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Key Programme Indicators 
Sector/Cluster UNICEF 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

WASH:  Crisis-affected people with 
access to safe water for drinking, 
cooking and personal hygiene 

771,224 307,724 400,000 169,615 

Education: Number of Children 
(boys and girls 3-17yrs) in areas 
affected by crisis accessing 
education 

160,0000 
 

69,771 120,000 69,771 

Health:  People and children under 5 
in IDP sites and enclaves with access 
to essential health services and 
medicines. 

N/A 82,068 55,064 

Nutrition:  Children aged 6-59 
months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for 
therapeutic care 

30,570 9,129 30,570 9,129 

Child protection: Children released 
from armed forces/groups reached 
with reintegration support  

5,550 760 3,000 755 

 

Highlights 
- Between 19 and 21 May, 49 people were killed in simultaneous 

attacks by an armed group in four villages in the North-West of CAR. 
UNICEF started the implementation of a coordinated response in 
child protection, education and health in three different areas.   
 

- On 29 May, the Ministry of Health and Population reported two cases 
of poliovirus in Bambari as well as Bimbo on the outskirts of Bangui, 
and officially declared the epidemic. UNICEF, WHO and the Ministry 
are organizing a series of response campaigns in the affected health 
districts.  

 

- In May, 105 children (48 girls) were released from armed groups in 
Bangassou and Kaga-Bandoro. 

- The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) conducted the year’s first 
voucher-based Non-Food Items (NFI) fair. Coupled with a WASH 
intervention, the fair benefitted 698 households (3,653 individuals) in 
a heavily conflict-affected area 10km North of Kaga Bandoro. 
 

 
 

 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

May 2019  

 

30 May 2019 
1.5 million  
# of children in need of humanitarian assistance 

2.9 million  
# of people in need 
(OCHA, March 2019) 

612,025 
# of Internally displaced persons 

(OCHA, April 2019) 

 

Outside CAR 

605.046 

# of registered CAR refugees 
(UNHCR, May 2019) 

 
 
2019 UNICEF Appeal 

US$ 59 million 
Funding status* ($US) UNICEF’s Response with Partners 

 

© UNICEFCAR/2019/Matous 

 

Funds received: 
$16,932,801

Carry-Over: 
$11,958,985

Funding Gap: 

$30,444,556

2019 funding 
requirement:

$59M
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
Between 19 and 21 May, 49 people were killed in simultaneous attacks organized by an armed group in the villages of 
Koundjili and Lemouna, (42 and 52 km west of Paoua) and Bohong and Maikolo (70 km from Bouar), according to the 
peacekeeping mission MINUSCA. About 12,000 people moved into the bush, to Pougol and Pende (Paoua area) and to 
Bouar. Most of them were children. UNICEF immediately organized a Child Protection response coordinated between 
its Bangui, Bouar and Bossangoa offices. A child protection emergency response team composed of UNICEF, War Child 
and Caritas staff was deployed to Paoua on 25 May and carried out a first mission to the villages of Koundjili and Lemouna. 
At the same time, according to initial available data, more than 1,200 displaced children arrived in Bouar. Several of them 
were separated or unaccompanied. These displacements occurred while 722 of these children were scheduled to take 
their end-of-year exams. A Bangui emergency team is preparing to support the Bouar Zonal Office with Education and 
Child Protection activities. Stocks of health supplies and recreational kits were sent by road to Bossangoa, Paoua and 
Bouar, and the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) was also put on alert.  
 
On 29 May, following the confirmation of vaccine-derived cases of poliovirus (PV2) on two three-year-old children in 
Bambari (Ouaka, Center) and Bimbo (outskirts of Bangui) the Ministry of Health and Population declared a polio 
epidemic. Investigations show that these children have never been vaccinated against polio. The Ministry announced 
that this poliovirus type 2 outbreak is a public health emergency of national scope. UNICEF, WHO and the Ministry of 
Health and Population are organizing a series of response campaigns in the affected health districts.  
 
Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
UNICEF is a member of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), UN Country Team (UNCT), Security Management Team 
(SMT). UNICEF also participates in the MINUSCA coordination mechanisms such as the Senior Management Group for 
Protection (SMGP) and the Protection from sexual exploitation and abuse Task Force (PSEA TF) to strengthen the 
delivery of humanitarian assistance. UNICEF leads WASH, Nutrition, Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. 
The Government is an active member of the WASH, Nutrition, and Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. 
The national Child Protection Sub-Cluster covers all prefectures directly or indirectly. Nutrition is paired with health and 
works through three Sub-Clusters at the regional level. The Education and WASH Clusters are also functional at the 
regional level. At the Cluster level, UNICEF is an active member of the Health Cluster and, via the RRM coordinator, of 
the Shelter/NFI/Camp Management Cluster. Moreover, UNICEF hosts and coordinates the Rapid Response Mechanism 
(RRM). The RRM Coordinator is a member of the Inter-Cluster Coordination team (ICC) which enables efficient 
coordination between the RRM program and the humanitarian community. Finally, the Cash Working Group, led by 
OCHA has recently been reactivated and UNICEF participates actively.  
 
Humanitarian Strategy  
Working with partners based in the country’s most troubled areas, and using prepositioned essential supplies, UNICEF 
prioritizes child centered life-saving interventions and risk reduction for crisis-affected, displaced and returning people 
in CAR. The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) led by UNICEF carries out multi-sector assessments on new crises, 
provides non-food items and water, sanitation and hygiene support to vulnerable people newly affected by shocks, and 
coordinates internally as well as with external actors to ensure complementary responses in other essential sectors. The 
mechanism also provides UNICEF and partners with quick and reliable information on the affected populations needs. 
This allows UNICEF to mobilize partners to address preventable childhood illnesses, malaria, HIV and malnutrition. 
UNICEF focuses on the protection needs of children, including their release from armed groups and reunification with 
their families when separated or unaccompanied, and provides the appropriate psychosocial support to children affected 
by the conflict. UNICEF contributes to providing out of school children with access to safe learning spaces and quality 
education. UNICEF works with line ministries to reinforce the Government’s capacity in humanitarian coordination, 
leadership and response. In coordination with UNICEF development programs, the emergency response contributes day 
to day to increase people’s access to basic services in line with the commitment to strengthen the humanitarian-
development continuum.  
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response   
Nutrition 
Since January, 9,129 children suffering from Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) were admitted in 520 Outpatient 
Therapeutic Program (OTP) service points and 47 Stabilization Centres (SC).  In addition, 58,869 children aged from 6 to 
59 months received Vitamin A, 53,000 aged 12 to 59 months deworming and 24,827 pregnant and lactating women were 
counselled on infant and young child feeding (IYCF) by nutrition cluster partners, including 13,039 by UNICEF partners. 
The SAM cure rate was 92.63 percent, the death rate was 1.2 percent and the defaulter rate was 4.76 percent, all of which 
are above the SPHERE minimum standards.  
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In May, 5,542 children aged 6 to 59 months were screened for mid-upper arm circumference (MUAC) nationwide. Of 
these, 98 and 141 children were identified as suffering from SAM and Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM), respectively, 
and treated in OTP, In-patient Therapeutic Programme (ITP) and Targeted Supplementary Feeding Programmes. A total 
of 934 children aged 6 to 59 months received vitamin A supplementation and 1,045 deworming treatment. In addition, 
1,251pregnant and lactating women were reached with key education and promotion messages on infant and young 
child feeding (IYCF) practices nationally. 
 
Health 
Mobile clinics and outpatient activities were carried out for conflict-affected areas Paoua, Bohong (Northwest), Kaga 
Bandoro and Bambari with 29,023 under five children receiving curative care with the support of UNICEF and other 
partners (WHO and NGOs) in the reporting period. The main diseases were malaria (46%), acute respiratory infections 
(30%) and diarrhea (24%).  
 
CAR is currently affected by a poliomyelitis epidemic derived from vaccinal type 2 strain in Bambari and Bimbo districts. 
The epidemic was officially announced by the Ministry of Health and Population on 29 May. The outbreak response is 
ongoing, led by the Ministry of Health emergency team with the support of UNICEF, WHO and other partners including 
a vaccination campaign (round 0) targeting 71,465 children (zero to 59 months). To support the response, UNICEF 
regional office deployed several surge staff to CAR as soon as the cases were reported.  
 
HIV & AIDS 
126 HIV positive adolescents attended their monthly meeting for psychosocial support in Carnot, Paoua, Bossangoa 
while 70 HIV positive children (10-19 years) and 19 parents in Kaga-Bandoro were trained on HIV and other sexually-
transmitted infections (STIs) to strengthen their knowledge and support adherence to treatment. Following the roadmap 
for the Dakar appeal reflected in the National Operational Plan for the Acceleration of HIV Care for Children and 
Adolescents in CAR 2017-2020, UNICEF organized a workshop on accelerating HIV care for children and adolescents with 
the Bambari Health District team which led to the revision of the 2019 District HIV Plan to adapt strategies. In Bangui, 
the life skills of 95 adolescents and 34 parents were strengthened on HIV and STIs, while 170 participated in monthly 
social support activities at the UNICEF office. Finally, 26 children born of HIV-positive mothers were placed under ARV 
prophylaxis in emergency areas (sanitary regions 3 and 4) in May 2019. 
 
WASH 
In May, UNICEF continued the distribution of drinking water by water trucking in Bocaranga and Bangassou for 14,840 
people, distribution of water purification sachets (PUR) as part of the fight against HVE in Bocaranga and Ngaoundaye 
for 24,423 people. Twenty-one boreholes were also repaired in Paoua and Kaga-Bandoro, benefitting 10,500 people. 
 
Hygiene promotion activities were carried out in Ouham and Ouham Pendé prefectures, Bambari, Bakala, Ippy (Ouaka, 
Centre) and Bangassou (Mbomou, Southeast). A total of 48,517 people was reached, as well as 35 health centre directors 
from Nana Gribizi prefecture In addition, 8 hygiene clubs in 8 schools in Paoua were set up. In Bangassou, 900 IDPs from 
the Eveché site newly gained access to gender-segregated emergency sanitation facilities through the construction of 3 
blocks of 6 latrines and the rehabilitation of 10 blocks of 6 latrines and 31 showers.  
 
To date UNICEF WASH results represent 40% of the HAC’s yearly target for water and 32% for sanitation.  
 
Education 
In May, UNICEF provided technical assistance to the Ministry of Education for the design of the Education Sector Plan 
2020-2029, led by the World Bank. UNICEF ensured that the concepts of emergency preparedness and response as well 
as protective environment were included as key dimension of this strategic policy document.   
 
In addition, 1,700 school-aged IDP children, from preschool to high school, including 750 girls, newly gained access to 
school thanks to UNICEF action and received learning materials in Nana-Mambere. Most had recently arrived from 
Ouham Pende following the massacres in Paoua area. As a consequence of displacement, many of them did not sit for 
the end-of-year primary examinations. An evaluation is ongoing to help organize catch-up courses and reschedule the 
examinations. 
 
Child Protection 
In May, 105 children (48 girls) were released from armed groups in Bangassou and Kaga-Bandoro. These children will 
benefit from reintegration activities provided by UNICEF partners. During the reporting period, armed groups handed 
over a list of 953 children (268 girls and 685 boys) to UNICEF and MINUSCA in Bangassou. The verification phase for 
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these children is ongoing. In addition, 7,811 crisis-affected children (3,399 girls) were newly admitted in 46 child-friendly 
spaces in eight prefectures to benefit from psychosocial activities. 46 unaccompanied and separated children (19 girls) 
were registered and placed in foster families while family tracing is being carried out. During the period, 122 
unaccompanied and separated children registered  (56 girls) were also reunified with their families. 148 cases of gender-
based violence (GBV) against girls and boys, including 62 cases of rape, 56 other forms of sexual assault and abuse (such 
as rape attempt, harassment and forced marriage), 3 child marriages, and 27 other cases of GBV were registered. All the 
concerned children received assistance.  
 
Two high-level visits also took place in May. From 30 April to 5 May, Special Representative of the Secretary General 
(SRSG) on children associated with armed groups (CAAC) Virginia Gamba, visited CAR at the invitation of the President. 
Her mission was supported by MINUSCA and UNICEF. She met with the President, Prime Minister, representatives of 
armed groups, the diplomatic community and keys actors in Bangui and in Kaga Bandoro. She also met children formerly 
associated with armed groups and visited reintegration activities implemented by UNICEF partners, including vocational 
training (manual borehole drilling technics, installation and reparation of hand pumps, and bakery). During her visit, the 
SRSG advocated for the adoption of the draft child protection code, which includes provisions on criminalizing the 
recruitment of children and other grave child rights violations. From 27 to 31 May, SRSG on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
Ratna Patten, visited CAR and met with members of the government, parliamentarians, judiciary authorities and civil 
society actors. At the end of her visit, she signed a joint statement with the Minister of Foreign Affairs highlighting the 
commitment of the UN and the CAR Government to fight against conflict-related sexual violence. The statement 
reflected the Government’s commitment to community participation, the fight against impunity, victims’ access to care, 
security and protection services. The UN pledged to provide expertise, mobilize government partners and generally 
support the implementation of the joint statement. 
  
Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) 
Out of the six alerts published by the RRM in May two concerned the Paoua area massacres mentioned in the first section 
of this report. Two multi-sector assessments (MSAs) were conducted in the South-East of the country in Mobaye area 
following displacements resulting from renewed tensions and clashes between armed groups. In terms of humanitarian 
assistance, four NFI and two WASH interventions were conducted. UNICEF partner ACF provided assistance to 9,215 
returnees and spontaneous returnees from Chad in Maitikoulou (Ouham, Northwest). In Gadzi (Mambere-Kadei, West) 
920 households both returnees and IDPs and 690 returnee households in Baoro (Nana Mambere, West) received non-
food items (NFIs). In the South-East, UNICEF partner ACTED organized a NFI distribution to assist 2,164 new IDPs in 
Zemio. Finally, UNICEF partner Solidarités International conducted the year’s first voucher-based NFI fair together with 
a WASH intervention, benefitting 698 households (3,653 individuals) in Goddo, 10km North of Kaga Bandoro. In May, a 
total of 20,788 vulnerable crisis-affected children and their family members therefore benefited from NFIs and 5,664 
from WASH assistance. 
 
Funding   
In May, UNICEF CAR received a contribution from the DFID-funded Humanitarian Reform program from the regional 
office. These funds will increase the use and coordination of cash-based programming in humanitarian settings and to 
strengthen accountability to affected population mechanisms.  
 
Generous contributions from the United States Fund for UNICEF and Ireland were also received to support UNICEF’s 
humanitarian response to the CAR crisis under the 2019 HAC appeal. 
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Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 2019) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available* Funding gap 

Funds 
Received 

Current Year 
Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  10,200,000 1,501,370 4,352,130 4,346,499 43% 

Health & HIV/AIDS 3,800,000 178,444 309,815 3,311,741 87% 

Water, Sanitation, 
Hygiene 

8,400,000 1,178,444 455,544 6,766,012 81% 

Child Protection 8,700,000 1,807,700 1,746,541 5,145,759 59% 

Education 11,000,000 633,444 714,233 9,652,323 88% 

Rapid Response 
Mechanism 

15,400,000 11,633,398 4,102,944  0% 

Cluster/sector 
Coordination 

1,500,000 0 277,778 1,222,222 81% 

Total 59,000,000 16,932,801  11,958,985 30,444,556 52% 
      * Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 

 
 
UNICEF CAR: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html    
UNICEF CAR Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR 
UNICEF CAR Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR  
UNICEF CAR Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.htm 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Christine Muhigana 
Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel : +236 7055 0205 
Email : cmuhigana@unicef.org 

 
 

 

Olivier Corbet 
Chief Emergency & Field Operations 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7007 5710 
Email: ocorbet@unicef.org 
 
 

Paolo Marchi 
Deputy Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 0206 
Email: pmarchi@unicef.org 
 
 

http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html
http://www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR
https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.html
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Annex A 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS  

 
 
 

 

 

                                                        
1 Cluster and UNICEF results are the same as UNICEF is the sole provider of therapeutic nutritional inputs in CAR for all partners   
1 Sub-cluster and UNICEF results are the same, as sub-cluster members are currently all UNICEF partners. 

                                                        

 

 UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

Overall 
needs 

2019  
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 
▲▼ 

 2019 
Target  

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 
▲▼ 

NUTRITION 1        
Children aged 6-59 months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for therapeutic care 

43,055 30,570  9,129 2,070 30,570 9,129 2,070 

Recovery rate (%)  >75%  >75%  92.63  ≥75% 92.63  

Caregivers of children reached with infant and young 
child feeding counselling 

380,269 57,580 13,039 1,251 71,975 24,827 5,730 

HEALTH      

Children under 5 vaccinated against measles 700,000 700,000 13,898 13,898  
 

People and children under 5 in IDP sites and enclaves 
with access to essential health services and medicines. 

82,068 82,068 55,064 29,023 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE  

Crisis-affected people with access to safe water for 
drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 

964,606 400,000 169,615 49,763 771,224 307,724 51,763 

Crisis-affected people accessing appropriate sanitation 
facilities 

428,900 150,000 9,084 900 428,900 138,463 900 

Crisis-affected girls/women accessing menstrual 
hygiene management services 

210,000 45,000 506 0 210,000  
 

2,746 0 

CHILD PROTECTION         

Children reached with psychosocial support through 
child friendly spaces  

145,000 110,000 45,978 7,811  145,000i 85,975 
 

10,757  

Children released from armed forces/groups reached 
with reintegration support  

5,550 3,000 755 105 5,550 760 105  

Registered unaccompanied/ separated children 
supported with reunification services 

4,352 1,500 890 
 

122  4,352 1,180 122  

Women and children reached with gender-based 
violence prevention and response interventions 

NA 1,500 823 148  NA NA 
 

NA 

EDUCATION        

Number of Children (boys and girls 3-17 years) in areas 
affected by crisis out of school accessing education 

350,000 120,000 69,771 1,700 160,000 69,771 1,700 

Children received learning materials 1,282,000 442,500 26,547 1,700 590,000 26777 1,700 

Children (boys and girls 3-17 years) attending school in 
a class led by a teacher trained in psychosocial support 

1,282,000 442,500 46,860 0 600,000 46,860 0 

# of boys and girls affected by crisis attending 
education in a school that have emergency 
preparedness and response plan"  

1,346,000 157,500 11,760 0 210,00 11,760 0 

RAPID RESPONSE MECHANISM        

Acutely vulnerable people rapidly provided with non-
food items after a shock 

250,000 250,000 78,662 20,788  

Affected people receiving appropriate WASH 
interventions after a shock 

150,000 150,000 27,812 
 

5,664  


