
   
 

   
 

   
 

   Central African 
 Republic 

Humanitarian 
 Situation Report 

 

  
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Funds available include funding received for the current 
appeal year as well as the carry-forward from the 
previous year. 
 
 
 

Key Programme Indicators 
Sector/Cluster UNICEF 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

WASH: Number of affected people 
provided with access to improved 
sources of water as per agreed 
standards 

900,000 747,867 600,000 171,027 

Education: Number of Children (boys 
and girls 3-17yrs) in areas affected by 
crisis accessing education 

94,400 90,228 85,000 80,206 

Health: Number of children under 5 
in IDP sites and enclaves with access 
to essential health services and 
medicines. 

N/A 500,000 66,867 

Nutrition: Number of children aged 
6-59 months with SAM admitted for 
therapeutic care. 

27,961 32,232 27,961 29,222 

Child Protection: Children (boys and 
girls) released from armed forces and 
armed groups who participate in a 
community reintegration 
programme. 

4,874 978 3,500 913 

 

 

Highlights 
- In 2018, UNICEF and partners treated 32,232 children suffering 

from severe acute malnutrition (SAM), the highest number of 
admissions reported, and a 15 per cent increase over 2017; the 
national nutrition survey (SMART) preliminary results released in 
December show that 10 of the country’s 16 prefectures have a 
SAM rate exceeding the 2% emergency threshold. 
 

- The RRM reached 237,131 people with NFIs and 162,573 with 
WASH in 2018, almost twice as many as in 2017; these results 
reflect the deteriorating humanitarian situation in CAR, as well as 
robust donor support (over 100% funding against the original 
appeal). 
 

- With UNICEF support in 2018, 88,327 crisis-affected children 
accessed quality education in 296 temporary learning spaces 
(TLS) countrywide. 
 
 

- 913 children including 242 girls were released from armed groups 
over the same period. 
 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS December 2018  

 

1.5 million  
# of children in need of humanitarian assistance 

2.9 million  
# of people in need 
(OCHA, December 2018) 

648,500 
# of Internally displaced persons 

(OCHA, November 2018) 

 

Outside CAR 

577,000 

# of registered CAR refugees 
(UNHCR, November 2018) 
 

2018 UNICEF Appeal 

US$ 56.5 million 
 
Funding status* ($US) 

Carry-
forward: 
$4.9M 

 

Funds 
received: 
$29.6M 
 

Funding Gap: 
$27.9M 
49% 

 
 

2018 funding 
requirement: 

$56.5M 
 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
Despite peacebuilding efforts, the Central African Republic (CAR) is bogged down in a cycle of violence, which in 2018 
has continued spreading, including to areas considered relatively stable, increasing humanitarian needs. One in five 
people is currently displaced or a refugee, while 2.9 million people (63 per cent of the population), will need humanitarian 
assistance and protection in 2019, according to OCHA. This is a 16 per cent increase over 20181, and CAR is therefore the 
third largest humanitarian crisis in the world, after Yemen and Syria, in terms of the proportion of the total population in 
need of humanitarian assistance. Among those affected are about 1.5 million children, and 1.6 million people have acute 
and immediate humanitarian needs. CAR ranks 188th out of 189 countries on UNDP’s Human Development Index.  
 
Abuses and serious violations of human rights and international humanitarian law have continued to be perpetrated in a 
context of impunity, exacerbating tensions in several areas of the country. An average of more than 1,000 protection 
incidents per month2 were reported. 
 
Infrastructure destruction, clashes between armed groups, attacks against the civilian population, and incidents against 
humanitarian actors have affected humanitarian access and operations. The number of incidents against humanitarian 
actors increased to 396 in 2018 (more than one per day)3. Six humanitarian workers were killed and 21 others injured.  
 
The persistence of conflicts has forced more than one million Central Africans to leave their homes. As of November 
2018, 648,5004 internally displaced persons (IDPs) and 576,9265 refugees in the neighbouring countries were reported. 
More than half of the displaced persons are children. In 2018, an increasing number of unaccompanied and separated 
(UASC)) children (704) were identified as a result of forced population displacements.  
 
1.9 million Central Africans, or 40% of the population, experience food insecurity (2018 IPC phases 3 & 4). Only 54 per 
cent of the households use a source of drinking water, 34 per cent practice open defecation because of the low coverage 
of sanitation services.  Due to the collapse of state structures over a large part of the country following the 2013 conflict, 
the humanitarian community has to continue to supplement the State in terms of provision of essential services.  
 
Finally, chronic underfunding continues to affect the ability of humanitarian actors to respond to the ever-increasing 
needs. Although an increase over 2017, the 2018 HRP was still only 49% funded. 
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
UNICEF is a member of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), UN Country Team (UNCT), Security Management Team 
(SMT). UNICEF also participates in the MINUSCA coordination mechanisms such as the Senior Management Group for 
Protection (SMGP) and the Protection from sexual exploitation and abuse Task Force (PSEA TF) to facilitate the delivery 
of humanitarian assistance. UNICEF leads WASH, Nutrition, Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. The 
Government is an active member of the WASH, Nutrition, and Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. The 
national Child Protection Sub-Cluster covers all prefectures directly or indirectly. Nutrition is paired with health and 
works through three Sub-Clusters at the regional level. The Education and WASH Clusters are also functional at the 
regional level. At the Cluster level, UNICEF is an active member of the Health Cluster and, via the RRM coordinator, of 
the Shelter/NFI/Camp Management Cluster. Moreover, UNICEF leads the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM). The RRM 
Coordinator is a member of the Inter-Cluster Coordination team (ICC) which enables efficient coordination between the 
RRM and the humanitarian community. Finally, the Cash Working Group, led by OCHA was reactivated in 2018 and 
UNICEF participates actively.  
 

Humanitarian Strategy  
Working with partners based in the country’s most troubled areas, and using prepositioned essential supplies, UNICEF 
prioritizes child centered life-saving interventions and risk reduction for crisis-affected, displaced and returning people 
in CAR. The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) led by UNICEF carries out multi-sector assessments on new crises, 
provides non-food items (NFIs) and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) support to vulnerable people newly affected 

                                                        
1 Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) 2019 
2 Cluster Protection’s figures, October 2018 
3 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) 2019 
4 Commission on Population Movement (CMP) November 2018 
5 UNHCR, monthly statistics, December 2018 



   
 

   
 

by shocks, and coordinates with external actors to ensure complementary responses in other essential sectors. The 
mechanism also provides UNICEF and partners with quick and reliable information on the affected populations needs. 
This allows UNICEF to mobilize partners to address preventable childhood illnesses, malaria, HIV and malnutrition, and 
provide people with access to safe water and improved sanitation facilities. UNICEF focuses on protection needs of 
children, including their release from armed groups and their reunification with their families when separated or 
unaccompanied, and provides the appropriate psychosocial support to children affected by the conflict. UNICEF 
contributes to providing out of school children with access to safe learning spaces and quality education.  
 
UNICEF works with line ministries to reinforce the Government capacity in the coordination and leadership of 
humanitarian response. The emergency responses complement the activities of the UNICEF regular programme and 
contribute day to day in increasing people’s access to basic services. Therefore, UNICEF aims at ensuring the best linkage 
between its humanitarian and development mandates and capacities to ensure the most effective synergy between its 
emergency and recovery programmes.  
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response   
 
Nutrition 
The preliminary results of the national nutrition survey conducted in September and October 2018 showed that the 
situation remains critical with 2.1 per cent of Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) prevalence while the Global Acute 
Malnutrition (GAM) stands at 7.1 per cent. A deterioration was observed in 10 out of 17 prefectures (including the city of 
Bangui). 
 
Overall, in 2018, UNICEF and partners admitted 32,232 children suffering from SAM into therapeutic feeding 
programmes. This is the highest number of admissions reported, and a 15 per cent increase compared with 2017. The 
SAM cure rate was at 89.93 per cent; death rate at 1.89 per cent; defaulter rate at 6.80 per cent and non-responding rate 
at 1.38 per cent. In addition, more than 218,000 children aged from 6 to 59 months received Vitamin A, 165, 542 aged 12 
to 59 months deworming and 58,679 pregnant and lactating women were counselling on infant and young child feeding 
throughout the year.  
 
According to the Nutrition Cluster’s mapping, there are currently 46 stabilization centers and 500 out-patient therapeutic 
facilities, representing a geographical coverage of 54 per cent (47 per cent in 2017).  
 
WASH 
In 2018, UNICEF and partners provided 171,027 crisis-affected people with access to clean water (29 per cent of the year’s 
target), and 61,700 with sanitation facilities (21 per cent). The funding shortfall (24 per cent received against the US$9.6M 
required for the WASH interventions in 2018), particularly hampered the WASH response in 2018 while the need for 
access to clean water and sanitation services kept increasing with the continued movements of population.  
 
In December, crisis-affected people continued to benefit from drinking water provision in Nana Gribizi IDP sites with 
UNICEF support. In Bouar, 2,000 people had access to an improved water source following the repair of four pumps by 
the National Water and Sanitation Agency (ANEA), with UNICEF’ support. In Bambari, 6,076 households (33,418 people 
in six villages around Ippy) received water purification sachets (PUR) and were sensitized to correctly use them. In 
Bossangoa, 10,000 people benefitted from the rehabilitation of 20 water points and were sensitized on good hygiene 
practices. In addition, 20 water point committees were established and trained on water points maintenance.  
 
In Bocaranga, to contribute to end the Hepatitis E epidemic, 2,396 people benefitted daily from 2,087 m3 of drinking 
water and sixty people tested positive for Hepatitis E received hygiene kits. At the cluster level, the response to the 
hepatitis E outbreak in Bocaranga has remained a priority.  In coordination with the Health cluster a joint response plan 
has been set-up for a total cost of US$542,000.  
 
In 2018, Cluster’s members assisted 47 per cent of the targeted people. The key challenges were the low funding of the 
humanitarian response plan (HRP), the destruction of WASH facilities during several armed groups attacks on major IDP 
settlements and the constrained access due to the deterioration of the security situation. 
 
 



   
 

   
 

 
Health 
In December 2018, 12,805 children under five received preventive and curative care in Batangafo, Kaga-Bandoro and 
Bambari, bringing the total number of children benefitting from UNICEF assistance in 2018 to 66,867.  
 
Vaccination campaigns were conducted in areas affected by armed conflict, resulting in the immunization of 5,943 
children aged 6 to 59 months against measles in Batangafo and 1,625 children under 11 months vaccinated as part of the 
Intensive Vaccine Activities in Nana-Gribizi. At the same time, 927 pregnant women received at least one dose of tetanus 
toxoid vaccine. 
 
During outpatient consultations provided in Health facilities in Kaga-Bandoro and Bambari, 5,237 children under 5 
received curative care. Malaria was the most common disease (2,776 cases) followed by acute respiratory infections 
(1,833 cases).  
 
HIV & AIDS 
In zones affected by armed conflict, 82 new HIV+ pregnant and lactating women and 80 newborns from HIV-positive 
mothers had access to antiretroviral treatment (ARV) during the reporting period (data collection completion of 68 per 
cent). The capacity of four doctors and 70 paramedics was strengthened on Prevention of Mother-to-Child Transmission 
(PMTCT) and the management of HIV infection and gender-based sexual violence. 
 
Education 
In 2018, UNICEF and its partners provided access to quality education to 80,206 crisis-affected children (41,514 girls) in 
296 temporary learning spaces (TLS). Campaigns were also organized to bring children back to school in the Prefectures 
of Ouham-Pende, Ouham, Ouaka, Nana Gribizi, Haute Kotto, Basse-Kotto, Mbomou, Haut-Mbomou and Ombella 
Mpoko. In addition, 97,193 children received learning materials in 2018, while for December, the distribution addressed 
an overall number of 24,081 children (10,563 girls).  
 
In December, UNICEF provided support to the Ministry of Education to deliver the first response for education in 
emergencies for 14,875 children (7,436 girls) through support with rapid assessments and the distribution of school kits. 
In Batangafo, 8,121 children (4,130 girls) out of which 7,174 displaced children (3,602 girls) previously in temporary 
learning spaces (TLS) and 947 new children (528 girls) returned to school after two weeks of school disruption. In Bambari 
and Ippy (Ouaka Prefecture), 6,754 children (3,083 girls), were granted access to education and benefitted from the 
distribution of learning material by UNICEF. 
 
In December in Batangafo, 8,121 children (4,130 girls) and in Kaga Bandoro, 7,619 children (2,688 girls) benefited from 
learning materials. In Bambari and Ippy respectively 3,417 children (1,653 girls) and 3,340 children (1,430 girls) benefited 
from learning materials as well as 1,584 children (622 girls) in Amada Gaza and Gamboula (Nana Mambere prefecture). 
In the same locations 134 teachers including community teachers (maîtres-parents) also received teaching materials. In 
addition, 62 teachers were trained on psycho-social support in Ouaka prefecture, benefitting 3,720 children.  
 
Child Protection 
In December, 98 children were released from armed groups – 19 boys from Anti-Balaka in Bangui and 11 girls and 68 boys 
from FPRC in Ndele, Bamingui-Bangoran prefecture. In addition, after the launch of the National DDRR Program in 
Paoua (Ouham-Pende prefecture), through advocacy conducted by the country task force on monitoring and reporting 
(CTFMR), a list of 490 children enrolled in RJ armed group was handed over to child protection actors. In 2018, UNICEF 
established a mobile child protection team comprised of trained NGO partner staff for rapid deployment to the field, in 
particular for the verification of children associated with armed groups. The mobile team was deployed to Bria and Paoua 
to assess the child protection needs and conduct verifications. 
 
In December, 1o,325 crisis-affected children, including 5,010 girls, were newly admitted in child-friendly spaces (CFS) to 
benefit from psychosocial, recreational and educational activities in Bamingui-Bangoran, Haute-Kotto, Ouaka, Basse-
Kotto and Ombella-Mpoko prefectures. These CFSs are operated by UNICEF partners Esperance, Caritas Bangui and War 
Child. In addition, 12 CFSs are under construction and expected to be fully operational in January 2019 in Ouham and 
Ouham-Pende prefecture through new partnership agreement with War Child.  
 



   
 

   
 

In December, 66 unaccompanied and separated children, including 23 girls, were newly registered by UNICEF partners 
in 6 prefectures and Bangui. These children are placed with foster families while tracing of their biological families is 
being carried out. In Ouaka and Lobaye prefectures, UNICEF and its partner NGOs, Esperance and AFEB also released 11 
children, all boys, from two armed groups.  
 
A total of 81 cases of gender-based violence (GBV) against girls and boys, including 14 cases of rape, two child marriages 
and 65 other cases of GBV were registered and documented in the prefectures of Bamingui-Bangoran, Haute-Kotto, 
Ouaka, Basse-Kotto, Lobaye, Ombella-Mepoko and Bangui. These children received assistance, including medical 
assistance, psychosocial support and hygiene kits. Thanks to a new partnership agreement with NGO Intersos, the 
prefectures of Nana-Gribizi and Kemo are now covered with for GBV prevention and response. 
 
In 2018, UNICEF signed partnership with 12 national and international NGOs to respond to the child protection needs 
throughout the country. As a result, 913 children (242 girls) were released from armed groups, and these children with 
other 756 children (189 girls) who were released from armed groups in 2017, benefited from the socio-economic 
reintegration programme. Also, a total of 121,514 conflict-affected children (53,611 girls) benefitted from psychosocial 
and recreational support and 962 unaccompanied and separated children (359 girls) received necessary assistance.  
 
Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) 
December was relatively calm, even though the RRM received seven alerts, and conducted  two assessments and one 
non-food item (NFI) distribution.  
 
In 2018, the RRM through its three NGO partners Action Contre la Faim (ACF), ACTED and Solidarités International 
covered about 75% of the country with a humanitarian surveillance system, which recorded 84 confirmed alerts, almost 
all conflict related. The alerts led to a total of 29 exploratory missions and 38 multi-sector assessments. As a result, 43 
NFI distributions took place reaching 237,131 vulnerable children and their family members with essential household 
items, to replace crisis-related loss and destruction. The 33 WASH relief operations, mostly conducted alongside the NFI 
distributions, benefitted 162,173 people. They included the rehabilitation of 143 water points, the construction of 56 
emergency latrines as well as 216 group hygiene promotion sessions. The RRM globally reached almost twice as many 
people in 2018 as in 2017, reflecting the deteriorating humanitarian situation in CAR, as well as robust donor support 
(over 100% funding against the original requirements). In 2018, the RRM successfully piloted voucher-based NFI fairs and 
unconditional cash transfers as alternatives to NFI distributions. The information gathered through the humanitarian 
surveillance system, as well as the assessment reports shared with the humanitarian community, allowed for sector 
responses in sectors not covered by the RRM. 
 
In December, the RRM held its bi-annual strategic committee meeting with partners (including OCHA, cluster leads, 
donors and implementing NGOs). The committee decided to focus on the following aspects in 2019: 

- Monitoring and whenever possible reduction of intervention delays; 
- Systematically exploring the feasibility of NFI fairs or unconditional cash transfers in lieu of direct distributions; 
- Adaptation of the NFI kit contents based on beneficiary feedback; 
- Scale-up and adaptation of the hygiene and dignity kit contents for girls/women based on the pilot project 

initiated in 2018 by Solidarités International; 
- Further piloting of WFP-provided High Energy Biscuits (HEB) distributions along with NFI kits; 
- Continue supporting the Nutrition cluster by conducting Rapid SMART surveys. 

Funding   
In December, UNICEF received a generous contribution from the European Commission Humanitarian Aid (ECHO) to 
scale-up nutrition interventions as well as funding from the Government of Poland to contribute to release more children 
associated with armed groups. UNICEF wishes to express its deep gratitude to donors for the contributions received in 
2018, that have made the current response in CAR possible. With the spread of conflicts leading to more displaced 
children and families in new areas, continued donor support is critical. Child protection, health, WASH, and education 
needs are increasing while significant funding gaps are hampering effective response. Details are provided in the below 
sectoral table. 
 
 
 
 



   
 

   
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 2018) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available* Funding gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  7,800,000 7,723,350 156,576 0 0% 

Health & HIV/AIDS 9,000,000 - 59,240 8,940,760 99% 

Water, Sanitation, 
Hygiene 

9,600,000 1,271,736 488,711 7,839,553 82% 

Child Protection 8,900,000 3,340,564 377,766  5,181,670 58% 

Education 8,000,000 3,002,526 256,051 4,741,423 59% 

Rapid Response 
Mechanism 

11,700,000 13,969,651 3,574,739 0 0% 

Cluster/sector 
Coordination 

1,500,000 300,000 - 1,200,000 80% 

Total 56,500,000 29,607,827 4,913,082 27,903,406 49% 

      * Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 

 
UNICEF CAR: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html    
UNICEF CAR Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR 
UNICEF CAR Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR  

UNICEF CAR Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.html 
 
 

  Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Christine Muhigana 
Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 0205 
Email : cmuhigana@unicef.org 

 
 

 

Olivier Corbet 
Chief Emergency & Field Operations 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7007 5710 
Email: ocorbet@unicef.org 
 
 

Paolo Marchi 
Deputy Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 0206 
Email: pmarchi@unicef.org 
 
 

http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html
http://www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR
https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.html


   
 

   
 

Annex A 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
6 Cluster and UNICEF results are the same as UNICEF is the sole provider of therapeutic nutritional inputs in CAR for all partners   
7 During this period the response targeted the IDPs that have been previously assisted. In addition, the implementation of several projects is still 
ongoing in the Center and the East regions (140 latrines are under construction, 700 hygiene kits will be distributed in Alindao, etc.) 

 

 UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

Overall 
needs 

2018  
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 
▲▼ 

 2018 
Target  

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report  
▲▼ 

NUTRITION 6        
Children aged 6-59 months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for therapeutic care 

42,225  27,961  32,232 3,010 27,961 32,232 3,010 

Recovery rate (%)  >75%  >75%  89.71  ≥75% 89.93  

Caregivers of children reached with infant and 
young child feeding counselling 

108,276 85,000 45,043 1,621 108,276 58,679 4,342 

HEALTH      

Children under 5 vaccinated 
against polio 

910,000 910,000 485,812 0  
 

People and children under 5 in IDP sites and 
enclaves with access to essential health services 
and medicines. 

 500,000 66,867 12,805 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE  

Crisis-affected people with access to safe water for 
drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 

900,000 600,000 171,027  48,864  900,000 747,867 48,867 

Crisis-affected people accessing appropriate 
sanitation facilities 

1,700,000 300,000 61,748 0 600,000 390,002 07 

Crisis-affected girls/women accessing menstrual 
hygiene management services 

170,000 45,000 5,647 0 60,000 8,647 0 

CHILD PROTECTION         

Children reached with psychosocial support 
through child friendly spaces  

200,000 100,000 121,514 10,325 200,000 198,367 10,325 

Children released from armed forces/groups 
reached with reintegration support  

4,874 3,500 913 98 4,874 978 98 

Registered unaccompanied/ separated children 
supported with reunification services 

2,000 800 962 66 2,000 1,232 66 

Women and children reached with gender-based 
violence prevention and response interventions 

NA 1,000  777 81 NA NA 
 

NA 

EDUCATION        

Number of Children (boys and girls 3-17yrs) in areas 
affected by crisis accessing education 

290,832 85,000 80,206 7,360 94,400 90,228 7,360 

Children received learning materials 500,000 100,000 97,193 24,081 204,600 146,310 23,181 

Children (boys and girls 3-17yrs) attending school in 
a class led by a teacher trained in psychosocial 
support 

500,000 100,500 83,603 3,720 195,000 110,469 3,720 

RAPID RESPONSE MECHANISM        

Acutely vulnerable people rapidly provided with 
non-food items after a shock 

160,000 160,000 237,131
  

0  

Affected people receiving appropriate WASH 
interventions after a shock 

70,000 70,000 162,573 1,800  


