 5710 
Email: ocorbet@unicef.org 
 
 

Paolo Marchi 
Deputy Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 0206 
Email: pmarchi@unicef.org 
 
 

http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20181015-rca-centrafrique-enfant-journee-mondiale-malnutrition-bangui-unicef
http://atavist.mg.co.za/boy-scouts-in-a-war-zone
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html
http://www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR
https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.html
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Annex A 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS  
 

 

                                                        
4 Despite 2,612 WASH beneficiaries in Zabe in October 2018, the correction of a reporting error from September results in a net 
diminution of 8,608 beneficiaries compared to last month 

 

 UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

Overall 
needs 

2018  
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 
▲▼ 

 2018 
Target  

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report  
▲▼ 

NUTRITION         
Children aged 6-59 months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for therapeutic care 

42,225  27,961   25,576   5,058 27,961 25,576 5,058 

Recovery rate (%)  >75%  >75%  89.67%  ≥75% 89.67%  

Caregivers of children reached with infant and 
young child feeding counselling 

108,276  85,000 37,311  0  108,276 42,844 1,036 

HEALTH      

Children under 5 vaccinated 
against polio 

910,000 910,000 485,812 0  
 

People and children under 5 in IDP sites and 
enclaves with access to essential health services 
and medicines. 

 500,000 22,753  9,670 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE  

Crisis-affected people with access to safe water for 
drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 

900,000 600,000 82,140  0  900,000 645,000 11,205 

Crisis-affected people accessing appropriate 
sanitation facilities 

1,700,000 300,000 61,251 1,495 600,000 389,505 50,305 

Crisis-affected girls/women accessing menstrual 
hygiene management services 

170,000 45,000 5,647 313 60,000 8,647 313 

CHILD PROTECTION         

Children reached with psychosocial support 
through child friendly spaces  

200,000 100,000 102,937 20,192 200,000 168,409 
 

42,203 

Children released from armed forces/groups 
reached with reintegration support  

4,874 3,500 804 122 4,874 826 124 

Registered unaccompanied/ separated children 
supported with reunification services 

2,000 800 700 
 

111 2,000 891 147 

Women and children reached with gender-based 
violence prevention and response interventions 

NA 1,000 362 110 NA NA 
 

NA 

EDUCATION        

Number of Children (boys and girls 3-17yrs) in areas 
affected by crisis accessing education 

290,832 85,000 69,719 0 94,400 79,741 0 

Children received learning materials 500,000 100,000 74,012 10,250 204,600 123,129 10,250 

Children (boys and girls 3-17yrs) attending school in 
a class led by a teacher trained in psychosocial 
support 

500,000 100,500 79,883 
 

0 195,000 106,749 0 

RAPID RESPONSE MECHANISM        

Acutely vulnerable people rapidly provided with 
non-food items after a shock 

160,000 160,000 208,179
  

30,831  

Affected people receiving appropriate WASH 
interventions after a shock 

70,000 70,000 136,625 -8,6084  


