
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

Since the f irst imported cases on March 2020, the coronavirus has now spread across all 

regions of  Cameroon, with the Far-North region newly infected. As of  30 April 2020, there 

have been over 2,040 conf irmed cases of  coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), with 87 

deaths (fatality rate: 4.4%).   On 30 April the Government announced some easing of  

social distancing requirements for public transportation for buses and taxis as well as 

restaurants and bars reopening while face masks remain mandatory. 

UNICEF continues to assist the Government response as the lead of  RCCE and WASH. 

Particularly, in the presence of  active cycle of  local transmissions within regions 

presenting humanitarian needs, UNICEF has adjusted its preparedness and response 

plan to mitigate the additional burden of  the COVID-19 outbreak on conf lict-affected and 

forced-displaced children until December 2020.  

In urban hubs, UNICEF is closely monitoring the evolution of  cluster transmissions within 

inmate populations to adapt its IPC response and advocate for the prevention of  children 

detention. Similarly, UNICEF is developing responses for street children and ensuring  

safe sanitary and protection environment in childcare facilities for separated and isolated 

children.   

At the national level, UNICEF is supporting the Ministries of  Basic and Secondary 

Education to establish conditions of safety and protection of children f rom infection before 

the schools reopening announced in June. 

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response 

Health  

UNICEF has signed a partnership agreement with 

ALIMA to support the Government in ensuring ef fective 

vaccine management in the COVID-19 context. Four 

consultants have been deployed to strengthen technical 

support for the 10 regions in complement to Field Of fice 

coverage f rom Buea, Maroua and Bertoua. Additional 

PPE supplies were ordered to cover Government 

national response requirements. 

Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) and 

WASH  

On 24 April, UNICEF representative handed to the 

Mayor of  Douala 70 units of  handwashing systems 

produced by a local start up. The devices and IPC kits 

will be installed in markets and moto taxi stations.  

In partnership with UNICEF, the NGO, REACH OUT 

initiated an emergency prevention campaign targeting 

internally displaced people and conf lict-affected 

communities. A total of  30 community health workers  

(CHWs) f rom 30 communities of  Ekondo-Titi Health 

District in the South-West region received COVID-19 

training along with posters and f lyers for distribution.  

The coverage will reach an estimated 25 200 people.  

In collaboration with the NGO partner, Cameroon Red 

Cross, IPC activities are ongoing in 7 regions (East, 

Littoral, Far North, Littoral, West, Centre, South West). 

A total of  1,730 trained volunteers have now reached an 

estimated 132,000 people with key messages.  

Personal Protective Equipment (hand sanitizer, raincoat 

mask, and caps) have been made available for 400 

volunteers to support their work.   

A total of  314 hand washing devices were installed 

including at 14 multifunctional youth promotion centres 

and 100 civil status centres.  

Risk Communications and Community 

Engagement (RCCE) and C4D 

As RCCE national lead, UNICEF supports the 

decentralization of  the national response.  This includes 

broadcasting on community radios in the four priority 

regions of  Central, Littoral, West and South.  

UNICEF donated an additional 35,000 f lyers and 27,600 

posters to government counterparts (Ministry of  Health, 

Ministry of  Youth, Ministry of  Women and Family 

Promotion) in Adamawa, East, Far-North, North, and 

South West and North-West regions. The 

communication and information materials will be 

distributed and displayed by f rontline workers.  

In parallel, UNICEF partners conducted COVID-19 

sensitization in public areas, a total of  31 markets and 

residential quarters, including one refugees camp in the 

East region were covered.  To further galvanize 

interpersonal communication in communities, UNICEF 
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trained 8 community-based organizations (CBOs) on 

the integration of  COVID-19 sensitization in their regular 

programmes targeting women, motorcycles taxi-drivers, 

and youth groups. An estimated 192,310 persons were 

reached. An additional 130 youth agents were engaged 

in East (100) and Far North (30) regions to sensitize 

their peers; and 75 other community leaders were 

engaged in Far North for the mobilization of  9,000 

fathers and mothers as change agents.  

UNICEF and OCHA supported a joint-cluster led 

training of  90 humanitarian f rontline workers in the 

South-West region on COVID-19 transmission, 

prevention and protection mainstreaming (GBV and 

General Protection). Similar training is planned for the 

North-West region. The selected trainees are f rom 

NGOs active in RCCE and IPC activities.  

Through the media, an estimated 9,200,000 people 

have been reached with COVID-19 messages since 10 

March. 

Education 

UNICEF continued to provide technical support to the 

Government to establish safe conditions for child 

protection f rom infection before the schools reopening, 

announced to take place in June. UNICEF is procuring 

handwashing facilities, masks, and disinfectants to be 

distributed to schools in rural locations to benef it about 

30,000 vulnerable children.  

Under UNESCO coordination, UNICEF continues 

technical and f inancial assistance to the Ministries of  

Education in the production of  formal education content 

for use on various platforms by children of  secondary 

school grades.  

Child protection 

The UNICEF Representative handed over hygiene kits 

and cleaning equipment as well as communication and 

information and masks intended for 36 childcare 

facilities for vulnerable children run by the Ministry of  

Social Af fairs both in Yaounde and Douala.  This will 

benef it 1,575 vulnerable children and 175 social 

workers. In addition, to supporting IPF f riendly 

approaches for birth registrations activities, UNICEF 

donated similar kits and materials to 65 Civil Status 

registration centres in Yaounde and surrounding 

(Mfoundi Division).  

 

In Far North Region, with UNICEF support, 22,302 

persons including 10,397 children were sensitized on 

Covid-19 preventive measures and the prevention of  

violence against children (VAC) through Mosques in 

Maroua town and a related outreach campaign in the 

rest of  the region. In Mayo-Danay Division, 13 Call-

boxers were established to support the dif fusion of  pre-

recorded messages.  These are estimated to reach an 

additional 5,200 people including 2,741 children. In the 

East and Adamaoua regions, 1,007 persons including 

35 persons living with disabilities were sensitized. In the 

South-West, a total of  500 adolescent girls who 

received dignity kits were informed about Covid -19 and 

preventive measures. 

 

Nutrition 

 

UNICEF is ensuring the continuity of  its critical nutrition 

programmes by prepositioning six months’ nutritional 

commodities inputs (RUTF, F-75, F- 100, Resomal, 

essential routine medications and anthropometric 

equipment) at the regional headquarters in the North-

West and South-West regions and 4 months’ worth of  

supplies in the Far-North, North, Adamawa and East 

regions. Further arrangements will be made to 

preposition supplies at the health districts level.  

 

In collaboration with the Far North Regional Health 

Delegation, UNICEF equipped 76 health centres with 

handwashing kits and soaps. 

 

In the North-West and South-West regions, UNICEF 

reprogrammed US$40,000 of  its CERF nutrition funds 

to integrate the mainstreaming of  COVID-19 IPC in its 

IYCF-E sensitization for caregivers and community 

members. This will also support UNICEF in 

strengthening appropriate hygiene practices with the 

installation of  handwashing stations in hospitals with 

stabilization centres and provision of  handwashing  

soaps; and procurement of  personal preventative 

equipment (PPE) for partners/staf f  involved 

in nutrition response. 

  

 

 

 

  

  



Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 

Since January, UNICEF has prepared and implemented a comprehensive C4D approach to stem community 

transmissions and mitigate both the virus and containment burden alongside the promotion of  Infection Prevention and 

Control (IPC), case management, disease surveillance, appropriate feeding, the provision of  supplies and logistics, as 

well as the provision of  mental health, psychological and psychosocial support  and e-learning tools to support af fected 

children and families. UNICEF leads the RCCE national platforms (Government, UN agencies and other key actors), 

and contribute to the coordination of  RCCE plans implementation at central and decentralized levels.  UNICEF supports 

the national WASH response through coordination, preparedness, prevention and rapid response.  In all areas, COVID-

19 interventions are being adapted to ongoing UNICEF programs.  However, the reality is that since escalation of  the 

crisis in mid-March many pre-crisis activities have been temporarily suspended due to the need to review strategies 

relative to the risks including do no harm approaches.  This is a concern in terms of  critical child protection and survival 

programs within the humanitarian and development contexts and is the basis for review at the level of  the CO EMT.  

UNICEF is identifying local supply pipelines to protect its implementing partners during humanitarian assistance delivery 

and centred its revised response on COVID-19 awareness and risk mitigation for both humanitarian workers and 

programme benef iciaries.  

UNICEF as Nutrition, Education, Child Protection and WASH sector lead is taking part in t he process of  revising the 

Covid-19 HNO HRP 2020.   This process is now being f inalized ahead of  the global launch scheduled for 8 May in which 

UNICEF will also issue its global COVID-19 HAC requirements.  

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

As of  April 30th, UNICEF has received US$450,000 for COVID response f rom the UK DFID, US$70,000 f rom GPE and 

$500,000 f rom USAID/OFDA.  UNICEF’s updated COVID -19 response plan for the remainder of  2020 requires  

$24,007,500 for activities in areas of  C4D, Health and HIV/AIDS, WASH, Nutrition, Education, Child protection and 

Social Protection in addition to M&E, Communications and Advocacy, Supply and Coordination.   Discussions are 

presently taking place with donors to redeploy funding and f ind complementary approaches to UNICEF existing 

humanitarian and development programmes.  

External Media 

UNICEF Press Release: https://www.unicef .org/press-releases/covid-19-children-heightened-risk-abuse-

neglectexploitation-and-violence-amidst  

UNICEF Cameroon activities with the Cameroonian Red Cross (CRC)  https://www.cameroon-

tribune.cm/article.html/32146/f r.html/coronavirus-pandemic-unicef -empowers-douala-red-cross ; 

https://www.cameroon-tribune.cm/article.html/32147/f r.html/covid-19-douala-residents-gradually-adopt 

 

   

 

For more information contact: 

 

  

Jacques Boyer  

Representative  

Yaounde, Cameroon  

Tel:   +23722223182 

Email:  jboyer@unicef.org 

 

Arsene Azandossessi  

Deputy Representative - Programme   

Yaounde, Cameroon 

Tel: +237222505402 

Email:  aazandossessi@unicef.org 

Robert McCarthy 

Chief of Field Operations  

Yaounde, Cameroon  

Tel: +23722223182 

Email:  rmccarthy@unicef.org 
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

Number of  people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention 

and access to services 

 

21,000,000 

 

9,253,574 

Number of  people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions 

 

3,000 

 

1,985 

 

Number of  people sharing their concerns and asking questions/clarif ications 

for available support services to address their needs through established 

feedback mechanisms 

 

6,000 117,337 

.WASH and IPC   

Number of  people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene 

items) and services. 

 

              500,000  

 

72,500 

Number of  healthcare facility staf f and community health workers trained in 

Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) 

 

                 1,000  

 
1,730 

 

Health   

Number of  healthcare facilities staf f and community health workers provided 

with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

 

                 5,000  

 

400 

 

Number of  children & women receiving essential healthcare services, 

including immunization, prenatal, postnatal, HIV & GBV* care in UNICEF 

supported facilities 

 

127,875 10,659 

 

Nutrition   

Number of  primary caregivers of  children aged 0-23 months who received 

IYCF counselling through facilities and community platforms 

 

              400,000  

 
 

Education    

Number of  children supported with distance/home-based learning. 
           2,000,000  

 
 

Number of  schools implementing safe school protocols (COVID-19 prevention 

and control) 

                30,851  

 
 

Child Protection and GBV    

Number of  children without parental or family care provided with appropriate 

alternative care arrangements 

                    200  

  

Number of  children, parents and primary caregivers provided with community 

based mental health and psychosocial support 

                   10,000  

 

                   6,191  

 

Social Protection   

Number of  households (af fected by COVID-19) receiving humanitarian multi-
sector cash grant for basic needs 

 

1,000 

  

*As of April 30th   



Annex B 

Funding Status* 
 

Sector Funding requirements Funds available Funding gap $ Gap % 

C4D / RCCE 4,200,000 241,000 3,959,000 95% 

WASH & IPC 4,000,000 189,000 3,811,000 95% 

Nutrition  1,000,000 0 0,000 100% 

Health 3,500,000 300,000 3,200,000 91% 

Child Protection 3,807,500 0 3,807,500 100% 

Education 4,000,000 70,000 3,930,000 98% 

HIV/AIDS 1,000,000 0 1,000,000 100% 

Social Inclusion  500,000 0 500,000 100% 

Monitoring & Evaluation  150,000 0 150,000 100% 
Partnership, Advocacy & 

Communication  
250,000 0 250,000 100% 

Operations support  1,600,000 182,000 1,418,000 88% 

Total 24,007,500 982,000 23,025,500 96% 

* As def ined in the CO Response plan of  30 April 2020 for the remainder of  2020    


