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Highlights 
In 2018, UNICEF will continue to provide humanitarian assistance to 
vulnerable children and people affected by the Lake Chad Basin crisis as 
well as the Central African Republic (CAR) refugee crisis with the 
requested budget of $25.4 million, aiming to reach 800,000 people 
including 440,000 children.  
 
 The humanitarian situation in Kolofata IDP camp is dire: with the 

river dry, approximately 5,000 IDPs are without access to water as 
the nearest waterpoint is 1.5 km away. 

 The Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) round 12 conducted by 
IOM in December 2017 indicated that there are 241,030 IDPs, 31,656 
unregistered refugees and 69,730 returnees in Far North region. 
While the number of IDPs remained at the same level, the number of 
returnees continued to increase, with additional 6,038 returnees 
reported during this round.   

 379 separated refugee children (221 boys and 158 girls) and 27 
unaccompanied refugee children (15 boys and 12 girls) were reported 
to have been identified and followed up through individual support 
and home visits in East and Adamaoua regions. 

 

January 2018 
 

1.81 million  
children in need of humanitarian assistance 
3.26 million 
people in need 
(Cameroon Humanitarian Needs Overview 2018) 
 
 
Displacement 
241,000 
#of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 
(Displacement Tracking Matrix 12, Dec 2017) 

69,700 
# of Returnees 
(Displacement Tracking Matrix 12, Dec 2017) 

85,100 
# of Nigerian Refugees in rural areas  
(UNHCR Cameroon Fact Sheet, Dec 2017) 

231,100 
# of CAR Refugees in East, Adamaoua and 
North regions in rural areas  
(UNHCR Cameroon Fact Sheet, Dec 2017) 

 
UNICEF Appeal 2018 
US$ 25.4 million 
 

 UNICEF’s Response with Partners 
 

 
UNICEF Sector 

UNICEF 
Target 

Total 
Results* 

Sector 
Target 

Total 
 Results* 

WASH : Number of people provided 
with access to appropriate sanitation 75,000 6,354 528,000  6,354 

Child Protection : Number of children 
reached with psychosocial support 
through child friendly/safe spaces 
(girls and boys) 

85,000 1,463 TBD 1,463 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

*Total results are all cumulative Funding gap
US$ 23.3m 
(92%)

Carry-over
US$ 2.1 m

2018 
Funding 

requirement
US$ 25.4m



Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
The Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) round 12 conducted by IOM in December 2017 showed that there are 241,030 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Far North region, a negligible decrease from 241,987 in the previous round of DTM 
in October 2017.  The DTM also indicated that there are 31,656 unregistered refugees who reside in the host communities 
and 69,730 returnees, compared to 29, 337 unregistered refugees and 63,692 returnees in October 2017. The majority of 
these populations continue to be located in Logone and Chari department (179,728). While the number of IDPs remained 
at the same level, the number of returnees continued to increase, with additional 6,038 returnees reported during this 
round. Of all the returnees, 85% are old IDPs, majority of which returned from one department to the other within Far 
North region, and remaining 15% are from Nigeria, Central African Republic, and Chad.  

In Kolofata IDP site, in Mayo Sava department, where currently some 5,000 IDPs are hosted, access to safe water remains 
a critical challenge, with the nearest water point located 1.5 km away. As a temporary solution, MSF plans to provide safe 
water through water trucking in the coming days, at the rate of 14 liters/day per person through 7 bladders. UNICEF is 
engaging with partners to explore the possibility to build 5 boreholes as long-term solution. 

In East region, according to the refugee representative, about 84 people from the villages west of Bouar in Central African 
Republic (CAR) reportedly arrived in Betaré Oya commune after a resurgence of Seleka attacks in their villages. A UNHCR 
mission is expected to take place in the coming days. 

To continue responding to the growing needs more effectively, UNICEF Cameroon launched the 2018 appeal in the 
Humanitarian Action for Children with a total budget of $25.4 million, aiming to reach out to 800,000 vulnerable people, 
including 440,000 children in need of humanitarian assistance. 

 

Estimated Population in Need of Humanitarian Assistance 
*Cameroon Humanitarian Needs Overview 2018 
**SMART Survey 2017 & UNHCR Standardised Expanded Nutrition Survey (SENS) 2016 

Start of humanitarian response: November 2013 

  Total Male Female 

Total Population in Need* 3,260,000 1,610,000 1,650,000 

Children (Under 18)* 1,810,000 915,000 896,000 

Children Under Five**  523,000 258,000 265,000 

Children 6 to 23 months**  163,000 80,500 82,500 

Malnourished Pregnant and lactating  women** 18,000 - 18,000 

 
Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
 The Humanitarian/Resident Coordinator leads the overall humanitarian coordination, supported by OCHA. 
 At the national level, UNICEF and the Government are co-leading the nutrition, WASH and education sectors, as well 

as the sub-sectoral group for child protection.  
 At the field level, UNHCR leads inter-sector coordination, which addresses particularly challenges and gaps both for 

refugees, IDPs and host communities in the Far North. This extends into the coordination of the humanitarian 
response to the Central African Republic refugee crisis in the regions of the East and Adamawa. UNHCR organizes 
monthly meetings with other humanitarian actors, to consolidate data and harmonize interventions. 

Humanitarian Strategy  
UNICEF’s integrated programme is based on four pillars: building a protective environment and supporting community 
peacebuilding; preventing and responding to the violent exploitation of children; increasing access to basic services; and 
strengthening emergency preparedness and response systems. All four pillars bridge the humanitarian-development 
nexus and foster community resilience to outside pressures, such as conflict or population displacement, 
while supporting the State to anticipate shocks. UNICEF aims at strengthening collaboration between community-based 
structures and government services to provide care and protection to children, particularly the most marginalized. By 
supporting community dialogue mechanisms, inter-generational dialogue and non-violent relationships among peers, 



UNICEF works to foster social cohesion, giving children a voice and rebuilding community linkages. Recognizing that lack 
of access to basic services exposes children to vulnerabilities, UNICEF will support the Government to strengthen the 
quality of service delivery at the community level by training community workers and establishing needed infrastructure, 
improving access to water and sanitation in schools and health centres, developing community health mechanisms and 
improving the quality of education. Furthermore, UNICEF is working with non-governmental organizations and other 
partners to implement mechanisms for monitoring and responding to emergencies quickly. 
 
Summary Analysis of Programme Response   
UNICEF humanitarian assistance primarily focuses on the IDPs, out-of-camp Nigerian refugees affected by the violence 
caused by armed groups affiliated with Boko Haram as well as host communities in Far North region, the refugees who 
fled the armed conflict in the Central African Republic (CAR) and host communities in East, Adamaoua and North regions.  
 
Lake Chad Basis Crisis 
Nutrition 
UNICEF aims to reach 21,500 and 10,800 children with the treatment for Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) in Far North 
and North regions respectively in 2018. Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition (IMAM) activities continued in 
January at 329 and 203 health facilities in Far North and North regions respectively1. In Mora and Makary health districts, 
international NGOs MSF and ALIMA started to implement the active screening of SAM cases by the caregivers of children 
under the age of 5 to reinforce the response in these districts. 

Monitoring of the implementation of community based activities led by UNICEF NGO partners was conducted jointly by 
UNICEF, regional delegation, health districts and NGOs coordinators from 22 to 30 January across the 7 health districts 
(Makary, Kousseri, Goulfey, Mada, Mora, Kolofata and Koza). NGO partners that participated are the international NGOs 
AHA and IEDA Relief and national NGOs SdA and CRC. The key recommendation of this joint monitoring was for the 
regional delegation to elaborate a simplified tool to monitor and report on the community based activities for Infant and 
Young Child Feeding (IYCF) and Community-based Management of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM) to be consolidated at 
the regional level. 
 
Health 
In 2018, UNICEF aims to provide preventive, promotional and curative care to pregnant women and children under 5 
years old in the priority health districts. In Far North, UNICEF will target 43,500 children and 13,500 pregnant women in 
4 health districts in Logone and Chari department, 2 in Mayo Sava department and 2 in Mayo Tsanaga department.  

To respond to lack of skilled service providers, essential drugs, vaccines and equipment, UNICEF plans to organise 
training of service providers and community health workers, conduct preventive campaigns against measles for children 
under 5 years of age and distribution of mosquito nets for pregnant women and children under 5 years of age, and 
implement community-based promotive and preventive integrated outreach activities (immunization, malaria, 
diarrhoea, and pneumonia). In order to strengthen the health humanitarian intervention, UNICEF plans to develop an 
emergency health strategy to better respond to growing needs and coordinate closely with the Health sector. 
 
WASH 
WASH Sector targets 0.6 million people in Far North region affected by the Lake Chad Basin crisis this year. Among this 
sector target, UNICEF plans to prioritize the IDPs living in the open air and in the IDP site according to their vulnerability 
identified through needs assessments, aiming to reach as many as 170,000 people, including host communities. 

In partnership with UNICEF, international NGO IRC distributed WASH kits containing soaps, buckets, kettles, cups and 
children’s pots to 927 households (about 3,517 persons) in the IDP site in Kolofata. 20 additional latrines were also 
completed, improving access to sanitation for at least 400 IDPs. By the end of January, a total of 120 latrines have been 
constructed, catering to the needs of some 2,400 IDPs while leaving the gap of 130 latrines to serve all 5,000 IDPs who 
are currently hosted in the IDP site. Faced with the significant gap in the water provision, international NGO MSF plans 
to provide a temporary assistance through water trucking, while UNICEF engages with other WASH actors to provide 
adequate and safe water source for the 5,000 IDPs in need.  
 
 

                                                        
1 The admissions data are expected by 20 February and will be reported in the following month. 



Education 
In 2018, UNICEF targets 180,000 children affected by the Lake Chad Basis crisis through supporting its partners to carry 
out priority interventions such as safe and protective school environment, teaching and learning materials and training 
of teachers in child-centered pedagogy as well as psychosocial support tools. 

UNICEF Education section also conducted its review and planning exercise with the Government and NGO partners from 
22-26 January to assess and document achievements and lessons learnt in 2017 and refine its action plan for 2018. 
 
Child Protection 
To continue much needed support for the children affected by the conflict, UNICEF aims to reach 70,000 children with 
psychosocial support in 2018.  

Four children associated with armed groups (2 girls and 2 boys) were identified in the Mokolo prison and advocacy is 
ongoing for their release. 14 children who were formerly associated with armed groups (all boys) and consequently 
reunified with their families benefited from post-reunification visits on economic activities funded by UNICEF. 

Seven adolescent clubs have been established with 268 members (113 girls and 155 boys) in Logone and Chari, Mayo 
Tsanaga and Mayo Sava departments in order to prevent violence, exploitation and kidnapping risks. 30 members of 
foster families (comprising 8 women and 22 men) were trained in the Logone and Chari department and improved their 
knowledge on child protection, child rights and how to take care of the unaccompanied children placed in their families. 

In addition, UNICEF developed two proposals with its partners (ALDEPA and CODAS) to implement projects in four 
departments of the region. One of the proposals will cover the border areas of Cameroon and Chad. The second will 
cover the Mayo Sava and a part of the Logone and Chari departments. The focus will be on adolescents aged 10 to 19 to 
prevent violent exploitation and provide psychosocial support to all children affected by the conflict.  
 
CAR Refugee crisis 
Nutrition 
UNICEF aims to reach 7,904 children with SAM treatment in East and Adamoua regions in 2018. IMAM activities are 
ongoing at 115 and 123 health facilities respectively in East and Adamaoua regions. A large-scale screening for SAM 
cases was conducted in Betaré Oya health district, and the enumeration of children under the age of 2 was conducted 
simultaneously as a preparation for the distribution of the micronutrients powder2.  
 
Health 
In East and Adamaoua regions, 9 priority health districts will be targeted by UNICEF health interventions, 2 in Mbere 
department in Adamaoua region, and 4 in Kadey department and 3 in Lom and Djerem department, East region, 
aiming to reach 17,900 children and 9,800 pregnant women among the refugee population and host communities.  
 
WASH 
108,000 people will be targeted by the WASH Sector, while UNICEF aims to reach 30,000 people affected by the CAR 
refugee crisis. UNICEF plans to prioritise newly arrived refugees and the host communities whose social services are 
overstretched due to the refugee influx according to their vulnerability3.  

`The construction of 14 gender sensitive latrines was completed in 7 schools of Ngoura in Lom and Djerem commune. As 
a result, 2,100 students including refugee children, have now access to basic sanitation. In partnership with the 
international NGO ADRA, the implementation of Community-Led Total Sanitation (CLTS) is ongoing in 102 targeted 
villages in Batouri, Dir, Ngoura and Kette communes. During the reporting month, 809 households finished the 
construction of 1,043 household’s latrines, improving access to adequate sanitation for 3,954 people.  
 
Education 
UNICEF aims to reach 100,000 refugee and host communities children in Adamawa and East regions through 
supporting host schools to expand their capacities to absorb more children. It also plans to reach 65,000 of these 
children with learning materials to support their studies. 
 

                                                        
2 The results will be reported as soon as available. 
3 identified through needs assessments. 



Child Protection 
UNICEF aims to reach 15,000 children in East and Adamaoua regions with psychosocial support in 2018, of 1,258 children 
have already been reached in the month of January.  

379 separated refugee children (221 boys et 158 girls) and 27 unaccompanied refugee children (15 boys et 12 girls) were 
reported to have been identified and followed up through individual support and home visits in East and Adamaoua 
regions, and they were also referred to the ICRC for the restoration of family ties. These children include those identified 
in late November and December 2017 (69 separated children and 5 unaccompanied children) but were only reported 
during this reporting period. In 2018, UNICEF aims to reach 200 unaccompanied and separated children with alternative 
care arrangements and/or with individual follow-up, however this target has already been achieved as of the end of 
January. While the target was set according to the results achieved in the previous years, the expansion of the coverage 
to the areas where there was little or no response prior to November 2017 has contributed to the significant achievement 
reported in January, exceeding the target. The target will be revised during the mid-year review of the appeal. 

In order to improve the quality of the alternative care services provided to the unaccompanied and separated children 
and vulnerable children, the social centres of Betaré Oya and Ngaoui have accompanied the international NGO LWF in 
the training of 70 new temporary foster families on their roles and responsibilities. In addition, 100 members of 10 
community based protection networks in Betaré Oya and Ngaoui communes received a 2-day training on the role of the 
community based protection structures and case referencing. 
 

Security  
This reporting period witnessed a similar trend of security threats with some increase in the incidents in Far North, 
characterised by the incursions by the armed groups in Mayo Sava, Mayo Tsanaga and Logone and Chari departments, 
and attacks using body-borne improvised explosive devices mainly in Kolofata commune, Mayo Sava department.  
In East region, there were some violent incidents reported near the refugee site of Gado and in Timangolo refugee site.  
 

Funding  
UNICEF expresses its gratitude to the Government of Japan, France, United States, Norway and Sweden, as well as to 
ECHO, CERF, the United Nations Trust Fund for Human Security and the Spanish National Committee who have 
contributed generously to the humanitarian response in 2018. Further adequate, predictable and flexible resources will 
allow UNICEF and its partners to respond effectively where needs are greatest and reach the most disadvantaged 
children in Cameroon. 

Funding Requirements (as defined in the 2018 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC)) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 
Requirements 

LCB 

Funds available* Funding gap 

Funds 
Received 

Current Year 
Carry-Over 

Funds 
available 

LCB 
$ % 

Nutrition 5,055,000 2,322,455 0 249,594 0 4,805,406 95% 

Health / HIV 3,272,000 710,500 0 101,958 0 3,170,042 97% 

WASH 7,191,000 4,428,000 0 58,010 0 7,132,990 99% 

Child Protection 3,497,000 2,383,000 0 167,446 0 3,329,554 95% 

Education   4,326,000 2,881,500 0 1,425,639 0 2,900,361 67% 

Emergency 
Preparedness and 
Response  

2,120,000   0 90,602 0 2,029,398 96% 

Total 25,461,000 12,725,455 0 2,093,250 0 23,367,750 92% 

* Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year.  
 

Next SitRep: 15/03/2018 
UNICEF Cameroon: https://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/cameroon.html 
UNICEF Cameroon Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefcameroon 
UNICEF Cameroon Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 

 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Jacques Boyer 
Representative 
Yaoundé, Cameroon, 
Tel: +23722223182 
Fax: +23722231653 
Email: jboyer@unicef.org 

Zakari Adam 
Deputy Representative 
Yaoundé, Cameroon 
Tel: +23722223182 
Mobile +237679523052 
Fax: +23722231653 
Email: zadam@unicef.org 
 

Sara Karimbhoy 
Chief Field Operations & Emergencies 
Yaoundé, Cameroon 
Tel: +23722223182 
Mobile +273694538688 
Fax: +23722231653 
Email: skarimbhoy@unicef.org 
 



Annex A 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS* 
National Response Overview Results (Lake Chad Basis Crisis & CAR Refugee Crisis) 

National Overall 
Needs 

Sector Response  UNICEF  

2018 
Target 

Total 
Results 

2018 
Target 

Total 
Results 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE           

Number of people provided access to water for 
drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 

     
826,000  

      306,000  0 40,000 0 

Number of people provided with access to 
appropriate sanitation 

     
696,000  

      528,000  6,354 75,000 6,354 

Number of people provided with WASH kits* 
     

592,000  
      440,000  3,517 200,000 3,517 

EDUCATION           

Number of school-aged children 4-17, including 
adolescents, accessing education in a safe and 
protective learning environment. 

     
411,000  

       321,000  0 280,000 0 

Number of school aged children 4-17 year 
benefiting from teaching and learning materials 

     
250,000  

       170,000  0 150,000 0 

Number of children who benefit from the services 
of teachers who are trained in psychosocial support 
and conflict and disaster risk reduction. 

     
224,000  

       150,000  0 130,000 0 

HEALTH           

Number of children immunized against measles       61,487 0 

Number of pregnant women that have received 2 
Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets (LLINs )       23,457 0 

NUTRITION           

Number of children aged 6 to 59 months with SAM 
admitted for treatment 

       
44,728  

         38,646  NA 40,341 NA 

Performance of integrated program for severe 
acute malnutrition treatment >75% >75%   NA >75% NA 

CHILD PROTECTION           

Number of children reached with psychosocial 
support through child friendly/safe spaces (girls and 
boys)  

  TBD 
           

1,463▲  
85,000            1,463  

Number of children suspected or verified 
associated with an armed group (including children 
released from detention) provided with temporary 
care or family / community reintegration support   

  TBD                   4  70 4 

Number of Unaccompanied and Separated 
Children (UASC) identified and/or placed in 
alternative care arrangements and/or who 
benefited from individual follow-up (SC/ UAC ; girls 
/ boys) 

  TBD 406 1,200               406  

Number of Unaccompanied Children reunified with 
families (girls and boys)   TBD                   2  150 2 

Number of conflict affected children provided with 
Birth Certificate    TBD 0 12,000 0 

*All results are cumulative. 
**UNICEF targets can exceed that of the sector because the nutrition sector does not cover refugee camps, whereas UNICEF covers both the 
camps and out-of-camp refugees. Nutrition normally reports the data received from the previous month due to the reporting system from the 
ministry. 
  



Lake Chad Basin Crisis Response  

Sector 
Overall 
needs 

Sector Response  UNICEF and IPs  

2018 
Target 

Total 
Results  2018 Target  

Total 
Results 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE           

Number of people provided access to water for 
drinking, cooking and personal hygiene    534,000     261,000  0          30,000  0 

Number of people provided with access to 
appropriate sanitation   556,000   455,000  2,400          50,000      2,400 

Number of people provided with WASH kits**    472,000     350,000              3,517         180,000      3,517  

EDUCATION           

Number of school-aged children 4-17, including 
adolescents, accessing education in a safe and 
protective learning environment. 

     
200,000  

      
200,000  0        180,000  0 

Number of school aged children 4-17 year 
benefiting from teaching and learning materials 

     
120,000  

        
90,000  

0          85,000  0 

Number of children who benefit from the services 
of teachers who are trained in psychosocial support 
and conflict and disaster risk reduction. 

     
149,000  

        
90,000  

0          85,000  0 

HEALTH           

Number of children immunized against measles                43,568  0 

Number of pregnant women that have received 2 
Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets (LLINs )                 13,582  0 

NUTRITION           

Number of children aged 6 to 59 months with SAM 
admitted for treatment in Far North        23,945        21,465  0           21,553  0 

Number of children aged 6 to 59 months with SAM 
admitted for treatment in North       12,093        10,884  0          10,884  0 

Performance of integrated program for severe 
acute malnutrition treatment in Far North : cured 
rate  

 >75%   >75%  0  >75%  0 

Performance of integrated program for severe 
acute malnutrition treatment in North : cured rate   >75%   >75%  0  >75%  0 

CHILD PROTECTION           

Number of children reached with psychosocial 
support through child friendly/safe spaces (girls and 
boys)  

      251,073  205          70,000  205 

Number of children suspected or verified 
associated with an armed group (including children 
released from detention) provided with temporary 
care or family / community reintegration support   

  
               

110  4                  70  4 

Number of Unaccompanied and Separated 
Children (UASC) identified and/or placed in 
alternative care arrangements and/or who 
benefited from individual follow-up (SC/ UAC ; girls 
/ boys) 

  
           

2,508  
0            1,000  0 

Number of Unaccompanied Children reunified with 
families (girls and boys)   

               
376  

2                150  2 

Number of conflict affected children provided with 
Birth Certificate    

         
12,500  

0            9,000  0 

*All results are cumulative. 
** The target includes 10,000 people for the North region. 
  



CAR Refugee Crisis Response 
Sector 

Overall 
needs 

Sector Response  UNICEF and IPs  

2018 Target Total Results 
 2018 

Target  Total Results 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE         

Number of people provided access to water 
for drinking, cooking and personal hygiene 

     
292,000           45,000  0 

         
10,000  0 

Number of people provided with access to 
appropriate sanitation 

     
140,000  

         73,000             3,954  
         

25,000  
           3,954  

Number of people provided with WASH kits 
     

120,000          90,000  0 
         

20,000  0 

EDUCATION           

Number of school-aged children, including 
adolescents, accessing education in a safe 
and protective learning environment 

     
211,000  

       121,000  0        
100,000  

0 

Number of school aged children benefiting 
from teaching and learning materials 

     
130,000  

        80,000  0          
65,000  

0 

Number of children who benefit from the 
services of teachers who are trained in 
psychosocial support and conflict and 
disaster risk reduction. 

        
75,000  

        60,000  0 
         
45,000  

0 

HEALTH           

Number of children immunized against 
measles       

          
17,919  

0 

Number of pregnant women that have 
received 2 Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets 
(LLINs ) 

      
            

9,875  
0 

NUTRITION           

Number of children aged 6 to 59 months with 
SAM admitted for treatment in East and 
Adamaoua regions 

         
8,690  

           6,297  0            
7,904  

0 

Performance of integrated program for 
severe acute malnutrition treatment in East 
and Adamaoua : cured rate  

 >75%   >75%  0  >75%  0 

CHILD PROTECTION           

Number of children reached with 
psychosocial support through child 
friendly/safe spaces (girls and boys)  

  TBD 1,258 15,000 1,258 

Number of Unaccompanied and Separated 
Children (UASC) identified and/or placed in 
alternative care arrangements and/or who 
benefited from individual follow-up (SC/ 
UAC ; girls / boys) 

  TBD 406 200 406 

Number of conflict affected children 
provided with Birth Certificate    TBD 0 3,000 0 

*All results are cumulative. 
**UNICEF targets can exceed that of the sector because the nutrition sector does not cover refugee camps, whereas UNICEF covers both the 
camps and out-of-camp refugees. Nutrition normally reports the data received from the previous month due to the reporting system from the 
ministry. 
  
 


