
 

                                                  

1 

 

 d1744 and 1661: ©UN ICEF Sudan/2017/D ismasJuniorBIRARONDERWA 

PlPl  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

5.39 million children among  

9.3 million people who need 

Humanitarian Assistance 
(Source: Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview 20201) 
 

1 million2 children among  

1.8 million internally displaced 
(Source: Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview 2020) 

425,600 children3 among 

818,462 South Sudanese refugees  
 

UNICEF Appeal 2020 
US$ 147.11 million  

        

 
1 2020 Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO). 
2 This number is calculated based on 58 per cent of the total displaced population as indicated in the HNO 2020.   
3 The number of children among South Sudanese refugee (SSR) is calculated based on 52 per cent of the number of the total population of SSRs. Total number of SSR 
is 818,462 as of 29 February 2020, (Source: UNHCR Sudan population Dashboard, https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/74614 ).  
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A girl child shows her classmate how to properly wash hands using soap and water 
at Ban Jadid Primary School in El-Fasher, North Darfur, 
Credit:  © UNICEF/UNI233846/Noorani 

Highlights  

• Inter-tribal conflict in West Darfur during the last days of 2019 displaced 
around 40,000 people into El-Geneina town. UNICEF mobilized an intersec-
toral response that included emergency latrines, education supplies for 
3,250 children, safe access to water for 31,000 people, 760 baby blankets, 
measles immunization for 1,298 babies, four temporary primary health cen-
tres, training for 70 government staff on running Child-Friendly Spaces and 
providing psychosocial support to IDP children. 

• COVID-19 arose as an imminent humanitarian threat to Sudan. During Feb-
ruary and March, UNICEF determined and initiated its response, aligned into 
the Transitional Government and wider UN response strategy. UNICEF has 
taken the national lead on Risk Communication and Community Education, 
country level coordination, provision of WASH services to critical facilities, 
and provision of Personal Protective Equipment.  

• UNICEF provided support through NCCW to reunify 2000 Khartoum based 
Khalwa students with their families in other states following the implemen-

tation of COVID-19 movement restrictions.  

2020 Funding 
Requirement: 

147.11M 

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/74614
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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 
Sudan has experienced two major humanitarian developments in the first quarter of 2020, the appearance of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the response to the El Geneina, West Darfur, inter-communal violence and the preparation.  

In February, the Federal Ministry of Health (FMoH) and partners developed a national preparedness and operational readiness plan 
for Novel Coronavirus and based on this, prevention and control measures were initiated. On 13 March, Sudan announced the first 
confirmed case of COVID-2019, a middle-aged man who had travelled from the United Arab Emirates. For the remainder of the 
quarter, heavy emphasis was placed on prevention of an outbreak, including strengthening border controls. Air travel was restricted 
on 17 March but significant gaps in health care facilities, testing kits and protective equipment remained, contributing to serious 
concern going into the second quarter of 2020.  

It is likely that response and protection measures against COVID-19 will have significant impact on UNICEF’s activities over the rest 
of the year. This includes issues such as postponement of non-lifesaving activities (Community Led Total Sanitation), the closure of 
schools, incorporating physical distancing into psychosocial support mechanisms and health services. UNICEF Sudan is ensuring 
that lifesaving interventions continue to reach vulnerable children and their communities, developing and incorporating COVID-19 
responsible approaches and when necessary taking steps to expediate postponed activities when they are safe to implement. In 
collaboration with the Ministry of Social Development and Labour, a cash based social welfare programme is being established, 
seeding US$2 million directly into vulnerable households across the country, alleviating financial pressure on families and stimulat-
ing local economies. Links to UNICEF’s Global COVID-19 Appeal, the MENA Region (Including Sudan’s update) and global sitreps 
are footnoted4 and links to UNICEF response content can be found under the Communication and Advocacy section.   

In the last days of 2019, 40,000 people in West Darfur were displaced following communal violence between Arab and Masalit tribes 
that killed at least 54 people including 11 children. Around 32,000 people took refuge in El Geneina and other fled to neighbouring 
Central African Republic, including internally displaced persons (IDPs) from three IDP camps near El Geneina town. In addition, 
thousands of people have crossed the border into Chad, seeking refuge in villages near the border. Two interagency missions were 
conducted to assess the urgent needs, response plans were developed, and emergency services were delivered, including non-food 
items (NFIs), health and nutrition, shelter, water, food and sanitation services. 

Political efforts continue to establish sustainable peace in Sudan. In January 2020, Sudanese Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok visited 
the town of Kauda in the SPLM-N held Nuba Mountains in South Kordofan. He was the first senior Khartoum official to travel there 
since clashes resumed in the area in 2011. 

In February, peace talks on the Darfur and East Sudan tracks resumed in Juba, South Sudan, and technical committees regarding 
the Blue Nile and Nuba Mountains tracks were formed. The negotiations had been postponed for a week following the sudden death 
of the Sudanese Defence Minister, Jamal Omer on 25 February as he was the head of the government negotiating team for security 
arrangements. Two factions of the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) led by Mansour Arbab now called "New JEM" and another 
faction of JEM led by Abdallah Banda requested to join the Juba talks.  

An international delegation, formed by the Troika (the UK, Norway, and the USA), the European Union and Germany, has proposed 
the formation of a transitional, cooperative legislative council, inclusive of the armed movements and the Sudanese Government. 
to regarding the peace agreement. The proposition suggests that given the Government delegation and the Sudan Revolutionary 
Front (SRF) rebel alliance agreed on most issues, should both parties sign a peace agreement on May 9, the cooperative legislative 
council can be used to iron-out outstanding issues. The parties already agree that Darfur will be reunited into a single province and 
will be free to use its resources and funds without interference from Khartoum. The two parties agreed on the distribution of re-
sources, the expenditure of services, and a fund to support sustainable development in Darfur.  Some outstanding issues include 
the size of financial obligations to be paid by the government to special commissions, and the proportion of revenue the Darfur 
province will receive from its resources such as oil, gold.  

In another development, the SPLM-N faction led by Abdel-Aziz al-Hilu accused the Sudanese government of supporting the Malik 
Agar led faction of the SPLM-N by allocating them areas to establish military camps in the Blue Nile and South Kordofan states. 
The Malik Agar faction had earlier signed a peace agreement with the Government of Sudan. 

Sudan launched the Humanitarian Needs Overview stipulating the urgent needs of 9.3 million Sudanese. The state of food insecurity 
and malnutrition at household level is of serious concern with approximately 6.2 million people in need of food assistance. 

Staple food prices continue to increase across Sudan, with some prices in February 2020 doubling those in February 2019 according 
to the Sudan Price Bulletin from FEWS NET. The annual inflation rate hit 81.64% in March, according to the Central Bureau of Sta-
tistics. 

The United States has removed Sudan from the list of Countries of Particular Concern (CPC) on Religious Freedom, 20 years after 
its designation. The removal of Sudan from its list of nations that severely violate religious freedoms, signals an increased support 
for the civilian-led transitional government. 

 

 
4 UNICEF Global Appeal, UNICEF Global and regional Corona virus sitreps,   

https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/covid-19/donate
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/Novel%20Coronavirus_sitreps.html
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Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  

During the reporting period, UNICEF humanitarian sectors (Nutrition, WASH, Education) and the Child Protection sub-sector, con-
tinued to lead and coordinate with their respective partners and stakeholders as per the Humanitarian Response Plan 2020.  To kick 
start the humanitarian response for 2020, a 100 million USD CERF fund was contributed, and sector leadership undertook a signifi-
cant planning exercise to ensure an efficient, interagency utilization.   

UNICEF humanitarian coordination supported sectors to prepare for the year ahead with intersectoral and sector-wide planning, 
workshops and bi-lateral engagement. This included a nationwide conference dedicated to determining how the water sector can 
deliver within the new Sudan context.  This further includes a WASH in Schools assessment validation workshop led by the Ministry 
of Water and Ministry of Education supported by UNICEF and the WASH and Education sectors. Sector leadership became heavily 
engaged in COVID 19 interagency preparedness and response planning, mapping and mobilizing partners and supporting resource 
mobilization. UNICEF sectors issued Sudan specific guidance to the sector partners on COVID 19 and how respective sector activi-
ties can contribute to the eight standard COVID 19 response pillars. 

UNICEF leadership and sector coordination took part in several interagency missions. Senior UNICEF staff formed part of the Hu-
manitarian Country Team mission that responded to the IDP situation in Geneina, West Darfur. This included high level advocacy, 
assessments and reviews that enabled an effective response to be mounted. Education, Child Protection, and WASH Sector Coor-
dinators partnered in an inter-agency, intersectoral mission to assess the humanitarian needs within the SPLM-N controlled areas 
in Blue Nile (Yabus, Ulu). In February, an inter-agency mission to Kassala and the Red Sea state was carried out to ensure conver-
gence and complementarity of nutrition interventions between the UN agencies, prepare the Eastern states to scale up nutrition 
interventions through the 2020 CERF. State Sector representatives and sector partners also joined in inter-sector and sectoral mis-
sions to assess and respond to displaced populations in North Darfur, West Darfur, South Kordofan. 

The WASH sector and the UNICEF Health section worked with WHO and FMOH to map the multi-hazard hotspot locations in the 
country, based on the last 5 years’ data. The hazards mapped are cholera, floods, vector borne diseases, vaccine preventable dis-
eases, mass casualties and drought. Population estimates for the affected hotspots have been made, stockpiles with the partners 
in the country have been mapped, partners who can respond to these hazards have been identified. Budget requirements for ap-
propriate hazard response is being estimated and partners (including new partners) are being mobilized to fill apparent gaps. 

Humanitarian Strategy  

UNICEF and its humanitarian partners will continue to support the Government of Sudan to respond to the country’s ongoing 
humanitarian crises. These are exacerbated by broader economic deterioration and risk of socio-political instability despite 
optimism for improvement under the transitional leadership. Joint identification of the most vulnerable children and communities 
will be conducted to provide sustainable, multisectoral solutions that promote social cohesion, bridge humanitarian action and 
development programming. UNICEF will prioritize reaching children in high-risk zones affected by cyclical floods and epidemics, 
conflict, the broader effects of climate change and the economic crisis. To strengthen accountability to affected populations, 
communities will be involved in evidence-based decision-making that impacts their lives. UNICEF will continue to conduct upstream 
advocacy and support coordination at national and state level to facilitate humanitarian responses that reach the most vulnerable 
and marginalized children and their communities through its leadership of the Education, Nutrition and Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WASH) sectors and the Child Protection area of responsibility. UNICEF will continue working with State and non-State 
actors to increase access to affected children in Blue Nile, South Kordofan and the Darfur states. Significant progress has been made 
towards improving humanitarian access in these hard-to reach areas and efforts will continue during 2020.    

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Child Protection 

The first of quarter of 2020 has challenged UNICEF and the partners working on child protection given the continuous shortage of 
fuel, flour and then the emergence of COVID 19 in the country and the resultant fear of further contagion.  

The challenge presented by COVID 19 precautions has especially affected the provision of Psycho-Social Support (PSS) as children 
can no longer utilise Child Friendly Spaces or gather at schools where most identification of children under stress and follow up 
action occurs. To meet this challenge, new methods are currently being established following global guidance in order to provide 
for the greater need for PSS in a COVID-19 context., UNICEF and partners have established new strategic response guidelines which 
will likely require some revision of HAC planning targets and approaches. 

UNICEF has been specifically addressing the issue of children studying at Khalwas (Quranic boarding schools) where most of them 
live away from their families in different states and localities all over the country. Covid-19 precautions halted interstate travel 
leaving around 145,000 children nationwide, stranded (as registered by NCCW and SCCW). The registration exercise has been 
conducted under the leadership of the ministry of religious affairs who provided contacts and access to the Khalwas. Almost 25,000 
of these children’s families have already been traced. UNICEF has already provided support through the  NCCW to reunify 2000 
Khartoum students with their families in other states and the identification and reunification process has begun for Khalwa students 
across the country.  

Despite the challenges of the first quarter of 2020, UNICEF and partners delivered PSS through Child Friendly Spaces, mobile teams 
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and home visits to 43,507 children (20,922 boys, 22,585 girls).  Reunified 471 Unaccompanied and Separated Children (324 boys, 147 
girls) with their families or placed them in appropriate alternative family care, this includes 120 South Sudanese children in Al Radoom 
and Bilial in South Darfur. In addition, 8345 (2,647 boys, 5698 girls) have received prevention and response services to address 
gender-based violence ( GBV).  

Following the community violence in Geneina, of which 9 children were killed and 7 were injured, UNICEF’s Child Protection 
mechanisms were mobilised to help those suffering. Coordinating with UNHCR, UNICEF trained 70 government staff, 105 
Community Based Child Protection Network members and 44 animators on how to run the 7 established (complete with WASH 
facilities and recreational equipment) child-friendly spaces. Psycho-Social support was provided for 3,077 children (1218 boys and 
1859 girls), 9 boys and 8 girls were reunited with their families and 53 Gender Based Violence cases (all female) were provided medical 
treatment, PSS and legal counselling. 

Education 

During the first quarter of the year, UNICEF distributed teaching 
and learning materials to 60,148 students (30,526 boys & 29,622 
girls) in the states of North Darfur, West Darfur, South Darfur, 
Gadaref, Kassala, White Nile, Blue Nile and South Kordofan. These 
included student kits, teacher kits, blackboards, seating mats, 
recreational kits, school uniforms, dignity kits and sustainable 
female hygiene supplies. These resources support continuity of 
learning, completion of the school year, and transition 
examinations for Grades 1 to 8. They also support Alternate 
Learning Programme (ALP) centres in North Darfur, Sennar and 
South Kordofan where 5,866 out of school children were enrolled.  
To improve learning environments, UNICEF support helped 
construct 4 new classrooms, rehabilitated 78 classrooms and 
constructed 17 latrines for the benefit of 12,119 students (5,598 boys 
& 6,521 girls) in Central Darfur, West Darfur, Blue Nile, White Nile, 
and Sennar. Also, 522 teachers (219 males & 303 females) were 
trained in education in emergency, life skills and core subjects and 
360 education actors (176 males & 184 females) were trained on 
school improvement planning (SIP), child protection issues, 
peacebuilding and education in emergency with increased 
resilience to humanitarian situations. 
Following the security incidents from December 27 till 31 December 2019 between Arab and Masalit tribes, causing a huge loss of 
lives and properties, around 35,000-40,000 people were displaced in 32 displacement gathering points within El-Geneina town, and 
45 villages outside of El-Geneina. With UNICEF support, World Relief was able to construct one new latrine unit with 6 drop holes 
along with 1 hand water facility in El Naseem girls school in El-Geneina benefiting 180 girls. Also 100 students seats were distributed 
to schools affected with hosting IDPs children reaching 500 school children. Furthermore, education supplies were distributed 
reaching 3,250 school children (1800 boys,1450 girls).  
Since 14 March and across all of Sudan, all education institutions were closed as part of the COVID-19 counter measures taken by the 
Government of Sudan. All grades, basic and secondary, have already completed their school year and final exams except for Grades 
8 basic and 3 secondary which were preparing for exams in March and April, respectively but have been postponed until further 
notice. This applies to public schools and private schools that follow the Sudanese curriculum. Private schools following international 
curricula are applying various e-Learning and house teaching modalities to complete the school year. All gatherings, workshops and 
training activities are currently banned which is affecting the implementation of all soft components of the humanitarian Education 
programme (community mobilization, capacity building activities, supplies end-user distribution, etc.). 
The Undersecretary at the Federal Ministry of Education issued a decree for a unified education calendar across Sudan. This will start 
on the 6 September 2020 and change of education ladder from eight years of basic and three years of secondary schools to six years 
of basic, three years of intermediate and three years of secondary school. Also, the National Centre for Curricula and Educational 
Research (NCCER) announced a review of the curricula for grades 1 to 6 starting with the upcoming 2020-2021 school year. As the 
government progresses its reforms, these changing factors pose a challenge to the education sector’s ability to continue standard 
implementation in humanitarian situations. 
 

Child Survival and Development (CSD) Programme Component 

Health and Nutrition (H&N) 

In response to the inter-tribal clashes in West Darfur, UNICEF scaled up primary health care services, including provision of four 
temporary primary health care facilities at four gathering points of the displaced people. UNICEF support included operational costs, 
training and provision of supplies . As a result, 68,946 individuals were reached with lifesaving health and nutrition services, including 
treatment for severe acute malnutrition, Integrated Management of Childhood Illness (IMCI), measles immunization, antenatal care, 
delivery and counselling on recommended Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) practices. 

Children participate in the Safe School Initiative in El Fasher. In 
partnership with the Ministry of Education facilitators used colour-
ing, songs and a discussion with children to educate them about 
their rights and how to safely report violence in schools 
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The COVID-19 response dominated the agenda of quarter one and UNICEF is coordinating closely with the Federal government and 
United Nations Country Team to prevent a serious outbreak and prepare for one to occur. UNICEF is fully engaged in the national 
response structure at all levels and participates in three sub-committees namely Risk Communication & Community Engagement, 
Covid-19 case management and Financial and Supply Management. To date, UNICEF has delivered 500 sets of PPEs and googles to 
the Federal Ministry of Health to support national capacity for Infection Prevention and Control (IPC). UNICEF also provided technical 
assistance for development of SOPs and guidelines for continuity of non-COVID-19, essential health and nutrition services in a safe 
environment. Specific guidelines on Community based Management of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM) and Infant and Young Child 
Feeding Counselling (IYCF) have been adapted from global COVID-19 guidelines for use in Sudan. These seek to adjust standard 
practices of Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF) distribution to minimize potential for exposures from large crowds gathering.   

For most of the first quarter the UNICEF Health and Nutrition 
humanitarian response for IDPs and vulnerable host communities 
in other states was delivered uninterrupted.   In Nutrition, mid-
upper arm circumference (MUAC) screening occurred for children 
between 6 - 59 months; in Central Darfur, (72,953 were screened 
and 757 Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) cases were identified 
and referred to Outpatient Therapeutic Programs (OTP) for 
treatment); in South Darfur (3,365 screened, 10 SAM cases 
identified); in North Darfur (19,421 screened, 804 SAM cases 
identified) in Red Sea, Gedaref and Kassala (106,375 screened, 
3,992 SAM cases identified); in South and West Kordofan (4,636 
screened, 304 SAM cases identified) and Blue Nile and White Nile 
( 4,231 screened, 256 SAM cases identified). Infant and Young 
Child Feeding (IYCF) counselling was provided to 720 pregnant and 
lactating women in South Darfur, 1,540 mothers and caregivers in 
White Nile, and  14,860 across Red sea, Kassala and Gedaref.  

In Health services, UNICEF supported the implementation of an integrated mobile clinic to service the towns of Aja and Boulay in 
North Jebel Mara locality, in an area that has not received any humanitarian assistance since before the 2003 conflict in Darfur began. 
This is provided basic health care services to 2,970 individuals; 319 medical consultations were held (81 out of them were for under-
five children), 23 pregnant women attended an Ante-Natal Clinic and 300 children received their 1st dose of pentavalent and 50 
received their first measles vaccination. 

In South Darfur, 9,338 children under one year received the first dose of Measles vaccination in hard to reach areas and at border 
localities of Umdafog (where around 12,000 Central African Republic refugees are present) and Al-Radoum (home to almost 13,000 
South Sudanese Refugees). Furthermore 13,494 children received the third dose of pentavalent including refugees, aforementioned 
malnutrition screening and IYCF counselling occurred. 

In North Darfur, Integrated Primary Health care services including routine immunization and PMTC services were delivered for the 
newly arrived displaced persons in hard to reach areas . As well as the MUAC screening, IMCI services reached 7,423 children under 5 
(1,672 South Sudanese Refugees and 5,751 from host communities). Meanwhile, 16 confirmed measles cases were reported among 
South Sudanese Population in Al Lait who had recently arrived and were provided with treatment.  

As measles remains a threat across Sudan immunization continues with; 17,511 in Kassala, Red sea and Gedaref, 5855 in South and 
West Kordofan, 457 in White Nile, and 2565 in East Darfur. 

In South and West Kordofan, UNICEF supported seven integrated mobile PHC clinics. In South Kordofan these covered 25 hard to 
reach communities in Abujebella and Abassiya localities, reaching 19,106 beneficiaries, including 3,170 children Under 5 year (1,230  
South Sudanese Refugees) and 605 pregnant women received antenatal care services. In West Kordofan five mobile clinics provided 
3612 consultations and 618 Ante-Natal care services.  

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

UNICEF is supporting the WASH components of the COVID-19 response under Pillar 2: Risk Communication and Community En-
gagement, (in conjunction with Communication For Development (C4D)) and under Pillar 6: Infection Prevention and Control; access 
to water and sanitation for health (WASH) services in public places and community spaces most at risk, which includes handwashing 
facilities in high risk spaces and providing water services to isolation and treatment centres.  

To date, UNICEF has provided WASH supplies, including 4,500 hand sanitizers, 5,040 bars of soap, fifty 5000 litre water tanks, and 
chlorine for disinfection.  UNICEF has provided the two isolation centres in Khartoum with WASH supplies and services (rehabilita-
tion/extension of water and sanitation services and installation of hand washing stations) and has readied three months’ worth of 
WASH supplies in 13 states, enough to support two isolation centres in each state with storage tanks, sanitizers, chlorine and soaps. 
UNICEF will also complement the WASH infrastructure gaps at the state isolation centres, points of entry, treatment centres and 
also in some IDP camps. State level assessments and response plans are prepared for Khartoum, North Darfur, South Kordofan, West 
Kordofan, South Darfur, East Darfur and Blue Nile with a focus on COVID19 isolation centres. 

39,000 Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets being distributed to IDPs in El 
Geneina following inter-tribal clashes, Photo: Abeer Alagabany 
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UNICEF supported WASH activities have temporarily shifted toward supporting the COVID-19 response and immediate lifesaving 
interventions following the global developments. Hand washing promotion is critical in the COVID-19 response and this HAC indica-
tor will see increased results. Water supply activities will focus on life saving interventions while taking occupational precautions such 
as “physical distancing” and “duty of care for workers and communities”. Preparation is underway to intensify programming later in 
the cycle to make up for delays caused by COVID-19 precautionary measures.  

UNICEF is also prepositioning supplies and planning in readiness for rainy season flooding and disease outbreaks (cholera, dengue, 
chikungunya etc.) despite the COVID-19 outbreak. This remains a threat to the lives of Sudanese children and their family members.  

Over the first quarter, UNICEF supported the provision of basic water supplies for 97,500 IDPs and other vulnerable emergency af-
fected population including 49,725 children in West and South Darfur, North Kordofan, Blue Nile and Sennar. This was through the 
rehabilitation of non-functional water yards and hand pumps, construction of water yards and new shallow wells fitted with hand 
pumps. UNICEF supported the provision of sustained basic water supplies for 54,472 IDPs and other vulnerable emergency affected 
population including 277,680 children and 1,667 refugees and host communities in North, South, East and West Darfur and Blue Nile, 
White Nile and Sennar States through the disinfection, operation and maintenance of existing water supply systems. The systems 
now provide equitable and sustainable access to safe water for the IDPs, refuges and communities affected by the 2019 cholera 
outbreak in Blue Nile and Sennar.   

In addition, 15,397 IDPs, Refugees and other vulnerable emergency affected population people, including 7,852 children, in North, 
West and South Darfur gained access to basic sanitation through the construction of 320 emergency households’ latrines, 241 com-
munal latrines and the rehabilitation of 280 communal latrines. Additionally, 319,039 people (IDPs and other vulnerable populations 
and refugees) including about 162,710 children and 26,833 refugees and host communities, including about 13,685 children, attended 
hygiene promotion sessions and received household visits in five Darfur States, South Kordofan, White and Blue Nile, and Sennar 
resulting in a more hygienic living environment and safer water storage and use. 

Communication for Development (C4D)  

UNICEF has been designated the pillar lead for Risk Communications for the Sudan wide 
COVID-19 response, coordinating between UN partner agencies and NGOs to ensure 
consistent messaging and comprehensive reach. UNICEF’s Communication for 
Development (C4D) is responsible for this pillar and has also been engaging with 
Government departments, community-based organizations, religious leaders, media 
outlets, private sector partners, “Resistance Revolutionary” groups and other 
community groups to respond to COVID-19. This response includes supplying 
information, education and communication  content and material such as leaflets, 
posters, videos, animations and songs that provide guidance on COVID-19 symptoms 
and prevention, encourage the adoption of positive health practices and recommend 
staying at home.  

Social media content and IVR messages providing basic information and tips on COVID-
19 awareness are being sent to over 13.5 million mobile phones daily. Government 
owned and private television and radio channels are broadcasting messages to raise 
public awareness on COVID-19, reaching approximately 60% of the population. 
Community health workers were trained in interpersonal communication and mobilized 
in educating communities on COVID-19 using several online platforms. The need to 
maintain physical distancing has led to innovative solutions for community 
engagement, such as the creation of ‘voice rooms’, an online awareness session 
programme.  

In addition, C4D is providing technical, financial and staff support to the Health 
Promotion Directorate, which leads health promotion activities, data collection, 
research, reporting and social mobilization for COVID 19 across Sudan.   

While the COVID-19 response has taken immediate priority, preparedness for the coming rainy season and the outbreaks that follow 
it remain critical in preventing and mitigating outbreaks of water borne and mosquito borne diseases such as cholera, dengue fever, 
malaria and chikungunya. 

Communication and Advocacy 

In January, UNICEF and the National Council on Child Welfare (NCCW) held a workshop on strengthening the media’s role in ensur-
ing children’s rights. It was attended by journalists, members of the Forces for Freedom and Change, the Ministry of Social Welfare 
and Development, NCCW and UNICEF.  

In February the Prospects Partnership Project was launched at UNICEF to improve prospects for forcibly displaced people and their 
host communities in Sudan. This is supported by The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands, International Finance Corpora-
tion (IFC), International Labour Organization (ILO), United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the World Bank. A press release “A new partnership, 'Prospects' changes the ways of supporting 

The C4D team and Ministry of Health staff or-
ganise pamphlet distribution to provide infor-
mation on preventing the spread and trans-
mission of COVID-19 in Khartoum 

https://www.unicef.org/sudan/press-releases/new-partnership-prospects-changes-ways-supporting-displaced-groups-and-their-host
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displaced groups and their host communities in Sudan” was issued for both local and international media. Also in February, 
UNICEF produced a training and instructional video on child safeguarding  practices for staff, partners and the general public. 

Efforts to combat the spread of Covid-19 amongst the general public took priority from February. This included several videos, 
posts, Facebook Live Q&A with C4D & Federal Ministry of Health (FMoH) and working with key partners including the FMoH to 
formulate and promote awareness and prevention messages including the need for physical  distancing and the effect of the pan-
demic on children and families, especially on Education and Protection issues. This includes an explainer video made by children, 
posts such as this illustrating UNICEF’s response to COVID-19 in Sudan, and this video collaboration with some of Sudan’s best-
known online personalities sharing information about COVID-19 and messages of hope and unity. 

In the first quarter UNICEF Sudan launched its Arabic website to further promote engagement with Arabic speakers and increase 
outreach. Engagement with the media included 18 interviews with national and international TV, radio and press focusing mainly on 
raising awareness to prevent the spread of Covid-19. Social media following increased on the various platforms gaining 91,200 Face-
book followers (164,451 total), 1,600 YouTube subscribers (3,800 total), 5,700 Twitter followers (23,000 total) and 1,500 on Instagram 
(13,500 total). 

Funding 

UNICEF’s 2020 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) appeal for Sudan requires US$147.11 million to address the new and pro-
tracted needs of the afflicted population. The prevailing political and economic fragility in Sudan is further complicated by the turmoil 
of the Covid-19 crisis. The HAC appeal will be updated in the second quarter to reflect the change in needs and context. At the end 
of March, UNICEF faced a US$85.37 million (58 percent) funding shortfall (aside from Covid-19 response requirements 5), curtailing 
relief efforts against flooding, disease outbreaks, conflict and the nutrition crisis, and leaving education, health, child protection and 
WASH needs unaddressed.  
 
UNICEF Sudan would like to take this opportunity to express its humble and sincere appreciation to the donors that continue sup-
porting the humanitarian appeal in Sudan. In 2020 the humanitarian response has to-date been supported by the European Union, 
the governments of Canada, Japan, the United States as well as by significant contributions from the Central Emergency Response 
Fund (CERF) and the Sudan Humanitarian Fund (SHF); in Darfur, UNICEF also implemented interventions with funding from the 
United Nations-African Union Hybrid Operation in Darfur (UNAMID) for human rights and rule of law. 
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in the 2020 Humanitarian Action for Children appeal)  

Appeal 
Sector 

 2020 HAC Requirement 
(US$)  

 Funds available * Funding gap 

 Funds Received Cur-
rent Year (US$) 

 Carry-Over   
(US$) 

US $  % 

Child Pro-
tection 

12,632,498 3,846,930 1,095,739 7,689,829 61% 

Education 33,222,430 4,938,512 1,363,553 26,920,366 81% 

Health   25,393,608 7,115,711 5,449,152 12,828,745 51% 

Nutrition 49,017,960 21,781,071 5,449,152 21,787,737 44% 

WASH 25,345,000 6,688,920 4,008,268 14,647,812 58% 

Total   147,111,496 44,371,143 17,365,864 85,374,489 58% 

* Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 

 

Next Situation Report: 15 July 2020 
UNICEF Sudan: www.unicef.org/sudan 

UNICEF Sudan Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/UnicefSudan123 

UNICEF Sudan Humanitarian Action for Children: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/sudan.html 

  

 
5 The additional COVID-19 requirements were at 24.5 million USD as of end of April, however this only includes the health-led response, not the efforts required to 

put in place continuity of services etc.   

Abdullah Fadil 
Representative 
UNICEF Sudan 
Email : afadil@unicef.org 
Tel: +249 (0)156 553 670 ext. 300 
 
 
 
 
 

Fatma Mohammed Naib 
Chief of Communication and Advocacy 
UNICEF Sudan  
Email: fmohammednaib@unicef.org 
Tel: +249 (0)871 888000 ext. 320  
 
 
 

Who to  
contact for 
further  
information: 

https://www.unicef.org/sudan/press-releases/new-partnership-prospects-changes-ways-supporting-displaced-groups-and-their-host
https://youtu.be/4Vw2OW9uY6Q
https://web.facebook.com/UNICEFSudan/videos/153657662545332/
https://web.facebook.com/UNICEFSudan/videos/686630475502358/
https://web.facebook.com/UNICEFSudan/photos/pcb.3231073326926756/3231072266926862/?type=3&theater
https://web.facebook.com/UNICEFSudan/videos/1594172807401683/
https://www.unicef.org/sudan/ar
http://www.unicef.org/sudan
https://www.facebook.com/UnicefSudan123
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/sudan.html
mailto:afadil@unicef.org
mailto:fmohammednaib@unicef.org
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Annex A 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS (2020 results against provisional targets) 

 
6 Overall needs are based on 2020 Humanitarian Needs Overview 
7 Sector results sometimes are lower than UNICEF results due to the exclusion of the Refugee caseload from sector results. This avoids double-counting as these are re-
flected within UNHCR’s multi-sector response results.  
8 Targets reflect the UNICEF 2020 Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal, https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/2019-HAC-Sudan.pdf.  

 

 
Overall 

Needs6 

Sector (Cluster) Response  UNICEF 

2020 

Target 

Total  

Results7 

2020 

Target8 

Total  

Results 

CHILD PROTECTION   

# boys and girls receiving psychosocial 

support 

1.8 million 

450,000 
47,512 

 
208,000 43,507 

 IDPs, Returnees, Vulnerable Residents 
N/A 

132,000 38,978 

Refugees 76,000 4,529 

# of registered unaccompanied/ separated 

children supported with reunification 

services 

30,000 6,138 8,600 471 

 IDPs, Returnees, Vulnerable Residents 
N/A 

4,100 314 

Refugees 4,500 157 

# of women, men, boys and girls supported 

with quality age and gender appropriate 

child protection services including, case 

management and referral services including 

Cash Based Assistance 

250,000 11,583 120,000 8,345 

 IDPs, Returnees, Vulnerable Residents 
N/A 

71,000 8,345 

Refugees 49,000 0 

EDUCATION 

# of out-of-school children in humanitarian 
situations accessing formal or non-formal 
basic education 
 

1.5 million 

350,000 10,389 134,738 5,866 

 IDPs, Returnees, Vulnerable Residents 
N/A 

91,869 5,336 

 Refugees 42,869 530 

# of  children in humanitarian situations 

who received subsidies, scholarships, 

grants, social assistance and/or teaching, 

learning and recreation materials from 

UNICEF to attend school 

729,000 60,148 404,215 60,148 

 IDPs, Returnees, Vulnerable Residents 
N/A 

329,000 57,571   
Refugees 75,215 2,577   
HEALTH 

# of boys and girls under 1 year of age 

receiving first dose of measles vaccine 

8.6 million 

N/A 

780,500 66,152 

 IDPs, Returnees, Vulnerable Residents 737,038 62,468 

Refugees 43,462 3684 

#  Children under 5 to access integrated 

management of childhood illness (IMCI) 

services 
N/A 

987,700 78,667 

 IDPs, Returnees, Vulnerable Residents 932,700 74287 

Refugees 55,000 4380 

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/2019-HAC-Sudan.pdf
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9Results reported for the Nutrition sector indicators are one month prior to the UNICEF sitrep date due to partner reporting mechanisms.  
10WASH results are reported against the provision of new water facilitates (water trucking is not reflected) and new latrines. Operation and maintenance of existing water 
facilities and the rehabilitation of existing latrines are not reflected.  

NUTRITION9  

# of children 6-59 months affected by 

Severe Acute Malnutrition admitted to 

treatment 

3.3 million 

290,891 33,669 300,000 34,723 

 IDPs, Returnees, Vulnerable Residents 
N/A 

290,891 33,669 

Refugees 9,109 1,054 

# of caregivers receiving infant and young 

child feeding (IYCF) counselling 
774,919 139,121 900,000 146,004 

 IDPs, Returnees, Vulnerable Residents 
N/A 

857,573 139,121 

Refugees 42,427 6,883 

 WASH10 

# of affected people with access to safe 

drinking water  

 7.61 

million 

1,704,213 230,522 360,000 97,500 

 IDPs, Returnees, Vulnerable Residents 
N/A 

288,000 97,500 

Refugees 72,000 0 

# of affected people with access to safe 

means of excreta disposal  
1,130,943 29,062 100,000 15,397 

 IDPs, Returnees, Vulnerable Residents 
N/A 

80,000 14,397 

Refugees 20,000 1,000 

# people benefiting from water 

disinfection and operation and 

maintenance of drinking water supply 

services 

N/A N/A 1,500,000 546,139 

 IDPs, Returnees, Vulnerable Residents 
N/A 

1,350,000 544,472 

Refugees 150,000 1,667 

# of affected people reached with hygiene 

messages and sensitisation activities 
3,166,563 612,868 1,500,000 345,872 

 IDPs, Returnees, Vulnerable Residents 

N/A 

1,200,000 319,039 

Refugees 300,000 26,833 


