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Key Programme Indicators 
Sector/Cluster UNICEF 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

WASH:  Crisis-affected people with 
access to safe water for drinking, 
cooking and personal hygiene 

771,224 224,100 400,000 98,946 

Education:  Children (boys and girls 
3-17yrs) attending school in a class 
led by a teacher trained in 
psychosocial support 

600,000 46,860 
    
442,500 

46,860 

Health:  People and children under 5 
in IDP sites and enclaves with access 
to essential health services and 
medicines. 

N/A 82,068 12,766 

Nutrition:  Children aged 6-59 
months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for 
therapeutic care 

30,570 4,174 30,570 4,174 

Child protection: Children released 
from armed forces/groups reached 
with reintegration support  

5,550 554 3,000 554 

Registered unaccompanied/ separated 
children supported with reunification 
services 

    

 

Highlights 

- The road from Bangui to the Cameroonian border was blocked for 
about ten days by an armed group, disrupting the country's main 
supply line. Many security incidents continue to be observed in 
several parts of the country, particularly in the north-central and 
south-eastern regions. 

- The number of internally displaced people (IDPs) increased in 
February to almost 656,000 according to OCHA. This is a 15 per 
cent increase in six months.  

- Since January, 4,174 children suffering from SAM were admitted in 
520 outpatients therapeutic programme (OTP) service points, and 
47 hospital-based stabilization centres (SC); 53 health facilities 
offering nutrition services are closed due to the conflict, affecting 
the catchment area for 103,000 children under five. 

- In March 3,754 IDPs children, including 1,630 girls, returned to 
school with UNICEF support in Paoua, Batangafo, Bossangoa, Bria, 
Kaga Bandoro, Bangassou, Bakouma, Bria, and Rafai. 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS March 2019  

 

31 March 2019 

1.5 million  
# of children in need of humanitarian assistance 

2.9 million  
# of people in need 
(OCHA, March 2019) 

656,000 
# of Internally displaced persons 

(OCHA, March 2019) 

 

Outside CAR 

593,000 

# of registered CAR refugees 
(UNHCR, March 2019) 
 

2019 UNICEF Appeal 

US$ 59 million 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners 

© UNICEFCAR/2018/Matous 

 

Carry-over: 
$12.0M 
(20%)

Funds received: 
$12.4M

Funding gap : 
$34.7M (59%)

Funding status* (US$)

Required: 
$59M
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

Despite the peace agreement the situation in certain parts of the country remained tense. In the process of appointing a 
new Prime Minister and Government, one of the armed groups blocked the road linking Bangui to the Cameroon border 
for about 10 days, thus disrupting the country’s main supply line and hindering delivery of humanitarian assistance and 
others. 
Several transhumance-related incidents were still reported in March, mostly in Nana-Gribizi and Ouham prefectures, in 
the center-north of the country, which generated several casualties and the flight of up to several thousand people. The 
number of internally displaced people (IDPs) increased in February to almost 656,000 according to OCHA. This is a 15 per 
cent increase in six months. 
An interagency mission led by OCHA in Zemio (Haut Mbomou, Southeast), reported on 3 March that about 80,000 people 
in the town and surrounding area need urgent humanitarian assistance. Haut Mbomou is one of the hardest to reach 
areas in CAR due to long distances, poor roads and acute insecurity created by antagonistic armed groups.  
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  

UNICEF is a member of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), UN Country Team (UNCT), Security Management Team 
(SMT). UNICEF also participates in the MINUSCA coordination mechanisms such as the Senior Management Group for 
Protection (SMGP) and the Protection from sexual exploitation and abuse Task Force (PSEA TF) to facilitate the delivery 
of humanitarian assistance. UNICEF leads WASH, Nutrition, Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. The 
Government is an active member of the WASH, Nutrition, and Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. The 
national Child Protection Sub-Cluster covers all prefectures directly or indirectly. Nutrition is paired with health and 
works through three Sub-Clusters at the regional level. The Education and WASH Clusters are also functional at the 
regional level. At the Cluster level, UNICEF is an active member of the Health Cluster and, via the RRM coordinator, of 
the Shelter/NFI/Camp Management Cluster. Moreover, UNICEF hosts and coordinates the Rapid Response Mechanism 
(RRM). The RRM Coordinator is a member of the Inter-Cluster Coordination team (ICC) which enables efficient 
coordination between the RRM program and the humanitarian community. Finally, the Cash Working Group, led by 
OCHA has recently been reactivated and UNICEF participates actively.  
 

Humanitarian Strategy  

Working with partners based in the country’s most troubled areas, and using prepositioned essential supplies, UNICEF 
prioritizes child centered life-saving interventions and risk reduction for crisis-affected, displaced and returning people 
in CAR. The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) led by UNICEF carries out multi-sector assessments on new crises, 
provides non-food items and water, sanitation and hygiene support to vulnerable people newly affected by shocks, and 
coordinates with external actors to ensure complementary responses in other essential sectors. The mechanism also 
provides UNICEF and partners with quick and reliable information on the affected populations needs. This allows UNICEF 
to mobilize partners so as to addresses preventable childhood illnesses, malaria, HIV and malnutrition, and provides 
people with access to safe water and improved sanitation facilities. UNICEF focuses on protection needs of children, 
including their release from armed groups and their reunification with their families when separated or unaccompanied, 
and provides the appropriate psychosocial support to children affected by the conflict. UNICEF contributes to providing 
out of school children with access to safe learning spaces and quality education.  
 
UNICEF works with line ministries to reinforce the Government capacity in the humanitarian coordination, leadership 
and response. In coordination with UNICEF regular programmes, the emergency responses contribute day to day in 
increasing people’s access to basic services. Therefore, UNICEF aims at ensuring the best linkage between its 
humanitarian and development mandates and capacities to ensure the most effective synergy between its emergency 
and recovery programmes.  
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Summary Analysis of Programme Response   

Nutrition 
Partners have confirmed that 53 health facilities offering nutrition services are closed in center and southeast of the 
country due to security concerns affecting the catchment area of more than 103,000 children under five. The Nutrition 
Cluster estimated that over two-thirds of the nutrition sector projects will be underfunded by the end of June 2019. There 
is an urgent gap of US$ 9.5 million. Unless met, the funding gap will severely impact the effective scaling up of nutrition 
response in the country. 
 
Since January, 121,872 children were screened and 2,300 malnourished identify with 807 referred to Stabilization Centers. 
In total, 4,174 children suffering from SAM were admitted in 520 outpatient therapeutic programme (OTP) service points, 
and 47 hospital-based stabilization centres (SC). In addition, 15,456 children aged from 6 to 59 months received Vitamin 
A, 14,925 aged 12 to 59 months deworming, and 12,542 pregnant and lactating women were counselled on Community 
based infant and young child feeding (IYCF). Treatment quality met the SPHERE standards, with SAM cure rate at 93.5 
percent, the death rate at 1 percent and defaulter rate at 4.9 percent. From mid-February to mid-March, an IYCF in 
emergencies (IYCF-E) Advisor from the Technical Rapid Response Team was deployed to CAR to support the Nutrition 
Cluster. A key task was to provide training to partners and develop an IYCF-E scaling up plan. IYCF-E training targeting 
25 partners was held from 4-8th March. 
 
Health 
A total of 12,766 children under 5 had access to essential health services and medicines in areas affected by armed conflict 
from January to March 2019, including 4,960 in March. In Kaga-Bandoro, 2,525 children under 5 years were cared for by 
partners IRC and Alima in health facilities servicing the Lazaret and MINUSCA IDP sites. Diagnoses included 1353 cases 
of acute respiratory infections (IRA, 53%), 674 cases of malaria (27%) and 498 cases of diarrhea (20%). In Bakala, 
Bokolobo and on the Bambari-Alindao axis (Ouaka, Centre), 2,435 children under 5 were treated by partners IMC and 
AHA, including 1,085 cases of malaria (44%), 1,150 cases of IRA (47%) and 300 cases diarrhea (12%).  
 
In the context of the Global Polio Eradication Plan, the RCA Ministry of Health planned in 2019 to conduct 3 local polio 
immunization campaigns in high-risk areas: Region 2, 3 and 7. The first round of the campaign, targeting 611,600 children 
from 0 to 59 months took place on 22-24 March. Partial data shows a total number of vaccinated children of 586,960 or 
95%. Features of this campaign included: official launch by the Minister of Health in armed-gang stronghold PK5 
neighbourhood of Bangui with an escort of peacekeepers; negotiations with armed groups and MINUSCA to ensure team 
security and access to target populations; vaccination of special groups, including Pygmies, Nomads and IDPs. The main 
challenges were insecurity in some areas of the Northwest and data reporting difficulties due to low network coverage. 
The next two rounds are scheduled for 26-28 April 25-27 October.  
 
HIV & AIDS 
In March, 16 new cases of children born to HIV-positive mothers and 54 new cases of pregnant women were diagnosed 
with HIV and placed under standard antiretroviral therapy (ARV) in conflict-affected areas across the country. UNICEF 
staff carried out two technical supervision missions with the health districts of Bossangoa and Alindao. Seven pre-teens 
and 10 adolescents took part in the monthly meeting of the ART observance Club "E Bata guigui" with a community meal 
organized in Bossangoa. 
 
WASH 
In Kaga Bandoro (Nana Gribizi, Center-North), through the regular maintenance of 7 boreholes by the Agence Nationale 
d'Eau et Assainissement (ANEA) 5,000 displaced people living on Ouandago, Kaba and Lazare sites have access to 
drinking water. In addition, 3,050 people in Kaga Bandoro neighborhoods and surrounding villages have access to 
drinking water through 5 repaired water points. In Bangassou, Caritas continues to supply water to the Evêché IDP site 
for 1,736 people. 500 students from the prefectural school have access to water through functional manual drilling built 
by UNICEF partner Eau et Assainissement pour l'Afrique (EAA). 
 
In response to the ongoing viral hepatitis E epidemic in Bocaranga area (Ouham, West) – 175 confirmed cases at the end 
of March, UNICEF partner DRC continues to provide safe water for 2,805 people. Cluster partners are planning the drilling 
of 10 additional boreholes in the affected neighborhoods identified by health partners. Clusters partners, including 
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CORDAID, have conducted hygiene promotion campaigns. An Emergency Task Fork has been activated in Bangui in 
addition to the Crisis Committee that is already operational in Bocaranga. 
 
With the partner Direction Générale des Ressources Hydrauliques (DGRH), 12 latrines were built in temporary learning 
spaces of Abakar and Ouandago, enabling 1,619 children, including 692 girls, to have access to basic sanitation. The 
activity was accompanied by hygiene promotion campaign and the provision of soaps and toilet maintenance kits at five 
temporary learning spaces attended by a total of 5,554 students. 
 
In Bambari, the removal of all garbage piled up on the NDV IDP site was carried out by Caritas. 
 
Outreach activities on the Bambari IDP sites and in the Ippy sub-prefecture were carried out.  With support from UNICEF, 
Caritas conducted awareness raising on good hygiene practices followed by the demonstration of the use of aquatabs 
and their distribution with jerrycans for 177 households (about 772 people) in Mbroutchou village. In Bangassou, 24 
teachers, 4 members of parents' associations, 3900 girls and boys were trained on good WASH practices and 300 girls 
received menstrual hygiene kits. Also, 966 women received hygiene education and 206 women in the reproductive age 
received menstrual hygiene kits from UNICEF partner EAA.  
 
UNICEF also co-organized the celebration of World Water Day (22 March) in Kaga Bandoro, Bossangoa and Bambari with 
the participation of local and administrative authorities, representatives of humanitarian actors and the population.  
 
Education 
In March, 3,750 new IDPs children, including 1,630 girls, returned to school with UNICEF support in Paoua, Batangafo, 
Bossangoa, Bria, Kaga Bandoro, Bangassou, Bakouma, Bria, and Rafai, thanks to partners IDEAL, Caritas, War Child.  
UNICEF and its partners also continued to ensure quality primary education to 35,754 crisis-affected children including 
16,630 girls enrolled in 95 temporary learning spaces (TLS) across the country. With support from UNICEF, the 
decentralized education authorities sensitized children enrolled in these TLS to continue their schooling. 
   
During this same period, 3,842 children including 1,482 girls from Haute Kotto, Ouham and Ouham Pende, received 
learning materials trough UNICEF NGO partners. Finally, 4,500 children are attending school in a class led by a teacher 
newly trained in psychosocial support thanks to the training of 75 teachers including nine women in basic pedagogy and 
psychosocial support in Ouham and Ouham Pende (West).  
 
Child Protection  
In March, a total of 72 children including 34 girls were released from armed groups in Dekoa (Kemo, Centre) during the 
verification mission by UNICEF partner Intersos and MINUSCA.  An additional 5 children (one girl) were released from an 
armed group in Kaga Bandoro by Plan International. These children will go through profiling and benefit from medical 
reference, psychosocial support, family reunification and socio-economic reintegration.  
 
Still in March, 12,509 crisis-affected children, including 5,607 girls, were newly admitted in child-friendly spaces (CFS) in 
8 of the country’s 16 prefectures to benefit from psychosocial, recreational and educational activities. These CFSs are 
operated by UNICEF partners Esperance, Caritas Bangui, War Child, COOPI and JRS.  
 
A total of 188 unaccompanied and separated children, including 75 girls, were newly registered by UNICEF partners 
across the country. These children are placed in foster families while family tracing to find their biological families is being 
carried out. 
  
Finally, 183 cases of gender-based violence (GBV) against girls and boys, including 54 cases of rape, 28 other forms of 
sexual assault and abuse, 17 child marriages, 1 MGF and 80 other cases of GBV were registered and documented across 
the country. These children received assistance, including medical assistance, psychosocial support and hygiene kits. 
Among them, three suffered from sexual exploitation or abuse committed by UN military personnel.  
 
Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) 
Despite the signing of the peace agreement the RRM recorded 14 alerts in March, half of them in Ouham and Nana Gribizi 
prefectures, still largely due to transhumance-related incidents. Siriri armed group is also increasingly active along the 
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Cameroon border in Mambere Kadei and Nana Mambere prefectures. On a positive note, two of these alerts concern 
spontaneous returns from Cameroon and Chad. The situation in the Southeast remains complex but security access is 
improving in some areas, allowing RRM teams to reach areas that have been closed to humanitarian actors for about two 
years. Thus, nine multi-sector assessments (MSA) were conducted as well as three exploratory missions (MEX). Due to 
pipeline disruptions caused by the closure of the main road to Cameroon mentioned earlier in this sitrep, however, only 
one NFI intervention was carried out, benefitting to 2,210 persons, mostly IDPs on the northern outskirts of Kaga-
Bandoro.   
 

Media and External Communication 

During the reporting period, NBC News aired the segments shot during UNICEF USA CEO Caryl Stern’s visit in CAR (end 
of January). The main piece, a 10 minutes story on Today Show, focused on malnutrition. NBC Nightly news aired an 
overview of the situation of children in CAR, as well as a piece on former child soldiers. MSNBC aired a story on the boy 
scouts and their C4D project. The NBC report was also widely discussed in American media (notably People, Adweek, 
Glamour). By mid-March, UNICEF USA had raised USD 1.6 million for the Central African Republic. During the reporting 
period, the External Communications team also organised a visit to former child soldiers for Le Monde Afrique. 
The External communications team also supported the Polio Immunization campaign, as well as the World Water Day 
celebration. 
 

Funding   

In March, generous contributions from the Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (USAID-OFDA) and the Swedish 
International Development Agency (SIDA) were received to support the new phase of the Rapid Response Mechanism 
(RRM). In addition, the generous funding from received from the Spanish National Committee for UNICEF will contribute 
to protect more crisis-affected children from violence, exploitation and abuse, including the recruitment by armed 
groups.  
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 2019) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 
Funds available* Funding gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  10,200,000 668,444 4,352,130 5,179,426 51% 

Health & HIV/AIDS 3,800,000 1,178,444 309,815 2,311,741 61% 

Water, Sanitation, 
Hygiene 

8,400,000 
1,178,444 

455,544 
6,766,012 81% 

Child Protection 8,700,000 1,612,700 1,746,541 5,340,759 61% 

Education 11,000,000 178,444 714,233 10,107,323 92% 

Rapid Response 
Mechanism 

15,400,000 
7,568,804 

4,102,944 
3,728,252 24% 

Cluster/sector 
Coordination 

1,500,000 
0 

277,778 
1,222,222 81% 

Total 59,000,000 11,385,280 11,958,985 34,655,735 59% 

      * Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 

 
UNICEF CAR: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html    
UNICEF CAR Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR 
UNICEF CAR Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR  
UNICEF CAR Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.htm 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Christine Muhigana 
Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel : +236 7055 0205 
Email : cmuhigana@unicef.org 

 
 

 

Olivier Corbet 
Chief Emergency & Field Operations 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7007 5710 
Email: ocorbet@unicef.org 
 
 

Paolo Marchi 
Deputy Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 0206 
Email: pmarchi@unicef.org 
 
 

https://www.today.com/video/central-african-republic-civil-war-puts-1-5-million-kids-at-risk-1452934211507?fbclid=IwAR0dp1dAUc3FG7JByeY93QwadlbMFk5LMA6EctW96FS3zU_WRiIjCA4WzkY
https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/inside-the-most-dangerous-place-in-the-world-for-children-1453359171982
https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/inside-the-fight-to-protect-children-in-civil-war-torn-central-african-republic-1455442499890
https://people.com/politics/inside-central-african-republic-human-rights-crisis-children-starving/
https://www.adweek.com/tvnewser/heres-what-cynthia-mcfadden-wants-you-to-know-about-what-kids-are-experiencing-in-the-central-african-republic/395893
https://www.glamour.com/story/cynthia-mcfadden-went-into-the-triangle-of-death
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2019/03/20/l-accord-de-paix-en-rca-permet-la-liberation-d-enfants-prisonniers-des-milices_5438905_3212.html?fbclid=IwAR01FKbs_tsd4GPh-ra60jP-efm73EcOjtO8uwgLYCqUDIrpKRRZwCZCaAc
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html
http://www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR
https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.html
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Annex A 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS  

 

                                                        
1 Cluster and UNICEF results are the same as UNICEF is the sole provider of therapeutic nutritional inputs in CAR for all partners   

 

 UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

Overall 
needs 

2019  
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 
▲▼ 

 2019 
Target  

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 
▲▼ 

NUTRITION 1        
Children aged 6-59 months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for therapeutic care 43,055 30,570 4,174 1,884 30,570 4,174 1,884 

Recovery rate (%)  >75% >75% 93.52  ≥75% 93.52  

Caregivers of children reached with infant and 
young child feeding counselling 380,269 57,580 9,733 5,422 71,975 12,542 5,422 

HEALTH      

Children under 5 vaccinated 
against measles 700,000 700,000 3,864 3,864 

 
 

People and children under 5 in IDP sites and 
enclaves with access to essential health services 
and medicines. 

82,068 82,068 12,766 4,960 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE  

Crisis-affected people with access to safe water for 
drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 964,606 400,000 98,946 13,091 771,224 224,100 115,613 

Crisis-affected people accessing appropriate 
sanitation facilities 428,900 150,000 7,412 1,619 428,900 106,000 45,000 

Crisis-affected girls/women accessing menstrual 
hygiene management services 210,006 45,000 506 506 

210,000  
 

2,746 506 

CHILD PROTECTION         

Children reached with psychosocial support 
through child friendly spaces  145,000 110,000 35,174 12,509 145,000 58,486 23,538 

Children released from armed forces/groups 
reached with reintegration support  5,550 3,000 554 72 5,550 559 77 

Registered unaccompanied/ separated children 
supported with reunification services 

4,352 1,500 
517 

 
188 4,352 689 254 

Women and children reached with gender-based 
violence prevention and response interventions 

NA 1,500 555 183 NA 
NA 

 
NA 

EDUCATION        

Number of out of school boys and girls (3-17 years) 
in areas affected by crisis out of school accessing 
education 

350,000 120,000 63,610 3,750 160,000 63,610 3,750 

Children received learning materials 1,282,000 442,500 24,447 3,842 590,000 24,447 3842 

Children (boys and girls 3-17 years) attending school 
in a class led by a teacher trained in psychosocial 
support 

1,282,000 442,500 46,860 4,500 600,000 46,860 4500 

# of boys and girls affected by crisis attending 
education in a school that have emergency 
preparedness and response plan"  

1,346,000 157,500 11,760 0 210,00 11,760 0 

RAPID RESPONSE MECHANISM        

Acutely vulnerable people rapidly provided with 
non-food items after a shock 

250,000 160,000 44,705 2,210  

Affected people receiving appropriate WASH 
interventions after a shock 

150,000 70,000 21,363 0  


