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Humanitarian
Action for
Children

Republic of Congo
Nearly 74,000 children under 5 years are expected to suffer from severe acute malnutrition 
(SAM) in 2020.  To date, more than 27,000 refugees have fled the Central African Republic 
and settled in Bétou, Republic of Congo, and some 21,000 refugees from the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo remain in the country.  Access to safe water and sanitation services is 
limited among the refugees. Only 48 per cent of refugee households have access to adequate 
sanitation and 64 per cent have access to protected water sources.  The country is also 
hosting over 8,000 asylum-seekers from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, one third of 
whom are children, who are settled along the Congo River and are vulnerable to cholera.   
More than 77,000 internally displaced persons (50 per cent children) who returned to the Pool 
Department following a 2017 ceasefire agreement are struggling to access basic social 
services. As of 30 June 2019, 16 schools are closed, impacting over 3,000 school-aged 
children.  Children affected by conflict and loss of family urgently require psychosocial 
support. The risk of an Ebola outbreak remains high, with 500,000 people potentially 
exposed.  
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Humanitarian strategy Results from  2019
In 2020, UNICEF will deliver an integrated 
package of interventions to affected
populations, including life-saving health 
services; prevention and treatment for acute 
malnutrition; safe water; hygiene support; 
child protection services; and quality 
education. In collaboration with partners, the 
response will focus on three key strategies:
building the capacities of service providers 
and caregivers; supporting the timely and 
effective delivery of essential health, nutrition 
and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 
interventions, particularly for children under 5 
years and pregnant and lactating women; and 
providing supplies. UNICEF will focus on 
scaling up SAM management, complementing 
the World Food Programme's interventions 
related to moderate acute malnutrition. 
UNICEF will also strengthen coordination
among sector and United Nations partners for 
gender-based violence in emergencies risk 
mitigation, including empowerment of women 
and girls and capacity strengthening on the 
prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse 
and sexual and reproductive health. To 
strengthen the linkages between humanitarian 
action and development support, UNICEF will 
identify durable humanitarian-development 
solutions and reinforce community resilience 
and systems, focusing on health, WASH, 
education and protection, in collaboration with 
United Nations agencies. To address the lack 
of disaggregated data and data on people 
with disabilities, UNICEF will also support the 
national data collection system. 

As of 31 August 2019, UNICEF had US$3.9 
million available against the US$12.4 million 
appeal (32 per cent funded).  UNICEF 
supported the creation of sector groups, a 
coordination mechanism that is supporting an 
integrated response for refugees and host 
populations using strong community 
mechanisms that promote children’s 
rights.  The coordination mechanism, which 
also benefited from capacity building and 
follow-up from UNICEF, is reinforcing the 
collection of complaints and 
recommendations, monitoring the 
implementation of activities and supporting 
affected populations and local communities to 
take ownership of interventions. In the Pool 
Department, Likouala region, UNICEF 
expanded sector groups, from the local to the 
national level, to ensure strong linkages 
between humanitarian action and 
development programming, build synergies 
across sectors and strengthen the capacities 
of government ministries. UNICEF 
rehabilitated 6 water points, 85 latrines, 79 
shower cabins and 11 handwashing facilities 
to serve internally displaced populations and 
host communities; accelerated stunting 
reduction by building local capacities in infant 
and young child feeding; and supported the 
rehabilitation of two temporary learning 
centres in Mindouli and Kinkala using durable 
materials. Five child-friendly spaces were 
rehabilitated to serve host and displaced 
populations and address gender-based 
violence in emergencies in Likouala and 
physical violence in Pool.
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Total people in need
843,000  9

Total children (<18) in need
413,000  10

Total people to be reached
505,500  11

Total children to be reached
247,000  12

Nutrition 
42,000 children aged 6 to 59 months
affected by SAM admitted for treatment
25,275 caregivers of children aged 0 to 23
months reached with infant and young
child feeding counselling

Health 
41,000 children aged 6 to 59 months
vaccinated against measles
28,000 households received two
insecticide-treated nets

WASH 
65,000 people accessing a sufficient
quantity of safe water for drinking,
cooking and personal hygiene
28,000 people accessing appropriate
sanitation facilities

Child protection 
6,000 children accessing mental health
and psychosocial support
20,000 women and children (14,000
women and 6,000 children) reached with
key gender-based violence risk mitigation
measures 

Education 
21,000 out-of-school boys and girls aged
3 to 17 years affected by crisis accessing
formal or non-formal basic education
21,000 children aged 3 to 17 years
receiving individual education/early
learning materials

Communication for development 
400,000 people reached with key life-
saving and behaviour change messages
on Ebola prevention 

2020 programme targets
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Who to contact for 
further information:

Manuel Fontaine 
Director, Office of Emergency
Programmes (EMOPS)
Tel: +1 212 326 7163
Email: mfontaine@unicef.org

Carla Haddad Mardini 
Director, Public Partnership
Division (PPD)
Tel: +1 212 326 7160
Email: chaddadmardini@unicef.org

UNICEF 2019 targets UNICEF total results 

NUTRITION

Children aged 6 to 59 months affected by SAM who are admitted for treatment 48,988 2,377

Caregivers of children aged 0 to 23 months accessing infant and young child 
feeding counselling 143,522 50,208

HEALTH
Children aged 6 to 59 months vaccinated against measles 20,710 23,857

People that received an insecticide-treated bed net 32,275 0
WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE
People accessing a sufficient quantity of safe water for drinking, cooking and 
personal hygiene 79,500 31,580

People accessing appropriate sanitation facilities 69,200 14,962

CHILD PROTECTION  

Children accessing mental health and psychosocial support 4,900 143

EDUCATION  

Out-of-school boys and girls aged 3 to 17 years affected by crisis accessing 
formal or non-formal education 27,000 4,016

School-aged children provided with individual education/early learning 
materials 27,000 7,508

COMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT – EBOLA PREPAREDNESS  
People reached with key life-saving and behaviour change messages and key 
family practices on Ebola Virus Disease prevention 350,000 16,531
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 The target will be reached by 31 December as the insecticide-treated net distribution campaign will take place in October and November 2019, including in regions affected by a humanitarian
crisis. 
 With the roll-out of child-friendly spaces after the signing of a programme document with a partner in September, progress will pick up and targets will be achieved/reported by the end of the year. 
 As the academic year starts in September, UNICEF targets will be reached by 31 December 2019 and reflected in end-of-year reporting. 
 The response was reactivated by the Government in July 2019 after the World Health Organization (WHO) decision to raise the risk level for Ebola to international health emergency. UNICEF

Congo has initiated prevention activities in one district of Brazzaville that will be extended to the fluvial corridor and both Brazzaville and Pointe-Noire before the end of the year. Significant progress
is expected and will be reflected in end-of-year reports. 

 Results are as of 31 August 2019 unless otherwise noted. *
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Funding requirements
UNICEF is requesting US$12.1 million to provide life-saving and life-
sustaining assistance to children and their families in the Pool, 
Plateaux and Likouala departments. This funding will contribute to 
preventing and detecting potential Ebola cases. Without this funding, 
UNICEF will be unable to save the lives of thousands of children who 
are at risk of mortality and morbidity due to SAM and the spread of 
communicable and other diseases such as measles, cholera, 
diarrhoea and pneumonia. Lack of funding will also result in the failure 
to provide much-needed and critical child protection and education 
services to the most vulnerable children. 

Sector 2020 requirements (US$) 
Nutrition 4,750,000
Health 992,000
Water, sanitation and hygiene 3,625,000
Child protection 1,181,000
Education 1,093,000
Communication for development 500,000
Total  12,141,000

 The 2020 SAM burden is based a prevalence of 2.6 per cent. Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey for the Republic of Congo, 2014-2015. 
 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) projections for 2020. 
 UNHCR projection of the estimated number of refugees in the Likouala Department, 2019. 
 UNHCR, March 2019. 
 Government of the Republic of Congo Ministry for Primary and Secondary Education, 'Assessment of the Situation of Schools in the Pool region', June 2019. 
 Government of the Republic of Congo Ministry of Health, 'National EVD Preparedness Plan', 2019. 
 Available funds include US$2.1 million received against the 2019 appeal and US$1.8 million carried forward from the previous year. 
 On behalf of refugees from the Central African Republic and the Democratic Republic of the Congo and host populations in the Likouala Department. 
 The people in need figure calculation is: 500,000 people exposed to Ebola (‘National EVD Preparedness Plan’); 73,716 children under 5 years with SAM (Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 2014-

2015); 115,614 returnees and host community members in the Pool Department (Government of the Republic of Congo et al., 'The Situation of IDPs in the Pool region', June 2019); 108,402
refugees from the Central African Republic and the Democratic Republic of the Congo and affected host communities in the Likouala Department (UNHCR, 2019); 45,102 asylum-seekers and host
community members in the Plateaux Department (UNHCR asylum-seeker registration figures, March 2019). The total number of people in need includes 438,279 women, including 214,757 girls. 

 This was calculated using 49 per cent of the total number of people in need, of which 52 per cent (214,757) are girls. 
 The population to be reached figure calculation is: 80 per cent of the Ebola prevention target; 95 per cent of the nutrition vitamin A supplementation and deworming target; 57 per cent of the

SAM treatment target; 50 per cent of lactating women targeted for counselling on infant and young child feeding practices; and the 5 to 17 year age range for the education target (16,000). The
total number of women to be reached is 262,860 (52 per cent of the total population). The total number of people with disabilities to be reached is 7,077, calculated based on 1.4 per cent of the
population living with a physical handicap. National Institute for Statistics, 2018. 

 The total number of children to be reached includes 128,440 girls and 3,458 children living with a physical disability (1,799 girls). 
 The interventions/activities under the gender-based violence in emergencies target are integrated into cross-sectoral programming such as WASH (sanitation facilities) and education. 
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Micaela Marques de Sousa
Representative, Republic of Congo
Tel: +242066525022
Mobile: +242066855805
Email: mmarques@unicef.org


