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*Funds available include funding received for the current 
appeal year as well as the carry-forward from the previous 
year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Programme Indicators 
Sector/Cluster UNICEF 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

WASH:  Crisis-affected people with 
access to safe water for drinking, 
cooking and personal hygiene 

771,224 485,645 400,000 195,237 

Education: Number of Children 
(boys and girls 3-17yrs) in areas 
affected by crisis accessing 
education 

160,000 90,801 120,000 70,234 

Health:  People and children under 5 
in IDP sites and enclaves with access 
to essential health services and 
medicines. 

N/A 82,068 66,889 

Nutrition:  Children aged 6-59 
months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for 
therapeutic care 

30,570 13,034 30,570 13,034 

Child protection: Children released 
from armed forces/groups reached 
with reintegration support  

5,550 993 3,000 942 

 

Highlights  
 

• The overall situation remained relatively calm in July, but precarious, 
with 29 incidents against humanitarian actors recorded. 

• Following the successful completion of Round 0 of the response to 
the polio epidemic at the end of June, UNICEF, in partnership with 
the CAR government and WHO went ahead with preparations for 
Round 1, which will target over 827,000 children aged 0-59 months 
from mid-August 

• All eight alerts recorded by the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) 
during the month related to returns, in the Southeast and the 
Northwest, confirming a trend already observed over the past few 
months. The RRM assisted 28,085 individuals with non-food items 
(NFI) and 22,382 with WASH. 

• In response to the measles outbreak in Kaga Bandoro sub-prefecture 
at the end of June, UNICEF supported a vaccination campaign which 
reached 17,055 children aged 6-59 months  

• WHO declared the Ebola epidemic in neighboring DRC as a "public 
health emergency of international concern". The national 
preparedness plan for CAR is being updated, with UNICEF 
participation.  
 

 

 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 31 July 2019  

 

31 July 2019 
1.5 million  
# of children in need of humanitarian assistance 

2.9 million  
# of people in need 
(OCHA, March 2019) 

594,117 
# of Internally displaced persons 

(OCHA, July 2019) 

 

Outside CAR 

605,435 

# of registered CAR refugees 
(UNHCR, July 2019) 

 
2019 UNICEF Appeal 

US$ 59 million 
 
Funding status* ($US) 
 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners 
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2019 funding 
requirement: 

$59M 
 



Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
The overall situation remained relatively calm in July, but precarious. All eight alerts recorded by the Rapid Response 
Mechanism (RRM) during the month related to returns, in the Southeast and the Northwest, confirming a trend already 
observed over the past few months, and generally attributed to positive effects of the February peace agreement. 
However, small scale incidents and attacks targeting civilians continued throughout the month. Likewise, according to 
OCHA, 29 incidents affecting aid workers occurred in July, the highest monthly total since January. Batangafo area 
(Ouham, Northwest) has been particularly affected in the past few months. In addition, fighting between traders and 
armed elements in Bangui’s 3rd district between 10 and 12 July resulted in 5 deaths and 27 wounded according to hospital 
sources.   
 
On 17 July, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared the Ebola epidemic in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) as a "public health emergency of international concern". With a common border of more than 1,500 km, trade and 
daily population movements with the DRC, the risk of the spread of Ebola virus disease (EVD) to the Central African 
Republic (CAR) is taken seriously by the CAR authorities. The national EVD contingency plan is being updated, with 
UNICEF participation.   
 
No new cases of polio were reported in July, the total remaining at five (four in Bambari and one in Bimbo) since the 
beginning of the epidemic in May. UNICEF, in collaboration with partners, went ahead with preparation for the next 
round of the vaccination campaign, now planned for mid-August (see the Health and C4D sections below for details).  
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
UNICEF is a member of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), UN Country Team (UNCT), Security Management Team 
(SMT). UNICEF also participates in the MINUSCA coordination mechanisms such as the Senior Management Group for 
Protection (SMGP) and the Protection from sexual exploitation and abuse Task Force (PSEA TF) to strengthen the 
delivery of humanitarian assistance. UNICEF leads WASH, Nutrition, Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. 
The Government is an active member of the WASH, Nutrition, and Education Clusters and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. 
The national Child Protection Sub-Cluster covers all prefectures directly or indirectly. Nutrition is paired with health and 
works through three Sub-Clusters at the regional level. The Education and WASH Clusters are also functional at the 
regional level. At the Cluster level, UNICEF is an active member of the Health Cluster and, via the RRM coordinator, of 
the Shelter/NFI/Camp Management Cluster. Moreover, UNICEF hosts and coordinates the Rapid Response Mechanism 
(RRM). The RRM Coordinator is a member of the Inter-Cluster Coordination team (ICC) which enables efficient 
coordination between the RRM program and the humanitarian community. Finally, the Cash Working Group, led by 
OCHA has recently been reactivated and UNICEF participates actively.  
 

Humanitarian Strategy  
Working with partners based in the country’s most troubled areas, and using prepositioned essential supplies, UNICEF 
prioritizes child centered life-saving interventions and risk reduction for crisis-affected, displaced and returning people 
in CAR. The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) led by UNICEF carries out multi-sector assessments on new crises, 
provides non-food items and water, sanitation and hygiene support to vulnerable people newly affected by shocks, and 
coordinates internally as well as with external actors to ensure complementary responses in other essential sectors. The 
mechanism also provides UNICEF and partners with quick and reliable information on the affected populations needs. 
This allows UNICEF to mobilize partners to address preventable childhood illnesses, malaria, HIV and malnutrition. 
UNICEF focuses on the protection needs of children, including their release from armed groups and reunification with 
their families when separated or unaccompanied, and provides the appropriate psychosocial support to children affected 
by the conflict. UNICEF contributes to providing out of school children with access to safe learning spaces and quality 
education. UNICEF works with line ministries to reinforce the Government’s capacity in humanitarian coordination, 
leadership and response. In coordination with UNICEF development programs, the emergency response contributes day 
to day to increase people’s access to basic services in line with the commitment to strengthen the humanitarian-
development continuum.  
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response   
Nutrition 
Since January, 13,034 children suffering from Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) were admitted in 520 Outpatient 
Therapeutic Program (OTP) service points and 47 Stabilization Centers (SC). This amounts to 43 per cent of the HAC 
target. In addition, 70,274 children aged from 6 to 59 months received Vitamin A, 59,517 aged 12 to 59 months 
deworming treatment and 30,832 pregnant and lactating women were counselled on infant and young child feeding 
(IYCF) by nutrition cluster partners, including 16,364 by UNICEF partners. Since the beginning of the year, the SAM cure 



rate is 93.30 percent, the death rate 1.20 percent, the non-response rate 1.31% and the defaulter rate 4.24 percent, all of 
which is above the SPHERE minimum standards.  
 
Through the nutrition Cluster, a nutrition rapid assessment based on Mid-Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) was 
conducted with UNICEF support in 20 IDP sites, including ten in Bambari (Ouaka, Centre) four in Zemio  and six IDP sites 
in Obo (Haut-Mbomou, Southeast). The assessment shows Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rate of 14.6 per cent, 28 per 
cent and 10.2 per cent respectively. The nutrition situation on most of the IDP sites is deteriorating. Efforts to scale up 
nutrition services in IDP sites through an integrated response with other sectors are ongoing.  
 
Health 
Following the successful completion at the end of June of the initial response to the polio outbreak (Round 0, reported 
last month), UNICEF went ahead in July with preparations for the next round, in collaboration with the Ministry of Health 
and Population (MoHP), WHO as well as international and local NGOs. Round 1, initially planned for the end of July was 
rescheduled for mid-August. Round 1 will cover 21 high-risk health districts (out of the country’s 35) targeting 827 011 
children aged 0-59 months. UNICEF will ensure the provision of mOVP2 vaccines, as well as Vitamin A and Albendazole 
for deworming for 16 districts. The 1,560,000 doses needed for round 1 and 2 have been procured and arrived in Bangui 
at the end of July. To ensure quality implementation, UNICEF has signed agreements with the International Federation 
of the Red Cross (IFRC) for external monitoring of vials, and Mentor Initiative and CAR Scouts for house marking and 
social mobilization. See also the C4D section for the communication and social mobilization aspects of UNICEF’s 
response to the polio epidemic.  
 
In addition, following the measles outbreak in Ouandago area on the Kaga-Bandoro-Kabo axis (Nana-Gribizi, Centre) at 
the end of June, already reported last month, an emergency response was organized in July with support from UNICEF, 
WHO and NGOs Alima and IRC. In total, 17,055 children aged 6-59 months were vaccinated in the three communes of 
the Kaga-Bandoro sub-prefecture (122% of the original target).  This measles response was also an opportunity to 
immunize 16,995 children aged 6-59 months with pentavalent vaccines. 
 
Finally, 1,500 patients (including 1,000 children under 5 years) received curative care and 50 deliveries were assisted at 
the health facilities of Koundé, Alim, Samba Bougoulou and Zaorosangou in Nana-Mambere.   
 
HIV & AIDS 
Two advocacy meetings with administrative authorities and opinion leaders on HIV family testing were conducted in 
Bambari and Kaga-Bandoro to raise awareness and domestic funds to support pediatric and adolescent HIV response.  
20 community health workers mainly People living with HIV (PLHIV) from civil society organizations were trained on 
community-based HIV testing.  
 
To improve the quality of HIV care, 55 health care workers (15 in Kaga-Bandoro and 40 in Bambari) received coaching on 
pediatric and adolescent HIV management by a HIV pediatric expert from UNICEF partner Reseau Enfant VIH Afrique 
(EVA). This coaching aimed to support pediatric HIV decentralization and task shifting to non-medical staff (50 of the 
trainees were non-medical personnel). 
 
UNICEF also conducted psycho-social activities for children and adolescents living with HIV: 65 were trained on HIV/ 
sexually transmitted infections (STI) in Bambari, Kaga Bandoro and Bangui. These trainings were facilitated by 
adolescent peer educators. 69 new cases of HIV-positive pregnant women were detected and put on antiretroviral 
treatments (ARV) in emergency zones (health regions 3, 4, 5 and 6). Similarly, 19 children born to HIV-positive mothers 
were put on ARV prophylaxis at birth. 
 
WASH 
In July, UNICEF and partners continued to provide WASH assistance on IDP sites, as well as to returnees and host 
communities. 7,332 additional people had access to safe water through the construction of 20 new water points in Kemo 
and Nana Gribizi prefectures (Centre). In Mobaye (Basse-Kotto, Southeast) 3,000 people including 1,312 women, 1,163 
men, 268 girls and 257 boys gained access to water through the rehabilitation of water points. In Bambari 1,000 people, 
mostly new returnees were provided with safe drinking water through the construction of a water point at Mroutchou.  
Gender separated latrines and showers were rehabilitated for 1,822 people including 639 adults (316 men, 323 women) 
and 1,183 children (540 boys and 643 girls). 27,658 people including 11,399 children and 9,416 women were sensitized on 
nutrition and hygiene promotion in Kaga-Bandoro and surrounding communities. In Bossangoa, 800 people were 
sensitized on good hygiene practices through the partnership with the Agence Nationale d'Eau et Assainissement 
(ANEA). 
 



In Kaga-Bandoro and Bossangoa, a total of 200 water point committee members (including 85 women) were trained on 
their responsibilities. Among them, ten technicians were also trained on maintenance and repair and received tools. In 
Bambari 66 community workers, including 17 women, were trained on sanitation and hygiene promotion approach, 
sensitization on water related diseases and hand washing practices.  
 
In July, at through the WASH Cluster, safe water was provided to 75,332 people and sanitation access was improved for 
32,084 people countrywide through the construction of latrines. All these activities were achieved by cluster partners. In 
addition, the Cluster team conducted two capacity building sessions on WASH in Emergency in Bangui and Bambari, 
benefitting 60 partner staff.  
 
Education 
In July, out of 16,207 children who took their national examinations, 11,391 children (70 per cent of success rate) were 
awarded their certificate of completion of primary education in areas supported by UNICEF, including Bria, Kaga-
Bandoro and Bangassou. In parallel, remedial classes were organized by UNICEF partners for the vacation period in crisis-
affected areas in Nana-Mambere and Basse-Kotto benefitted in July to 5,482 children, including 2,423 girls. During the 
same period, 2,563 children, 803 of whom were girls, received school kits.  
 
At the Education Cluster level, since January, 90,801 children were reached in crisis-affected areas. Out of school children 
had access to education and an overall 50,050 children attended school remedial classes.  In addition, 159,533 children 
received learning materials. According to recent Education Cluster partners’ needs assessment reports, 191 schools were 
reported closed in Ouaka, Basse-Kotto, Mbomou, Haut-Mbomou and Haute-Kotto (CAR South East and Center East 
Academic Inspections), mostly due to conflict and insecurity. As a result, a total of 57,300 children in these areas may not 
be able to start the schoolyear in September.  
 
Child Protection 
During the reporting period, UNICEF and MINUSCA continued to negotiate with armed groups for the signature of the 
action plan adopted within the framework of Security Council Resolutions 1,612 to end and prevent the recruitment of 
children in their ranks. In July, no new children were released from armed forces/groups by UNICEF partners. However, 
the Cluster recorded 46 new children released by others child protection partners. Children previously released continued 
to benefit from reintegration activities provided by UNICEF partners.  
 
In Ombella-Mpoko and Nana-Gribizi, 444 crisis-affected children (192 girls) were newly admitted in 14 child-friendly 
spaces (CFS) to benefit from psychosocial activities. Up to now, a total of 49,615 children benefit from psychosocial 
support in 49 CFS in 2019.  
 
In July, nine unaccompanied and separated children were registered and placed in foster families while family tracing is 
being carried out. In addition, seven unaccompanied and separated children registered (6 girls) were also reunified with 
their families. 102 cases of gender-based violence (GBV) against girls and boys (90 girls), including 55 cases of rape, 11 
other forms of sexual assault and abuse (such as rape attempt, and harassment), three child marriages, and 33 other 
cases of GBV were registered. All the concerned children received assistance.  
 
Communication for Development (C4D) 
In July, the C4D team focused on preparations to support the upcoming Round 1 of the polio vaccination campaign. A 
C4D polio coordinator was recruited to support overall communication and social mobilisation efforts; three national 
consultants and 3 three stop teams were deployed in the Bimbo and Bambari districts most particularly to 
strengthen outreach to transhumant communities and other special population groups. Communication plans were 
either developed or updated. An agreement was signed with radio Ndekeluka to enable the development and airing of 
various radio products (spots, roundtables and sketches) in Sango and French. The community radio Sewa also produced 
and aired spots in Fulbe to better reach Muslim communities in Bangui, and 2,000 posters highlighting the engagement 
of individuals in polio immunization were printed and prepositioned. UNICEF also organized two capacity development 
workshops on planning and social mobilization for 13 NGO and Government partners, in partnership with the MoHP. 
  
Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) 
In July, the RRM issued eight alerts, all related to IDP and refugee returns. RRM partners conducted one exploratory 
mission (MEX), two multi-sector assessments as well as eight Non-Food Items (NFI) distributions and six Wash 
interventions. Improvements in the security situation in the North West and the South East enabled  ACF to conduct four 
NFI/Wash interventions in Nana Mambere prefecture benefitting to more than 12,000 returnees, and ACTED to assist 
3,570 returnees in Kandja (Basse Kotto) with a distribution of NFI kits. Returnees from neighboring countries are also 
observed, and Solidarités International carried out one NFI/Wash intervention in Behili area (Ouham) for 3,528 individuals, 



half of them returnees from Chad. In total, 28,085 individuals benefited from NFI distribution and 22,382 individuals from 
WASH assistance. The RRM July dashboard can be accessed here. 
. 
Funding   
In July, UNICEF CAR received additional funding from the United States Fund for UNICEF to continue to improve living 
conditions of acutely vulnerable persons newly affected by the humanitarian crisis. Despite generous support received 
from donors, UNICEF CAR continues to face major funding gaps to support the humanitarian response to the country’s 
persisting crisis. Funding shortfalls are over 80 per cent in Health & HIV/AIDS and WASH, while CAR is currently facing 
multiple epidemics in addition to the Ebola threat. In addition to the difficult living conditions resulting from forced 
displacement, children are at high risks of death from preventable diseases. 
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 2019) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available* Funding gap 

Funds 
Received 

Current Year 
Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  10,200,000 1,589,904 4,352,130 4,257,965 42% 

Health & HIV/AIDS 3,800,000 178,444 309,815 3,311,741 87% 

Water, Sanitation, 
Hygiene 

8,400,000 
1,178,444 

455,544 
6,766,012 81% 

Child Protection 8,700,000 2,137,245 1,746,541 4,816,214 55% 

Education 11,000,000 633,444 714,233 9,652,323 88% 

Rapid Response 
Mechanism 

15,400,000 
13,677,194 

4,102,944 
-  0% 

Cluster/sector 
Coordination 

1,500,000 
0 

277,778 
1,222,222 81% 

Total 59,000,000 19,394,675 11,958,985 30,026,477 51% 
      * Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 

 
 
UNICEF CAR: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html    
UNICEF CAR Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR 
UNICEF CAR Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR  
UNICEF CAR Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.htm 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Christine Muhigana 
Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel : +236 7055 0205 
Email : cmuhigana@unicef.org 

 
 

 

Olivier Corbet 
Chief Emergency & Field Operations 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7007 5710 
Email: ocorbet@unicef.org 
 
 

Paolo Marchi 
Deputy Representative 
Central African Republic 
Tel: +236 7055 0206 
Email: pmarchi@unicef.org 
 
 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/node/186153
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/CAR.html
http://www.facebook.com/UNICEFCAR
https://twitter.com/UNICEF_CAR
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/car.html


 
 
Annex A 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                        
1 Cluster and UNICEF results are the same as UNICEF is the sole provider of therapeutic nutritional inputs in CAR for all partners   
1 Sub-cluster and UNICEF results are the same, as sub-cluster members are currently all UNICEF partners. 

 

 UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

Overall 
needs 

2019  
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 
▲▼ 

 2019 
Target  

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 
▲▼ 

NUTRITION 1        
Children aged 6-59 months with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) admitted for therapeutic care 

43,055 30,570  13,034 1,067 30,570 13,034 1,067 

Recovery rate (%)  >75%  >75%  93.15  ≥75% 93.15  

Caregivers of children reached with infant and young 
child feeding counselling 

380,269 57,580 16,364 2,001 71,975 30,832 4,077 

HEALTH      

Children under 5 vaccinated against measles 700,000 700,000 30,953 17,055  
 

People and children under 5 in IDP sites and enclaves 
with access to essential health services and medicines. 

82,068 82,068 66,889 1,500 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE  

Crisis-affected people with access to safe water for 
drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 

964,606 400,000 195,237 11,332 771,224 485,645 75,332 

Crisis-affected people accessing appropriate sanitation 
facilities 

428,900 150,000 10,906 1,822 428,900 172,147 32,084 

Crisis-affected girls/women accessing menstrual 
hygiene management services 

210,000 45,000 554 0 210,000  
 

2,794 0 

CHILD PROTECTION         

Children reached with psychosocial support through 
child friendly spaces  

145,000 110,000 49,615 444  145,000 105,824 
 

16,656  

Children released from armed forces/groups reached 
with reintegration support  

5,550 3,000 942 0 5,550 993 46 

Registered unaccompanied/ separated children 
supported with reunification services 

4,352 1,500 1,142 9  4,352 1,556 133 

Women and children reached with gender-based 
violence prevention and response interventions 

NA 1,500 1,124 102 NA NA 
 

NA 

EDUCATION        

Number of Children (boys and girls 3-17 years) in areas 
affected by crisis out of school accessing education 

350,000 120,000 70,234 463 160,000   90,801 463 

Children received learning materials 1,282,000 442,500 29,110 2,563 590,000 159,533 117,907 

Children (boys and girls 3-17 years) attending school in 
a class led by a teacher trained in psychosocial support 

1,282,000 442,500 49423 2,563 600,000 50,050 3,190 

# of boys and girls affected by crisis attending 
education in a school that have emergency 
preparedness and response plan  

1,346,000 157,500 11,760 0 210,00 11,760 0 

RAPID RESPONSE MECHANISM        

Acutely vulnerable people rapidly provided with non-
food items after a shock 

250,000 250,000 144,387 28,085  

Affected people receiving appropriate WASH 
interventions after a shock 

150,000 150,000 57,824 22,382  


