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Humanitarian
Action for
Children

Burkina Faso
The humanitarian situation in Burkina Faso was one of the fastest growing crises of 2019. The
number of violent security incidents significantly increased compared with previous
years,  and inter-community conflicts have added another complex dimension to the crisis. In
2020, more than 2.2 million people will be in need of humanitarian assistance, including 1.2
million children.  The number of people who have been forcibly displaced has risen from
87,000 in January 2019 to nearly 487,000 in October 2019 (44 per cent children), and the
country is also hosting nearly 27,000 Malian refugees.  An estimated 91 per cent of internally
displaced persons are settled in host communities  that are growing increasingly vulnerable.
UNICEF estimates that 330,000 children  in affected regions are in need of psychosocial
support. Insecurity has also severely impacted basic social services: over 2,000 schools are
closed, affecting 330,000 children and 9,000 teachers;  and 69 health facilities are closed and
71 are functioning with minimum operations, affecting nearly 817,000 people.  Over 147,000
children under 5 years are suffering from severe acute malnutrition (SAM), including nearly
86,000 children in the seven emergency-affected regions.  The prevalence of global acute
malnutrition exceeds the critical threshold in the Sahel and Est regions.
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Humanitarian strategy Results from  2019
In 2020, UNICEF will scale up its multi-
sectoral humanitarian response in Burkina
Faso through partnerships, sectoral  and
inter-sectoral coordination and collaboration
with the Government, in line with
peacebuilding, conflict-sensitive and resilience
strategies. UNICEF will support simplified
approaches to SAM treatment and
partnerships with community-based health
workers to facilitate the delivery of health and
nutrition services, while continuing to
strengthen systems. Water, sanitation and
hygiene (WASH) interventions will combine
emergency and rapid response, with medium-
term resilience-building strategies, such as
Community-Led Total Sanitation, adapted to
emergency contexts. UNICEF will diversify
formal and non-formal education using radio
education programmes and the Safe School
Strategy and through the provision of technical
support for Koranic and Franco-Arabic
schools. UNICEF will emphasize building the
resilience of families and communities to cope
with adversity, focusing on gender and
disabilities, and accelerating both prevention
of and response to child protection concerns.
Partnerships with local actors will be
strengthened to continue service delivery in
conflict-affected communities, including
through systematic support to community-
based child protection mechanisms and
capacity development of community-based
health workers. UNICEF will also strengthen
its engagement in the Rapid Response
Mechanism, in collaboration with relevant non-
governmental organizations and United
Nations agencies, including through technical
support and procurement.
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As of 31 August 2019, UNICEF had US$11.4
million available against the US$47.6 million
appeal (24 per cent funded).  The large
funding gap and reduced humanitarian space
due to increasing insecurity posed major
challenges to UNICEF's ability to reach its
targets. UNICEF supported the treatment of
nearly 38,000 children with SAM (51 per cent
girls), 60 per cent of whom are from the six
regions affected by insecurity.  In its WASH
response, UNICEF was only able to reach 6
per cent of the planned targets for sanitation,
19 per cent for water and 14 per cent for
hygiene support due to funding constraints
and access challenges. Over 88,000 children
were vaccinated against measles (42 per cent
of the target). However, the prolonged health
workers’ strike challenged efforts to monitor
the health situation, including potential
outbreaks. UNICEF supported over 12,000
children affected by insecurity to access
education (6 per cent of the target), and
reached 340,000 children through the Safe
School Strategy (91 per cent of the
target).  UNICEF was a key government
partner in reaching 1,600 students affected by
school closures with accelerated classes and
end-of-section exams. Nearly 36,000 children
benefited from UNICEF-supported child
protection prevention and response services
(38 per cent of the target).
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Total people in need
2.2 million  14

Total children (<18) in need
1.2 million  15

Total people to be reached
1.49 million  16

Total children to be reached
690,000  17

Nutrition 
147,131 children under 5 years with SAM admitted
into therapeutic feeding programmes
560,950 caregivers of children reached with infant
and young child feeding counselling

Health 
270,000 children aged 6 to 59 months vaccinated
against measles
375,000 children and women receiving primary
health care in UNICEF-supported facilities
135,000 people receiving long-lasting insecticide-
treated nets

WASH 
310,000 people accessing a sufficient quantity of
safe water for drinking, cooking and personal
hygiene
525,000 people accessing appropriate sanitation
facilities
500,000 people reached with handwashing
behaviour change programmes

Child protection 
197,304 children accessing mental health and
psychosocial support
20,000 children and women accessing gender-
based violence risk mitigation, prevention or
response interventions

Education 
349,974 children accessing formal or non-formal
education
500,000 children aged 3 to 17 years affected by
crises receiving mental health and psychosocial
support through strengthened capacities of
teachers to provide supportive care environments
at school

Rapid response 
70,000 displaced people, including persons with
disabilities, provided with essential household
items 

Communication for development 
150,000 people in host communities reached with
key life-saving / behaviour change messages on
essential family practices 

2020   programme targets18

19

20

21

22

23

24



Who to contact for 
further information:

Manuel Fontaine 
Director, Office of Emergency
Programmes (EMOPS)
Tel: +1 212 326 7163
Email: mfontaine@unicef.org

Carla Haddad Mardini 
Director, Public Partnership
Division (PPD)
Tel: +1 212 326 7160
Email: chaddadmardini@unicef.org

Sector 2019 targets Sector total results UNICEF 2019 targets UNICEF total results

NUTRITION

Children under 5 years with SAM admitted into therapeutic feeding programmes 133,066 38,914 133,100 38,914

Pregnant and lactating women of children aged 0 to 23 months who received infant
and young child feeding counselling 510,000 389,391 465,000 389,391

 HEALTH

Children aged 6 to 59 months vaccinated against measles 209,000 88,286

Pregnant women in emergency-affected areas who received two long-lasting
insecticide-treated mosquito nets 180,000 10,000

Mothers with newborn children in emergency-affected areas received at least one
postnatal visit by a community health worker 17,088 7,945

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

People accessing a sufficient quantity of safe water for drinking, cooking and personal
hygiene 157,785 61,099 136,000 25,745

People accessing appropriate sanitation facilities 149,481 17,680 136,000 11,460

People accessing hygiene awareness interventions in targeted regions 276,816 85,918 200,000  55,087

CHILD PROTECTION

Girls and boys reached with psychosocial support, including access to child-friendly
spaces/other safe spaces 112,000 39,527 95,000 35,862

Women and children affected by gender-based violence provided with prevention or
response interventions 5,000 2,043 5,000 1,994

EDUCATION 
Children affected by crisis accessing formal or non-formal education, including early
learning 320,000 12,372 200,000 12,372

Boys and girls aged 3 to 17 years attending education in a classroom where the
teacher has been trained in psychosocial support 374,839 339,754 374,839 339,754

School-aged boys and girls (aged 3 to 17 years) receiving learning materials 320,000 12,372 200,000 12,372

i ii

 The education sector results are the same as the UNICEF results as data on progress was not reported by other partners. UNICEF is working to reorganize data management within the education-in-emergencies sector for regular reporting. 
 The result is low due to parents' fear of sending their children to school due to direct attacks and threats to any type of education services and challenges in data collection related to the number of children following the radio education

programme at the household level for security reasons. Finally, since the new academic year has just started at the time of reporting, a significant increase in the results for this indicator is expected. 

 Results are as of 31 August 2019 unless otherwise noted. *
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Funding requirements
In line with the upcoming 2020 Humanitarian Needs Overview,
UNICEF is requesting US$96.67 million to meet the humanitarian
needs of children in Burkina Faso. Without this funding, UNICEF will
be unable to support the most vulnerable boys and girls affected by
humanitarian crisis with a multi-sectoral package of assistance. This
funding will enable UNICEF to invest in strategic partnerships and
bring health, education, nutrition and WASH services to the most
affected populations. UNICEF and partners will also tackle access
constraints through rapid response, community-based interventions
and communication for development strategies, which are critical to
strengthening social cohesion in communities. 

Sector 2020 requirements (US$)
Nutrition 17,315,100
Health 10,281,116
Water, sanitation and hygiene 25,263,857
Child protection 11,228,787
Education 27,727,668
Rapid response management and
implementation 3,050,000

Communication for development 1,800,000
Total  96,666,528
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 As of September 2019, 468 security incidents have been registered in 2019, compared with 404 incidents in 2015-2018. United Nations Department of Safety and Security Burkina Faso, 30 September 2019. 
 Figures are provisional and subject to change upon finalization of the inter-agency needs and planning documents. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 'Burkina Faso: 2020 Humanitarian Needs Overview' (draft), OCHA,

October 2019. 
 Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 'Burkina Faso: Humanitarian snapshot', OCHA, 8 October 2019; and United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 'Operational Portal - Refugee Situations: Burkina Faso', UNHCR, 31

August 2019. 
 Figures are estimates from the shelter sector as of 11 September 2019 and subject to change upon finalization of the Burkina Faso 2020 Humanitarian Needs Overview. 
 Figures are estimates from the child protection sector as of 16 October 2019 and subject to change upon finalization of the Burkina Faso 2020 Humanitarian Needs Overview. 
 This includes children affected by school closures and displaced and host community children (including those already enrolled but who are in need of psychosocial support, conflict/disaster risk reduction, quality education, etc.). Office for the

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 'Burkina Faso: Humanitarian snapshot', OCHA, 21 August 2019. 
 Centre des opérations de réponse des urgences sanitaires, 1 October 2019. 
 National Nutrition Survey, 2018. 
 Ibid. The World Health Organization (WHO) critical threshold is a global acute malnutrition rate of 15 per cent. 
 Clusters are not yet activated in Burkina Faso, UNICEF is co-leading the nutrition, education and WASH sectors and the child protection sub-sector with the Government. 
 Available funds include US$7.2 million received against the 2019 appeal and US$4.2 million carried forward from the previous year. 
 The security crisis is affecting six regions (Sahel, Centre-Nord, Est, Boucle du Mouhoun, Centre-Est and Nord), while food and nutrition crises are affecting 13 regions. 
 The education response has the largest funding gap. Other resources were leveraged for the Safe School Strategy and emergency school supplies. 
 This figure is provisional and subject to change upon finalization of the inter-agency needs and planning documents. 'Burkina Faso: 2020 Humanitarian Needs Overview' (draft). 
 Ibid. The number of children in need represents 56 per cent of the total number of people in need. 
 This includes the highest coverage target for caregivers (women/pregnant and lactating women population) for infant and young child feeding counselling; the highest coverage target for access to sanitation (adult population excluding

caregivers/pregnant lactating women); and the highest coverage target of 270,000 children under 5 years for measles vaccination and 84 per cent (to avoid double counting) of 500,000 children aged 3 to 17 years for mental health and
psychosocial support. Forty-nine per cent are women/girls and 51 per cent are men/boys. 

 This includes the highest coverage target of 270,000 children under 5 years for measles vaccination and 84 per cent (to avoid double counting) of 500,000 children aged 3 to 17 years for mental health and psychosocial support. Forty-nine
per cent are girls and 51 per cent are boys. Children with disabilities represent 0.89 per cent of the children population (0.69 per cent girls) or 6,141 children (including 4,761 girls). Rapport du recensement général des enfants en situation de
handicap au Burkina Faso, 2013. 

 Programme targets are based on the 2019 needs and planning documents and are likely to increase upon finalization of the inter-agency planning documents. New displacement figures were released on 8 October but the 2020 programme
targets do not reflect these emerging needs, which are still under discussion as part of inter-agency analysis of people in need. 

 The projected SAM caseload for 2020 is based on the 2018 National Nutrition Survey (2019 survey is ongoing) and will be revised accordingly. In addition, UNICEF will target children with SAM nationally, which might differ from the 2020
Humanitarian Response Plan (under finalization) and priority regions. 

 UNICEF is targeting 100 per cent of children under 5 years in need (20 per cent of the 1.5 million population in need) for measles vaccination; 60 per cent of children in need for integrated community case management activities; and 80 per
cent of pregnant and breastfeeding women and 100 per cent of newborns in affected areas for distribution of mosquito nets. 

 The 2020 targets have been significantly increased compared with 2019 to account for the exponential increase in needs: they have doubled for water, more than tripled for sanitation and more than doubled for hygiene. UNICEF plans to
cover 30 per cent of sector needs. The target includes both internally displaced persons and host communities 

 This was calculated based on 461,891 children aged 5 to 17 years in need estimated by the child protection group during the ongoing Humanitarian Needs Overview process (figures not yet finalized). The group subtracted the percentage of
children from areas not accessible due to insecurity (5 per cent) and children already covered by the response by UNICEF and other actors. 

 The ongoing Humanitarian Needs Overview process is estimating an increase of 25 per cent in 2020, compared with 2019. This situation is due to the rapid increase in the number of internally displaced persons and closed schools. The
education-in-emergencies working group’s target is 100 per cent of the needs of accessible out-of-school children affected by the crisis (including children from host communities). UNICEF is targeting 70 per cent of overall needs related to
access, psychosocial support and learning materials. 

 This covers the newly displaced people in sites with over 100 households and where access is possible. UNICEF is aiming to cover 30 per cent of the non-food items needed. As of October 2019, official estimates for 2020 displacements
were not yet available. 

 Figures are provisional estimates. Financial requirements are subject to change upon finalization of the inter-agency appeals/planning documents. 
 A package of health services provided to affected children and pregnant women includes integrated community case management for the treatment of pneumonia, diarrhoea and malaria. 
 The budget was calculated based on the unit costs determined by the education-in-emergencies working group. Rapport du recensement général des enfants en situation de handicap au Burkina Faso, 2013. 
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Anne Vincent
Representative, Burkina Faso
Tel: +226 25 49 11 01
Email:  avincent@unicef.org


