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*Funds available include funding received for the current 
appeal year as well as the carry-forward from the previous 
year. 

 
 

Funds received: 
$15,551,616

Carry-Over: 
$11,958,985

Funding Gap: 
31,927,483

2019 funding 
requirement:

$59M

Key Programme Indicators 
Sector/Cluster UNICEF 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

WASH:  Crisis-affected people with 
access to safe water for drinking, 
cooking and personal hygiene 

771,224 225,961 400,000 119,852 

Education: Number of Children 
(boys and girls 3-17yrs) in areas 
affected by crisis accessing 
education 

160,0000 
 

68,071 120,000 68,071 

Health:  People and children under 5 
in IDP sites and enclaves with access 
to essential health services and 
medicines. 

N/A 82,068 26,041 

Nutrition:  Children aged 6-59 
months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for 
therapeutic care 

30,570 7,059 30,570 7,059 

Child protection: Children released 
from armed forces/groups reached 
with reintegration support  

5,550 655 3,000 650 

Registered unaccompanied/ separated 
children supported with reunification 
services 

    

Highlights 
- The security situation in April was calmer than previous months. New 

humanitarian needs mostly relate to IDPs and refugees’ returns, and 
to assessments conducted in areas inaccessible until now. 

- In response to a measles outbreak in the north of the country, 
UNICEF supported a vaccination campaign targeting over 45,000 
children aged 6-59 months in the health districts of Paoua 
(Northwest) and Vakaga (Northeast). 

- With UNICEF support, 4,461 new IDP and returnee children, 
including 2,130 girls, returned to school in crisis-affected areas across 
the country  

- UNICEF and partners ensured the release of 96 children - including 
39 girls - from armed groups in areas surrounding Bangassou and 
Kaga-Bandoro  

- The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) reached 13,169 people with 
Non-Food Items (NFI) and 2,933 with WASH assistance 

 

 
 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS April 2019  

 

30 April 2019 
1.5 million  
# of children in need of humanitarian assistance 

2.9 million  
# of people in need 
(OCHA, March 2019) 

655,000 
# of Internally displaced persons 

(UNHCR, March 2019) 

 

Outside CAR 

598,000 

# of registered CAR refugees 
(UNHCR, March 2019) 
 

 
 
2019 UNICEF Appeal 

US$ 59 million 
Funding status* ($US) 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
The security situation in April was generally calmer than in previous months. As a consequence of the blockage by an 
armed group of the main road linking the capital Bangui to Cameroon, MINUSCA forces intervened on April 5 to dislodge 
the armed elements. The fighting caused an unconfirmed number of local residents to flee.   
 
The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) recorded six alerts, which is the lowest monthly total alerts in six months. New 
humanitarian needs reported in April by the RRM and inter-agency missions mostly relate to IDPs and refugees’ returns, 
and to assessments in areas which were inaccessible up to now.  
 
Thus, for the first time in two years, from 10 to 15 April, an inter-agency assessment mission led by OCHA with UNICEF 
participation managed to access the Alindao-Pombolo-Bangassou axis (Southeast), where 90,000 vulnerable people, 
mainly displaced, live in very difficult conditions with acute multisector needs and mostly without humanitarian 
assistance due to security and access constraints. UNICEF is already working with partners to step up response.  
 
In line with the overall calmer situation, there were 17 incidents against aid workers in CAR in March according to OCHA, 
down from 32 in January, for a first quarter total of 70 (still up from 65 over the same period in 2018). Two aid workers 
were killed in CAR from January to March 2019, and 10 were injured.  
 
From 2 to 9 April, representatives of Humanitarian Fund donor countries (Belgium, Canada, Germany, Ireland, Jersey, 
Switzerland, United Kingdom) visited Central African Republic. The delegation held talks with humanitarian partners, 
authorities, and MINUSCA’s leadership.  The delegation split in two groups and one group visited Bria while the second 
visite Kaga Bandoro.  The visit to Bria included UNICEF’s Education and Child Protection programmes. . 
  

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
UNICEF is a member of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), UN Country Team (UNCT), Security Management Team 
(SMT). UNICEF also participates in the MINUSCA coordination mechanisms such as the Senior Management Group for 
Protection (SMGP) and the Protection from sexual exploitation and abuse Task Force (PSEA TF) to facilitate the delivery 
of humanitarian assistance. UNICEF leads WASH, Nutrition, Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. The 
Government is an active member of the WASH, Nutrition, and Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. The 
national Child Protection Sub-Cluster covers all prefectures directly or indirectly. Nutrition is paired with health and 
works through three Sub-Clusters at the regional level. The Education and WASH Clusters are also functional at the 
regional level. At the Cluster level, UNICEF is an active member of the Health Cluster and, via the RRM coordinator, of 
the Shelter/NFI/Camp Management Cluster. Moreover, UNICEF hosts and coordinates the Rapid Response Mechanism 
(RRM). The RRM Coordinator is a member of the Inter-Cluster Coordination team (ICC) which enables efficient 
coordination between the RRM program and the humanitarian community. Finally, the Cash Working Group, led by 
OCHA has recently been reactivated and UNICEF participates actively.  
 

Humanitarian Strategy  
Working with partners based in the country’s most troubled areas, and using prepositioned essential supplies, UNICEF 
prioritizes child centered life-saving interventions and risk reduction for crisis-affected, displaced and returning people 
in CAR. The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) led by UNICEF carries out multi-sector assessments on new crises, 
provides non-food items and water, sanitation and hygiene support to vulnerable people newly affected by shocks, and 
coordinates with external actors to ensure complementary responses in other essential sectors. The mechanism also 
provides UNICEF and partners with quick and reliable information on the affected populations needs. This allows UNICEF 
to mobilize partners so as to addresses preventable childhood illnesses, malaria, HIV and malnutrition, and provides 
people with access to safe water and improved sanitation facilities. UNICEF focuses on protection needs of children, 
including their release from armed groups and their reunification with their families when separated or unaccompanied, 
and provides the appropriate psychosocial support to children affected by the conflict. UNICEF contributes to providing 
out of school children with access to safe learning spaces and quality education. UNICEF works with line ministries to 
reinforce the Government capacity in the humanitarian coordination, leadership and response. In coordination with 
UNICEF regular programmes, the emergency responses contribute day to day in increasing people’s access to basic 
services. Therefore, UNICEF aims at ensuring the best linkage between its humanitarian and development mandates and 
capacities to ensure the most effective synergy between its emergency and recovery programmes.  
 



   
 

   
 

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response   
Nutrition 
Since January, 7,059 children suffering from Severe acute malnutrition (SAM) were admitted in 520 outpatient 
therapeutic programme (OTP) service points and 47 hospital-based stabilization centres. UNICEF (and cluster) SAM 
treatment results are therefore mostly on track to reach the yearly target of 30,570. In addition, 55,320 children aged 
from 6 to 59 months received Vitamin A, 49,942 aged 12 to 59 months deworming and 11,788 pregnant and lactating 
women were counselled on Community based infant and young child feeding (IYCF).  
 
In April, 36,661 children aged 6 to 59 months were screened. Of these, 1,074 were identified as suffering from SAM and 
1,477 from MAM and received treatment. In addition, 1,811 children were treated for SAM following identification 
through passive screening, for a total monthly result of 2,885 children suffering from SAM treated. The SAM cure rate 
was 93.2 percent in April, and the death rate was 1 percent. A total of 10,919 children aged 6 to 59 months were given 
vitamin A supplementation and 7,128 received deworming treatment. In addition, 2,055 pregnant and lactating women 
were reached with key education and promotion messages on IYCF practices.  
 
Furthermore, Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) partner Action Contre la Faim (ACF) conducted a nutrition rapid survey 
(SMART method) on the main three Internal Displaced Persons (IDP) sites in Kaga-Bandoro (Nana Gribizi, Centre-North), 
MINUSCA, Lazare and Mbela. The survey results for Mbela revealed a critical nutrition situation, with global acute 
malnutrition (GAM) at 15.1 per cent and SAM at 3.5 per cent.  Response plan was established by UNICEF and partners 
which include scaling up treatment of SAM and MAM cases (in April 21 SAM and 89 MAM treated) through the 
establishment of an OTP site; food distribution and Blanket Supplementary Feeding Program (BSFP) for children 
between 6-23 months. 
 
Health 
In response to a measles outbreak in the north of the country, UNICEF supported a vaccination campaign targeting 
34,000 children aged 6-59 months in the health districts of Paoua (northwest) and 11,092 in Vakaga (Northeast). Partial 
results indicate that 13,898 children were vaccinated, including 12,025 in Paoua and 1,873 in Vakaga. Full results will be 
reported in the next sitrep.  
 
 UNICEF-supported primary health projects in areas affected by the crisis in Ouaka and Nana Gribizi prefectures reported 
13,275 cases treated for major childhood diseases in April. This included 40% of malaria cases, 33% of acute respiratory 
infections and 27% of diarrhea. 
 
HIV & AIDS 
The UNICEF HIV unit organized a technical support mission to the Paoua health district. 17 HIV positive adolescents were 
trained on positive life. Eight pre-teens and 11 adolescents took part in the monthly meeting of the antiretroviral therapy 
(ART) observance Club "E Bata Guigui" in Bossangoa. 14 new cases of children born to HIV-positive mothers and 51 new 
cases of pregnant women diagnosed with HIV and placed under antiretroviral (ARV) in emergency zones (health regions 
3, 4, 5 and 6). On 18 and 19 April, with support from its Regional Office, UNICEF held a workshop on the "All IN" initiative 
for about 50 participants from the Ministries of Health, Social Affairs, National Education, Youth, as well as Civil Society 
Organizations and UN agencies.  
 
WASH 
UNICEF continued to respond to WASH emergencies linked to conflict and epidemics. As part of its WASH strategy 
UNICEF partners distributed water purification sachets to 2,031 households (about 11,170 people) in Bocaranga (Ouham, 
West) in response to the hepatitis E epidemic, in Dissoukou (Nana Gribizi, Centre-North) due to a continuing outbreak of 
bloody diarrhea, and in several conflict-affected localities on the Bambari-Alindao-Pombolo axis in the Southeast. Also 
in response to the hepatitis E epidemic, partner ACF drilled 11 new boreholes in the Bocaranga area.  
 
In Bangassou (Southeast), the provision of drinking water for 1,736 IDPs on the Evêché site continued. In the same area, 
UNICEF partner Eau et Assainissement pour l'Afrique (EAA) manually drilled 11 functional boreholes, and in Kaga 
Bandoro, Agence Nationale pour l’Eau et l'Assainissement (ANEA) rehabilitated of 4 boreholes, in total serving around 



   
 

   
 

8,000 people including IDPs, returnees, host community members and primary school pupils. In Bambari, Caritas built 
28 emergency latrines on IDP sites to provide access to basic sanitation for about 772 people.  
 
As part of the first 2019 allocation of the Humanitarian Fund, $2,9 million have been allocated to 11 projects by WASH 
cluster members. These projects will target 20 sub prefectures and 211,000 people in need in crisis-affected areas. 

 
Education 
In April, 27 Temporary Learning Spaces (TLS) and three formal schools were destroyed by strong winds affecting more 
than 10,000 students in Batangafo, Kaga-Bandoro and Bria. UNICEF supported the Ministry of Education for the 
rehabilitation of theses infrastructures. With UNICEF support, all of 10,000 students were able to get schooling and 
started preparing the year-end examinations.  
 
UNICEF has also begun the implementation of the Global Partnership for Education (GPE) in the Ouham, Ouham-Pende, 
Nana-Mambere, Mambere-Kadei and Sangha-Mbaere prefectures (West). This enabled the payment of allowances to 
more than 300 formal teachers in these areas.  
 
In addition, 4,461 new IDP and returnee children, including 2,130 girls, returned to school in crisis affected areas across 
the country thanks to UNICEF partners IDEAL, Caritas, War Child, and among them, 400 returnee children (including 182 
girls) from Bakouma (Haut Mbomou) received learning materials. 
 
Child Protection  
In April, 96 children including 39 girls were released from armed groups in Bangassou and Kaga-Bandoro during 
verification missions by MIINUSCA and UNICEF partners Intersos and Vision & Development. These children will go 
through profiling and benefit from medical reference, psychosocial support, family reunification and socio-economic 
reintegration.  
 
In April 3,593 crisis-affected children, including 1,528 girls, were newly admitted in 42 child-friendly spaces (CFS) in 9 of 
the country’s 16 prefectures (Ombella Mpoko, Ouaka, Basse Kotto, Haute Kotto, Mbomou, Haut Mbomou, Ouham 
Pende, Ouham, Bamingui Bangoran) to benefit from psychosocial, recreational and educational activities. A total of 251 
unaccompanied and separated children, including 118 girls, were newly registered by UNICEF partners across the country. 
These children are placed in foster families while family tracing to find their biological families is being carried out. 
  
120 cases of gender-based violence (GBV) against girls and boys, including 50 cases of rape, 41 other forms of sexual 
assault and abuse, 5 child marriages, 1 female genital mutilation (FGM) and 23 other cases of GBV were registered and 
documented across the country. These children received assistance, including medical assistance, psychosocial support 
and hygiene kits by UNICEF partners, Esperance, Caritas Bangui, War Child, COOPI, JRS, Bethanie and Vision & 
Development.  
 
Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) 
April was quiet compared to previous months, with six new alerts. One exploratory mission (MEX) and four multi-sector 
assessments (MSAs) were conducted, including two relating to spontaneous refugee returns from Cameroon and Chad, 
based on alerts reported last month.  
 
Three non-food items (NFI) distributions were carried out benefitting a total of 13,169 individuals, including 3,283 
children under five. The NFI intervention in Pouloubou (Basse Kotto, Centre-South), which targeted 1,120 households, is 
to be highlighted as the area had not been accessible for the last two years due to acute insecurity. Finally, 9 villages near 
Kambakota (Ouham, Northwest) benefited from a joint NFI/WASH intervention, in which 1,310 NFI kits (including dignity 
kits for women) were distributed.   
 
In April, RRM partners provided WASH assistance to a total of 2,933 returnees, IDPs and host community members 
through the rehabilitation of four water points, the distribution of 700 home water treatment kits and hygiene promotion 
sessions.  
 
 



   
 

   
 

Media and External Communication 
During the reporting period, the external communication team facilitated a visit to CAR for a New York Times team 
(reporter and photographer). They visited the Bangui pediatric hospital and UNICEF took them on a field trip to Bambari, 
from where they traveled to severely crisis-affected areas to visit UNICEF-funded humanitarian response activities. The 
external communication team also supported the country office’s presence to the “Health fair” organized by the Ministry 
of health and held on 25 April in Pissa, near Bangui. At the fair, the CAR’s President announced his commitment to bring 
universal healthcare to the country. On 23 April, anniversary of CAR’s ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, UNICEF CAR issued a press release that calls upon the government to pass the Child Protection Code into law. 
 
Funding   
In April, a generous contribution from the European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection 

department (ECHO) was received to support the new phase of the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM). ECHO has been 
one of the RRM’s main donors since the program’s inception. Generous contributions from the United States Fund for 
UNICEF and the Kingdom of Denmark were also received to support UNICEF’s humanitarian response to the CAR crisis 
under the 2019 appeal.  
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 2019) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available* Funding gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  10,200,000 668,444 4,352,130 5,179,426 51% 

Health & HIV/AIDS 3,800,000 178,4441 309,815 3,311,741 87% 
Water, Sanitation, 
Hygiene 

8,400,000 1,178,444 455,544 6,766,012 81% 

Child Protection 8,700,000 1,612,700 1,746,541 5,340,759 61% 

Education 11,000,000 178,444 714,233 10,107,323 92% 
Rapid Response 
Mechanism 

15,400,000 11,735,1402 4,102,944  0% 

Cluster/sector 
Coordination 

1,500,000 0 277,778 1,222,222 81% 

Total 59,000,000 15,551,616 11,958,985 31,927,483 54% 
      * Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UNICEF CAR: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html    
UNICEF CAR Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR 
UNICEF CAR Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR  
UNICEF CAR Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.htm 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                        
1 Mistakenly reported as 1,178,844 last month. 
2 Includes Global Humanitarian Thematic funds temporarily allocated to the RRM until further dispatch to other sectors based on emerging new 
response needs. 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Christine Muhigana 
Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel : +236 7055 0205 
Email : cmuhigana@unicef.org 

 
 

 

Olivier Corbet 
Chief Emergency & Field Operations 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7007 5710 
Email: ocorbet@unicef.org 
 
 

Paolo Marchi 
Deputy Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 0206 
Email: pmarchi@unicef.org 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eeYFtc4r8uWhJsR88XqqBLpI0CApnRoD/view
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html
http://www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR
https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.html


   
 

   
 

 
Annex A 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS  

 
 
 

                                                        
3 Cluster and UNICEF results are the same as UNICEF is the sole provider of therapeutic nutritional inputs in CAR for all partners   
4 According to the last month Sitrep, it should be 24,296. However, the total cumulative number of beneficiaries has been rectified following a 
mistake from the data base in March.  

 

 

 UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

Overall 
needs 

2019  
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 
▲▼ 

 2019 
Target  

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 
▲▼ 

NUTRITION 3        
Children aged 6-59 months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for therapeutic care 

43,055 30,570  7,059 2,885 30,570 7,059 2,885 

Recovery rate (%)  >75%  >75%  93.16  ≥75% 93.16  

Caregivers of children reached with infant and young 
child feeding counselling 

380,269 57,580 11,788 2,055 71,975 19,097 6,906 

HEALTH      

Children under 5 vaccinated 
against measles 

700,000 700,000 13,898 13,898  
 

People and children under 5 in IDP sites and enclaves 
with access to essential health services and medicines. 

82,068 82,068 26,041 13,275 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE  

Crisis-affected people with access to safe water for 
drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 

964,606 400,000 119,852 20,906 771,224 255,961 31,848 

Crisis-affected people accessing appropriate sanitation 
facilities 

428,900 150,000 8,184 772 428,900 137,563 31,563 

Crisis-affected girls/women accessing menstrual 
hygiene management services 

210,006 45,000 506 0 210,000  
 

2,746 0 

CHILD PROTECTION         

Children reached with psychosocial support through 
child friendly spaces  

145,000 110,000 38,767 3,593  145,000 75,218 
 

16,732  

Children released from armed forces/groups reached 
with reintegration support  

5,550 3,000 650 96 5,550 655 96  

Registered unaccompanied/ separated children 
supported with reunification services 

4,352 1,500 768 
 

251  4,352 1,058 369  

Women and children reached with gender-based 
violence prevention and response interventions 

NA 1,500 675 120  NA NA 
 

NA 

EDUCATION        

Number of Children (boys and girls 3-17 years) in areas 
affected by crisis out of school accessing education 

350,000 120,000 68,071 4,461 160,000 68,071 4,461 

Children received learning materials 1,282,000 442,500 24,847 400 590,000 24,877 400 

Children (boys and girls 3-17 years) attending school in 
a class led by a teacher trained in psychosocial support 

1,282,000 442,500 46,860 0 600,000 46,860 4500 

# of boys and girls affected by crisis attending 
education in a school that have emergency 
preparedness and response plan"  

1,346,000 157,500 11,760 0 210,00 11,760 01 

RAPID RESPONSE MECHANISM        

Acutely vulnerable people rapidly provided with non-
food items after a shock 

250,000 250,000 57,874 13,169  

Affected people receiving appropriate WASH 
interventions after a shock 

150,000 150,000 22,1484 
 

2,933  


