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Situation in Numbers 

4,100,000  
children in need of 

humanitarian assistance 
(Pakistan HAC 2019) 

 

7,900,000  
people in need 
(Pakistan HAC 2019) 

 

16,780 
families remain displaced in 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s newly 

merged districts (Pakistan 

Humanitarian Dashboard-Transition, 

OCHA, 30 June 2019) 

UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 
 

*Funding available includes: funds received in the current year; carry-over from the previous year; and 

repurposed funds with agreement from donors. 

Highlights 

• Drought-like conditions in 26 districts of Sindh and Balochistan affected an estimated 
five million population in 2019. In recent months, significant rains brought respite in 
some of the drought affected areas, although the situation in other districts remain 
unchanged. 
 

• In 2019, 531,458 children (49% girls), were screened for SAM and 25,995 children (58% 
girls) have been enrolled in OTP and 203,527 children (49% girls) have been provided 
with multi-micronutrient supplements. 70,792 children were vaccinated against measles 
while 45,730 children were treated for pneumonia and diarrhoea. Additionally, 48 
drinking water supply schemes were rehabilitated benefitting 289,786 people.  
 

• In Sindh, 1,198 individuals of whom 80 per cent were children, tested positive for 
HIV/AIDS. UNICEF and partners responded through establishment of a HIV treatment 
center providing paediatric care and strengthening of existing PPTCT services. This 
coupled with successful communication and advocacy activities have ensured that more 
than 90% of infected children are receiving treatment.  
 

• In the newly merged districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, returning families were supported 
by UNICEF and partners through measles vaccination reaching 2,073 children, while 
15,825 children were treated for severe acute malnutrition, and 29,092 people benefitted 
from the provision of safe water. 

Pakistan 
Humanitarian 

Situation Report  

 

Reporting Period: January to December 2019 

 

UNICEF Appeal 2019 

US$ 46.86 million 
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$2M
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g gap, 
$27M

Funding Status (in US$)

©
 U

N
IC

E
F

/P
a

k
is

ta
n

/A
s
a

d
 Z

a
id

i 

45.0%

37.4%

68.3%

57.4%

59.1%

40.6%

42.1%

28.9%

61.7%

57.7%

0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0%100.0%

SAM admissions

Funding status

Health sessions

Funding status

Safe water access

Funding status

Awareness activities

Funding status

Children enrolled

Funding status

N
u
tr

it
io

n
H

e
a

lt
h

W
A

S
H

C
h

ild
P

ro
te

c
ti
o

n
E

d
u
c
a

ti
o

n



2 

 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

In 2019, UNICEF Pakistan required US$46.87 million to support the drought response in provinces of Sindh and 

Balochistan and sustain provision of life-saving services in returning areas of newly Merged Districts of Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa (KPMD). During the year, UNICEF received US$19.8 million including US$1.57 million of carried-over 

funds from 2018 with a critical funding gap of 58 per cent at the end of the year. Non-humanitarian funding amounting 

to US$11.9 million received from the United Kingdom contributed significantly to achieve results in the response areas 

of KPMD. Additionally, US$1.66 million mobilized through UNICEF’s Emergency Programme Fund as an internal loan 

mechanism was instrumental in starting the drought response in Sindh and Balochistan. UNICEF wishes to express its 

sincere gratitude to the Governments and people of United States of America, United Kingdom, Canada and Denmark 

for their valued contributions along with UNOCHA for funding provided through the Pakistan Humanitarian Pooled Fund 

(PHPF) and Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF). Continued and substantial donor support is required to 

address continuing humanitarian needs and to maintain interventions in drought affected areas of Sindh and 

Balochistan. 

 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

Drought 
At the beginning of 2019, southern Pakistan mainly Balochistan and Sindh provinces, faced drought like conditions, 

which contributed to an increased loss of the livestock, food insecurity, malnutrition, and negatively impacted the health 

and nutrition status of mothers and children in the affected areas. The drought affected an estimated five million people 

in 26 districts in Sindh and Balochistan provinces. Neonatal and infant mortality rates and maternal mortality ratio 

remained high compared to the rest of the country. Child malnutrition with acute malnutrition rates were also as high as 

29.1 per cent in Sindh, more than double the emergency threshold. In recent months, widespread monsoon rains in 

Sindh and parts of Balochistan brought some respite to the area improving the availability of surface water. 

 

Temporarily Displaced Persons (TDP) Returns  
In KPMD, improvements in the security situation has seen the return of most of the displaced families and as of June 

30, 2019, only 16,780 families remain temporarily displaced. The improvement of the security situation has seen a shift 

towards longer-term recovery and development programming. Nevertheless, as this has historically been a neglected 

region, social indicators remain poor as compared to the national average. According to the National Nutrition Survey 

(NNS) 2018 results, 48.3 per cent children under the age of 5 are stunted and 23.1 per cent wasted in newly merged 

districts, whereas the national average for wasting is 17.7 per cent and stunting stands at 40.2 per cent. The cluster 

system will be phased out by end December 2019, after which government led response will be used to continue 

providing residual support through sectoral coordination as required.  

 

HIV and AIDS 
Since the HIV outbreak in Larkana district, Sindh in April 2019, 37,526 people have been screened for HIV, with 

1,198 (3%) people testing positively. 80 per cent among the people who tested positive are children under 16, and more 

than half are children aged two to five years old. WHO declared this outbreak as a ‘Grade 2’ emergency as per its 

Emergency Response Framework. Investigation of the outbreak by WHO revealed that re-use of needles contributed to 

the outbreak. 

 

Earthquake 
On September 24, 2019, an earthquake measuring 5.8 on the Richter scale struck the districts of Mirpur and Bhimber 

in Pakistan Administered Kashmir (PAK) and the district Jhelum in Punjab affecting around 500,000 people. The worst 

affected areas include Jattlan, Pulmanda, Afzalpur and Mirpur city. The earthquake resulted in 39 deaths, 746 people 

injured and damage to more than 7,450 houses, government buildings and schools, of which around two thirds were 

completely damaged. 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition 

Drought: UNICEF, in partnership with Government and non-governmental organizations (NGO) supported the 

establishment of 49 OTPs (31 in Balochistan and 18 in Sindh) to provide treatment for children, aged 6 to 59 months, 

with severe acute malnutrition (SAM). In 2019, 153,434 children (76,662 boys and 76,772 girls) were screened for 

malnutrition, of which 10,170 children (4,237 boys and 5,933 girls) were enrolled in the OTPs for treatment. with a cure 

rate of 90 per cent, 5,696 children (2,522 boys and 3,174 girls) successfully completed the programme and recovered. 
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Multi-micronutrient supplements (MNS) for prevention and treatment of micronutrient deficiencies were provided to 

70,409 children (35,345 boys and 35,064 girls) between 6 to 59 months. 35,425 (5,132 in Balochistan and 30,293 in 

Sindh) pregnant and lactating women (PLWs) received Iron Folic Acid (IFA) supplementation. Messages on optimal 

feeding practices, health and hygiene reached 122,473 pregnant and lactating women and caretakers of SAM children 

(17,313 in Balochistan and 105,160 in Sindh). In Sindh, UNICEF Pakistan, through Government Health Department and 

NGO partners, also provided multi-micronutrient supplements to 10,220 adolescent girls, and also recruited and trained 

140 Marvi workers and 62 LHWs to support outreach activities in Sindh province. It is critical to note that 235 mother 

and father support groups were also established in Sindh province which has improved program implementation and 

their contribution to nutrition results 

 

TDP Returns: UNICEF supported the Department of Health (DoH) in KP to provide preventative and curative nutrition 

services through 85 nutrition sites in public health facilities. During the course of the year, 378,024 children (194,146 

boys and 183,878 girls) were screened for SAM, out of which 15,825 children (9,181 girls, 6,644 boys) were admitted 

for treatment. while 133,118 children (65,092 girls, 68,026 boys) received micronutrient supplements. In addition, 

127,431 PLWs and adolescents received IFA and MNS and around 252,000 mothers/caretakers of children less than 

five years of age were reached with messages on improved infant and young child feeding practices and health and 

hygiene message. 

 

Health 

Drought: UNICEF supported the provincial governments to strengthen maternal, new-born and child health services in 

28 health facilities (21 in Balochistan and seven in Sindh), including District Headquarter (DHQ) hospitals. UNICEF 

provided a total of 17,050 clean delivery kits (CDKs) and 11,113 new-born kits (NBKs) to the district health departments. 

In addition, 68,719 children (6 months to 10 years) were vaccinated against measles, 7,757 deliveries were assisted by 

skilled birth attendants (SBAs), 48,528 women were provided Antenatal Care (ANC) and 45,774 women were vaccinated 

against Tetanus. UNICEF, through the lady health workers program, organized health and hygiene awareness sessions 

reaching 204,217 mothers/caregivers. Under the Integrated Management of Childhood Illness (IMNCI) protocols 45,730 

children were treated for Pneumonia and Diarrhoea. 

 

TDP Returns: Using an integrated mother-child days outreach services model, 12,802 pregnant women were provided 

with ANC services, 6,516 pregnant women were provided NBKs and 5,588 CDKs in 15 health facilities in five districts 

of KPMD to reduce maternal, new-born and child morbidity and mortality from preventable causes. These 15 health 

facilities were also provided with basic medical equipment and furniture. Measles immunisation reached 2,073 children 

aged 6 months to 10 years and 191 deliveries were assisted by SBAs. Health education sessions conducted during 

mother and child weeks/days reached 164,946 people including women of child bearing age, fathers, community 

stakeholders and school children (through school health education sessions). 

 

HIV/AIDS: UNICEF supported the Sindh AIDS Control Program to develop a comprehensive HIV Response Plan, 

communication strategy and new IEC materials. Additionally, provision of equipment, supplies, repair/renovation of 

existing infrastructure and technical assistance enabled the Provincial Department of Health to establish Paediatric HIV 

services in Larkana and Rathodero and to strengthen Prevention of Parent to Child Transmission (PPTCT) services. 

UNICEF engaged a local NGO partner to work at the community level to raise awareness and carry out social 

mobilization, reduce fear and stigma among communities towards HIV positive children and provide psychosocial 

support to infected individuals and affected families. As a result of the community mobilization, more than 90 per cent 

of the infected children are adhering to treatment.  

 

WASH 

Drought: During the course of 2019, UNICEF Pakistan rehabilitated 48 drinking water supply schemes (38 in 

Balochistan and 10 in Sindh), reaching 289,786 people (68,361 men, 76,432 women, 72,500 boys and 72,493 girls) and 

established and trained 176 WASH committees (1,253 men and 1,001 women) on Operation and Maintenance (O&M) 

for the sustainability of the water systems in the communities. To increase water storage capacity in the drought affected 

areas, UNICEF also distributed and installed 616 water storage tanks (300 in Balochistan and 316 Sindh). Furthermore, 

79,267 jerry cans and 691,460 aqua tabs were also distributed to improve storage of safe water with awareness raising 

messages on household water treatment and safe water usage, benefitting 40,000 families. A total of 809,533 people 

including (208,061 men, 216,521 women, 189,026 boys, 195,925 girls) received key WASH messages at the community 

level. UNICEF Pakistan also distributed 900 hygiene kits among students during hygiene education sessions in Sindh 

province. WASH services (improved drinking water supply schemes, , construction/rehabilitation of toilets) were 

provided to seven health centers in Balochistan, benefiting an estimated 170,000 people (44,149 men, 45,951 women, 
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39,151 boys, 40,749 girls), while rehabilitation of WASH facilities in four health centers in Sindh province is on-going 

and will be completed by end of January 2020. 

 

TDP Returns: In newly merged districts, through rehabilitation of 11 drinking water supply schemes, safe water was 

provided to 29,092 people (women: 7,941; men: 7,478; girls: 7,042; boys: 6,631). Additionally, UNICEF supported 

37,058 people (women: 10,115; men: 9,526; girls: 8,970; boys: 8,447) with basic sanitation and 287,000 people (women: 

78,337; men: 73,773; girls: 69,468; boys: 65,422) were reached with key hygiene messages.  

 

Education 

Drought: In Balochistan province, UNICEF Pakistan, in partnership with UNFPA, conducted a joint rapid assessment 

in four sectors: education, child protection, reproductive health and GBV. The lack of basic services and resources at 

household level has an impact on education as a result of the drought indirectly affecting the capacity of children to 

attend schools and learn.  

 

UNICEF Pakistan in collaboration with the Reform Support Unit (RSU) and Schools Education and Literacy Department 

conducted a desk review of the EMIS data of last four years. The desk review was undertaken to gauge the impact of 

drought on schools/school populations in Tharparkar, Umerkot and Jamshoro districts. The findings indicated that the 

trends changed each year and such changes are due to multiple factors which cannot be directly attributed to the drought 

and requires a deeper analysis. However, further analysis/assessment was not possible due to lack of funding. 

 

UNICEF supported Schools Education and Literacy Department in organising three DRR working group meetings for 

maintaining robust coordination and advocacy for DRR and emergency preparedness. At upstream policy level, UNICEF 

supported Schools Education and Literacy to finalize and approve school safety/DRR documents for Sindh a) School 

safety/DRR Strategy for Sindh b) School Safety guidelines for Schools c) Teachers training manual on School safety 

/DRR. Moreover, UNICEF in collaboration with School Education and Literacy Department organised a 3-days training 

on DRR/School Safety Strategy and Guidelines for 33 Master Trainers (10 female), 198 Head Teachers (62 female) 

and 178 Subject Teachers (67 females) from 200 government schools in four districts of Sindh (Mirpurkhas, Sanghar, 

Tando Allahyar and Umerkot).  

 

TDP Returns: UNICEF has supported the resumption of education services to children in the KPMD through the 

provision of pedagogic materials and school furniture reaching 86,320 children (39,541 girls). A total of 5,816 schools 

in newly merged districts were surveyed and the data was updated in the EMIS report. To support the quality of learning 

UNICEF also trained 244 (115 females) Data Collection and Monitoring Assistants (DCMAs), 10 (2 females) district 

monitoring officers and 23 computer operators on data collection of the newly launched LITNUM initiative which will 

record children’s literacy and numeracy skills on regular basis. UNICEF and its partners have also established 13 

prefabricated classrooms with washrooms in seven schools to improve the access to education. To improve the quality 

of education, trainings on pedagogy, child friendly teaching and psychosocial support benefitted 210 teachers (150 male 

and 60 female) while 105 Parent Teacher Committees (PTCs), consisting of 840 members, including 202 women were 

reactivated and were trained on their roles and responsibilities in community mobilisation and school management.  

 

Child Protection 

Drought: The Government of Sindh requested for support to provide psychosocial interventions including child friendly 

spaces in emergency prone areas of the province. As a result, UNICEF has signed contingency partnership agreements 

with three NGOs to provide emergency response in any case of disaster particularly for hazard-prone districts of Sindh. 

A women and child protection working group has been established which is co-led by UNICEF with UNFPA. A key 

priority in 2020 for the working group led by the NDMA’s “Gender and Child Cell” is to have a 3-day Training of Trainers 

on GBV coordination, which includes ensuring protection for child and adolescent survivors. It will target key government 

technical personnel at provincial and national level who will be responsible for multi-sectoral GBV and child protection 

coordination and implementation of related SOPs. This training will be facilitated by experts from GBV area of 

responsibility office, UNICEF and UNFPA national staff. 

 

In Balochistan, the Government completed a drought assessment jointly supported by UNICEF and UNFPA. The 

findings of the assessment will help ensure that, interventions planned and implemented are evidence-based, informed 

and respond to the protection needs of children and communities affected by drought. And as part of Disaster risk 

management, UNICEF has signed a contingency partnership agreement with an NGO to work with the Social Welfare 

Department to provide immediately response to any emergency situation including drought. A women and child 

protection working group has been established which is co-led by UNICEF with UNFPA and are meeting regularly. 
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TDP Returns: UNICEF supported the Government to provide protective services for families in hard to reach areas 

through Child Protection Vans reaching 89,671 children and caregivers with child protection services, including mine 

risk education, recreational services and child protection messages. In addition, 41,180 children received psychosocial 

support during the period. With UNICEF being the only partner in the cluster providing interventions and with the limited 

funding available, there were limitations in reaching the planned targets. There was also challenges with access due to 

security concerns and human resource constraints, 

 

Earthquake: The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), in December 2019, with support from UNICEF and 

UNFPA, established two protective spaces providing psychosocial services and recreational activities for children 

particularly girls and women, reaching 115 children (70 girls and 45 boys) and 95 community members (75 women and 

20 men). Moreover, 115 children were reached with psychosocial support services. 

  

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  

Working in partnership with UNAIDS, WHO and NGO partners, UNICEF took the lead on community engagement to 

address HIV outbreak in Sindh. Based on social profiling and rapid assessments, integrated communication and training 

material were produced, and community engagement interventions reached 573 community influencers, both men and 

women. In 2019, C4D was an integral component of several emergencies: drought response in Balochistan and Sindh. 

Integrated messages on health, nutrition, WASH and Child Protection, HIV was promoted among affected populations 

with C4D interventions covering more than 50% population in need. For HIV outbreak response, interpersonal 

communication and community dialogues were main interventions combined with mass media and social mobilization 

of religious and community leaders. For drought response, it was largely interpersonal communication and community 

education sessions. With support from UNICEF Headquarters and Regional Office, capacity building of more than 35 

UNICEF staff and implementing partners was enhanced through C4D in emergency training, 

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy 
UNICEF actively participates in the Humanitarian Country Team which provides strategic leadership, policy guidance 

and engagement with the Federal Government under the leadership of the UN Resident Coordinator. UNICEF is 

supporting the Provincial Governments’ drought coordination mechanisms and co-leads the WASH, Nutrition, Education 

and Child and Women Protection Working Groups and works in close coordination with UNOCHA, who is leading the 

drought response in Sindh and Balochistan.  

 

The Sindh AIDS Control Programme (SACP) is leading the coordination of HIV interventions at provincial level under 

the guidance of the Health Ministry. Five technical working groups have been established by SACP which are 

coordinating the outbreak response activities and provide technical guidance in Epidemiology and HIV Surveillance; 

Infection Prevention and Control; HIV care and Support; Community Engagement and Resource Mobilization. UNICEF 

co-chairs the community engagement and response group.  

 

For TDP response, the coordination mechanism within UN agencies is led through the Resident Coordinator’s Office 

and the Director General, Directorate of Projects (KP) with the support from the Planning and Development Department 

(P&DD). Four outcome groups have been established and UNICEF leads the Basic Services outcome group 

 

In general, UNICEF will continue to lead and support delivery of a coordinated and coherent humanitarian support by 

strengthening the government-led technical working groups.  

Human Interest Stories and External Media 
UNICEF Pakistan: https://www.unicef.org/pakistan/  

UNICEF Pakistan on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unicefpakistan/ 

UNICEF Pakistan on Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEF_Pakistan 

UNICEF Pakistan on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/unicefpk/ 

Next SitRep: June 30, 2020 
 

UNICEF Pakistan Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/pakistan.html 

 

https://www.unicef.org/pakistan/
https://www.facebook.com/unicefpakistan/
https://twitter.com/UNICEF_Pakistan
https://www.instagram.com/unicefpk/
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/pakistan.html
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Who to contact for 

further information: 

Aida Girma  

Country Representative 

Pakistan 

Tel: +92 51 209 7701  

Email: agirma@unicef.org 

Dr. Tajudeen Oyewale 

Deputy Representative 

Pakistan 

Tel: +92 51 209 7715 

Email: toyewale@unicef.org 

Dominic Stolarow  

Chief Field Operations 

Pakistan 

Tel: +92 302 861 2189 

Email: dstolarow@unicef.org 
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Annex A  

Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response Cluster/Sector Response 

Sector 2019 target Total results 

Change since 

last report 

▲▼ 

2019 target Total results 

Change since 

last report 

▲▼ 

Nutrition 

Children 6-59 months 

with SAM admitted for 

treatment (M/F) 

57,741 25,995 ▲ 17,466 57,741 25,995 ▲ 17,466 

Pregnant and lactating 

women receive 

micronutrients 

supplements 

239,566 162,856 ▲ 122,050 239,566 164,455 ▲ 122,050 

Children 6-59 months 

receive micronutrients 

supplements (children 

M/F) 

414,664 203,527 ▲ 136,781 414,664 203,527 ▲ 136,781 

Health  

Children aged 6 months 

to 10 years vaccinated 

against measles 

594,998 70,792 ▲ 23,570    

Deliveries assisted by 

skilled birth attendants 
97,897 7,890 ▲ 3,972    

People reached through 

health education 

sessions conducted 

during mother and child 

weeks/days 

540,784 369,163 ▲ 147,731    

WASH 

People provided with 

access to water as per 

agreed standards 

540,000 318,878 ▲ 278,479 1,142,582 621,045 ▲ 354,246 

People provided with 

access to appropriately 

designed toilets 

90,000 87,167 ▲ 87,167 159,437 159,227 ▲ 128,571 

People provided with 

key messages on safe 

hygiene practices 

700,000 1,096,533 ▲ 748,380 1,195,782 1,265,689 ▲ 724,017 

Child Protection  

Children reached with 

psychosocial support 

services (M/F) 

225,033 41,2951 ▲ 40,645 344,687 41,295 ▲ 40,645 

Children and caregivers 

reached through child 

protection awareness-

raising activities, 

including mine-risk 

education, child 

marriage and birth 

registration 

213,362 89,881 ▲ 210 325,235 89,881 ▲ 210 

Education 

 
1 UNICEF Pakistan also provided assistance to earthquake affected areas, however, these targets and results were not part of the cluster targets 

and results. 
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School-aged children, 

including adolescents, 

enrolled in formal 

primary and lower 

secondary schools 

(including functional, 

reopened and/or 

temporary facilities) 

140,000 86,320 ▲ 49,911 210,000 86,320 ▲ 49,911 

Formal primary and 

secondary schools 

supported in the 

improvement of safe and 

secure environments 

1,130 7552 ▲ 475 1,460 755 ▲ 475 

 

  

 
2 Also includes Joint intervention by UNDP and UNICEF in the same schools, where both hard and soft components were covered. 
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Annex B 

Funding Status 
 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Humanitarian 

resources 

received in 

2019 

Other 

resources 

used in  

2019 

Resources 

available from 

2018 

(Carry-over) 

$ % 

Health $4,831,122 $1,002,109 $1,769,622 0 $2,059,390 43% 

Nutrition $17,182,959 $4,100,257 $866,573 $1,457,638 $10,758,491 63% 

Education $7,016,698 $8,067 $3,930,899 $112,994 $2,964,738 42% 

WASH $14,439,533 $1,183,467 $4,672,523 0 $8,583,543 59% 

Child Protection $2,395,925 $8,067 685,030 0 $1,702,828 71% 

Preparedness/ DRR $500,000 $50,000 0 0 $450,000 90% 

Cluster Coordination  $500,000 0 0 0 $500,000 100% 

Total $46,866,237  $6,351,967  $11,924,648  $1,570,632   $27,018,990  58% 

 

 


