
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

Since the first imported cases on 6 March 2020, the coronavirus has now spread to 9 out 

of 10 regions at the exception of the Far-North. As of 23 April 2020, there have been over 

1,432 confirmed cases of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), with 49 deaths (3,5% 

case fatality rate) and 668 recoveries.   

UNICEF continues to assist the Government response as the lead of RCCE and WASH. 

Particularly, in the wake of new active cycle of local transmissions within regions 

presenting humanitarian needs, UNICEF is pursuing its preparedness and response plan 

to mitigate the additional burden of the COVID-19 outbreak on displaced and refugee 

children.  

Due to an increase in transmissions occurring in Kondengui Central Prison (Centre region) 

UNICEF is developing its IPC programme to support government response for inmate 

populations and advocating for the prevention of children detention.  

At the national level, UNICEF is supporting the Ministries of Basic and Secondary 

Education to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 on over 7 million children. 

 

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response 

Health  

UNICEF jointly with other UN agencies and partners 

(WHO, UNHCR, MSF, CRF, ALIMA) supported the 

establishment of health coordination platforms in the 

North, Far-North, Adamawa and East regions for the 

COVID-19 response. In collaboration with UNHCR, 

UNICEF has developed a health response plan for the 

COVID-19 outbreak in 6 municipalities hosting CAR 

refugees of the East and Adamawa regions. 

Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) and 

WASH  

Following recent partnerships established with 

CARITAS and Cameroon Red Cross (CRC) to support 

the Government IPC response through cascade-based 

strategies for massive scale up, an additional 100 

volunteers (41 women and 59 men) were trained on 

COVID-19 infection prevention and control (IPC) in 

Kousseri (50), Far North and Garoua-Boulai (50), East 

regions.  This week UNICEF partners sensitized 

148,000 individuals including 1,220 people living with 

handicaps in Yaounde (Central Region), Douala 

(Littoral Region), Limbe (South-West Region) and 

Bafoussam (West Region) on COVID-19 transmission 

and prevention including the proper use of masks. In 

Maroua, Far North Region, UNICEF set up hand 

washing stations in 30 public areas (bus stations, travel 

agencies and markets in Maroua municipalities.  

 

Risk Communications and Community 

Engagement (RCCE) and C4D 

UNICEF supported the Ministry of Communication in 

establishing a partnership with telephone providers to 

send text reminders to mobile phone users on the 

importance of respecting barrier measures.  

Financial and technical assistance is ongoing for the 

displaying of COVID-19 sensitization materials in public 

places and large gatherings spots. This week, UNICEF 

supported the production and dissemination of 500 roll-

ups in English and French through the Ministry of Public 

Health, CRC SPD, Mayors and the National Religious 

Leaders Platform.  

 

UNICEF supported the Ministry of Public Health to focus 

its public awareness address systems on special 

groups such as public transportation drivers. To 

reinforce the sensitization, UNICEF supported activities 

to bolster market/motor park delegates and leaders of 

related local associations in engagement capacities for 

IPC in Central, Littoral and East regions.  UNICEF 

provided technical support in risk communications for 

inmates soon to be freed following the presidential 

decision to release certain prisoners in order to prevent 

any spread of CoViD-19. This sensitization 

implemented along with distribution of flyers was meant 

to benefit also other inmates as well as prison guards 

and administrators.  

 

UNICEF partnered with Regional Delegations of the 

Ministries of Women and Family Empowerment, Public  
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Health and Communication in training 450 religious 

leaders to debunk false COVID-19 information within 

their communities in Bertoua (East Region), Ebolowa 

(South Region) and Ngaoundere (Adamawa Region). 

  

Through UNICEF support, a toll-free number system 

registered a total of 59,882 callers voicing their 

concerns and/or requesting for information. Most 

people call to request information relating to case 

management.   

 

To date, as the RCCE national platform lead, UNICEF 

has supported the Government response with an 

estimated 9,040,603 people reached with messages on 

the COVID-19 (March 10 to April 19, 2020).  This 

includes 7,972,013 persons sensitized through 

electronic media, 6,862 persons sensitized in Health 

Facilities, Hotels and other structures, and 1,061,728 

sensitized in markets, bus stations and other public 

areas. 

Education 

The Ministry of Basic Education and the Ministry of 

Secondary Education have been broadcasting national 

TV and radio lessons for the last three weeks addressed 

to final year basic and high school students who are due 

to write their exams this year. Discussions are ongoing 

with the Ministry of secondary education for UNICEF to 

incorporate playful content in their broadcast 

programme. In addition, with UNICEF financial and 

technical support and under UNESCO leadership, the 

production of digitalized formal education content for 

children of secondary school grades continues. 

UNICEF is providing technical guidance for the costing 

of the national contingency education sector strategy. 

Following an official announcement on planned school 

reopening on 1 June, UNICEF is supporting the 

planning of end of year exams, along with the resource 

and partner mobilization. UNICEF advocated with all 

ministries for the implantation of the 

UNICEF/IFRC/WHO guidelines for COVID19 

prevention at school, as a key risk mitigation measure 

for school reopening/examinations. 

Child protection 

 

Under UNICEF leadership, the Working Group on Child 

Protection in Emergencies finalized and validated a 

national guidance on how to adapt child protection case 

management in the COVID-19 context.  UNICEF 

ensured that infection prevention awareness was 

incorporated in community training sessions on the 

prevention of violence against children and GBV. In the 

Far North, through UNICEF implementing partners 

25,522 people (14,406 children) were sensitized on 

COVID-19 preventive measures and the prevention of 

violence against children (VAC) at Mosques in Maroua 

and through an itinerant campaign in the rest of the 

region.  In the East Region, 138 religious leaders and 

women’s associations were trained on COVID-19 

preventive measures and the prevention of protection of 

children from violence (VAC) including GBV in the 

context of COVID-19. In addition, UNICEF partners 

incorporated IPC awareness in their emergency service 

delivery and 430 adolescent girls who received dignity 

kits were informed about COVID-19 and preventive 

measures.  UNICEF contributed to increase 

administrative services capacities in IPC by equipping 

an additional 165 civil status centres with hand washing 

stations (120 in Adamaoua, 45 in the Far-North).  

UNICEF developed a partnership with the NGO, 

CIPCRE, to support the production and distribution of 

reusable masks for 9,400 people including 7,500 

children in 219 orphanages/shelters for vulnerable 

children throughout the 10 regions of Cameroon.  

 

NUTRITION 

 

With UNICEF support, a national strategic Advisory 

Group has been activated to develop and validate 

national COVID-19 guidelines for nutrition programme 

implementation.  With UNICEF funding, 390 community 

health workers were trained by the NGOs, Hellen Keller 

International (HKI), ACF and WVC in the Far-North and 

in the North-West regions on preventive measures 

related to COVID-19. In addition, UNICEF funded the 

sensitization of community leaders on risk and 

community involvement in the health centres of Bibemi 

and Pitoa (North Region) led by HKI. 

In collaboration with the Regional Delegation of Health 

2,586 WASH kits were distributed for children 

undergoing SAM treatment via 8 health dispensaries in 

Far North region, 8 in North regions and 80 health 

centres in the Far North.  The nutrition sector actively 

participates in regional coordination meetings. The key 

message this week was: "Protecting exclusive 

breastfeeding and avoiding the misuse of artificial milk 

in emergencies." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 

Since January, UNICEF has prepared and implemented a comprehensive C4D approach to stem community 

transmissions and mitigate both the virus and containment burden alongside the promotion of Infection Prevention and 

Control (IPC), case management, disease surveillance, appropriate feeding, the provision of supplies and logistics, as 

well as the provision of mental health, psychological and psychosocial support and e-learning tools to support affected 

children and families. UNICEF leads the RCCE national platforms (Government, UN agencies and other key actors), 

and contribute to the coordination of RCCE plans implementation at central and decentralized levels. UNICEF supports 

the national WASH response through coordination, preparedness, prevention and rapid response.  In all areas, COVID-

19 interventions are being adapted to ongoing UNICEF programs.   

UNICEF is identifying local supply pipelines to protect its implementing partners during humanitarian assistance delivery 

and centred its revised response on COVID-19 awareness and risk mitigation for both humanitarian workers and 

programme beneficiaries.  

UNICEF as Nutrition, Education, Child Protection and WASH sector lead is taking part in the process of revising the 

Covid-19 HNO HRP 2020.  

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

Discussions are ongoing. As of April 24th, UNICEF has received US$450,000 for COVID response from the UK DFID 

and US$70,000 from GPE. Discussions are presently taking place with donors to redeploy funding and find 

complementary approaches to UNICEF existing humanitarian and development programmes.  

External Media 

UNICEF Press Release: https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-children-heightened-risk-abuse-

neglectexploitation-and-violence-amidst  

Op-ed published in LA Times https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2020-03-13/op-ed-lausd-just-closed-

schoolsebola-taught-us-why-that-may-be-extreme  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For more information contact: 

 

  

Jacques Boyer  

Representative  

Yaounde, Cameroon  

Tel:   +23722223182 

Email:  jboyer@unicef.org 

 

Arsene Azandossessi  

Deputy Representative - Programme   

Yaounde, Cameroon 

Tel: +237222505402 

Email:  aazandossessi@unicef.org 

Robert McCarthy 

Chief of Field Operations  

Yaounde, Cameroon  

Tel: +23722223182 

Email:  rmccarthy@unicef.org 
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention 

and access to services 

 

21,000,000 

 
8,868,192 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions 

 

3,000 

 
1,780 

 

Number of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/clarifications 

for available support services to address their needs through established 

feedback mechanisms 

 

6,000 40,782 
 

.WASH and IPC   

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene 

items) and services. 

 

              500,000  

 
 

Number of healthcare facility staff and community health workers trained in 

Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) 

 

                 1,000  

 
700 

 

Health   

Number of healthcare facilities staff and community health workers provided 

with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

 

                 5,000  

 
 

Number of children & women receiving essential healthcare services, 

including immunization, prenatal, postnatal, HIV & GBV* care in UNICEF 

supported facilities 

 

127,875 10,659 

 

Nutrition   

Number of primary caregivers of children aged 0-23 months who received 

IYCF counselling through facilities and community platforms 

 

              400,000  

 
 

Education    

Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning. 
           2,000,000  

 
 

Number of schools implementing safe school protocols (COVID-19 prevention 

and control) 

                30,851  

 
 

Child Protection and GBV    

Number of children without parental or family care provided with appropriate 

alternative care arrangements 

                    200  

 
 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with community 

based mental health and psychosocial support 

                   10,000  

 
 

Social Protection   

Number of households (affected by COVID-19) receiving humanitarian multi-
sector cash grant for basic needs 
 

1,000 

  

*As of April 15th, the table is updated fortnightly. The next update will be on April 30th  



Annex B 

Funding Status* 
 

Sector Funding requirements Funds available Funding gap $ Gap % 

C4D / RCCE 4,200,000 0 4,200,000 100% 

WASH & IPC 3,000,000 0 3,000,000 100% 

Nutrition  400,000 0 400,000 100% 

Health 950,000 300,000 650,000 68% 

Child Protection 500,000 0 500,000 100% 

Education 4,000,000 70,000 3,930,000 98% 

HIV/AIDS 500,000 0 500,000 100% 

Social Inclusion  500,000 0 500,000 100% 

Monitoring & Evaluation  150,000 0 150,000 100% 

Partnership, Advocacy & 

Communication  
150,000 0 150,000 100% 

Operations support  1,100,000 150,000 950,000 86% 

Total 15,450,000 520,000 14,930,000 97% 

* As defined in the CO Response plan of 14 April 2020 for a period of 3 months 

 


