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Key Programme Indicators 
Sector/Cluster UNICEF 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

WASH:  Crisis-affected people with 
access to safe water for drinking, 
cooking and personal hygiene 

771,224 410,313 400,000 183,905 

Education: Number of Children 
(boys and girls 3-17yrs) in areas 
affected by crisis accessing 
education 

160,0000 90,338 120,000 69,771 

Health:  People and children under 5 
in IDP sites and enclaves with access 
to essential health services and 
medicines. 

N/A 82,068 65,389 

Nutrition:  Children aged 6-59 
months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for 
therapeutic care 

30,570 11,967 30,570 11,967 

Child protection: Children released 
from armed forces/groups reached 
with reintegration support  

5,550 947 3,000 942 

 

Highlights 
 

 During this first semester, nearly 184,000 crisis-affected people 
gained access to safe water for drinking, cooking and personal 
hygiene; nearly 70,000 out of school children (boys and girls 3-17 
years) gained access to education in areas highly affected by crises 
and, nearly 50,000 children highly affected by the crisis received 
psychosocial support through child friendly spaces, and the RRM 
assisted over 116,000 people with essential household items and 
35,000 with access to clean water. 
 

 More than 79,000 children under five were vaccinated against polio 
in response to the epidemic declared on 29 May. 

 
 A new measles outbreak was reported in June in Ouandago area on 

the Kaga-Bandoro-Kabo axis  

 
 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 30 June 2019  
 

30 June 2019 
1.5 million  
# of children in need of humanitarian assistance 

2.9 million  
# of people in need 
(OCHA, March 2019) 

613,031 
# of Internally displaced persons 
(OCHA, May 2019) 
 

Outside CAR 

604,515 
# of registered CAR refugees 
(UNHCR, June 2019) 

 
 
2019 UNICEF Appeal 

US$ 59 million 
 
Funding status* ($US) 
 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners 

© UNICEFCAR/2019/Matous 

 
2019 funding 
requirement: 

$59M 
 



Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
Following the killing of 34 civilians1 by an armed group in the area between Bocaranga and Paoua (Northwest) reported 
last month, the security situation has somewhat normalized following the "Harmmer" military operations and 
negotiations led by MINUSCA, the peacekeeping force, allowing almost all the 12,000 people who had fled to return 
home. Response by UNICEF and partners continued in June in the Child protection, education, WASH and NFI sectors.  
 
From 19 to23 June humanitarian actors based in Kaga Bandoro, including UNICEF, visited Mbrès sub-prefecture (Nana 
Gribizi, Centre), an area heavily affected by violence and destruction in mid-2018. According to the mission, almost all 
the area’s 27,000 people have returned home. Despite an improvement in the security situation which has allowed 
humanitarian actors to intervene since early 2019, acute needs remain in the health, nutrition, NFI, WASH and education 
sectors. The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) is planning a new intervention in the area.  
 
On 29 June, a tripartite agreement was signed between the governments of CAR, Cameroon and UNHCR to facilitate 
repatriation of CAR refugees. According to UNHCR, about 20% of Cameroon’s currently 285,000 refugees from CAR have 
expressed their willingness to return home.  
 
On 30 June, a new measles outbreak was reported in Ouandago area on the Kaga-Bandoro-Kabo axis (Nana-Gribizi, 
Centre), as 15 samples sent for analysis on 28 June tested positive. This is the second measles outbreak in CAR in 3-4 
months, and UNICEF is preparing to support the response. 
 
Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
UNICEF is a member of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), UN Country Team (UNCT), Security Management Team 
(SMT). UNICEF also participates in the MINUSCA coordination mechanisms such as the Senior Management Group for 
Protection (SMGP) and the Protection from sexual exploitation and abuse Task Force (PSEA TF) to strengthen the 
delivery of humanitarian assistance. UNICEF leads WASH, Nutrition, Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. 
The Government is an active member of the WASH, Nutrition, and Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. 
The national Child Protection Sub-Cluster covers all prefectures directly or indirectly. Nutrition is paired with health and 
works through three Sub-Clusters at the regional level. The Education and WASH Clusters are also functional at the 
regional level. At the Cluster level, UNICEF is an active member of the Health Cluster and, via the RRM coordinator, of 
the Shelter/NFI/Camp Management Cluster. Moreover, UNICEF hosts and coordinates the Rapid Response Mechanism 
(RRM). The RRM Coordinator is a member of the Inter-Cluster Coordination team (ICC) which enables efficient 
coordination between the RRM program and the humanitarian community. Finally, the Cash Working Group, led by 
OCHA has recently been reactivated and UNICEF participates actively.  
 
Humanitarian Strategy  
Working with partners based in the country’s most troubled areas, and using prepositioned essential supplies, UNICEF 
prioritizes child centered life-saving interventions and risk reduction for crisis-affected, displaced and returning people 
in CAR. The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) led by UNICEF carries out multi-sector assessments on new crises, 
provides non-food items and water, sanitation and hygiene support to vulnerable people newly affected by shocks, and 
coordinates internally as well as with external actors to ensure complementary responses in other essential sectors. The 
mechanism also provides UNICEF and partners with quick and reliable information on the affected populations needs. 
This allows UNICEF to mobilize partners to address preventable childhood illnesses, malaria, HIV and malnutrition. 
UNICEF focuses on the protection needs of children, including their release from armed groups and reunification with 
their families when separated or unaccompanied, and provides the appropriate psychosocial support to children affected 
by the conflict. UNICEF contributes to providing out of school children with access to safe learning spaces and quality 
education. UNICEF works with line ministries to reinforce the Government’s capacity in humanitarian coordination, 
leadership and response. In coordination with UNICEF development programs, the emergency response contributes day 
to day to increase people’s access to basic services in line with the commitment to strengthen the humanitarian-
development continuum.  
 
Summary Analysis of Programme Response   
Nutrition 
Since January, 11,967 children suffering from Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) were admitted in 520 Outpatient 
Therapeutic Program (OTP) service points and 47 Stabilization Centres (SC). This amounts to 39 per cent of the HAC 
target. In addition, 68,808 children aged from 6 to 59 months received Vitamin A, 58,439 aged 12 to 59 months 
deworming treatment and 26,755 pregnant and lactating women were counselled on infant and young child feeding 
(IYCF) by nutrition cluster partners, including 14,364 by UNICEF partners. Since the beginning of the year, the SAM cure 
                                                        
1 MINUSCA press release, 1, June 2019:  https://bit.ly/2GqTzSw  



rate is 93.15 percent, the death rate 1.27 percent, the non-response rate 1.36% and the defaulter rate 4.22 percent, all of 
which is above the SPHERE minimum standards.  
 
In June, 28,470 children aged 6 to 59 months were screened for mid-upper arm circumference (MUAC) nationwide. Of 
these, 2,838 children were identified as suffering from SAM, and 652 from Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM), and 
treated in OTP, In-patient Therapeutic Programme (ITP) and Targeted Supplementary Feeding Programmes. A total of 
10,771 children aged 6 to 59 months received vitamin A supplementation and 6,373 deworming treatment. In addition, 
1,928 pregnant and lactating women were reached with key education and promotion messages on infant and young 
child feeding (IYCF) practices nationally. Furthermore, UNICEF supported a training of trainers for 25 partners on the 
national protocol of Community Management of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM) and an Intercluster training on Nutrition 
for 30 participants. 
 
Health 
CAR is currently affected by a poliomyelitis epidemic derived from vaccinal type 2 strain in Bambari (Ouaka, Centre) and 
Bimbo (southwestern outskirts of Bangui). An outbreak response is ongoing and led by the Ministry of Health and 
Population with support from UNICEF, WHO and other partners. The round 0f a vaccination campaign (mVPO2 vaccine) 
was carried out from 16 to 18 June 2019. As a result, out of 71,524 targeted children under five, 79,010 were vaccinated 
against polio (110 percent of the administrative coverage). The round 1 and 2 will take place in the following months. 
 
In Ouham-Pende, Nana-Mambere, Nana-Gribizi and Zemio areas 10,325 children under 5 received curative care with 
support from UNICEF. The main diseases treated were malaria (53%), acute respiratory infections (22%), diarrheal 
diseases (20%).  
 
HIV & AIDS 
During the reporting period, 41 children born to HIV-positive mothers received antiretroviral treatment (ARV) in 
emergency zones (Health Region 3, 4, 5 and 6). In addition, 68 HIV-positive pregnant women were identified and put on 
ARVs in the same areas. In Bouar, Carnot and Baoro (West), 37 HIV+ adolescents were trained to better cope with 
HIV/AIDS and increase their adherence to the treatment. 43 health care providers, including 3 physicians, received 
coaching on pediatric management and the revised treatment protocol, benefitting 146 adolescents on Highly Active 
Antiretroviral Therapy (134 in in Bouar and 12 in Carnot).22 community volunteers were also trained on community HIV 
testing techniques in Bouar.  
 
WASH 
Since the beginning of the year, despite a funding shortfall 81 per cent for the WASH sector, more than 183,900 crisis-
affected people (46% of the annual target) gained access to safe water for drinking, cooking and personal hygiene with 
UNICEF support.   
 
In June, UNICEF support enabled 14,290 crisis-affected people to gain access to potable water through the construction 
and rehabilitation of water points across the country.  In Bocaranga, Bangassou and Kaga Bandoro, UNICEF continued 
the distribution of drinking water for 24,855 internally displaced persons. In Ouham Pende prefecture (West), in 
partnership with ANEA, 780 households living in three different villages received water purification sachets (PUR) and 
buckets. In addition, 48 households received hygiene kits. In the sub-prefecture of Paoua (West), fifteen boreholes were 
rehabilitated, and four boreholes were built in the Kaga Bandoro area, benefitting 10,000 people. 
 
At the WASH cluster level, sanitation access was improved for 1,600 IDPs living on sites across the country, out of which 
1,251 were also targeted by hygiene promotion activities. In 47 crisis-affected villages in the sub-prefecture of Bossangoa 
(west), hygiene promotion activities also reached 1,350 people. In addition, 9,000 people were sensitized in Bambari as 
part of the polio response. All these activities were achieved by cluster partners. 
 
Education 
Since the beginning of the year, thanks to UNICEF and its implementing partners nearly 70,000 out of school children 
have benefited from access to education and more than 26,000 children received education materials. In the frame of 
the implementation of the resilient approach, teachers have been trained in PSS (reaching almost 50,000 children) and 
in C/DRR (with more than 11,000 students attending education in a school with a risk mitigation plan). 
  
The elaboration of the Education Sector Plan 2020-2029 was kicked off in June by the Ministry of Primary and Secondary 
Education (MoE). UNICEF was fully involved in different working / thematic groups along with the technical and financial 
partners (World Bank, European Union, AFD). UNICEF supported a mission of the MoE and World Bank to Bambari which 



aimed at ensuring the inclusion in this strategic document, the education needs and the various aspects of education in 
emergencies faced at local level. 
In June, UNICEF provided technical and financial support to the MoE for the organization of the primary 6th grade 
examinations throughout the country (8 academic inspections).  Together with MINUSCA and WFP, UNICEF helped the 
MoE for the transportation of the question papers for the Baccalaureate examinations as well as for the deployment of 
officials to ensure the oversight of this important national examinations in five most remote districts (Ndele, Birao, Obo, 
Mobaye, Zemio). Besides, UNICEF supported directly the supervision mission of the East-Central academic inspection 
for the different examinations at primary and secondary levels in Bria, Haute Kotto Prefecture. 
 
During this reporting period, the CAR Education Cluster observed a decrease in school attacks consequently to the 
implementation of the Accord Politique de Paix et de Réconciliation (APPR) agreement. In addition, thanks to the Cluster 
advocacy, internal displaced children were able to sit for the 6th grade examinations free of charge.  The Education 
Cluster also strengthened the capacity of the actors in IM tools (5W, FTS).    
 
Child Protection 
During the first semester, UNICEF and MINUSCA continued to negotiate with armed groups for the signature of the 
action plan adopted within the framework of Security Council Resolutions 1612 to end and prevent the recruitment of 
children in their ranks. In 2019 a total of 942 children released from armed group including 209 girls was reported. Follow-
up is ongoing.  
 
In June, UNICEF and MINUSCA verified a list of 718 children (182 girls and 536 boys) allegedly associated with armed 
groups in Bangassou area (Southeast), and certified 187 of them (38 girls and 149 boys). These 187 children were released, 
and they will benefit from reintegration activities provided by UNICEF partners.  
 
In the South Est, North-West and Center of CAR, 3,193 crisis-affected children (593 girls) were newly admitted in 30 child-
friendly spaces (CFS) in eight prefectures to benefit from psychosocial activities. Up to now, a total of 49,171 children 
benefit from psychosocial support in 49 CFS in 2019. In June, 243 unaccompanied and separated children were registered 
and placed in foster families while family tracing is being carried out. In June, reporting period , 46 unaccompanied and 
separated children registered (19 girls) were also reunified with their families.  

199 cases of gender-based violence (GBV) against girls and boys, including 12 cases of rape, 98 other forms of sexual 
assault and abuse (such as rape attempt, harassment and forced marriage), 9 child marriages, and 80 other cases of GBV 
were registered. All the concerned children received assistance. Follow-up by UNICEF partners is ongoing for 1,022 cases 
in 2019 for adequate assistance. 
  
Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) 
Since January a total of 116,302 vulnerable people have been assisted through NFI, and 35,442 persons have benefited 
from WASH assistance. At midterm, the NFI results are in line with the initial plan, however the WASH assistance results 
are currently below targets, mainly because more non-RRM wash actors were in capacity to respond to RRM 
recommendations in the assessed areas.  
 
The trend towards a lull in the country’s security situation has continued in June, allowing for population return 
movements. Almost all RRM activities have been carried out around these return movements, observed mainly in Ouham, 
Ouham Pende, Nana Mambere (northwest), Ouaka and Basse Kotto prefectures (Centre). Six alerts were published by 
the RRM, four Exploratory Mission (MEX) and five multi-sector assessments (MSA) were conducted in these areas, 
followed by seven interventions. Among these interventions, the year’s second non-food items (NFI) fair was organized 
by ACF in Kella Doukou (Nana Mambere) benefitting 203 households (1,212 individuals including 638 children under five). 
ACF also provided NFI assistance to 1,500 returnee households in Bohong (Ouham-Pende), following the attacks 
reported last month where 49 people were killed by an armed group. ACTED provided assistance to 2,915 households 
(5,862 individuals including 2,947 children under 5) through a NFI distribution in Pombolo (Mbomou, Southeast), a 
heavily conflict-affected area which humanitarian actors had not been able to access in two years due to the security 
situation. Solidarités International carried out a NFI/Wash intervention in Dakoyo (Ouham) benefitting 1,450 households 
(6,426 individuals including 1,303 children under 5). Thus, in June a total of 37,640 individuals including 11,039 children 
under 5 benefited from NFI distributions or fair and 7,630 individuals benefited from WASH assistance. 
 
The RRM’s midterm strategic review workshop was held in Bangui on 12 June, with participation of ECHO and 
USAID/OFDA (the program’s largest two donors), OCHA, and UNICEF Regional Office.  
 



The RRM’s June dashboard can be accessed here.  
 
Communication for Development 

From January to June 2019, a total of 25,100 people, mostly children, were exposed to messages pertaining to WASH, 
birth registration, sexual exploitation and abuse, HIV and vaccination in the IDP sites of Bambari, Kaga Bandoro, Ippy 
and Bocaranga. In total, 20 performances were played by a group of clowns, puppeteers and traditional storytellers. 
 
During the round zero response to the polio outbreak, 110,000 people were sensitized on polio immunization in the 
health districts of Bambari, Bimbo, Kouango-Grimari and Alindao over the period 15-23 June through door-to door 
activities conducted by 517 mobilisers. Radio messages were also produced and broadcast in Sango, French and Fulbe. 
Overall 88 per cent of parents were informed. 
 
In response to hepatitis E outbreak in Bocaranga, 16,778 people were sensitized in Bocaranga from 12 to 16 June 2019, 
through door-to door activities conducted by 40 scouts and community health agents of the NGO Mentor Initiative. 
Banners with WASH and health messages were produced and displayed in town. A mobiliser guide on hepatitis E was 
developed and 5,000 copies were printed.  

 
Media and External Communication 
During the reporting period and following the May attacks in Paoua area, the External Communication Section produced 
two articles. One on UNICEF’s multi-sector emergency response to the crisis (NFI through the RRM, child protection, 
health and WASH) , which can be accessed here and here. In addition to these articles, various messages with mentions 
and thanks to donors were posted on UNICEF CAR social networks (Facebook and Twitter). 
 
During the celebration of the Day of African Child on 16 June, UNICEF CAR issued a joint press release with the Ministry 
of Child protection calling to stop attack against schools for safer schools in CAR. 
 
The section also facilitated a visit to CAR for a UK journalist, who visited a project training former child soldiers in manual 
borehole drilling techniques. Following a visit on UNICEF projects in January by New York Times team, including to the 
Bangui paediatric hospital, articles were published in June in The Atlantic and The New York Times. During the reporting 
period, the documentary “The Central African Republic: The worst place to be a child” produced by BBC World Service 
with UNICEF support in October 2019, also won the golden New York Festival Radio Awards, a prestigious radio award. 
 
Funding   
In June, UNICEF CAR received funding from the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation to improve the living 
conditions of acutely vulnerable persons newly affected by the humanitarian crisis through support to the RRM. 
Generous contributions from the Spanish National Committee for UNICEF were also received to support more child 
victims of sexual violence, exploitation and abuse, and to improve the nutrition status of children under five affected by 
severe acute malnutrition and stunting.  
 
Halfway through the year, UNICEF has received US$30.8 million against the US$59 million required in the 2019 HAC. 
Continuing donor support is critical to enable UNICEF to provide life-saving assistance to crisis-affected and displaced 
children in CAR. 
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 2019) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available* Funding gap 

Funds 
Received 

Current Year 
Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  10,200,000 1,589,904 4,352,130 4,257,965 42% 
Health & HIV/AIDS 3,800,000 178,444 309,815 3,311,741 87% 
Water, Sanitation, 
Hygiene 

8,400,000 1,178,444 455,544 6,766,012 81% 

Child Protection 8,700,000 2,137,245 1,746,541 4,816,214 55% 
Education 11,000,000 633,444 714,233 9,652,323 88% 
Rapid Response 
Mechanism 

15,400,000 
13,186,384 

4,102,944 
-  0% 



Cluster/sector 
Coordination 

1,500,000 0 277,778 1,222,222 81% 

Total 59,000,000 18,903,866 11,958,985 30,026,477 51% 
      * Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 
 
 
UNICEF CAR: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html    
UNICEF CAR Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR 
UNICEF CAR Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR  
UNICEF CAR Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Christine Muhigana 
Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel : +236 7055 0205 
Email : cmuhigana@unicef.org 
 
 

Olivier Corbet 
Chief Emergency & Field Operations 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7007 5710 
Email: ocorbet@unicef.org 
 
 

Paolo Marchi 
Deputy Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 0206 
Email: pmarchi@unicef.org 
 
 



Annex A 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS  

 
 

                                                        
2 Cluster and UNICEF results are the same as UNICEF is the sole provider of therapeutic nutritional inputs in CAR for all partners   
2 Sub-cluster and UNICEF results are the same, as sub-cluster members are currently all UNICEF partners. 

 

 UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

Overall 
needs 

2019  
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 
▲▼ 

 2019 
Target  

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 
▲▼ 

NUTRITION 2        
Children aged 6-59 months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for therapeutic care 

43,055 30,570  11,967 2,838 30,570 11,967 2,838 

Recovery rate (%)  >75%  >75%  93.15  ≥75% 93.15  

Caregivers of children reached with infant and young 
child feeding counselling 

380,269 57,580 14,364 1,325 71,975 26,755 1,928 

HEALTH      

Children under 5 vaccinated against measles 700,000 700,000 13,898 0  
 People and children under 5 in IDP sites and enclaves 

with access to essential health services and medicines. 
82,068 82,068 65,389 10,325 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE  

Crisis-affected people with access to safe water for 
drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 

964,606 400,000 183,905 14,290 771,224 410,313 102,589 

Crisis-affected people accessing appropriate sanitation 
facilities 

428,900 150,000 9,084 0 428,900 140,063 1,600 

Crisis-affected girls/women accessing menstrual 
hygiene management services 

210,000 45,000 554 48 210,000  
 

2,794 48 

CHILD PROTECTION         

Children reached with psychosocial support through 
child friendly spaces  

145,000 110,000 49,171 3,193  145,000 89,168 
 

3,193  

Children released from armed forces/groups reached 
with reintegration support  

5,550 3,000 942 187 5,550 947 187 

Registered unaccompanied/ separated children 
supported with reunification services 

4,352 1,500 1,133 243  4,352 1,423 243 

Women and children reached with gender-based 
violence prevention and response interventions 

NA 1,500 1,022 199 NA NA 
 

NA 

EDUCATION        

Number of Children (boys and girls 3-17 years) in areas 
affected by crisis out of school accessing education 

350,000 120,000 69,771 0 160,000   90,338 20,627 

Children received learning materials 1,282,000 442,500 26,547 0 590,000 41,626 14,8490 

Children (boys and girls 3-17 years) attending school in 
a class led by a teacher trained in psychosocial support 

1,282,000 442,500 46,860 0 600,000 46,860 0 

# of boys and girls affected by crisis attending 
education in a school that have emergency 
preparedness and response plan  

1,346,000 157,500 11,760 0 210,00 11,760 0 

RAPID RESPONSE MECHANISM        

Acutely vulnerable people rapidly provided with non-
food items after a shock 

250,000 250,000 116,302 37,640  

Affected people receiving appropriate WASH 
interventions after a shock 

150,000 150,000 35,442 
 

7,630  


