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Key Indicators  
UNICEF Cluster 

Target Result* Target Result* 

Vulnerable people newly-displaced by 
conflict receiving RRM kits within 72 hours 
of trigger for response [1] 

1,030,000 
          

16,863 
 

  

Emergency affected populations with 
access to sufficient safe water supply 

1,300,000 n/a 2,309,765 n/a 

Boys and girls receiving educational 
supplies 

450,000 n/a   

Children and caregivers participating in 
structured, sustained, resilience, or 
psychosocial support programmes 

186,300 n/a 203,865 n/a 

Children under 1 vaccinated against 
measles 

50,000 n/a   

*ActivityInfo data for January 2018 including for the cluster and UNICEF are not available at time of 

report preparation. 
Footnotes: [1] RRM target subject to change after revision of anticipated new displacements in 2018. 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights 
 

• An estimated 8.7 million people in Iraq, including 4 million children, need at 
least one form of humanitarian assistance in 2018.  

• Rapid Response Mechanism partners have reached 16,863 vulnerable 
individuals (9,720 children) across five governorates, with basic life-saving 
items. The majority (65 percent) were reached at the Hajj Ali and Qayyarah 
camps in Ninewa governorate. 

• Rehabilitation of WASH facilities in 17 schools in four governorates was 
completed during January, improving the learning environment for almost 
14,900 students (7,780 girls).  

• In the 2017/2018 winter, a total of 257,758 children (134,034 female) have 
received winter items. In January 2018, with 222,670 children (115,788 
female) receiving winter kits and school uniforms. The majority (52 percent) 
were reached in Ninewa. In post-distribution monitoring, 94 per cent of 
respondents indicated satisfaction with items received.  

• A UNICEF and Directorate of Education (DoE) needs assessment in Hawiga 
(Kirkuk) found 13 schools not functioning due to infrastructure damage, 
presence of explosive hazards and are inaccessible due to use by armed 
actors. To support temporary safe access to learning for displaced children, 
UNICEF delivered six pre-fabricated classrooms in Daquq (Kirkuk). 

• In 2018, UNICEF’s Humanitarian Action for Children appeal for Iraq requires 
US$101.2 million to reach 2.24 million people, including 1.2 million children, 
supporting education, health, water and sanitation services, and child 
protection response.  

January 2018 
4 million children in need out of 

8.7 million people affected 
(OCHA, HRP 2018) 
 

2.47 million internally displaced people 

(IDP) 
3.34 million people returned to newly-

accessible areas 
(IOM, Displacement Tracking Matrix, 31 January 2018) 
 

Target population in 2018  
Rapid Response: 1,030,000 IDPs 
WASH: 1.3 million people 
Education: 450,000 children  
Health: 1.2 million children (polio) 
Child Protection: 186,300 children and 
caregivers 

UNICEF Appeal 2018  
US$ 101.2 million  
Funding Status* 
US $ 42.1 million 

 
 

*’Funding status’ includes funding received for the current 
appeal year as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 
‘Funding gap’ is calculated per programme. See page 5 for 
more detailed information. 

2018 
funding 

requirement 
$101.2M 

A young boy in Hammam al Alil IDP camp smiles for the camera. ©UNICEF/Iraq/2017/Sparks 

UNICEF Response with partners 
 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

file:///C:/Users/ppollarddavey/Documents/SITREPS/IDP%20SITREPS/2016%20February%20IDP/Inputs/201602_ICO%202016%20HPM_.xlsx%23RANGE!_ftn2
file:///C:/Users/ppollarddavey/Documents/SITREPS/IDP%20SITREPS/2016%20February%20IDP/Inputs/201602_ICO%202016%20HPM_.xlsx%23RANGE!_ftn2
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/iraq
http://iraqdtm.iom.int/downloads/DTM%202017/September%202017/Round%2080%20-30%20September%202017/Round80_Report_English_2017_September_30_IOM_DTM.pdf
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
According to the 2018 Humanitarian Needs Overview, an estimated 8.7 million people in Iraq, including 4 million children, need at 
least one form of humanitarian assistance in 2018. Using a standardized methodology, partners have assessed needs across five 
major categories of vulnerability, estimating that 1.5 million internally displaced people living in camps and informal settlements will 
require assistance in 20181; 300,000 people may be forced to move, or be secondarily displaced due to asymmetric attacks and 
tensions in disputed/unstable areas; 2 million returnees may require some form of limited humanitarian assistance, including 500,000 
highly vulnerable people who have already returned; 3.8 million people in communities hosting large numbers of displaced families2; 
600,000 people who remained in their homes during the final offensives of the conflict, including 500,000 people from Mosul and Tel 
Afar, 60,000 people in Hawiga, and 40,00 people in western areas of Anbar.3 Although 3.34 million people have returned to homes 
destroyed by violence, 2.47 million remain displaced, including over 1.2 million children4. In 2018, the humanitarian community 
anticipates a reduction in armed violence, though volatile dynamics are expected to continue caused by asymmetric attacks 
particularly in areas where ISIL or other armed groups retain local support, and due to increased tensions in Iraq’s disputed internal 
border (DIB) areas which persist in the wake of the Kurdistan Regional Government’s (KRG) referendum on the Region’s 
independence in September 2017. Children remain highly vulnerable and protection concerns are significant. Nearly half of internally 
displaced school-aged children, some 335,000 children, are out of school.  
 
Priority needs of displaced families remain improved access to necessities such as food, water and healthcare services5. For non-
displaced populations, access to vocational training, clothing and winterisation supplies were highlighted as priority needs. 
Assessment findings highlighted a need to continue humanitarian support to populations remaining in displacement, even as rates 
of return to towns and villages increases. Health and education sectors have been particularly hard-hit. The number of consultations 
performed in health clinics has increased eightfold since 2014, and 36 per cent of health centres in Salah al Din are damaged or 
destroyed; only half in Ninewa are fully functional. Schools in conflict-affected areas are operating double and triple shifts and, in 
2017 alone, more than 150 schools were damaged or destroyed.6 As camp consolidation processes7 continue, those who cannot or 
choose not to return to places of origin will remain in IDP camps and will require continued education, health, water sanitation, and 
child protection services. Children who lived in areas formerly under control of ISIL need psychosocial support (PSS), access to basic 
healthcare, support to re-enter school, and safe spaces to play. Iraq’s public services remain overstretched, with water and sanitation 
networks damaged by war or neglect and overburdened health systems struggling to serve displaced children and families. 
Stigmatization and retaliation against families associated with ISIL and sectarian violence are likely.  
 
In relation to internal political tension, progress was observed in January 2018 between the Government of Iraq (GoI) and the KRG, 
as the two sides finalized an agreement to resolve outstanding issues, including control of international border points with 
neighbouring Turkey and Iran and control of airports in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI). The agreement is pending the approval of 
the Iraqi Prime Minister and the Council of Ministers to take effect.  
 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination 
In 2018 UNICEF leads the WASH cluster, co-leads the Education cluster with Save the Children International, leads the Child 
Protection sub-cluster and Nutrition Working Group, and is an active member of the Health cluster. UNICEF, UNFPA, and WFP 
coordinate the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) Consortium serving people on the move, and the Multi-Sector Emergency 
Package (MSEP) delivering aid in retaken areas. UNICEF, UNHCR, and the World Health Organization (WHO) coordinate with 
relevant line Ministries through the Cholera Taskforce, led by the Ministry of Health (MoH).  
 

Humanitarian Strategy 
In close cooperation with national authorities and on the basis of assessed needs, the Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) 2018 
targets 3.4 million people in need in Iraq, and commits to five strategic priorities: support highly vulnerable displaced families living 
in camps and sub-standard accommodation; highly vulnerable displaced families who are willing to return to their homes, but are 
unable to do so without assistance; highly vulnerable people inadequately covered under the social protection floor and people 
brutalized by violence by facilitating or providing access to services, assistance packages or protection as required. The 102 
humanitarian partners engaged in the HRP will reach as many newly displaced families as possible by securing safe access and 
providing sequenced emergency packages. UNICEF’s strategy under its 2018 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) Appeal in Iraq 
is aligned with the HRP. 
 

                                                        
1 This is an upper estimation based on the assumption that many families may decide to return later in the year due to insecurity, damage, and unexploded ordnance 
in their home communities. 
2 Upper estimation that includes people in host communities who are adequately covered by the Government social protection systems. 
3 All figures per Iraq 2018 Humanitarian Response Plan Part 1: Breakdown of People in Need 
4 International Organisation for Migration (IOM), Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM)). 
5 Multi Cluster Needs Assessment-5, UNOCHA 
6 Iraq 2018 Humanitarian Response Plan: Overview and Impact  
7 As rates of return to locations of origin continue, government and NGO partners are initiating coordinated movement between IDP camps with the intention of 
consolidating displaced populations into a reduced number of camps, decommissioning old camps, and improving efficient and targeted response to people in need.  

 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/iraq/water-sanitation-hygiene
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/iraq/education
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/iraq/child-protection
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/iraq/child-protection
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/iraq/health-cluster-iraq
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/iraq/rapid-response-mechanism-rrm
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/UNICEF_Iraq_Mosul_Response_Flash_Update_23_Jan_2017.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/iraq/document/iraq-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-advanced-executive-summary
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/iraq.html
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Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
 
Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) and Multisector Emergency Response Package (MSEP)8 
In 2018, the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) Consortium targets delivery of lifesaving humanitarian assistance to vulnerable 
people, including children, on the move due to crisis or camp relocation. Furthermore, RRM assistance will be extended to highly 
vulnerable returnee populations intending to return to their areas of origin and requiring support during their repatriations. During 
2018, the Consortium intends to strengthen existing government structures to better cope with future emergencies, and will transfer 
knowledge on RRM concepts, lessons learnt, best practices, and operational modalities to lay groundwork for transition and an exit 
strategy. In January, RRM partners distributed 4,148 kits to 16,863 individuals including 9,720 children (58 per cent of total) across 
five governorates9, ensuring provision of emergency supplies to at-risk families. The majority (65 percent) were reached at Hajj Ali 
and Qayyarah. There were no MSEP distributions in January 2018. 
 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
Need for sustained water, sanitation, and hygiene interventions remains high. In 2018, the UNICEF and WASH cluster commitment 
is to support vulnerable displaced children and families living camps, return areas and sub-standard accommodation, with a particular 
focus on newly-accessible and recently conflict-affected areas including Anbar, Hawiga, and Ninewa, aiming to provide 
comprehensive and sustainable services and facilities through a sequenced approach. If new or secondary displacements take place, 
UNICEF will ensure appropriate response for these groups, including rehabilitation of water and sewage treatment plants and water 
supply networks, improvements to WASH facilities in Primary Healthcare Centres (PHC) and schools, including a focus on menstrual 
hygiene management (MHM) through provision of necessary hardware and awareness-raising for staff and students. UNICEF aims 
to reach 1.3 million emergency-affected people, including 611,000 children, with sufficient safe water per agreed standards, and to 
support access to adequate sanitation for 300,000 people10. Capacity building of national authorities’ staff on new technologies and 
skills will be a central consideration for all activities. Considering the significant risk of cholera in Iraq, UNICEF maintains its support 
to preparedness and response actions in relation to waterborne diseases prevention, in line with the WHO, UNICEF, and Ministry of 
Health (MoH) Joint Cholera Response Plan.  
 
In January 2018, through its WASH Service Centres (WSC), NGO and local authority partners, and private contractors, UNICEF 
supported water supply in emergency sites, formal and informal camps and settlements for an estimated 460,000 individuals 11 
including in retaken areas like Mosul City, through water trucking, ongoing improvements to water networks, and construction and 
maintenance of boreholes. In Bashiqa sub-district, northern Ninewa, UNICEF completed the upgrade of six water supply systems, in 
addition to four similar projects in Faida sub-district. In Kirkuk, after agreement reached at the end of 2017, the UNICEF-supported 
rehabilitation of the Hawiga Water Treatment Plant began through the Directorate of Water (DoW). Support to solid waste 
management continued, including operations and maintenance (O&M) of 2,633 latrines and showers, and regular desludging of 554 
cesspools. 12  Awareness-raising actions including cleaning campaigns reached more than 28,000 individuals in more than 1,950 
separate sessions. In 15 schools (nine in Salah al Din IDP camps and six schools in Anbar and Baghdad) were completed, improving 
access for more than 14,140 students (7,780 girls). Partners anticipate that populations in existing IDP camps will remain significant 
for at least the first half of 2018, requiring sustained services and further investment in facilities and distribution of hygiene items to 
maintain adequate standards and services. There remain gaps in WASH response in schools, where high capital investment is 
required for new construction or to repair damaged infrastructure. UNICEF requests US$37 million for critical WASH response in 2018. 
 

Education 
Humanitarian partners estimate 1.4 million children will remain displaced in 2018, of which an estimated 335,000 will be children who 
are out of school. As rates of return increase, so does pressure on school spaces in retaken communities. There remain specific 
protection concerns relating to education infrastructure in some of these areas. In 2018, UNICEF intends to reach 450,000 school-
aged children with education supplies; support 50,000 students to access education through provision of temporary learning spaces 
(TLS – pre-fabricated spaces) and continue to expand its support for out of school children (OOSC), targeting 200,000 OOSC with a 
range of formal and non-formal education (NFE) interventions, including pilot e-Learning initiatives. UNICEF will also work to 
strengthen capacity of national education actors to plan, implement, and monitor education services in humanitarian situations.  
 
In January, UNICEF completed rehabilitation of 15 schools near the Mosul Dam area of Ninewa, with total enrolment of 10,933 
students (3,330 females). In addition to the usual rehabilitation (fixing of doors, locks, windows, painting/plastering, improvements 
to WASH facilities), in this case UNICEF worked with UNDP to prepare these schools for use as emergency shelter in the case of 
flooding caused by collapse in the Mosul Dam. This included additional facilities, such as a kitchen, which would provide temporary 
shelter for children, teachers, and families evacuating from potential flood affected areas. With the DoE Anbar, UNICEF installed a 

                                                        
8 People may be reached by RRM more than once during displacement, including at mustering points; at a screening site with an initial package; and with the full 
package on arrival at a camp or in host communities. RRM does not register beneficiaries; all efforts are made to reduce duplication in reporting between partners.  
9 Anbar, Erbil, Kirkuk, Salah al Din and Ninewa. 
10 2018 HPM indicator for sanitation counts specifically beneficiaries of latrines established, rehabilitated or maintained. 
11 Figure based on informal partner data as of end-January 2018. ActivityInfo data not available at time of report preparation. 
12 Number of latrines maintained received in informal partner reports. Number of beneficiaries not confirmed in ActivityInfo. 
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new pre-fabricated school (8 classrooms, including WASH facilities) in Haditha, supporting education for 207 students, and education 
supplies sufficient for 152 schools (approximately 60,300 students) were delivered to educational departments in Anbar. In Najaf, 
construction of the Al Nabi Younis school was completed; enrolment is currently 650 IDP students from Mosul, served in two shifts. 
In Ninewa, UNICEF provided 5,000 desks to 30 schools. In four IDP camp complexes13 hosting people displaced from Mosul and 
northern Ninewa, UNICEF and partners delivered a range of non-formal education activities, including psychosocial support (PSS), 
reaching 21,992 students (10,219 girls).  
 
A recent UNICEF and Directorate of Education (DoE) needs assessment of 164 schools in Hawiga (Kirkuk) found 13 schools not 
functioning due to infrastructure damage, presence of explosive hazards, or to be inaccessible due to use by armed actors. With 
limited qualified mine action partners in Iraq, sites must be carefully assessed and prioritized, while mine clearance work itself takes 
time. To support temporary safe access to learning, in January UNICEF delivered six pre-fabricated classrooms to Maymouna School 
in the recently-retaken Daquq district, Kirkuk, benefitting 114 children (56 girls). A new challenge emerged in early January, as the 
federal Ministry of Education (MoE) announced all Arabic-language schools for displaced students in the KRI must close at the end 
of the new school year (May/June 2018). This could affect an estimated 160,000 students and 8,000 teachers in 416 KRI schools. 
UNICEF and education partners are advocating with the MoE to review this decision, or to introduce options, such as staggering 
closure, so local authorities have time to ensure safe, adequate facilities in areas of return likely to be most affected. UNICEF requests 
US$15.9 million to support its continued education response in Iraq. 
 

Child Protection 
Protection partners estimate 2.2 million people in Iraq will need some form of protection assistance in 2018, of which 48 per cent will 
be children under 18. UNICEF and partners aim to reach 186,300 children and caregivers through structured, sustained psychosocial 
support services (PSS), and 18,630 children with specialized child protection assistance such as case management, legal services, 
family tracing and reunification, emergency alternative care, and release, rehabilitation and reintegration support. UNICEF will scale 
up support to 20,000 girls, boys, and women through increased access to specialized gender-based violence (GBV) services, with 
specific focus on Anbar, Ninewa, and Salah Al Din, but also other governorates with significant gaps in GBV services. Critical issues 
impacting children born of rape and conflict-related sexual violence will require strengthened advocacy and response meeting unique 
needs of survivors. UNICEF has planned a mapping to better understand legal and social issues related to registration of children 
born of rape, and to strengthen response to these children and their mothers. UNICEF and the Child Protection Sub-cluster (CPSC) 
will promote integration of services in community centres, aiming to minimise stand-alone activities such as Child-Friendly Spaces 
(CFS). CPSC partners will promote national capacity to plan and deliver sustainable responses. To this end, the Guidelines on 
‘Minimum Child Protection Package for Newly-Retaken Urban Areas (developed in 2107) will be rolled out at governorate-level in the 
first quarter of 2018. The guidelines focus on integration of education and child protection actions with community-based 
approaches. 
 
Awareness-raising activities on child protection target a broad range of the population to ensure improved understanding on the 
multi-faceted risks that children face. In January, UNICEF partners in Jeda’ah Airstrip Camp ran sessions for 25 men (30 to 45 years 
old) highlighting risks of child labour, while 63 girls (11 to 17 years) attended sessions on the risks of child marriage. Through partners, 
UNICEF trained 51 service providers on Caring for Child Survivors of Sexual Abuse. In January, UNICEF and partners trained 124 
school teachers in Mosul on core child protection concepts, offered legal assistance for individuals needing personal documentation, 
and delivered PPS for children in Ninewa state care homes. These facilities have also benefitted from UNICEF rehabilitation, 
improving their child-friendly environment. Through the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism (MRM) that documents grave 
violations of child rights in situations of conflict, six reports of grave violations against child rights were verified in January, affecting 
eight children. Verified incidents included killing of two children and injuring of a further five. One verified incident included a girl 
exposed to sexual violence. In January, there was a significant decrease of active hostilities, but monitoring of children affected by 
conflict and violence continues. UNICEF requests US$21.7 million to deliver its 2018 child protection response. 
 

Health and Nutrition 
Humanitarian partners estimate 3.4 million people, at least 47 per cent children, require health services in 2018. UNICEF will continue 
to support the Ministry of Health (MoH) to deliver immunization services through the routine Expanded Programme of Immunization 
(EPI), and through additional campaigns targeting specific locations or groups found to have low coverage.  In nutrition interventions, 
screening of infant and young children’s growth will be supported through Primary Healthcare Centres (PHC), and pregnant women 
and new mothers will be targeted for specific Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) counselling sessions that improve understanding 
of their child’s nutritional needs. Where a child is identified with malnourishment UNICEF, in coordination with WHO, ensures referral 
to specialised care and delivery of supplementary nutrition materials, including through the Nutrition Rehabilitation Units (NRU) in 
seven governorates.14 Neonatal health services, including awareness sessions in IDP camps, will be supported through the DoH. As 
with other areas of work, increased rates of return to recently conflict-affected areas are placing pressure on existing health facilities. 
In 2018 UNICEF will support home visits for 8,000 newborns and their mothers, vaccinate 50,000 children under 1 against measles, 
and target 1.2 million children under 5 years for polio vaccination, specifically focusing on children in the most recently conflict-
affected governorates of Anbar, Kirkuk, Ninewa, and Salah al Din. A total of 50,000 children under 5 will be supported to access 

                                                        
13 Jeda’ah; Salamiyah; Nimrud; and Dibaga IDP camps. 
14 Anbar, Dahuk, Erbil, Kirkuk, Ninewa, Salah al Din, and Sulaymaniyah. 
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nutrition services, while information and counselling services for child nutrition (Infant and Young Child Feeding, or IYCF) will reach 
20,000 mothers of children under 2 years. Through the DoHs, UNICEF will support delivery of supplies and equipment, and staff 
capacity building trainings to ensure PHC services can be restored.   
While much of UNICEF health support will be undertaken through the government, where needed UNICEF will engage NGOs to 
mitigate for short-term gaps in service provision. In January, UNICEF financial and technical support to the DoH Erbil ensured training 
of 20 health workers (all female) assigned to health promotion work in IDP camps, improving their knowledge on ways to integrate 
key health information in the ongoing programme of new-born home visits. In general, health and nutrition services gaps continue 
to relate to lack of appropriate equipment in PHCs, and need for constant refresher trainings for health workers to ensure quality of 
care. At the end of 2017, UNICEF conducted a nationwide Cold Chain Equipment Inventory (CCEI) survey to identify gaps. The data 
is being cleaned, and results being prepared. UNICEF requires US$10 million to carry out its planned 2018 health and nutrition support 
for children. 

Cash Assistance 
 For cash assistance, in 2018, UNICEF strategy is to establish links between humanitarian assistance, including the Cash Transfer 
Working Group, and the Government’s social protection frameworks to provide integrated social protection support to vulnerable 
children and families. UNICEF aims to support 9,000 IDP through provision of direct cash assistance to support education-related 
costs.  An amount of 35,000 Iraqi dinar (approx. US$30) will be disbursed for each school-aged child (up to a maximum of four children 
per household) for the school year (eight months). There will be two rounds of payment, each covering one semester, and 
disbursement will take place using a ‘mobile cash’ company (distribution done via mobile phone).   In January 2018, no disbursements 
took place, the second 2017/2018 semester disbursement covering February to May 2018 will take place in February in Zakho 
(Dahuk), Erbil, and Fallujah (Anbar). 
 

Winter 
For the 2017/2018 winter response, UNICEF’s strategy is to reach recently-displaced children, children living at high altitude, and 
children in underserved locations including disputed territories. UNICEF planned to reach 405,000 vulnerable IDP children this season 
through a combination of winter interventions including winter clothing, school uniforms, thermal blankets and heating for Child-
Friendly Spaces, of which 200,000 were targeted for winter clothing kits specifically. During the 2017/2018 winter season, UNICEF 
and partners have reached 257,758 children (134,034 female), with 222,670 children (115,788 female) receiving winter kits and school 
uniforms15 in January alone. In January, the majority (52 percent) were reached at formal and informal IDP settlements in Ninewa. 
All winter distributions are followed by post-distribution monitoring (PDM) surveys, which have largely indicated a positive response 
to date, with 94 per cent of respondents indicating satisfaction with the winter items received. UNICEF and partners analyse 
feedback and use it to inform future distribution planning. 
 

Supply and Logistics 
In January 2018, UNICEF Iraq dispatched relief items to government and non-government partners with a value of over US$1.3 million. 
The total amount of supplies ordered for the IDP response was US$1.38 million. An ongoing challenge remains the restriction of 
Erbil’s airport to domestic air traffic only, which has lengthened delivery times for supplies. UNICEF continues to work closely with 
the GoI, the KRG, and the Logistics cluster to coordinate on this issue.
 

Media and External Communication 
In the reporting month, UNICEF Iraq was mentioned or quoted over 30 times in major media outlets including Sky news, Al Jazeera, 
VOA, U.S. News, Reuters, and UN News. UNICEF’s Middle East and North Africa Regional Director visited 2 reopened schools in 
Mosul, emphasising the importance of education for children who have lived through conflict. As Iraq’s winter continued, a focus for 
the month were clothing distributions for children in Anbar, Sinjar, Mosul, Al Qa'im and on 28,000 students in Qayyara who received 
new uniforms, while additional human interest stories on safe water for children in Kirkuk, engaging displaced people in developing 
their own solutions including skills-building courses for women.  

 

Security 
Small-scale armed conflict continued in and around Diyala, Kirkuk, Ninewa, and Salah al Din governorates in January. From 4 to 14 
January, checkpoints near Hawiga (Kirkuk) were closed, and return movements suspended as Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) undertook 
an operation against residual ISIL elements. The operation reportedly covered 100 villages and resulted in evacuation of more than 
1,000 people to Daquq camp, while some displaced families fled to the Al-Zab area and toward Salah al-Din governorate16. Following 
this, humanitarian actors restored delivery of assistance and services in Hawiga. Civil unrest continues with public demonstrations 
taking place in Baghdad, Diyala, and southern Iraq led by civil society groups to protest poor basic services, privatization of electricity, 
and demands for more meaningful political reforms. Small-scale demonstrations took place in Erbil as Kurds protested Turkish 
military actions against Kurdish armed groups in Afrin, northwest Syria. With national elections planned for May 2018, it seems likely 
that attacks against civilian targets may increase in parallel with political developments. Humanitarian access is expected to remain 
challenging as pockets of armed groups continue to be active across the country.  Internal political tension after the September 2017 
KRG independence referendum continues to limit free movement of humanitarian staff and supplies between the KRI and 

                                                        
15 40,000 winter school uniforms delivered in January 2018. 
16 UNOCHA Iraq Humanitarian Bulletin, January 2018. 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefiraq/photos/a.141751325967099.34557.139356566206575/1037285009747055/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/unicefiraq/photos/a.141751325967099.34557.139356566206575/1038451796297043/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/unicefiraq/photos/a.141751325967099.34557.139356566206575/1037264703082419/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/unicefiraq/photos/a.141751325967099.34557.139356566206575/1045041665638056/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/unicefiraq/photos/pcb.1040873889388167/1040873559388200/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/unicefiraq/posts/1035998869875669
https://www.facebook.com/unicefiraq/photos/a.141751325967099.34557.139356566206575/1033919350083621/?type=3&theater
https://medium.com/stories-from-unicef-in-iraq-english/from-displacement-to-employment-c9e405149aaa
https://www.facebook.com/unicefiraq/videos/1043832692425620/


IRAQ HUMANITARIAN SITUATION REPORT    JANUARY 2018 

 
6 

 

 

neighbouring governorates under federal GoI control, including Kirkuk and Ninewa. UNICEF works with UNOCHA and civil-military 
coordination bodies to ensure permissions for movement remain valid for itself and for NGO partners. 
 

Funding as of 31 January 2018 
As of January 2018, UNICEF had received no new contributions towards its 2018 appeal. Carry-over funds received in late 2017 will 
support continued humanitarian response. These funds are earmarked to specific programmes, and cannot be used to support gaps 
in other areas of programming.  
 

Appeal Sector Requirements 
Funds Available* Funding Gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over USD % 

Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) 4,870,000 234,021 819,370 3,816,609 78% 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 37,000,000 526,547 10,002,784 26,470,670 72% 

Education 15,950,000 6,174,464 6,407,974 3,367,562 21% 

Child Protection 21,767,000 4,545,501 7,982,181 9,239,318 42% 

Health and Nutrition 10,000,000 748,866 1,310,980 7,940,154 79% 
Basic Needs (Multipurpose Cash Assistance) 5,564,160 1,014,014 621,828 3,928,318 71% 

Winterization (Seasonal Response)** 6,000,000 - 1,759,019 4,240,981 71% 

Total  101,151,160 13,243,413 28,904,136 59,003,610 58% 
*Note: Funds available include HQ cost recovery & cross sectoral costs. Carry forward figure is programmable balance as of 31 December 2017, for the 2017 HAC Appeal. 
 

Next SitRep: 19 March 2018  
UNICEF Iraq Country Office Official Website: http://www.unicef.org/iraq/  
UNICEF Iraq Country Office Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/unicefiraq 
UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) Appeal, 2017: https://www.unicef.org/appeals   
Iraq Humanitarian Response Plan, 2017: http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/iraq  
 
 

 
 
 

Who to contact 
for further 
information: 

Peter Hawkins 
UNICEF Representative 
Iraq Country Office, 
Tel: +39 038 105 2470 / 2490  
Email : phawkins@unicef.org 

Laila Ali 
Communications Specialist 
Iraq Country Office 
Tel: + 964 780 925 8542 
Email: laali@unicef.org 

Peggitty Pollard-Davey 
Reports Specialist 
Iraq Country Office, 
Tel: +964 751 015 0942 
Email: ppollarddavey@unicef.org  
 
 
 

Hamida Ramadhani 
UNICEF Deputy Representative 
Iraq Country Office, 
Tel: +39 038 105 2470 / 2490  
Email : hramadhani@unicef.org 

http://www.unicef.org/iraq/
https://www.facebook.com/unicefiraq
https://www.unicef.org/appeals
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/iraq
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Annex A 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS* 
  Cluster Response UNICEF and IPs 

 
Cluster 
Target 
2018 

Cluster 
Results 

31.01.18 

Change 
since 
last 

Report  

UNICEF 
Target 
2018 

UNICEF 
Results 

31.01.18 

Change 
since 
last 

Report  

RAPID RESPONSE MECHANISM - Needs: 860,000 people* 

Vulnerable people newly displaced by conflict 
receiving RRM kits within 72 hours of trigger for 
response [1] 

  
  

  
1,030,000 16,863 n/a 

Most vulnerable children better protected from risks 
of winter with appropriate clothing  

 200,000 222,670 n/a 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE -  Needs 5.4 million people     

Emergency affected population accessing sufficient 
quantity of water of appropriate quality for drinking, 
cooking and personal hygiene 

2,309,765 n/a n/a 1,300,000 n/a n/a 

Emergency affected population benefiting from 
latrines established/rehabilitated/maintained 

436,901 n/a n/a 300,000 n/a n/a 

EDUCATION – Needs 3.3 million school-aged children 

Boys and girls receiving educational supplies 528,222 n/a n/a 450,000 n/a n/a 

Teachers, facilitators, and education personnel 
trained on emergency education, life skills, and 
delivering PSS 

5,000 n/a n/a 4,300 n/a n/a 

Conflict-affected boys and girls (6-17 years) enrolled 
in formal and non-formal education programmes 

528,222 n/a n/a 300,000 n/a n/a 

CHILD PROTECTION – Needs 2.4 million children under 18 

Children and caregivers participating in structured, 
sustained, resilience, or psychosocial support 
programmes  

203,865 n/a n/a 186,300 n/a n/a 

Children receiving specialized child protection 
services (reunification, alternative or specialized care 
and services)  

29,325 n/a n/a 18,630 n/a n/a 

Girls, boys, and women receiving individual or group 
psychosocial support 

 20,000 n/a n/a 

HEALTH – Needs: 1.2 million children under 5 [2] 

New-born babies of conflict-affected families 
benefitting from new-born home services  

 8,000 n/a n/a 

Under 1 year old children vaccinated against measles 
through routine immunization 

  50,000 n/a n/a 

Children under 5 vaccinated against polio in crises-
affected areas through campaigns 

 1,200,0000 n/a n/a 

NUTRITION  

Children U5 accessing nutrition services     50,000 n/a n/a 

Targeted mothers of children 0-23 months with 
access to IYCF counselling for appropriate feeding 

 20,000 n/a n/a 

SOCIAL PROTECTION – Needs: 1,080,000 

Most vulnerable children receiving child-focused cash 
transfer [3] 

  9,000 0 0 
 

Footnotes: 

Cluster data, including UNICEF partner data, is not updated as of January 2018. Updated data is expected for February 2018. 

[1] RRM Consortium led by UNICEF and WFP: RRM target subject to change after decrease in anticipated new displacements in 2018. 

[2] Health Cluster 2018 People in Need is 7.3 million for all age groups, of which the Cluster targets 3.4 million. UNICEF’s target is based on 
children under 5 in the most recently conflict-affected governorates of Anbar, Kirkuk, Ninewa, and Salah al Din. 

[3] UNICEF HAC target of 15,000 children is a two-year target 2018-2019. The target of 9,000 reflected here is the 2018 target only. This table 
reflects Iraqi internally displaced/returnee households receiving UNICEF-supported cash transfer. Syrian refugee households are reflected in 
UNICEF Syrian refugee reporting. 

*Needs per UNOCHA. Each cluster targets its own population in need based on countrywide vulnerability analysis. 

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/syrianrefugees_sitreps.html

