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*Funds available include funding received for the current 
appeal year as well as the carry-forward from the previous 
year. 

Funds 
received: 

$2,503,596

Carry-Over: 
$11,958,985

Funding Gap: 
$44,537,419

Key Programme Indicators 
Sector/Cluster UNICEF 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

WASH:  Crisis-affected people with 
access to safe water for drinking, 
cooking and personal hygiene 

800,000 188,705 400,000 85,855 

Education:  Children (boys and girls 
3-17yrs) attending school in a class 
led by a teacher trained in 
psychosocial support 

600,000 42,360     442,500 42,360 

Health:  People and children under 5 
in IDP sites and enclaves with access 
to essential health services and 
medicines. 

N/A 82,068 7,806 

Nutrition:  Children aged 6-59 
months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for 
therapeutic care 

30,570 2,290 30,570 2,290 

Child protection: Children released 
from armed forces/groups reached 
with reintegration support  

5,550 482 110,000 22,665 

 

Highlights 
- On 6 February the Central African Republic (CAR) government and 

14 of the country’s armed groups signed a new peace agreement in 
Khartoum (Sudan). The security and humanitarian situation still 
remained volatile, with the Rapid Response Mechanism recording 11 
new conflict-related alerts; 
 

- In February, UNICEF and partners ensured provision of quality 
primary education to 52,987 new crisis-affected children (47% girls) 
admitted into 95 temporary learning spaces across the country; 

-  
- In a complex emergency context, from 28 January to 16 February, 

UNICEF carried out a needs assessment and provided first response 
in WASH and child protection on the Bangassou-Bakouma and 
Bangassou-Rafaï axes in the remote Southeast 
 

- In Kaga-Bandoro, three accidental fires broke out in three IDP sites, 
leaving 4,620 people homeless and 31 injured. UNICEF responded to 
the WASH and Education needs 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS February 2019  
 

28 February 2019 
1.5 million  
# of children in need of humanitarian assistance 

2.9 million  
# of people in need 
(OCHA, December 2018) 

640,969 
# of Internally displaced persons 
(CMP, December 2018) 
 

Outside CAR 

576,926 
# of registered CAR refugees 
(UNHCR, December 
 2018) 
 

2018 UNICEF Appeal 

US$ 59 million 
Funding status* ($US) 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
On the 6th of  February the CAR’s  government and 14 armed groups signed a peace agreement in Khartoum (Sudan), the 
Political Agreement for Peace and Reconciliation in the Central African Republic. The signatories commit among others 
to end violence, respect the constitution, set up a transitional justice mechanism, stop recruiting children in armed 
groups, and cease the attacks against humanitarian workers, Schools, and Hospitals. The agreement plans for an 
inclusive government, transitional security measures including mixed brigade units, and the set-up of an implementation 
and follow up mechanism.  
 
Despite the peace agreement the security and humanitarian situation remained volatile during the month of February. 
The Rapid Response Mechanism recorded 10 alerts, mostly transhumance-related attacks and clashes, and increases in 
criminality were reported in several cities with armed group presence, including Kaga-Bandoro and Bambari. 
 
In February, three accidental fires broke out in three internally displaced persons (IDPs) sites in Kaga-Bandoro (Nana 
Gribizi, Center-North). Out of 11,834 IDP living on these site, 4,620 people have lost their shelter. UNICEF responded to 
the WASH and education needs by replacing destroyed bladders and distributing school kits to the 451 children who had 
lost their materials.  
 
Despite the response to the hepatitis E epidemic since the beginning of the year in the Northwest, 10 new cases were 
recorded at the Bocaranga hospital between the 4th and 15 February. From 2nd October 2018 to 10 February 2019, 163 
cases were recorded, of which 124 were positive and 39 unconfirmed. Health care for suspected and positive cases is 
provided free of charge. UNICEF and its partners support WASH and CSD responses. 
 
Following the attack in Bakouma (Haut-Mbomou, Southwest) in January 2018 and the displacement of over 18,000 
people to surrounding villages and to Bangassou, UNICEF participated in a multisectoral needs assessment and rapid 
response mission to the south-eastern area (Bangassou-Bakouma-Rafaï) from 28 January to 16 February. These are areas 
logistically hard to reach and with high insecurity. In conjunction with the needs assessment, UNICEF provided 1,200 
sachets of pure water and 12,000 tablets of aqua-tab for water treatment to 792 returned households and ensured 
training on the six grave violations of children's rights for 15 people (9 men and 6 women). 
 
The results of the 2018 National Food Security Survey (ENSA) shared in February by the World Food Programme (WFP) 
revealed that 2.1 million people (50% of the population) are food insecure (1.8 million in moderate food insecurity and 
0.3 million in severe food insecurity). These results globally indicate a deterioration of the situation compared to 2017. 
More than 66% of the food-insecure population live in the heavily conflict-affected prefectures of Basse-Kotto, Nana-
Gribizi, Ouaka and Haut-Mbomou. Categories most concerned by food insecurity are IDPs living on sites (75%), the 
returnees (68%) and the displaced in host families (66%).These results, which also build on the national SMART survey 
conducted by UNICEF at the end of 2018, globally indicate a deterioration of the situation compared to 2017 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
UNICEF is a member of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), UN Country Team (UNCT), Security Management Team 
(SMT). UNICEF also participates in the MINUSCA coordination mechanisms such as the Senior Management Group for 
Protection (SMGP) and the Protection from sexual exploitation and abuse Task Force (PSEA TF) to facilitate the delivery 
of humanitarian assistance. UNICEF leads WASH, Nutrition, Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. The 
Government is an active member of the WASH, Nutrition, and Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. The 
national Child Protection Sub-Cluster covers all prefectures directly or indirectly. Nutrition is paired with health and 
works through three Sub-Clusters at the regional level. The Education and WASH Clusters are also functional at the 
regional level. At the Cluster level, UNICEF is an active member of the Health Cluster and, via the RRM coordinator, of 
the Shelter/NFI/Camp Management Cluster. Moreover, UNICEF hosts and coordinates the Rapid Response Mechanism 
(RRM). The RRM Coordinator is a member of the Inter-Cluster Coordination team (ICC) which enables efficient 
coordination between the RRM program and the humanitarian community. Finally, the Cash Working Group, led by 
OCHA has recently been reactivated and UNICEF participates actively.  
 
Humanitarian Strategy  



  
 

  
 

Working with partners based in the country’s most troubled areas, and using prepositioned essential supplies, UNICEF 
prioritizes child centered life-saving interventions and risk reduction for crisis-affected, displaced and returning people 
in CAR. The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) led by UNICEF carries out multi-sector assessments on new crises, 
provides non-food items and water, sanitation and hygiene support to vulnerable people newly affected by shocks, and 
coordinates with external actors to ensure complementary responses in other essential sectors. The mechanism also 
provides UNICEF and partners with quick and reliable information on the affected populations needs. This allows UNICEF 
to mobilize partners so as to addresses preventable childhood illnesses, malaria, HIV and malnutrition, and provides 
people with access to safe water and improved sanitation facilities. UNICEF focuses on protection needs of children, 
including their release from armed groups and their reunification with their families when separated or unaccompanied, 
and provides the appropriate psychosocial support to children affected by the conflict. UNICEF contributes to providing 
out of school children with access to safe learning spaces and quality education.  
 
UNICEF works with line ministries to reinforce the Government capacity in the humanitarian coordination, leadership 
and response. In coordination with UNICEF regular programmes, the emergency responses contribute day to day in 
increasing people’s access to basic services. Therefore, UNICEF aims at ensuring the best linkage between its 
humanitarian and development mandates and capacities to ensure the most effective synergy between its emergency 
and recovery programmes.  
 
Summary Analysis of Programme Response   
Nutrition 
With support from Nutrition partners, a total of 51,333 children were screened in all ten high priority prefectures. 971 
were identified as suffering from SAM, and 3,772 from MAM. The Nutrition cluster still experienced the suspensions of 
nutrition services in the Centre and Southeast of the country due to insecurity, with 29 out-patient therapeutic 
programme (OTP) service points currently closed. The cluster moved forward in strengthening the nutrition surveillance 
in 11 locations in the South-East and covered response gaps for six months with UNICEF support in Ippy, Bambari 
(including 7 IDP sites), Maloum, Rafai and Bangassou. 
 
Since January 2,290 children suffering from SAM were admitted in 520 OTP and 47 stabilization centers (SC). In addition, 
14,700 children aged 6 to 59 months received Vitamin A, 14,491 aged 12 to 59 months deworming and 7,121 pregnant 
and lactating women were counselling on infant and young child feeding (IYCF).  
 
In February, due to the deterioration of the nutrition situation in Gamboula (Mambere-Kadeï, Southwest), the ACF 
nutrition rapid response team supported by UNICEF was deployed to the area for three months to provide nutrition 
services in three OTP and one stabilization centre (SC). 
 
Health 
Since the beginning of the year, 7,806 people including 2,093 in February benefited from preventive and curative care 
with the support of UNICEF in areas of crisis or affected by outbreaks of diarrhea. In Alindao, 1,510 children under one 
year were vaccinated with all routine EPI antigens following the official launch of intensified vaccine activities by the 
Minister of Health and  UNICEF Representative on 30 January 2019. At the Kaga-Bandoro IDP sites, 298 patients, 
including 133 children under five , were treated thanks to  mobile clinics with 59% of malaria cases, 31% of Acute 
respiratory infection (ARI) and 10% of other diseases. In the Gamboula Health District, 285 people including 250 children 
under five affected by the outbreak of diarrhea associated with other diseases (malaria and ARI) were treated following 
the joint investigation of the Health Region No.2 and the Sanitary District of Gamboula. 
 
HIV & AIDS 
49 new cases of pregnant women tested positive for HIV have been placed on anti-retroviral treatment (ART). Nine new 
cases of children born with HIV and their mothers have received ART at birth in emergency zones (health regions 3, 4, 5 
and 6). 19 health workers including four doctors, and 15 paramedics from the health districts of Paoua and Bocaranga 
( Ouham Pende, Northwest) were trained on managing HIV-pediatric care in collaboration with Enfant VIH Afrique (EVA). 
662 Children and adolescents were tested for HIV with three new positive cases referred for treatment and two 
undetermined cases to be tested again. 
 
 



  
 

  
 

 
 
WASH 
UNICEF and partners Agence Nationale d'Eau et Assainissement (ANEA), Caritas Bangassou and Cordaid continued to 
support water provision by water trucking or borehole maintenance and rehabilitation on IDP sites in Nana-Gribizi for 
12,533 people, Bangassou for 1,480 people and Bocaranga for 12,000 people. 
 
Thanks to UNICEF support in Bocaranga and other areas affected by hepatitis E in Nana-Mambéré (West), Cordaid and 
ANEA repaired 31 pumps for water provision which serve up to 15,500 people and provided spare kits to the water point 
committees. PUR sachets (Purifier of Water) and purification tablets for water treatment for a period of one month were 
distributed by ANEA, UNICEF and Vision to Change the World (VCW). These stocks will serve 38,692 people in Bocaranga, 
Bakouma and Djema. 
 
Thanks to UNICEF and its partners Direction Générale de l'Hydraulique (DGH) and Ideal, 21 emergency latrines were 
constructed in three Temporary Learning Spaces (ETAPEs) in Kaga-Bandoro benefitting 3,643 students, including 1,753 
girls. In Bakala, Caritas Bambari built 28 emergency latrines that can serve 1,550 people. The existing emergency latrines 
and showers are maintained. Cordaid built three blocks of latrine with four cabins each accessible for 600 patients in two 
health centers in Bocaranga. 
 
UNICEF partners ANEA, Caritas Bambari and Cordaid raised awareness on good hygiene practices with a focus on 
Hepatitis E for 13,377 displaced people from sites in Kaga-Bandoro, Bambari and Bocaranga. In addition, 5,554 school 
children and 51 children living with HIV were sensitized on personal hygiene and they were provided with soap for a 
period of two months.  53 teachers from ETAPEs of Nana-Gribizi and 74 school teachers from Mbrès school district were 
trained on WASH in the school environment. 20 awareness kits were given to each school for school hygiene promotion. 
 
During this period the cluster provided trainings to the cluster’s focal points and partners in Bouar and Bossangoa to 
reinforce the capacity of partners on WASH standards in emergency situations and improve their capacity in terms of 
cluster coordination. In response to the Hepatitis E outbreak, the Cluster, in collaboration with UNICEF and the 
government’s WASH technical services conducted a four-week investigation to assess the quality of WASH 
infrastructures and identify gaps.  
 
Education 
In February, UNICEF and partners ensured provision of quality primary education to 52,987 new crisis-affected children 
(47% girls) admitted into 95 temporary learning spaces across the country. 16,663 children (7,596 girls) from Carnot, 
Nana-Mambere, Kaga-Bandoro, Bangassou, Bakouma, Rafaï and Zémio received learning materials including 10,468 
children (about 4,710 girls) of Bangassou with an implementing partner who delivered kits by road in the south-east of 
the country while the security situation declined. 
 
UNICEF also supported the Ministry of Education (MoE) in delivering first response for education in emergency to crisis-
affected children in Batangafo (Ouham, West), Paoua (Ouham-Pende, West), Mbres (Nana-Gribizi, Center), Bambari 
(Ouaka, Center), Bria (Haute Kotto, Center), Bangassou, Bakouma and Rafaï (Mbomou, Southeast). UNICEF provided 
material support for the assessments as well as in-kind school kits (included in the previous paragraph’s figures).  
 
In addition, 30,600 children are registered in a classroom led by a teacher trained in psychosocial support through the 
training of 510 teachers, including 172 women in Bambari (Centre), Zemio, Obo (Southeast), Kaga-Bandoro, Paoua and 
Batangafo (Northwest) in basic education and psychosocial support. The Psychosocial Support module was integrated 
into the initial and in-service teacher training programmes 
 
Furthermore, within the framework of the Radio Education Program, UNICEF and the Ministry of Education, with 
support from UNICEF Regional Office and partner Children Radio Foundation (CRF) conducted a radio audience survey 
in Bambari. Preliminary results are very satisfactory as most children and parents regularly listen to the radio, and show 
interest for radio education programmes. Another support mission with radio experts allowed to record 78 lessons 
including 40 lessons in French, 36 lessons in Sango (local language) and two pilot lessons. These are now ready to be 



  
 

  
 

broadcasted.  UNICEF and the MoE are continuing discussions to establish a comprehensive framework with a clear 
institutional and monitoring and evaluation architecture. 
 
Child Protection 
In February alone, a total of 480 children including 140 girls were released from armed groups. This represents almost 
half of the total number of children released in 2018.. Out of 480 children, 465 (136 girls) were released in Paoua (Ouham-
Pende, Northwest) during the verification mission by a mobile child protection team comprising trained NGO partner 
staff. The mobile team was deployed after 490 children were initially identified after the launch of the national DDRR 
program in Paoua in December 2018. Including an additional list of 467 children handed over by the armed group, a total 
of 957 children were identified. Out of them, 465 were verified as associated, and therefore included in UNICEF partner 
War Child’s reintegration program. An additional 15 children (4 girls) were released in Kaga-Bandoro (Nana-Gribizi) by 
MINUSCA on 11 February and reinserted into either school or vocational training by UNICEF partner Intersos.  
 
Still in February, 13,631 crisis-affected children, including 6,116 girls, were newly admitted in child-friendly spaces (CFS) 
in 9 of the country’s 16 prefectures to benefit from psychosocial, recreational and educational activities. These CFSs are 
operated by UNICEF partners Esperance, Caritas Bangui, War Child, COOPI and JRS.  
 
A total of 166 unaccompanied and separated children, including 82 girls, were newly registered by UNICEF partners 
across the country. These children are placed in foster families while family tracing to find their biological families is being 
carried out.  
 
Finally, 155 cases of gender-based violence (GBV) against girls and boys, including 37 cases of rape, 12 child marriages 
and 106 other cases of GBV were registered and documented across the country. These children received assistance, 
including medical assistance, psychosocial support and hygiene kits.  
 
Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) 
The RRM recorded 10 alerts in February, mostly resulting from transhumance-related attacks and clashes, which 
continue to cause displacement mostly in the West part of the country. Following these alerts, two exploratory missions 
(MEX) and three multisector assessments (MSA) were conducted.  
 
RRM partners carried out seven nonfood item (NFI) interventions benefiting 25,034 persons, mostly IDPs and returnees, 
in Ouham, Nana-Mambere, Mambere-Kadei and Nana-Gribizi prefectures. The assistance launched in January in 
Bangassou for the IDPs from Bakouma (Basse-Kotto) continued. Most of the NFI distributions were complemented with 
WASH interventions: 10 water points were rehabilitated, 31 emergency latrines were built, and 35 hygiene sessions were 
conducted, benefiting in total 16,518 persons. In February, the median lead time from alert to intervention was 23 days. 
 
The RRM monthly dashboard for February 2019 can be accessed here.   
 
Media and External Communication 
During the reporting period, the external communication section supported the launch of the Education Cannot Wait 
(ECW)- supported Multi Year Resilience programme. More than an dozen journalists attended the event, the team 
supported the finalization of the  press release. The launch was also supported by posts on the Country Office’s social 
networks. 
UNICEF’s Executive Director issued a statement after the signature of the peace agreement in CAR. 
UNICEF Representative in CAR participated in a press conference on 12 February, the international day against the use 
of child soldiers. 
 
Funding   
A generous contribution from the Government of Japan was received to provide crisis-affected children with protection 
services as well as water and sanitation assistance. UNICEF CAR acknowledged the contribution in a press release. With 
the ongoing conflict situations leading to more displaced children and families in new areas, continued donor support is 
critical.  
 
 



  
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 2019) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 
Funds available* Funding gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  10,200,000 490,000 4,352,130 5,357,870 53% 
Health & HIV/AIDS 3,800,000 0 309,815 3,490,185 92% 
Water, Sanitation, 
Hygiene 

8,400,000 
1,000,000 

455,544 
6,944,456 83% 

Child Protection 8,700,000 1,000,000 1,746,541 5,953,459 68% 
Education 11,000,000 0 714,233 10,285,767 94% 
Rapid Response 
Mechanism 

15,400,000 
13,596 

4.102,944 
11,283,460 73% 

Cluster/sector 
Coordination 1,500,000 

0 
277,778 

1,222,222 81% 

Total 59,000,000 2,503,596 11,958,985 44,537,419 75% 
      * Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 
 
UNICEF CAR: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html    
UNICEF CAR Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR 
UNICEF CAR Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR  
UNICEF CAR Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Christine Muhigana 
Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel : +236 7055 0205 
Email : cmuhigana@unicef.org 
 
 

Olivier Corbet 
Chief Emergency & Field Operations 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7007 5710 
Email: ocorbet@unicef.org 
 
 

Paolo Marchi 
Deputy Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 0206 
Email: pmarchi@unicef.org 
 
 



  
 

  
 

Annex A 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS  

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
1 Cluster and UNICEF results are the same as UNICEF is the sole provider of therapeutic nutritional inputs in CAR for all partners   

 

 UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

Overall 
needs 

2019  
Target 

Total 
Result

s 

Change 
since 
last 

report 
▲▼ 

 2019 
Target  

Total 
Results 

Change 
since 
last 

report 
▲▼ 

NUTRITION 1        
Children aged 6-59 months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for therapeutic care 

43,055 30,570  2,290 1,628 30,570 2,290 1,628 

Recovery rate (%)  >75%  >75%  94.00  ≥75% 94.00  

Caregivers of children reached with infant and 
young child feeding counselling 

380,269 57,580 4,311 3,810 71,975 7,120 6,619 

HEALTH      

Children under 5 vaccinated 
against measles 

700,000 700,000 0   
 

People and children under 5 in IDP sites and 
enclaves with access to essential health services 
and medicines. 

82,068 82,068 7,806 2,093 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE  

Crisis-affected people with access to safe water for 
drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 

964,606 400,000 85,855 80,205 800,000 188,705 89,145 

Crisis-affected people accessing appropriate 
sanitation facilities 

428,900 150,000 5,793 5,793 428,900 66,793 9,793 

Crisis-affected girls/women accessing menstrual 
hygiene management services 

210,006 45,000 0 0 60,000 2,240 2,240 

CHILD PROTECTION         

Children reached with psychosocial support 
through child friendly spaces  

145,000 110,000 22,665 13,631 145,000 34,948 
 

25,914 

Children released from armed forces/groups 
reached with reintegration support  

5,550 3,000 482 480 5,550 482 480 

Registered unaccompanied/ separated children 
supported with reunification services 

4,352 1,500 329 
 

166 4,352 435 272 

Women and children reached with gender-based 
violence prevention and response interventions 

NA 1,500 372 155 NA NA 
 

NA 

EDUCATION        

Number of Children (boys and girls 3-17 years) in 
areas affected by crisis out of school accessing 
education 

350,000 120,000 59,860 52,987 160,000 59,860 52,987 

Children received learning materials 1,28,2000 442,500 20,635 16,663 590,000 20,635 16,663 

Children (boys and girls 3-17 years) attending 
school in a class led by a teacher trained in 
psychosocial support 

1,28,2000 442,500 42,360 30,600 600,000 42,360 30,600 

# of boys and girls affected by crisis attending 
education in a school that have emergency 
preparedness and response plan"  

1,346,000 157,500 11,760 11,760 210,00 11,760 11,760 

RAPID RESPONSE MECHANISM        

Acutely vulnerable people rapidly provided with 
non-food items after a shock 

250,000 160,000 42,495
  

25,034  

Affected people receiving appropriate WASH 
interventions after a shock 

150,000 70,000 21,363 16,518  


