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Highlights 
 

The current humanitarian situation in Burkina Faso remains fragile and is 
characterised by aggravated food insecurity and repeated attacks by armed groups in 
the northern and eastern regions.  

• As of July 1st, 2018, there are 27,347 IDPs registered in Burkina Faso among them 
57 % are children (OCHA, July 2018).  

• The ongoing nutritional crisis mainly affects the North, East and Sahel region 
where GAM levels exceed the WHO critical threshold of 10%. Between January 
and May 2018, UNICEF and partners reached 34,442 SAM children with treatment 
out of the 187,1177 children expected to be requiring treatment in 2018. 
Systematic MUAC screening has started during Vitamin A/deworming and 
malaria chemoprophylaxis campaigns.  

• As of Mai 30, 473 schools were closed, out of 703 schools in the Sahel and Northern 
region, with 64,659 children (47% girls) deprived of their rights to education.  

• 7 health centres are closed or providing minimum services affecting access to 
health and nutrition services for 1855 children in the Sahel region. 

• The Measles epidemic threshold is met in 26 health districts that reported over 
3980 suspected cases of measles, 497 children were confirmed with measles out 
of the 772 tested. Nine deaths have been reported. Children under 14 years of age 
are the most affected and over 70% of them were unvaccinated. A vaccination 
campaign is planned to start end July to boost measles coverage. 

• The UNICEF HAC appeal remains about half underfunded as of July, 2018 (42 % 
funding gap) on the initial requirement of 31,057,000 USD.  

01 July, 2018 
 

789,296  
# of children in need of humanitarian 
assistance 

954,315  
# of people in need 
(OCHA March 2018) 
 

UNICEF Appeal 2018 (HAC) 

US$ 31 million) 
 
Including:  

- Education: 7.6 million  
- Nutrition: 20 million  
- WASH: 2.4 million 

 
 
 
 

 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners  
 

*Total results are cumulative, January-June 2018  

HAC indicators 2018  
UNICEF Sector/Cluster 

Target 2018 Results* Target 2018 Results* 

Children < 5 years old with SAM 
admitted into therapeutic feeding  

120,000 34,442 187,177 34,442 

Children aged 6-23 months 
benefiting from IYCF services 

    400,000 6,000 NA 6,000 

Children affected by humanitarian 
situations having access to formal 
or informal education 

150,000 11,123 NA NA  

Children reached with 
psychosocial support  
 

11,000 2,134 11,000 2,134  

 Children having access to child-
friendly spaces  

 

5,000 808  5,000 808  

 

Funds 
received 
current 
year  : 
$14M

Funding 
gap: 
$13M

Carry-
forward 
amount: 

$4M

Funding status 2018 *

*Funds available includes funding 
received for the current appeal 
year as well as the carry-forward 

2018 funding 
requirement: 
$31M (HAC) 

June 2018 
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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

Education: During the second quarter of 2018, at least seven attacks or security incidents, directly affecting schools, 
were reported mainly in the Sahel region, killing one pupil (UNICEF, data as of June, 2018). Attacks or threats by armed 
groups targeting security forces and schools have increased fear among the population, especially teachers. Between 
April and May 2018, all schools in the Soum province were closed due to social protests from the teachers’ union triggered 
by a sense that teachers were not sufficiently protected. 473 schools are closed, depriving 64,659 children, including 
30,310 girls of their right to education (Ministry of Education, Mai 2018). Schools in the Eastern, Centre North and Boucle 
du Mohoun regions are also at threat. 

  

 

  
Nutrition: Overall, 11 provinces1  registered a GAM rate above 10% (WHO emergency threshold) with the highest rate in 
Oudalan (15%). In addition, the number of people2 expected to be food insecure in 2018 has increased from 620,394 to 
954,315 (54%), of which 661,781 are classified in phase 3 (food crisis) and 80,069 in phase 4 (food emergency). 8 of the 13 
regions are in food crisis (phase3). The 2018 estimated caseload of children under five years of age suffering from SAM 
stands at 187,177. Four regions (Sahel, East, Centre-North and North) account for half of the national caseload. The 2018 
lean season is expected to be challenging due to rain shortfalls in the Sahel, poor availability of biomass, and increased 
cereal prices. The increased level of conflict and internal displacement will likely restrict access to health services and 
negatively affect malaria and diarrhoea morbidity.  

Child Protection: As of May 31, 2018, Burkina Faso continued to hosting 24,646 refugees3 (98.4 % are from Mali) of which 
96.3% in the Sahel region, specifically in the Mentao and Goudoubo refugee camps and in host communities.  

                                                        
1    Oudalan, Kossi, Gourma, Tapoa, Tuy, Lorum, Zandoma, Seno, Soum, Yagha, Ioba 
2  Food Insecurity and Malnutrition National Response Plan, March 2018. This number represents about 5% of the population. 
3 UNHCR,  https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/64215  

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/64215
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Due to repeated attacks and threats from armed groups, 27,347 
IDPs were registered including 57% children from January to 
July 2018 (OCHA, July 2018); 25,671 of them in the Sahel region. 
From April to June 2018, the North region faced a new crisis due 
to an inter-community conflict in Mali, causing the 
displacement of 3,000 persons including 1,935 persons 
requesting asylum (OCHA, July 2018). 

Health: From week 01 to week 26 of 2018, a total of 3,980 
suspected cases of measles with 497 confirmed and nine deaths 
were recorded in 26 health districts across the country. 13 
health regions have at least one district reaching the epidemic 
threshold. 

 

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
• UNICEF continued to coordinate the Nutrition, Education and WASH partners’ groups.   

• As the lead of the Technical and Financial Partners (TFP) group in Nutrition, UNICEF ensures alignment across 
partners and further facilitated policy dialogue between partners and the Government.  

• As WASH sector lead, UNICEF is coordinating humanitarian interventions.  The WASH contingency plans and the 
4W (Who does what, where and when) were updated in 2018. WASHinE training was organized in March 2018 and 
the cholera prevention and case management training is planned for October. 

• In the wake of the crisis due to security threats, UNICEF advocated with success for the reactivation of the Working 
Group on Education in Emergencies. The terms of reference and a guidance note for response have been developed. 
UNICEF also provides the interface between the Government and the Technical and Financial Partners Group to 
organize the overall response through the Safe School approach, psychosocial support, the radio program and the 
Edu-track platform. 

Humanitarian Strategy  

UNICEF strives to reduce vulnerabilities to humanitarian situations through a community-based approach to resilience 
building through partnerships with the Government and humanitarian actors at central and decentralized levels.  
UNICEF will strengthen the implementation of the Safe Schools Strategy, increase access to water and Community-
Led Total Sanitation to increase the resilience of local populations in high-risk zones, procure therapeutic food and 
support the identification of children with SAM and provide a package of child protection services. 
 

Summary analysis of the Programme Response   
 
Nutrition 

In response to the nutrition crisis, UNICEF’s strategies include procurement of 
therapeutic food and support to the identification and access to quality nutrition 
services for children with SAM. Identification of children with SAM has been 
intensified through integration of the screening process into existing campaign 
activities such as the Vitamin A suplementation/deworming rounds and the three 
rounds of the Seasonal Malaria Chemoprophylaxis. UNICEF also continues to 
strengthen the national capacity in facility-based Integrated Management of 
Acute Malnutrition (IMAM) by ensuring training and supervision of health 
personnel and Community Health Workers (CHWs). In addition, UNICEF is 
targeting 400,000 pregnant and lactating women with children under 2 years 
through the community-based IYCF programme to prevent malnutrition and promote 
mass screening of children aged 6 to 59 months for early detection of SAM.  All children identified with SAM were 

January to May 2018 SAM performance 
indicators (Endos20 june) 

Mapping of health districts per cumulative incidence of cases measles 
suspects in 2018 (Ministry of Health, June 2018) 
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referred and a total of 34,4424 cases were admitted and treated. Furthermore, performance indicators (Cured Rate, 
Death Rate and Defaulter Rate) met the SPHERE minimum standards (Figure 1). With regards to IYCF programme in 
emergency, 6,000 pregnant and lactating women with children 0-6 months have been reached for IYCF counselling in 
the North. UNICEF initial funding requirement for Nutrition which was set at USD 20 million is covered at 40.5 %.   
 
Education 
Since April 2017, the introduction of the Safe School approach in addition to the Quality Child Friendly School (QCFS) 
programme has benefited over 1,482 schools with 119,384 children including 48% girls in the Sahel, North, Centre North, 
Boucle du Mouhoun, Hauts Basins and Cascades regions.  Since the start of 2018, 11,123 children have been reached with 
continuity activities (school supplies, teachers training) and psychosocial support. In addition, the Government has taken 
the lead in revising and integrating the CFS and Safe School modules for better ownership. The different activities will 
be implemented till the end of December 2018.  

UNICEF also provided support to the Regional Direction of Education, to ensure access to education (preschool, primary 
and post-primary) for 3,567 refugee children including 1,758 girls in Goudebou and Mentao refugee camps and in the two 
host communities of Goudebou and Selbo. 74 candidates (five girls) of Goudebou camp participated in the Primary school 
certificate (CEP) exam with a 93% success rate overall, 100 % for participating girls. UNICEF is also exploring innovative 
radio-based education as an alternative to ensure continuity in school attendance for students in areas affected by 
insecurity. The edu-trac platform is functional, 1258 teachers of 179 quality child-friendly schools are connected to the 
system to report information about education indicators. 

In order to save children from the examination classes in the Sahel and North region, the Government, with the support 
of partners, is preparing to open 12 intensive learning sites, nine in the Sahel and three in the Sahel and northern region 
of the country. During two months and half, 5,309 targeted children (out of which 3,920 boarders) will follow intensive 
courses and thereafter have the possibility to write end primary, mid secondary or end secondary (BAC) exams.. 
 
Child Protection 
UNICEF provides psychosocial support for children in two refugee camps and in host communities, through its partners 
in the Sahel region. UNICEF provided psychosocial support and hygiene kits to 704 children from April to June, making 
the number of children beneficiaries to 808 in the host communities including 104 IDP children (49 girls) in the Sahel 
region and psychosocial support for 2,137 refugee children (1,116 girls) in the camps and host communities. Community 
dialogues and empowerment activities on child protection issues reached 808 children and 582 community members. In 
preparation for the set-up of the intensive learning sites, UNICEF provided training to teachers and security forces on 
Child rights and protection of children.  

WASH 

To build the capacities of NGOs, government partners and UN colleagues in water, sanitation and hygiene in 

humanitarian crises, UNICEF and the 2IE training institute organized the 9th annual capacity building training session 
during 10 days mid-March. It was attended by 27 participants from eight African countries, namely, Niger, Guinea, Chad, 
Senegal, Mauritania, RCA, DR Congo and Burkina Faso. UNICEF Burkina supported five participants currently involved 
in the emergency WASH cluster and working directly on response planning for floods and IDPs.  

UNICEF supports the provision of WASH services, targeting over 5,000 school children and 492 teachers in the Sahel 
and Northern region on the intensive learning sites. Daily water provision (according to Sphere standard), sanitation 
infrastructure (segregated latrines and showers), hygiene supplies (soap, Menstrual Hygiene Management kits, 
environmental kits, water storages) and messaging (specially on handwashing) are being provided to children and their 

teachers for the duration of their stay (over two months on average ). 

Health: As part of the emergency response to the measles outbreak, different investigations were carried out in the 
health districts reaching the epidemic threshold. A national immunization campaign against measles is scheduled in end 
July. About 1,2 million of 6-59 months-aged children are targeted in 26 health districts across 13 regions. UNICEF 
provided technical and financial support for the development and implementation of a communication campaign. These 

interventions will be carried out before, during and after the immunization campaign to (i) strengthen the knowledge of 

                                                        
4 SAM admission data for January to May (partial) 2018 – Ministry of Health (Endos data June 20, 2018)   
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families and communities on measles, (ii) contribute to the immunization campaign and (iii) sustain changes at 
community level to improve routine immunization of children against measles. 
 

Security 

Burkina Faso continued facing security risks related to armed group attacks. Between January and June 2018, 55 violent 
attacks by armed groups were reported, 44 people lost their lives and more than 27,347 are currently internally displaced. 
These attacks or threats by armed groups targeting security and armed forces (gendarme, police and military), schools 
and sometimes civilians have caused a general feeling of fear among population, and led to the closure of schools and 
health centres mainly in the Sahel region.  
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Funding 

In line with the inter-agency Strategic Response Plan 2018 and based on the targets for 2018, UNICEF is requesting 
US$ 31,057,000 to meet the humanitarian needs of children in Burkina Faso (HAC 2018). The current funding gap 
represent 41% (12.7 million) of the initial total requirement. Funding shortfalls are over 80 per cent of the initial demand 
in WASH. The education (with funds from Denmark and Norway – for quality of education) and Nutrition (with funds 
from ECHO, USAID/Food for Peace, CERF and the Government of Japan) are the two sectors that received more funding 
following HAC appeal 2018. 
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Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of HAC 2018 for a period of 12 months) 

Appeal Sector Requirements (US$)  

Funds available (US$) (i)  Funding gap  

Funds Received in 
2018 (ii) 

Carry-Over (iii) US$ %  

Nutrition  20,000,000 8,822,880 3,546,968 7,630,152 38% 
Education 7,600,000 4,359,588 256,778 2,983,634 39% 

Health 130,000 73,808 66,313 +10,121 +7% 

WASH 2,410,000 275,711 65,603 2,068,686 86% 

Child Protection 917,000 382,617 42,247 492,136 54% 

Total 31,057,000 13,914,604 3, 977,908 13,174,608 42 % 

i Funds available includes funding (emergency grants only) received against current appeal as well as carry-over from the previous year.  
ii Funds available includes emergency contributions and development contributions which are reserved for emergency responses including interventions to build resilience 
(such as the implementation of the Safe school strategy). Education received funds from Denmark (3,436,748 USD) and Norway (2,784,000 USD non-emergency grants 
2018-2020) for improving education quality in schools in conflict-affected regions. Nutrition received funds from three donors including the Government of Japan (198,000 
USD), European Commission/ECHO (3,565,247 USD), USAID/FFP (1,000,000 USD), CERF (3,055,425 USD) and EPF (50,000 USD). 
iii Cross-cutting funds such as Global Thematic Funds covering operational costs were included under the “carry-over” of nutrition, WASH, education and CP. 
 

UNICEF Burkina Faso: www.unicef.org/bfa/french/    
UNICEF Burkina Faso Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEF-Burkina-Faso-1457264214526173/?ref=hl   
UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 

 

 
Who to contact 
for further 
information: 

Anne Vincent  
Representative 
UNICEF Burkina Faso  
Tel: +262.25 491 101 
Email: avincent@unicef.org 
 
 

Rinko Kinoshita  
Deputy Representative  
UNICEF Burkina Faso  
Tel: +262.25 491 105 
Email: rkinoshita@unicef.org 
 

Saran Koly  
Chief, Communication  
UNICEF Burkina Faso  
Tel: +262.25 491 125 
Email: skoly@unicef.org 
 

http://www.unicef.org/bfa/french/
http://www.facebook.com/UNICEF-Burkina-Faso-1457264214526173/?ref=hl
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html
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Annex A 
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

 

                                                        
5 This activity is a response to floods which did not occur yet. It was not realized as of June 30 

  UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

 
Overall 
needs 

2018  
Target 

Total 
Results* 

Change 
since last 

report  ▲▼ 

 2018 
Target  

Total 
Results* 

Change 
since last 

report  ▲▼ 

NUTRITION       

Children < 5 years old with SAM 
admitted into therapeutic feeding 
programme 

187,177 187,177* 34,442  
▲22,308 

187,177* 34,442  
▲22,308 

Children aged 6-23 months benefiting 
from Infant and Young Child Feeding 
services 

400,000 200,000 6,000  
-0 

200,000 6,000  
-0 

HEALTH 

Households in affected area receiving 
two insecticide-treated bed nets (ITNs) 

Not 
available 

2,500 Not 
5available 

 
- 

 Not 
available 

 

Children < 5 immunized for measles 
1,198,270 1,198,270 Campaign 

in July 
 
- 

1,198,270 Campaign 
in July 

 
- 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE        

Number of people having access to 
drinking water (in humanitarian 
situation) 

55,500 30,000 2500 ▲2,500 50,000 25,500 ▲2,500 

Number of people being provided with 
sanitation services (in humanitarian 
situation) 

55,500 30,000 2500 ▲2,500 50,000 25,500 ▲2,200 

Number of children aged 6 - 59 months  
with SAM complications benefiting from 
WASH kit and hygiene  

187,177 12,000 0 - 24,000 0 0 

CHILD PROTECTION  

Children reached with psychosocial 
support through child friendly 
spaces/other safe spaces 

11,000 11,000* 2137 
 

▲1,342 11,000* 2137 ▲1,342 

Children provided with access to safe 
community spaces for socialization, play 
and learning 

5,000 5,000* 808 ▲704 11,000* 808 ▲704 

# of Unaccompanied children reunified 
with their biological families 

100 100 0 - 100 0 - 

EDUCATION 

Number of boys and girls (3 to 17 years) 
affected by crisis accessing quality 
education (including through temporary 
learning structures) 

150,000 150,000* 11,123 ▲3,092 150,000* 11,123 ▲3,092 

Number of boys and girls (3 to 17) 
affected by crisis attending education in 
a classroom where the teacher has been 
trained in psychosocial support 

150,000 150,000* 11,123 ▲4,123 150,000* 11,123 ▲4,123 

Number of boys and girls (3 to 17) 
affected by crisis attending education in 
a classroom where the teacher has been 
trained in Conflict/Disaster Risk 
Reduction 

150,000 150,000* 11,123 ▲4,23 150,000* 11,123 ▲4,123 

* UNICEF targets are the same with cluster targets in nutrition, education and child protection. UNICEF leads the Nutrition and education working group a is co-lead with 

UNFPA for child protection  


