
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

Since the beginning of the outbreak in March, the coronavirus has spread in all the country 
with half of the cases reported in the Centre region. As of 14 May 2020, there have been 
over 3,062 confirmed cases of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), with 139 deaths 
(fatality rate: 4.5%).   
 
UNICEF continues to assist the Government response as the co-lead for Risk 
Communications and Community Engagement (RCCE) sector. In view of the active cycle 
of transmissions increasingly impacting regions with humanitarian needs, UNICEF has 
adjusted its 2020 humanitarian funding requirements, reflected in the updated inter-
agency Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP), launched on 7 May. The revised HRP 
includes COVID-19 response requirements in addition to those for conflict-affected and 
forced-displaced children.  Specific UNICEF COVID-19 activities are also included in 
UNICEF’s global COVID-19 HAC appeal, launched on 11 May. 
 
UNICEF continues this advocacy for the prevention of children detention. In Kousseri 
prison, Far North Region, an outbreak has been reported with three cases including one 
child.  The government is reportedly planning to test all detainees.  Since the Presidential 
Decree of 15th April 2020 concerning persons in detention, 80 out of 492 children in 
detention throughout the country were released.  
 
In urban hubs, UNICEF has developed responses for street children and ensuring safe 
sanitary and protection environment in childcare facilities for separated and isolated 
children.  
 
At both national and decentralized level, UNICEF is supporting the Ministries of education 
to establish conditions of safety and protection of children from infection before the 
schools reopen for exam goers as announced in June.  On May 14, the Government set 
the current academic year official examinations for July and August. It was also 
announced that the next academic year will debut on October 5th for primary and 
secondary schools.  
 
PPE supplies ordered by UNICEF arrived this week in Yaounde, this equipment will be 
dedicated to the National Response efforts.  
 
 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response 
 
Risk Communications and Community 
Engagement (RCCE) and C4D 
In all regions, UNICEF continued the prioritization of 
RCCE activities in crowded areas to ensure social 
distancing compliance and proper handwashing 
practices.  In the South-West, this strategy was adopted 
by the trained CRC volunteers during distribution of 
WASH kits to target beneficiaries in markets and public 
places.  In the Adamaoua region, UNICEF targeted 
indigenous and nomadic populations. A total of 28,720 
Baka and Bororo community members were sensitized 
and 83 of their religious leaders engaged out of the total 
1,264 religious leaders engaged in this region. In 
addition, 384 persons with disability were sensitized.  
Since March 10, a total of 9,900,115 persons have been 
sensitized on COVID-19 among which 146,366 persons 
shared their concerns and gave their feedback on the 
response. Their main concerns related to case 
management, test results and access to WASH kits.  
 

Infection and Prevention Control (IPC) and 
critical medical and water, sanitation and 
hygiene (WASH) supplies 

In the East region (Bertoua 1, Bertoua 2, Mandjou and 
Garoua Boulaï), UNICEF NGO partner Cameroon Red 
Cross (CRC) installed an additional 127 handwashing 
facilities in public places. To date, 19 455 people 
including 5 697 men, 5 560 women, 4 107 girls, 4 091 
including 120 people with disabilities have benefitted 
from the utilization of those facilities. Similarly, in Douala 
Municipality, an additional 11 innovative handwashing 
points were set in public area. 
 
In the North region, with UNICEF assistance, 30 health 
workers (7 Medical doctors and 23 nurses) received 
training on IPC for reducing risk of exposure to COVID-
19 to health personnel and health facilities 
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users. Trained NGO partner volunteers pursued 
COVID-19 IPC sensitization in the Far North (Maroua 
and Kousseri), South West (Limbe and Buea) and East 
(Bertoua 1, Bertoua 2, Mandjou and Garoua Boulaï) 
regions. A total of 113 865 individuals (33 943 men, 37 
628 female, 21 018 girls and 21 276 boys) including 610 
people with disabilities were sensitized on COVID-19 
transmission, signs, symptoms and prevention 
measures. 

 
Support the provision of continued access 
to essential health and nutrition services 
for women, children and vulnerable 
communities, including case management 
UNICEF provided technical and financial support to 
conduct a rapid COVID-19 situation and response 
assessment on HIV/AIDS services in 20 health 
districts within 6 Regions (Adamawa, East, North, Far-
North, West and South). It will be conducted in 20 
priority health districts identified as COVID-19 high-risk 
and HIV high burden. The results will better inform on 
strengths, weaknesses and needs to guide the COVID-
19 response at the operational level, reinforce access 
and retention to HIV care and treatment services for 
children, adolescents and pregnant women, and 
improve the connectivity of key central, regional and 
district-level stakeholders for distance coordination, 
coaching and supervision. In addition, at the central 
level UNICEF assisted the Ministry of Public Health in 
the finalization of a training module for CHWs on health 
care provision in the context of COVID-19.  
In the North-West region, UNICEF NGO partner 
Cameroonian Baptist Convention (CBC) vaccinated 
719 children (327 males and 392 females) against 
measles despite security and COVID-19 challenges in 
the villages of Yer, Vekovi, Jakiri, Tadu, Kombasse and 
Mbiim in Kumbo Subdivision.  Similarly, in the Far North 
region, in Logone and Chari health district, 613 children 
received measles vaccine while 407 children received 
Penta 3 vaccines in the health district of Logone and 
Chari. 

 
Support access to continuous education, 
social protection, child protection and 
gender-based violence (GBV) services 
In preparation of the announced school reopening on 
June 1 for primary and secondary level children due to 
take their final exams, UNICEF developed and finalized 
plans to cover the regions with the most vulnerable 
populations, hand washing devices, masks and hand 
sanitizers procurement will benefit to over 450,000 
children in 6,525 primary and secondary schools in 
Adamaoua, East, Far-North, South-West and North-
West.   
In support of the education ministries, UNICEF 
continued its technical and financial assistance for the 
production of formal education content for use on digital 
distance-learning platforms for secondary school 
children.  
In Yaounde and Douala, UNICEF NGO partners 
CIPCRE and ALVF reached 35 out the 52 targeted 
childcare institutions with joint COVID-19 prevention 
and positive parenting activities in the context of 
COVID-19 sensitization sessions. In the North-West, 
247 families (71 IDP and 176 Host Community) were 
sensitized on COVID-19 preventive measures as well 
as prevention of violence against children (VAC) and 
GBV. In the Far North, community sensitization on joint 
COVID-19 and prevention of VAC and GBV have 
continued, reaching an additional 17,050 persons 
(9,298 females and 7,752 males). Similarly, in the East, 
in Lom and Djerem and Haut Nyong Divisions, 1, 602 
people were reached.  
Following the recent government decree regarding 
persons in detention, UNICEF continued high level 
advocacy with Ministry of justice for the safe release of 
children in detention.  
  
 
 
 

  

 
Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 
Since January, UNICEF has prepared and implemented a comprehensive C4D approach to stem community 
transmissions and mitigate both the virus and containment burden alongside the promotion of Infection Prevention and 
Control (IPC), case management, disease surveillance, appropriate feeding, the provision of supplies and logistics, as 
well as the provision of mental health, psychological and psychosocial support and e-learning tools to support affected 
children and families. UNICEF co-leads the RCCE national platforms (Government, UN agencies and other key actors), 
and contribute to the coordination of RCCE plans implementation at central and decentralized levels. UNICEF also 
supports the national WASH response through coordination, preparedness, prevention and rapid response.  In all areas, 
COVID-19 interventions are being adapted to ongoing UNICEF programs.  However, the reality is that since escalation 
of the crisis in mid-March many pre-crisis activities have been temporarily suspended due to the need to review 
strategies relative to the risks including do no harm approaches.  This is a concern in terms of critical child survival and 
protection interventions within both humanitarian and development program domains.  UNICEF has inputted to a UNCT 
updating of the existing Program Criticality assessment and is also reviewing existing annual work plans to ensure 
capacities and resources for prioritized implementation. 
UNICEF has adjusted its 2020 humanitarian funding requirements, reflected in the updated inter-agency Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP), launched on 7 May. The revised HRP includes COVID-19 response requirements in addition to 
those for conflict-affected and forced-displaced children.  Specific UNICEF COVID-19 activities are also included in 
UNICEF’s global COVID-19 HAC appeal, launched on 11 May. 
 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 
As of May 15, UNICEF has received a total of US$ 1,440,822 for COVID-19 response US$ 681,000 from DFID-UK, 
US$ 462,000 from OFDA and 74,000 from GPE. Discussions are presently taking place with donors to redeploy funding 
and find complementary approaches to UNICEF existing humanitarian and development programmes. UNICEF 
expresses its sincere gratitude to all public and private donors for their continuous support.  



 

External Media 
UNICEF Press Release: https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-children-heightened-risk-abuse-
neglectexploitation-and-violence-amidst  
UNICEF action with CRC  https://www.cameroon-tribune.cm/article.html/32303/fr.html/douala-red-cross-volunteers-
serve-people-save 
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Pillar 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention 

and access to services 

 

21,000,000 

 
9,900,115 

 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions 

 

3,000 

 
3,249 

 

Number of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/clarifications 

for available support services to address their needs through established 

feedback mechanisms 

 

6,000 146,366 

 

Improve Infection and Prevention Control (IPC) and provide critical 

medical and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) supplies 

  

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene 

items) and services. 

 

              500,000  

 
91,955 

 

Number of healthcare facility staff and community health workers trained in 

Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) 

 

                 1,000  

 
1,760 

 

Number of healthcare facilities staff and community health workers provided 

with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

 

                 5,000  

 

1300 

 

Support the provision of continued access to essential health and 

nutrition services for women, children and vulnerable communities, 

including case management 

  

Number of children & women receiving essential healthcare services, 

including immunization, prenatal, postnatal, HIV & GBV* care in UNICEF 

supported facilities 

 

127,875 12,398 

 

Number of primary caregivers of children aged 0-23 months who received 

IYCF counselling through facilities and community platforms 

 

              400,000  

 
 

Support access to continuous education, social protection, child 

protection and gender-based violence (GBV) services 
  

Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning. 
           2,000,000  

 
 

Number of schools implementing safe school protocols (COVID-19 prevention 

and control) 

                30,851  

 
 

Number of children without parental or family care provided with appropriate 

alternative care arrangements 

                    200  

 
35 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with community 

based mental health and psychosocial support 

                   10,000  

 
                     6,871  

 

Social Protection   

Number of households (affected by COVID-19) receiving humanitarian multi-
sector cash grant for basic needs 
 

1,000 

  

*As of 14 May  

 

 

 



Annex B 

Funding Status* 
 

Sector Funding requirements Funds available Funding gap $ Gap % 

C4D / RCCE 4,200,000 125,000 4,075,000 97% 

WASH & IPC 4,000,000 564,090 3,435,910 86% 

Nutrition  1,000,000 46,822 953,178 95% 

Health 3,500,000 338,020 3,161,980 90% 

Child Protection 3,807,500 0 3,807,500 100% 

Education 4,000,000 74,000 3,926,000 98% 

HIV/AIDS 1,000,000 0 1,000,000 100% 

Social Inclusion  500,000 0 500,000 100% 

Monitoring & Evaluation  150,000 0 150,000 100% 

Partnership, Advocacy & 

Communication  
250,000 0 250,000 100% 

Operations support  1,600,000 187,000 1,418,000 88% 

Total 24,007,500 1,337,395 22,795,500 95% 
*As of 15 May excluding the UNICEF global thematic allocation ($103,427) yet to be assign to a sector 

 

 


