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18 March 2018 
 

703,000 
Children in need of humanitarian assistance 
 

1.3 million  
People in need 
(JRP March to December 2018) 
 

362,340 
Children (arrived since 25 August 2017) in 
need of humanitarian assistance 
(Based on ISCG SitRep 11 March 2018) 
 

671,000 
New arrivals since 25 August 
(ISCG SitRep, as of 11 March 2018. The decrease is not a 
result of population return, but rather the use of a more 
detailed and accurate methodology to estimate total 
population figures) 

 

Highlights 
 The third round of diphtheria vaccination campaign is ongoing; in the first 

five days, 62,658 children aged 6 months to 7 years were vaccinated with 
pentavalent vaccine while 89,005 children from 7 to 15 years were 
vaccinated with tetanus-diphtheria vaccine.  

 Efforts to strengthen programming to prevent and respond to gender-based 
violence gained momentum with the opening of two new Women-Friendly 
Spaces, each of which is expected to support 500 women. These spaces 
provide a range of confidential services including case management and 
referral for emergency cases, psychosocial support and life skills. 

 Monsoon preparedness activities this week included the desludging (427) 
and decommissioning (48) of latrines to lower the risk of acute watery 
diarrhoea. Three mobile nutrition teams were established to ensure the 
continuity of treatment in affected areas. In addition, 129,506 people were 
engaged on how to prepare themselves for potentially devastating weather. 

 The Joint Response Plan for March-December 2018, coordinated by the Inter 
Sector Coordination Group, was launched on 16 March. The humanitarian 
community has appealed for US$950.8 million (including US$113 million for 
UNICEF) to provide critical life-saving and protective humanitarian assistance 
to 1.3 million people. 

 UNICEF has 42 per cent of funding required against its 2018 appeal with the 
generous support of its donors. An additional US$ 84.5 million is required to 
fully deliver on the Rohingya response.  

SITUATION IN NUMBERS REPORTING PERIOD: 10-17 MARCH 2018 
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Summary of programme results 
11 March 2018 

Sector UNICEF and IPs 

Target 
Total 

Results 
Target 

Total 
Results 

Children 0-59 months treated for 
severe acute malnutrition  35,093 505 24,000 297 

Children (0-23 months) who have 
received all the childhood 
vaccines 

  112,132 - 

People (1 year and above) who 
have received oral cholera 
vaccine 

  1,100,000 - 

People with access to safe 
drinking water 1,260,740 739,394 600,000 291,700 

Children who have received 
psychosocial support  400,000 180,754 350,000 142,317 

Children (4-14) enrolled in 
emergency non-formal education 383,668 134,687 305,315 82,762 
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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs  
Existing basic services for refugees and host communities have been 
overwhelmed due to the massive increase in population. Over 16 million litres 
of clean water are required daily and 50,000 semi-permanent latrines need to 
be constructed or maintained. Prior vaccination coverage amongst new arrivals 
is very low and deadly outbreaks of communicable diseases such as measles and 
diphtheria have already occurred. Risks of cholera or acute watery diarrhoea 
outbreaks will be high during the upcoming monsoon season. Urgent nutrition needs have been prioritized for children under 5 
(including infants), with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) rates as high as three per cent recorded. An estimated 400,000 Rohingya 
children are also in need of psychosocial support and other protection and education services.  
The Joint Response Plan (JRP) for March to December 2018 was launched on 16 March, appealing for US$ 950.8 million. UNICEF’s 
2018 Humanitarian Action for Children will be revisited to ensure full alignment with the JRP.  
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 
The humanitarian response for the Rohingya refugee crisis is facilitated by the Inter-Sectoral Coordination Group (ISCG) in Cox’s 
Bazar. The ISCG Secretariat is guided by the Strategic Executive Group (SEG) that is designed to be an inclusive decision-making 
forum consisting of heads of international humanitarian organizations. 1  On the government side, a National Task Force, 
established by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, leads the coordination of the overall Rohingya crisis. Since the August 2017 influx, 
the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief (MoDMR) has been assigned to coordinate the Rohingya response with support 
from the Bangladesh Army and Border Guard Bangladesh. The Refugee, Relief and Repatriation Commissioner (RRRC) and the 
Deputy Commissioner of Cox's Bazar district are critical for day-to-day coordination. At the sub-national level, UNICEF leads the 
nutrition sector and child protection sub-sector, and co-leads the education sector with Save the Children. UNICEF also co-leads 
the WASH sector along with Action against Hunger. It is important to note that the cluster system has not been officially activated. 
 

Humanitarian Strategy 
UNICEF’s overall strategy is to strengthen government systems to provide basic social services to refugees and host communities, 
using a district-specific approach. The most urgent priority is the prevention of an increase in mortality and morbidity. This will 
be achieved through the provision of safe water, sanitation and washing facilities; SAM treatment; and vaccination. UNICEF is 
also addressing the protection needs of the most vulnerable through the prevention of abuse and gender-based violence and by 
supporting case management, psychosocial support and basic education. Nutrition, WASH, child protection and gender-based 
violence outcomes will be bolstered through targeted cash assistance.  
 
In advance of the monsoon season, facilities at risk of floods and landslides (such as latrines, health and nutrition centres, child 
friendly spaces and learning centres) have been mapped out and are being progressively reinforced, decommissioned or relocated 
as required. Five diarrhoea treatment centres are being constructed to deal with acute watery diarrhoea cases. Contingency stock 
is also being increased and prepositioned. Meanwhile, a network of 1,000 community mobilization volunteers will engage 
households on monsoon preparedness and encourage them to prepare for the impact of adverse weather.  
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response   
 
Health: Outbreaks of measles; acute jaundice syndrome (AJS); and diphtheria 
continue in the Rohingya refugee camps and surrounding communities. This 
includes 957 cases of measles/rubella reported so far in 2018, of which 56 
suspected cases (no deaths) were in week 10. While the trend of cases is 
currently in decline, a further round of measles-rubella vaccination is planned 
in the coming months. Meanwhile, 1,261 AJS cases have also been reported in 
2018, including 131 in week 10. Of 45 samples collected from AJS patients, 53 
per cent tested positive for Hepatitis A and 7 per cent Leptospirosis, while none 
were positive for Hepatitis E. Hepatitis A is associated with poor sanitation and 
hygiene, as well as a lack of safe water, therefore, handwashing will be 
emphasized by health workers and community health volunteers. 
 
From 8 November 2017 to 10 March 2018, 6,132 cases of diphtheria have been reported, including 38 deaths. This includes 165 
cases in the past week. In total, 61 cases have been reported from the host community with no deaths. Overall the declining trend 
continues at a slow pace. The third round of diphtheria vaccination campaign is ongoing; in the first five days, 62,658 children 
aged 6 months to 7 years were vaccinated with pentavalent vaccine while 89,005 children from 7- 15 years were vaccinated with 
tetanus-diphtheria vaccine. Rapid Convenience Monitoring of 600 children found that 15 per cent were not vaccinated during this 
round. The main reasons for not vaccinating were: children not at home; fear of side effects; and illness. Mobilization efforts to 

                                                        
1 The SEG meets weekly, chaired by the Resident Coordinator and co-chaired by IOM and UNHCR. The membership includes UN agencies, INGOs (ACF, MSF and 
Save the Children), and the Red Cross/Crescent movement (ICRC, IFRC).  

 Newly arrived Rohingya refugees 671,000 

 Newly arrived children 58% 

 Newly arrived women and girls 60% 

 
Newly arrived pregnant and 
lactating women 

10% 

 Total affected population 1,300,000 

 Total affected children 703,000 
Note: Based on Inter-Sector Coordination Group reports 

Suspected Measles Cases 
September 2017 to March 2018 

Source: EWARS Bangladesh Annex W10 2018 



3 
 

counter these issues are detailed in the Communication for Development section below. The campaign will continue until 25 
March. 
 
Last week, in ten UNICEF-supported health facilities, 2,693 children under five (48 per cent girls) of a total of 7,666 patients (67 
per cent female) received health services. Additionally, 844 pregnant women received at least one antenatal care consultation 
and 159 women a postnatal care consultation.  
 
Nutrition: During the reporting period, 43,127 boys and girls aged 6-59 months were screened for acute malnutrition through 
active case finding at the community level. Among those 294 children were identified as uncomplicated SAM of whom 287 were 
admitted for OTP treatment (98 per cent admission rate).2  
 
A total of 2,962 aged between 6-59 months identified as MAM were also referred for Target Supplementary Feeding Programme 
and Blanket Supplementary Feeding Programme. A total of 10,307 pregnant and lactating women and care givers of children aged 
0-24 months received messages on infant and young child feeding (IYCF) targeted to reduce under-nutrition among infants and 
young children. During the reporting week, total 2,586 children aged 6-59 months are supplemented with multi-micronutrient 
powder to boost their immunity and to prevent Iron deficiency anaemia, night blindness and other micro-nutrient deficiency 
disorders. 
 
WASH: UNICEF and its partners have constructed 607 tube wells (one built this week) which, along with a small amount of water 
trucking, are providing safe water for 292,600 people (49 per cent of the 2018 target). A total of 1,068 water samples from 243 
tube wells and 486 households were tested for faecal contamination, eight per cent of the target under UNICEF’s new strategic 
partnership with International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh, a world leader in diarrhoeal disease research. 
Thirty tube wells were chlorinated this week, making a total of 60 wells decontaminated in March. Chlorination of all jerrycans at 
water points is expected to begin within 10 days, pending the arrival of chlorine powder.  
 
Safe sanitation interventions, including 14,711 latrines (24 built this week) and 30 faecal sludge management sites are benefitting 
394,870 people (66 per cent of the 2018 target). To date, 3,432 latrines have been de-sludged; the volume of sludge collected 
and treated continues to increase. The dissemination of key hygiene messages continued, reaching 107,288 people since 1 January. 
During the reporting week, 950 hygiene kits were distributed, benefitting 4,750 people.  
 
Child Protection: UNICEF is reaching 188,513 (42 per cent of 2018 target) children and adolescents with critical child protection 
services, including psychosocial support, case management and support for separated and unaccompanied children. This includes 
585 children newly reached in the past week. Consultations were undertaken with adolescents this week to better align services 
to their needs and aspirations. Efforts to prevent and respond to gender-based violence gained momentum this week with the 
opening of two new Women Friendly Spaces, each of which is expected to support 500 women. These spaces provide a range of 
confidential services including case management and referral for emergency cases, psychosocial supports and life skills. 
 
Education: UNICEF has reached 82,762 children (aged 4-14) with non-formal education (27 per cent of the 2018 target) with 
the support of 1,835 teachers, 1,401 of whom have been trained on early learning and non-formal education. High teacher 
turnover means a need for continuous teacher training. This week a training of trainers was given for 35 trainers to who will 
disseminate training on education in emergencies; pedagogy and psychosocial support. To date, 707 learning centres have been 
established. This week, eight spaces were upgraded to semi-permanent structures; 27 centres have been up-graded in total. 
UNICEF and its partners are working to identify new locations to establish learning centres to serve unreached children.   
 
Communication for Development, Community Engagement and Accountability: During the reporting week, two 
new information and feedback centres (IFCs) started operations, bringing the total IFCs to 12. To date, 25,365 community queries, 
complaints and pieces of feedback have responded, including 2,055 in the last week.  
 
To strengthen the third round of the diphtheria campaign, 874 community volunteers, including 567 Imams and Mahjis, reached 
172,088 people with key information on the campaign through 167 events in mosques; megaphone announcements; and tent-
to-tent visits. These volunteers referred or accompanied 18,642 children to vaccination centres. To address misconceptions and 
rumours about the vaccination campaign, 7,000 frequently asked questions leaflets in Bengali, English and Burmese were 
distributed to mobilizers, BBC Media Action, Bangladesh Betar Radio and Community Radio Naf to address knowledge gaps.  
 
Monsoon preparedness: Activities this week included the desludging (427) and decommissioning (48) of latrines to lower 
the risk of acute watery diarrhoea. In total, UNICEF is aiming to decommission 5,000 latrines in advance of the monsoon; activities 
are expected to accelerate in the coming days as the Bangladeshi Army is mobilized in a joint UNICEF-RRRC/MoDMR intervention. 
WASH stocks were reinforced through the ordering of 500,000 bars of soap, 2 tons of chlorine and 144,000 packs of water 
purification tablets.  
 

                                                        
2 All the data represented here is exclusive of data from ACF and Save the Children as their data are yet to be received at the time of this reporting cycle. 
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Discussion is on-going with health authorities and WHO to carry on a second oral cholera vaccination campaign in April. Three 
partners were identified to establish mobile nutrition teams and therapeutic food has been purchased, which will be 
prepositioned as soon as it arrives in Cox’s Bazar. Community engagement and awareness has reached 129,506 people with 
lifesaving information of the target of 300,000. Work is also ongoing to develop mitigation strategies to strengthen learning and 
child-friendly space structures, and to develop alternative learning opportunities to ensure learning continues during the 
monsoon.  
 
Summary Analysis of Host Community Response  
The Rohingya refugee crisis response considers the needs of both the refugee and affected local population, ensuring an equitable 
response while promoting social cohesion. In 2018, UNICEF will target 150,000 people in host communities with safe water and 
adequate sanitation. To date, UNICEF and its WASH partners have rehabilitated 50 water points benefitting 2,500 people, and 
reached 2,160 people with hygiene promotion messages. 
 
UNICEF also supports the Cox’s Bazar District Hospital Special Care Newborn Unit, which has cared for 521 babies in 2018, 
including 45 this week. Support was also provided to establish the Teknaf Newborn Stabilization Unit, which has treated 75 
newborns, including four this week. These facilities receive referrals from both host and Rohingya communities. To prepare 
government health complexes for the monsoon season, Diarrhoea Treatment Centres (20 beds each) are being established in 
UKhiya and Teknaf health complexes. 
 
UNICEF will also support education for 67,350 children in host communities in 2018. Since the start of the response, teaching and 
learning materials, including school bags, notebooks, stationary and teaching aids have been provided to 53,250 children in 
government primary schools along with winter clothes targeting 15,500 of the most vulnerable children. 
 
As part of programme support to host communities, this week UNICEF facilitated the analysis of bottlenecks and the development 
of social maps in all wards of Ukhiya and Teknaf Upazilas in partnership with the local government office and elected 
representatives in Cox’s Bazar.  With UNICEF support, the local administration and elected representatives will develop microplans 
to improve social mobilization around all areas of child survival and development in the coming weeks based on this analysis. 
 

Funding 
UNICEF’s 2018 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) appeal for the Rohingya refugees requires US$ 144.6 million to provide, 
in partnership with the government, life-saving and basic social services to over 700,000 children, which include the existing 
Rohingya population, new influx and the vulnerable children in the host community. The 2018 HAC supersedes the 2017 HAC 
covering the period September 2017 to February 2018. The 2018 HAC takes into consideration the US$25.3 million requirement 
for the first two months of 2018 from the 2017 HAC appeal. 
 
UNICEF wishes to express its sincere gratitude to Canada, Denmark, the European Commission, Germany, Japan, Portugal, the 
Republic of Korea, Sweden, Switzerland, the United States, the United Kingdom, King Abdullah Foundation, UN OCHA and various 
UNICEF National Committees who have contributed generously to the humanitarian response. Continued and timely donor 
support will be critical in 2018 to scaling up the response to provide essential WASH, Health, Nutrition, Child Protection and 
Education services to Rohingya refugees and host communities.  
 

                                        

*The funds available include funds received against the current appeal year and the carry-forward from the previous year.  
                    **Carry-over includes $ 7.9m envisaged for the response beyond 2018. 

           

 
Next SitRep: 25 March 2018 

 

UNICEF Bangladesh HAC: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/bangladesh.html  
UNICEF Bangladesh Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unicef.bd/   
Bangladesh Humanitarian Response Plan 2017: https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/bangladesh 

Appeal Sector 
Funding 

Requirements 

Funds available* Funding gap 
Funds Received 

Current Year 
Carry-Over** $ % 

Nutrition 22,200,000 2,637,741 8,973,969 10,588,290 48% 
Health 25,600,000 2,315,217 4,368,494 18,916,289 74% 
WASH 39,000,000 7,793,326 8,336,089 22,870,584 59% 
Child Protection 18,400,000 3,286,245 3,711,425 11,402,329 62% 
Education 28,500,000 390,665 7,386,742 20,722,593 73% 
Communication for development 3,900,000 52,500 1,178,877 2,668,623 68% 
Emergency Preparedness and Sector 
Coordination 

7,000,000 4,125,452 4,726,219 0 0% 

Unallocated   769,334       
Total 144,600,000 21,370,480 38,681,816 84,547,704 58% 
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SUMMARY OF 2018 PROGRAMME RESULTS (as of 11 March 2018) 
 

 UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

 Mar to Dec 
2018 Target 

Mar to Dec 
2018 Results 

Change  
since last 
report ▲ 

Mar to Dec 
2018 Target  

Mar to Dec 
2018 Results 

Change since 
last report 

▲ 
NUTRITION*       
Number of children (under 5 years) 
treated for severe acute malnutrition 24,000 297 - 35,093 505 - 

Number of pregnant and lactating women 
who have received infant and young child 
feeding counselling 

50,780 9,620 - 85,956 13,053 - 

Number of children (6-59 months) 
reached with vitamin A supplementation 

198,868 - - 198,868 - - 

 2018 
Target 

Total Results 
Change  

since last 
report ▲ 

2018 Target Total Results 
Change since 

last report 
▲ 

HEALTH       
Number of children (0-23 months) who 
have received all the childhood vaccines 112,132 - -    

Number of people (1 year and above) 
who have received oral cholera vaccine 1,100,000 - -    

Number of pregnant women who have 
received HIV testing and counselling 

26,400 - -    

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE       
Number of people who have access to 
safe drinking water 600,000 291,700 - 1,260,740 739,394 - 

Number of people who have access to 
culturally appropriate sanitation facilities 600,000 392,250 - 1,052,495 795,385 - 

Number of people who have received key 
hygiene messages and supplies 450,000 98,818 6,518 1,008,209 637,361 - 

CHILD PROTECTION        
Number of children who have received 
psychosocial support 350,000 142,317 - 400,000 180,754 6,939 

Number of unaccompanied and 
separated children who have received 
case management services 

10,000 1,998 - 22,000 5,575 - 

Number of adolescents who have 
received life skills support 

90,000 40,338 - 110,000 44,552 - 

EDUCATION       
Number of children (4-14 years) enrolled 
in non-formal/formal education, including 
early learning 

305,315 82,762 112 383,668 134,687 17,170 

Number of adolescents (14-18 years) 
enrolled in non-formal/formal education 
including life skills and technical and 
vocational education training 

120,000 - - 146,332 - - 

C4D/ ACCOUNTABILITY MECHANISM       
Number of people reached through 
information dissemination and 
community engagement efforts on life 
saving behaviours and available services 

600,000 145,097 -    

* The Nutrition Cluster is the only Cluster which has decided to report based on March to December 2018 targets and results. Throughout 2018, 
UNICEF and its IPs have reached 4,608 children with SAM treatment and 90,443 women with IYCF counselling, with double-counting included. 
The Cluster has reached 9,384 children with SAM and 119,440 women with IYCF counselling. 
* The Programme Results updates are of 11 March to align with the date of ISCG updates 
 

 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Edouard Beigbeder 
Representative  
UNICEF Bangladesh 
Tel: +880 1730344031 
Email: ebeigbeder@unicef.org 
 

Shairose Mawji 
Chief Field Services 
UNICEF Bangladesh  
Tel: +880 17 0086 6022 
Email: smawji@unicef.org 
 
 

Jean-Jacques Simon 
Chief of Communication  
UNICEF Bangladesh 
Mob: +880 17 1304 3478 
Email: jsimon@unicef.org 
 
 

Sheema Sen Gupta 
Deputy Representative  
UNICEF Bangladesh 
Mob: +880 17 1300 4617 
Email: ssengupta@unicef.org 
 
 


